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THE 

EDITORS 

PREFACE. 

tHE Reader has here an Edi- 
tion of The Voiage and 
Travaile of Sir "John Maun- 
devik, Kt. puitijhed from a 
Manufcrift in the Cottonian Library, 
(marked., Titus. C. XVI.) about 300 
Tears old; and collated with fevenMSS, 
Jhme near as old as the Author's time ; 
and four old printed Editions. Two of 
the MSS. French, two Englifli, and 
one Latin are in the Kings Library, 
me Latin in the Cottonian ; and one 
A i EngliAj 




iv The Editor's Preface, 

Englifh in ^ private Hand. The prin-z 
ted Editions are two Latin j one Sans 
Date, the other in R. Hakluyts Cc?//?^^ 
on^ printed at London, 1598; one. 
Englifh, printed at London, iy(S8, 

ana one Italian, ^537' The Varia- 

ttons, of ^he Latin Copses are markedy 
L I, 2, 3, 4,- ^///?^ Englifh, E i, 2, 
3,4; of the French, /' i, 2 ; and of 
the Italian, /. E[ere are alfo two In- 
dices,- one of the Contents^ the other of 
ohfolete Words. 

This Edi^ton agrees with the Latin 
and French MSS i and appears to be 
the genuine Work of the Author-^ who 
faysy « that he tranjiated it out of La- 
tin into French, and out ^French into 
Engliflij whereas all other printed EJi;- 
tions are fb curtailed and tranfpofd^ as 
to he made thereby other Books. The 
three Englifh MSS. named above ^ as 
well as the Englifh printed Edition ^ 
contain a third part lejs than this. For 

» p. 6, and 7. . 

Injtance ; 



The Editor s Preface v 

Infiance -y they wholly want^ what is , 
cvntatffd here, from Page 45 to 71. 

The Author, according to the humour 
of the times of Ignorance he Infd in, 
has pttt into his Hifiory abundance of 
Miracles and flrange things-, fo that 
■ the Title of one of the Latin MSS. is 
Idnerarium Johannis Maundevile, dc 
MirabiJibus Mundi: and his Englifh 
Tranfcrdjers hnd Editors have taken 
care to preferve them all; bitt have 
dropt a great deal of what:, now a days:, 
will be ci^nted the bejl part of the Booh 
He wa^ ambitious of faymg all he 
could, of the places he treats of; and 
therefore has taken Monjiers out of 
Pliny, Miracles out of Legends j and 
flrange Stories out of what will now be 
caUed Romances. Thus his Siory of 
the Sparrow-hawk, ** kept in a Cafile 
in Armenia the left, he hds from John 
of Arras' J Hifiory of Melufine ' ; who 

<» p. 175, 7, and 8. 

< Bibkodi. R^. 18. B.I I. 

A 5 after 



vi The Editor s Preface. 

after im)ocat'mg the Divine Afftftance^ 
Jays, The which Hyftory I have by- 
gonae, after the veray aad true Cro- 
ny kles, — and many other Bokes, that 
I have fought and overredde, for to 
accomplyfshe hit. So that the falfi- 
ties iff this Hijlory are occafioned by 
other Authors, at that time accounted 
true ; and the fault of the Hijlorian, 
that he did not name his Authors. How- 
ever, when he tells the mofi improbable 
Stories, he prefaces them with, Thei 
feyn, or, men feyn, but I h,ave not 
fene it. And particularly, in Page 
381 and 1, he owns, that his Book 
is made partly from Hear-fay, and 
partly of his own Knowledge. . Where he 
adds, that at his Requefi, the Pope 
caufed it to be examined by his Coun- 
cil-, who compared it with the Book, 
by which Mappa Mundi was made, 
and found it true: and thereupon it ob^ 
tain^d the approbation of his Holinefs. 
. And if old Authors muji be rejeBed 

for 



The Editor*s Preface, vii 

for pfttt'mg firange Stories and Impro" 
babilittes into their Hifioryy what will 
become of Venerable Bede, Gildas, 
GeofFry of Moiimduth, and the refl of 
our Englidi Hijlorians? 

fVhy then Jhould not this Author 
have his due Place and Regard, a- 
rhongfi the Writers of the Age he Infd 
in ; and be believ'd, in what he fays of 
his own Obfervation\ as much as other 
Hifiorians of thofe times ^ and offuch like 
Matters 7 He had extraordinary ^a- 
lificatims and Opportunities y and was 
the chief Tr (welter of his time ; having 
been 33 Degrees, 16 Minutes, Souths 
em Latitude^ and 6t Degrees, 10 
Mtnutes, Northern ^. He mentions one, 
that travdttd round the Globe -, which 
he had heard of when, he was young ' : 
this probably infpir'd him with an early 
Pajfflon for Travell. He was of a Fa^ 
mily, that came into England with 
the Conqueror, He was a Man of 

. A 4 Learning 
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viii The Editor's Preface- 

Learning and SuhftancCy had ftudied 
Phyfic and Natural Philofophy ^. He 
was a confctentious good Man ,• as ap- 
pears from feveral Infiances in the 
Book s ; particularly in p. 41 j where 
he fays y that the Sultan ^/ Egypt would 
have married him to a great Prmce's 
Daughter y if he would have chan^d 
his Religion 'y and that he refused. 
He had the Sultat^s great Sealy which 
procured him extraordinary PrivilegeSy 
throughout his Dommions ^: and was ad- 
mitted to private Converfation with him * j 
and duelled with him, as Soudyour 
in his Werres a gret while \ He aU 
fo with his Fellow Travellers were Sol- 
diers under the Great Can of Cathay 
fifteen Months ^ 

John Bale, in his Catalogue of Briti(h 
IVr Iters ygives him afineCharaBer: which 
followSy as tranjlated by R. Hakluyt. 

f Sec B4^*s Account of him below: and P. 117, ro 115, 
g See the Prologue; and P. 14, 41, loi, 316, 343, 3$8, 

35'^, 38r, 3S3 an<i 3^4- 
k P. 98. iP. i6(5. *P. 41. *P. 263. 

John 



The Editor's Preface, ix 

John Isiandcvil Knighty borne in 
the Towne of S. Albans, was fo well 
gruen to theftudy of Learningfrom his 
childhoody that he feemed to plant 
a good part of his felicitie in the 
fame: for he fuppofedy that the 
honour of his Birth would nothing 
aruaile him^ except 'he could render 
the fame more honourable ^ by his 
knowledge in good letters. Having 
therefore well grounded himfelfe in 
Religion^ by reading the Scripturesy 
he applied his Studies to the Art of 
Phy/tckey a ProfeJJion worthy a nob- 
ble Wit: but amongfi other things y 
be was ravijhed with a mightie de- 
^^ fire to fee the greater parts of the 
Worldy ^J5 Afia and Mnzz. Having 
therefore provided allthings necejfary 
for his journey y he departed from 
his Countreyy in the Teere of Chrifi 
1 3 1 1 J andy as another Uly iTes, re- 
turned homey after the fp ace of i^ 
TeereSy and was then knowen to a 

^^ very 
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X The Editor's Preface. 

very fewe. In the tifhe of his Tra- 
vatle he was in Scythia, the greater 
and lejje Armenia, Egypt, both 
" Libyas, Arabia, Syria, Media, Me- 
fopotamia, Perfia, Chaldaea, Greece, 
Illyrium, Tartarie, and divers other 
Kingdomes of the World: and having 
gotten by this meanes the knowledge 
** of the Languages, leafi fo many 
** and great varieties y and things mi-' 
" raculousy whereof hi mf elf had bene 
** an eie witneSy Jhotild perijh in ob- 
** Iwiony he committed his whole Tra- 
" veil of 34 Yeeres to writing, in 
" three divers tongues, Englifh, French 
** and Larine. Being arrived again 
** /« England, andhavmgfeene the wick- 
ednes of that AgCy he gave out this 
Speech: In our time, (faidhe) it 
may be fpoken more truly then of 
olde, that Vcrtue is gone, the 
Church is under fbote, the Ciergie 
is in crrour, the Devill raigneth, 
and Simonie beareth the (way, 8fc. 

" He 
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The Editor s Preface, xi 

" He dted at Leege, tn the Yeere 
." 1371, the 17 dafj of November, 
" being there buried in the Abbie of the 
" Order of the Gulielmites." 

Abr. Ortelius, in his Itinerarium 
Bel giae P. 16, has printed his Epitaph ^ 
which he found in the fore/aid Abbie y 
thus : Hie jacet Vir nobilis, Dominus 
Johannes de MandeviUfiy alitex di<Shis,' 
adBarbanty Miles, Dominus de Camp- 
di, natus de Anglioy Medicine Pro- 
feifor, devotiflimus Orator, & bono- 
rnm largiHimus paupehbus erogator : 
qai toto quafi Orbe luftrato, Leodii 
diem vite me clauiit extremam, anno 
Domini 1371, Menfis Ncvembris die 
17. Andheft^L that upon the fame 
Stone with the wpitaph, ts ingraven a 
Man in Armoury wtth a forked Beardy 
treading upon a Lion -y and at the head 
of him, a hand of one blejfing himy -and 
thefe Words in French, Vos ki. paieis 
for mi, pour I'amour Deix, proies por 
mi. That is, Ye thatpa^ over me, 

for 
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xii The Editor s Preface. 

for the love of God, pray for ma 
There is alfo a void place y for a Scutche- ■ 
on I wherein:, he was told, was for- 
merly a Brafs Plate, with his Armes 
ingraven thereon ; viz. a Lion Argent, 
with a Lunet Gules at his Breaji, in 
a Field Azure, and a Bordure inhaled _ 
Or^, The ChurchmeH there Jhewed 
him alfo, the Knives, the Furniture of 
his Horfe, and the Spurs, which he 
ufed in his Travells* 

Ifs not unlikely i hut Sir John Man- 
devil mi^t get the Nick- name of 
ad Barbara, from his ujing to wear a 
long Beard, when he was grown oldi 
But at the end of the Latin printed £- 
dition of his Trceuells^jhere ts mention- 
ed a venerable old nj/ician, called 
Johannes ad Barbara; whom he met 
with at Liege, and after fome conver- 
fation, recoUe^ed that they had been 
acquainted at Cayro m Egiptj and 

■ This Coat was bora by Sir Vj>itr TyrtU of Hdrtftrd/hire, 
in the time of Edwsrd L C»tt»» lik. Tib, D. X. Page i $ 5, 

thai 



The Editor's Preface, xiii 

that this DoEior, after having done 
himjingular fervicey as a Phyfician, 
both perfuaded and ajfified him to 
write his Travells, However none of 
the above named MSS. have this Paf- 
fage, 

John Weevcr, in his ancient funeral 
Monuments, P. j68, fays, he faw 
the fare/aid Epitaph at Liege; and 
the Verfes following^ hanging by on a 
Table, 

Aliud. 

Hoc jacet ia Tumulo, cui totus Patria 
vivo 
Oxbis erat: totnm quern peragrafTe 
ferunt. 
AngW Equelque fiiit: nunc Hie Bri- 
tabnus UlyfTes 
Dicatur j Graio clarus UlylTe magis. 
Moribus, ingenio, candore & fangui- 
ne clarus, 
Et vere cultor Relligionis erat. 

Nomen 



xiv The Editor's Preface. 

Nomen fi ,queras, eft Mandevil : Indus 
Arablque 
Sat notum dicet Finibos efTe fiiis. ' 

And he ridicules the Inhabitants of 
St, Albans, for the following Epitaph^ 
upon a Pillar of their Abbey j near to 
which J they fuppofe his Body to have 
heen buried. 

All ye thatpaife^on this Pillar cafl: eye. 
This EpitapK read, if you can : 

'Twill tell you, a Tombe once ftood 
in this roome. 
Of a brave fpirited man j 

John Mandevil by name, a Knight of 
great fame, • 
Born in this honoured Towne. 
Before him was none, that ever was 
known e, 
^or travaile of fo high renowne. 
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The Editor's Preface, xv 

As the Knights in the Temple crolTe-. 
legged in Marble, 
In Armour, with Sword and with 
Sheeld, 
So was this Knight grac't, which Time 
hath defac't. 
That nothing but Ruioes doth 
yeeld. 



is Travailes being donne, he fhines 

like the Sun, 
In heavenly Canaan, 
To which bteiTed Place, the Lord, of 
his grace. 
Bring qs all, man after man. 

T^e Language of this Hiftory isjuch as 
our Ancepors fpoh, three hundred Tears 
ago : which is a Curiofity, will compenfate 
the Reader for the Solecifms • and un^ 
(fouth ExpreJ/tonSy he will meet with. 
Before the Art of Priming was found 
out J there was no fetled Method of fpel- 



xvi The Editor's Prefece. 

bug: therefore the fame Word here is 
oflertfpeh d^erent ways ; ami that e- 
even m the fame Page; as, HeveJ, 
Heed, Hed, Hede; Aaitier, Awtere^ 
Awteer, Amttere, Sec. 
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PROLO Gtf:E. 

OR als moche as.the tond b«- 
zonde the See* that is to feye, 
the Holy Lond, that Men cal- 
len the Lood of PromyffiouD, 
or of Behefle, paflyngc alle o- 
there Loodes, is the mofl worthi Lond, moft 
exceUcDt, and Lady aad SoTereyn of alle 
otherc Londes, and is blefled and halewed of 
the precyoos Body and Blood of cure Lord 
Jefu Crift ; in the whiche Lond it lykcdc 

» Far mU m§eht:\ The Author makes his firft "lenience of 
1:1 uniiTuil length; and the Caufal, he Iiegfns with, hath itt 
Infcrercc no nearer then Page 4; Whirfon ivery gadt Crt- 
firat &C. but (he Litm Edition has them ncai.T together; 
wutiiig thtee Quaiten of the Prologue. 
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him to take Flcfchc and Blood of the Virgync 
Marie^ to cnvyrone that holy Lond with his 
blefledc Feet ; and there he wolde of his blef- 
ftdneflc enoumbre him in the feyd blefled and 
glorioufe Virgine Marie^ and become Man, 
and worche many Myracles, and preche and 
teche the Feythe and the Lawc of Crlftene 
Men unto his Children ; and there it lykede 
him to fuffre many Reprevinges and Scornes 
for us ; and he that was Kyng of Hevene, 
of Eyr, of Erthe, of See and of alle thinges 
that ben conteyned in hem, wolde alle only 
ben clepedKyng of that Lond, whan hefeyde, 
Rex fum Judeorum^ that is to feyne, 1 am 
Kyng of Jewess and that Lond he chees be- 
fore alle other Londes, as the belle and mod: 
worthi Lond, and the mod vertuoufe Lond 
of alle the World : For it is the Herte and the 
myddes of all the World ; wytneflynge the 
Philofophere, that feythe thus ; Virtus rerum 
in medio conjijiit: That is to (eye ; TheVer* 
tue of thinges is in the myddes ; and in that 
Lond he wolde lede his Lyf, and fuf&e Pat 
fioun and Dethe, of Jewes^ for us ; for to 
bye and to dely vere us from Peynes of Helle, 
and from Dethe withouten ende ; the whiche 
was ordeyned for us, for the Synne of oure 
formere Fader Adam^ and for oure owne 

Synnes 
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Synnesalfo: For as for himfelf, hehaddenoil 
cvylle deferved : For he thoughte nevere e- 
vylle nedyd evylle : And he that was Kyng of 
Glorie and of Joye, myghtcn bed in that 
tlace luffre Dethe ; becaufe he ches in that 
Lond, rathere than in ony o there, there to 
fuflre hisPafTioun and his Dethe : For he that 
Wil pupplifche ony thing to make it openly 
knowen, he wil make it to ben cryed and pro^ 
Doimced in the myddcl place of a Town ; {o 
that the thing that is proclamed and pronoun- 
ced, may evenly ftrecche to alle Parties : 
Righte fo, he that was formyour of alle the 
World, wolde fuffre for us at Jerufalem-^ 
that is the myddes of the World; to that ende 
and entent, that his Paflioun and his Dethe, 
that was pupplifcht there, myghtc ben knowen 
evenly to alle the Parties of the World. See 
now how dcrc he boughte Man, that he made 
after his ownc Ymage, and how dere he azen 
boghte us, for the grete Love that he haddc 
to us, and we nevere deferved it to him. For 
more precyous Catelle ne grcttcr Ranfoum, 
ne myghte he put for us, than his blcflcde 
Body, his precyous Blood, and his holy Lyf, 
that he thralled for us ; and alle he ofTred for 
us, that nevere did Synne. A dere God, what 
Love hadde he to us his Subjcttes, whan he 
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4 ne PROLOGUE. 

that nevere trefpaced, woldc for TrefpaflburS 
fafTreDethe ! Righte wcl oughte us for to love 
and worfchipc, to drcde and ferven fuche a 
Lord ; and to worfchipe and preyfe £uche an 
holy Lond, that broughte forthc fuche Fruyt, 
thorghe the whiche every Man is faved, but 
it be his owne defaute. Wei may that Lond 
be called delytable and a frudtuous Lond, that 
was beblcdd and moyfted with the precyoufe 
Blode of oure Lord Jefu Criji ; the whiche 
is the fame Lond, that oure Lord behighten 
us in Heritage. And in that Lond he wolde 
dye, as feifed, for to leve it to us his Chil- 
dren. Wherfore every gode Ciiftene Man, 
that is of Po were, and hathe whereof, fcholde 
^ peynen him with all his Strengthe for to 
conquere oure righte Heritage, and chacea 
out alle the mysbeleevynge Men. For wee 
ben clept Criftene Men, aftre Cmfi our Padre. 
And zif wee ben righte Children of Crift^ we 
oughte for to chalenge the Heritage, that 
oure Fadre lafte us, and do it out of hethene 
Menncs hondes. But nowc Pryde, Co very fe 
and Envye han fo enflawmed the Hertes of 
Lordcs of the World, that thei are more befy 
for to diflierite here Neyghborcs, more than 

*> Stnngtke hem for t9 €ftfqfur$. E. !« 1, 3. fc dCYCroit pc- 

ner & mcnrc en graunt. F. i, 2. 
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for to chalenge or to conquere here righte 
Heritage before feyd. And the comoun Pe- 
pie, that wolde putte here Bbdyes and here 
Catelle, for to conquere oure Heritage, thei 
■uy not don it withoutcn the Lordes. For 
a femblee of Peple withouten a Cheventcyn, 
or a chief Lord, is as a Flock of Scheep with- 
outen a Schepperde ; the which departeth and 
defparpleth, and wyten never whidre ro go. 
But wolde God, that the temporel Lordes and 
alle worldly Lordes weren at gode accord, and 
with the comen Peple woulden taken this ho- 
ly Viage over the Sec. Thanne I trowe wef, 
that within a lityl tyme, oure righte Heritage 
before feyd fcholde bercconlyled and put in 
the Hondes of the righte Heires of "Jejii 
Crift. 

And for als moche as \t is longe tyme paf- 
led, that ther was no generalle Paflage ne 
Vyagc over the See; and many Men defiren 
for to here fpeke of the holy Lond, and han 
thereof gret Solace and Comfort ; I John 
Maundevylle^ Knyght, alle be it I be not 
worthi, that was born in England^ in the 
Town oiStyutAlbonesj pafled the See, in the 
Zeer of our Lord Jefu Crift MGCCXXII, 
in the Day of Scynt Michelle ; and hidre to 
have ben longe tyme over- the Sec, and have 
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ieyn and gon thorghc manyc dy verfe LondeSj^ 
and many Provynces and Kingdomes and 
lies, and have pafled thorghc Tartarye^ Ter- 
cye^ ^ Ermonye the lityllc and the grcre ; 
thorghc Lyhye-, CaUee and a gret partic of 
Ethiope ; \}s\ox^t Amazoyn^y InJeihc Ijnc 
and the more, a gret partic ; and thprghe out 
many otherc lies, that ben aboutcn Indei 
where dwelJcn many dyverfe Folkcs, and of 
dyverfe Mancres and Lawes, and of dyverfe 
Schappes of Men. Of whiche Londcs and 
lies, I (challc fpeke more pleynly hereaftrc. 
And I fchalle devife zou (urn partic of thinges 
that there ben, whan time Ichalle ben, aftrc 
it may beft come to my my ndc ; and fpecy- 
ally for hem, that wylle and are in purpos for 
to vifire the Holy Citec o{ J erufalem^ and 
the holy Places that arc theieaboutc. And I 
fchalle telle theWcyc, that thei fchulle holden 
thidrc. For I have often tymes pafTcd and 
xyden the way, with gode Companyc of ma- 
ny Lordes : God be thonked. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that I have 
put this Bokc out of Latyn into Frenfchey 
and tranflatcd it azen out of Frenfche into 
i^nglyjfche^ that every Man of my Nacioua 
may undirftonde it. But ?-ordcs and Kny^htcsj 

« Aimcnia, 
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aad othere noble and worchi Men, that coDoe 
Latyn but litylle* aad ban bea bezoade the 
See, knowen and undirftonden, zif I erre in 
devifyngc, for forzetynge, or elles ; that thei 
mowe rcdrcfle it and amende it. For thingcs 
paHed but of longe tyme from a Mannes 
mynde or ftom his fyght, turnen fone into 
forzetynge : Becaate that Mynde of Man ne 
may not ben comprehended ne witheholden, 
fpr fhe FrecJtec of Mankynde. 
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Cap. I. 

To teche zou the JVeye out ^/Englond 

to Conftantiooble. 

IN the Name of God Glorious apd AUep 
myghty. He that wil paffc over the Sec> 
to go to the City of Jerufalem^ he may go 
by many Weycs, bothe on Sec and Londc, afr 
trc the Contree that hce cometh fro : manye 
of hem comen to on ende. But ^ troweth not 
that I wil telle zou alle the Townes and Cy- 
tces and Caftelles, that Men Ichulle go by ; 
for than fcholde I make to longe a Tale : 
but alle only fumme Contrees and mod prin- 
cypalle Stedcs, that Men fchuUe gone tborgh, 
to gon the righte Way. Firft, zif a Man come 
from the Weft fyde of the World, as Enge- 
londy Ireland^ IV ale s^ Skat land or Norweye ; 
he may, zif that he wole, go thorghe « Al- 
mayney and thorghe the Kyngdom of Hun^ 
garyey ^ that marchcthe to the Lond of « To- 
layncy and to the Lond of TannonyCy and fo 
to ^ Slejie. And the Kyng of Hungarye is a 

* Trotvith for trow, is common in old EngUJh, 

e Germany. i Quod contcrminum dt, L. i, i. 
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gret Lord and a myghty, and holdethe grete 
Lordfchippes and meche Lond in his Hond. 
For he holdethe the Kyngdom of Hungariej 
^ Solavonye and of Comanye z gret part, and 
of Bulgariey that Men clepen the Lond of 
Bougiersy and of the Reme of Roujfye a gret 
partie, whereof he hathe made a Duchee, that 
Jaftethunto the Lond oi^Nyflany and^march- 
ethe to Truyffe.' And Men gon thorghe the 
Lond of this Lord, thorghe a Cytee that is 
clept 1 CyfroHy and by the Caftelle of ^ Neafe^ 
burghcy and be the » evylle Town, that fy tt 
toward the ende of Hungarye. And there 
pafle Men the Ryvere of T^anubee. This 
Ryvere of T^anubee is a fuUe gret Ryvere ; 
and it gothe into Jllmayney undre the HiiJes 
of Ltmbardye : and it recey vethe into him 
40 othere Ry veres ; and it rennethe thorghe 
Hungarie and thorghe Greece and thorghe 
Tracbiej and it entreth into the Sec, toward 
the Efty fo o rudely and fo fcharply, that the 
Watre of the See is freflche and holdethe his 
fwetneflc ^o Mylc within tl^e See, 

> Savoys^ ^ E. i. Savoy e^ E. i, 3. ScUvoniam, L. i, 

k Nefiond, E. I. Nypnd, E. i, 3. if flan, L. I, 1. 

' Chippronnty E. i, i. L. i. Schypfronne, E. 3. L. 1, 

»*» NiwhWf E. I. NeuborfW$t E. 1, 3. 

» Same, E. i. lU, E. 2. 

I Swiftly, E. I. Sfalworthiy, E, l. Styfiych^ E. 3. 
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And aftre gon Men to Belgrave^ and en- 
trcn into the Lend of pBourgres; and there 
pafTe Men a Brigge of Ston, that is upon the 
Ryver of iMarrok. And Men pafTen thorghe 
the Lond of "■ TyncemartZj and comen to 
Greece to the Cy tee of * Nye^ and to the Cy- 
tec of « Fynefafe^ and aftre to the Cy tee of 
■ T^andrenobky and aftre to Conftantynobkj 
that was wont to be clept Bezanzon. And 
there dwellethe comounly the Emperour of 
Grece. And there is the moft fayr Chirche 
and the moft noble of alle the World : And 
it is of feynt Sophie. And before that Chirche 
is theYmage of J ujiyny an the Emperour, co- 
Tered with Gold, and he fy tt upon an Hors 
y crowned. And he was wont to holden a 
round Appelle of Gold in his Hond : but it 
is &llen out thereof And Men feyn there,^ 
that it is a tokene, that the Emperour hathe 
y loft a gret partie of his Londes, and of his 
Lordfchipes : for he was wont to ben Emperour 
of Romayne and of Grece^ of alle ^£/e the 
lefle, andof the Lond of JWrr)'^, of the Lond 

P Bruges^ E. I. Bugres^ £• i» 3> Bougres^ F. i L. i. Bttngres, 
F. 1, Bulgrprum, L. i. The Author means BidgAria, 

<l Marrol, E. 3 . Marroe^ F. i . Marroie^ F. i . Dt Marmore^ L. I ,%• 

* PynceraSf E. 1,3. PyncorMs^ E, 2. Pyntiras^ L. i. 

9 SterntSt E. i. E. 3. L. i. ScemySf E. i. Sri, L. 1. Stermx 
4d fines Efafiif L. i. Ny caputs a/mePafe, F, l> i. 

« jifynf^ytf, E. i, 1. Ajfynf^y^, E. j. ^jidrisnofU. 

of 
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oijudeey in the whiche is Jerufalentj and 
ofthcLondofjEgj/^^ oiTercyej oiArabye. 
Put he hathe loft alle, but Grece ; and that 
Lond he holt alle only. And Men wolden 
many tymes put the AppuIIe into the Ymages 
Hond azen, but it wil not holde it. This 
AppuUe betokenethe the Lordfchipe, that he 
hadde over alle the World, that \s round. And 
the tother Hond he lifteth up azenft the Eft, 
in tokene to manace the Myfdoeres. This 
Ymage ftont upon a Pylere of Marble at C(h 
Jlantynoble. 

Cap. IL 

Of the Crojfe and the Croune of our e 

Lord]efu Crift. 

AT CoJIantynoble is the Cros of our Lord 
Jejk Crijij and his Cote withouten 
Semes, that is clept, Tunica inconfutilisy and 
the Spounge, and the Reed, of the whiche 
the J ewes zaven oure Lord Eyfelle and Galle^ 
in the Cros. And there is on of the Nayles, 
that Crift was nay lied with on the Cros. And 
fome Men trowen, that half the * Cros, that 

5Scc/«/. 33. 
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Criji was don on, be in Cipres^ in an Abbey 
of Monkes, that Men callen the Hille of the 
Holy Cros ; but it is not fo ; For that Cros, 
that is in Cyfre^ is the Cros, in the whiche 
^Dyjmas the gode Theef was honged onne. 
But alle Men knowen qot that ; and that is 
cvylle y don. For for profy te of the Offrynge, 
thei feye, that it is the Cros of oureLord J^yi 
Crift. And zee fchuUe undreftonde, that the 
Cros of oure Lord was made of 4 manere of 
Trees, as it is conteyned in this Vers, 

In Crucefit Talma^ Cedrus^ Cypreffus^ Oliva. 

For thatpece, that wente upright fro theErthe 
to the Hcved, wasof Cyprefle; and the pece, 
that wente overthwart, to the whiche his 
Honds weren nayled, was of Palme; and the 
Stock, that ftode within the Erthe, in the 
whiche was made the Morteys, was of Ce- 
dre ; and the Table aboven his Heved, that 
was a Fote and an half long, on the whiche 
the Title was writen, in Ebreu^ Greu and 
Latyn^ that was of Olyve. .And iht J ewes 
maden the Cros of thei^ 4 manere of Trees : 
For thei trowed that oure Lord Jeju Crift 
icholde han honged on the Cros, ais longe as 
the Cros myghten lafte. And therfore made 
fhci the Foot of the Cros of Cedre. For Ce- 

drc 
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dre may not, ioErthe ne inWatre, rote. And 
thcrfbre thci wolde, that it fcholde have laft- 
cd longc. For thei trowed, that the Body 
of Crtft fcholde have (lonken ; therfore thci 
made that pece, that went from the Erthe up« 
ward, of Cypres : For it is welle fmellynge ; 
fo that the fmelle of his Body fcholde not 
greve Men, that wenten forby. And the 
overthwart pece was of Palme : For in the 
y Olde Tejiamentj it- was ordyned, that whan 
on overcomen, he fcholde be crowned with 
Palme : And for thei trowed, that thei had- 
den the Vidtorye ofCriJi J ejus j therfore made 
thei the overthwart pece of Pahne. And the 
Table of the Tytle, thei maden of Oly vc ; 
for Oly ve betokenethe Pes. An^ the floryc 
of Noe wytnefTethe, whan that the Culver 
broughte the Braunche of Olyve, that be- 
tokend Pes made betwene God and Man. And 
fo trowed the Jewes for to have Pes, whan 
Crifi was ded : For thei feyd, that he made 
Difcord and Strif amonges hem. And zee 
fchuUe undirflonde, that oure Lord was y 
naylled on the Cros lyggynge ; and therfore 
he fuffi:ed the more peyne. And the Criflene 
Men, that dwellen bezond the See, in Grece^ 
icy n that the Tree of the Cros, that we callen 

J Rather, Olympick Games. 
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Cypreffe, was of that Trccj that ^^^«i etc the 
Appullc of: and that fynde thei writen. And 
thei feyn alfb, that here Scripture fey the, that 
jidatn was feek, andfeyde to hisSone*y^rA^^ 
that he fcholde go to the Aungelle, that kepte 
Paradys^ that he wolde fenden hym Oyle of 
Mercy, for to anoynte with his Mcmbres, 
that he myghte have hele. And Set he wente. 
But the Aurigelle wolde not late him come in ; 
but feyd to him, that he myghte not have of 
the Oyle of Mercy. But he toke him three 
Greynes of the fame Tree, that his Fadre eet 
the Appelle ofTe; and bad him, als fbne as his 
Fadre was dcd, that he fcholde putte theife 
three Greynes undre his Tonge, and grave 
him fo : aAd he dide. And of theife three 
Greynes (prong a Tree, as the Aungelle feydej 
that it fcholde, and here a Fruy t, thorghe the 
whiche Fruyt Adam fcholde be faved. And 
whan Sethe cam azen, he fondc his Fadre 
nere ded. And whan he was ded, he did 
with the Greynes, as the Aungelle bad him ; 
of the whiche fprongen three Trees, of the 
whiche the Cros was made, that bare gode 
Fruyt and blefTed, oiire Lord Je/u Criji ^ 
thorghe whom, ^dam and alle that comen of 
him, fcholde be faved and delyvercd from 
drede of Dethe withouten ende, but it be here 

' own 
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own defaute. This holy Cros had the Jewes 
hydde in the Erthe, undre a Roche of the 
Mownt of Calvarie ; and it lay there xoozeer 
and more, in to the tyme that Scynt Elyne^ 
thar was Modre to Conjiantyn the Emperour 
of Rome And fche was Doughtre of KyDg 
« Cool born in Cokheftre^ that was Kyng of 
Engelond^ that was clcpt thanne, Brytayne 
the more ; the whiche the Emperour Gwr* 
fiance wedded to his Wyf, for here Bewtee, 
and gar upon hire Confiantyn^ that was aftre 
Emperour of Rome. 

And zee fchuUe undirftonde, that the Cros 
of oure Lord was eyght Cubytes long, and 
the overthwart piece was of lengthe thre Cu- 
bytes and an half. And o partie of theCrownc 
of oure Lord, wherwith he was crowned, and 
on of the Naylcs, and the Spere Heed, and 
many other Relikes ben in France^ in the 
Kinges Chapelle. And the Crowne lythe in 
a Veffelle of Criflalle richely dyghte. For a 
Kyng oiFraunce boughte theife Relikes Ibm- 
tyme of the Jewes ; to whom the Emperour 
had leydc hem to wedde, for a gret fumme of 
Sy Ivre. And zif alle it be fo, that Men feyn, 
that this Croune is of Thornes, zee fchulle 
undirftonde, that it was of Jonkes of the See, 

that 
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that is to fey, Rafhes of the See, that prykkcit 
als fcharpely asThornes. For I have feen and 
beholden many tymes that of Tarys and that 
of Cojlantynoble : For thei were bothe on, 
made of Ruflches of the See. But Men han 
departed hem in two Parties : of the whiche^ 
o part is at Tarysy and the other part is at 
Cojlantynoble. And I have on of tho precy- 
oofe Thornes, that femethe licke a white 
Thorn ; and that was zoven to me for gret 
Specyaltee. For there are many of hem bro* 
ken and fallen into the VefTelle, that theCrounc 
ly the in : For thei breken for dryenefle, whan 
Men meven hem, to fchewen hem to grctc 
Lordes, that comen thidre. 

And zee fchulle undirllondei that oureLord 
J^Uy in that Nyghte that he was taken, he 
was y lad in to a Gardyn; and there he was 
firft examyned righte fcharply ; and there the 
J ewes fcorned him, and maden him a Crowne 
of the Braunches of Aibefpyne, that is White 
Thorn, that grew in that ftme Gardyn, and 
fetten it on his Heved, fb fade and fb Ibre^ 
that the Blood. ran down be vcodxy places of 
bis Vilage, aod pfobis Necke^ aqd of his Schul** 
dres. And tberj^rj?" bathe White Tbtora ina-' 
ny Vertue$ : For' be that berethe, i^i^tfuithc 
on bim theioofie, no Thondre pe no maner 

of 
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of Tempeft may dere him ; ne in the Hows, 
that it is iooe, may non evylle God entre ne 
come unto the place that it is ione. And in 
that lame Gardyn, Seynt Tefre denyed oure 
Lord thryes. Aftreward was oure Lord lad 
forthe before the BifTchof^es and the May- 
ftres of the Lawe, in to another Gardyn of 
jfnne ; and there alfb he was examyned, re* 
preved and fcoroed, and crouned eft with a 
whytc Thorn, that Men clepethe Barbarynes, 
that grew in that Gardyn, and that hathe alfb 
manye Vermes. And afterward he was lad 
in to a Gardyn of Cay f has y and there he was 
crouned with • Eglentier. And aftre he was 
lad in to the Chambre of ^ylate^ and there 
he was examynd and crouned. And i\itjew€s 
fetten him in a Chayere and cladde him in a 
Mantelle ; and there made the! the Croune of 
Jonkes of the See ; and there thei kneled to 
him, and skomede him, feyenge, Ave^ Rex 
Judeorum^ that is to feye, heyl Kyng of 
Jewes. And of this Croune, half is at Ta- 
tysy and the other half at Cojiantynoble, And 
this Croune had Crift on his Heved, whan he 
was don upon the Cros : And therfore oughte 
Men to worfchipe it and holde it more wor« 
thi than ony of the othere. 

f Enflentn^ E. I, z. F, i, i. EtUntinif E, 4* 

C And 



rS The Votage and Tretvatle of 

And theSpere fcb&ft bathe the Eioperour of 
AbMfne ; bat the Hcvcd is at Tarys. And 
natbcles theEmperoar ci CoftantyniAkicyxhc 
that he hathe the Spere Hoed: and I: have 
often cyme feen it; font it is.grectere than 
chat at Tarys. 

Cap. III. 

Of the Cytee of Coftantynoble, and of 

the Fetthe of Grekis. 

AT Cdfiantynoble lycche Styi^xc Anne 
oore Ladyes Modre, whom Seynte 
£lyne dede bryi^e fro Jerufalem. And there 
lyethe aUb the Body oiJohnCriJbfiome^ that 
was Erchebiflchopp of Qfftantynobk. :And 
there lythe al(b Seynt LMke the-fivaungelift : 
For his Bones wcrein broi^htefrom jB^f^i^iffy^t 
where he was bery ed. Andmapy othere^flikes 
ben there. And there is theVeflelte of jSt^iy 
as it were ofMarbelle^ t(iat'JV{ai d^^cnrEfiy- 
dros, tha.t evermore dropp^th Watrc^ :.aod^* 
€thc( bimfelf evericbe zeer, till that it^ over 
above, withonten diat thacMen cafcc £K>wich- 
inne. 

Coftanty^ 
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Coftantynoble is a fulle fayr Cytee, and a 
gode and a wel walied^ and it is three corner- 
ed. And there is an Arm of the See Helle- 
JPant: and fiim Men callen it the Mouthe of 
OfioHtynoblei andfomMen callen it the Brace 
of Seynt George: and that Aroi doiethe the 
two partes of the Cy tee. And upward to the 
See, upon the Watre, was wont to be the 
grete Cy tee of Troye^ in a fulle layr Playn : 
But that Cy tee was deftroy ed by hem oiGrece^ 
9 and lytylle apperethe there of, be caufe it fo 
loDge fithe it was defttoyed. 

AboutenGr^r^ there ben many lies, as *Gi- 
liftrey ^ Cakasj ^ Critige^ ^ Tesbrioy « Mynea^ 
^ FlaxMj Meloy Car fate zn^ Lempne . And 
in this lie is the Mount Athos^ that paflcth 
the Cloodes* And there hen many dyvcrs 
Laitgages and many Contreys, that ben obe- 
dyent to thcEmperoor; that is to feynTz/r- 
^tf//f» Tyneynard^ Cemange^ and manye q« 

* CaUfirt, E. i» 2» 3» 4. CalUftt is one of the Cydades. 

k Caldwsi L. X, 3. It is wanting in £. i, i. 

c Ciiigt^ £. I. drtygtp £• z. d^ge, £. 3. Crtuifgla, 
L. I, %. Ortigo^ L. 3. SeUyg^t E. 4. Ortigia, I. 

^TksUfUp £. i^ z^ 3. ThoyfirUt £.4. Ireshria, L. i, i«' 
JjfltryM, L. 3* VUtfmut L 

« Arpona^ £. x. MyMfUif E. i, 3, 4. jithos^ M'm$Xt L. r« 
:M0mxt L. X. MitM^ L. 3. A&rM» 1. ^fy;7i4 is a Town in 
the Ifle Am§rgtu. 

f Vdxt§fh £. 7, 3, 4* ¥Ux0nt L. 3. Tlax^n^ I. This Place 
and the three next arc wanting in £. i. 
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there, as Trachye^ and Macedoigne^ of the 
whiche Al'tfandte was Kyng. In this Con- 
tree was jiriftotle born, in a Cy tee that Men 
clepen Stragers, a lytil fro the Cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers tythe Arift6tle\ 
and there is an Awtier upon his Toumbe : 
And there makeli.Men grete Feftes of hym 
every zeer, as thoughe he were a Scynt. And 
at his Awtier, thei holden here grete Con- 
feilles and here A/Iembleez : And thei hopen, 
that thorghe in^iracioun of God and of him, 
thei fchulle have the better Confeille. In this 
Contree ben righte hyghe Hilles, toward the 
ende of Macedonye. And there is a gret Hille, 
that Men clepen Olympus^ that departeth Ma- 
cedonye and Trachye : And it is (b highe, that 
it pafTeth the Cloudes. And there is another 
Hille, that is clept Athos^ that is {o highe, 
that the Schadewe of hym rechethe to 
g Lemfne^ that is an lie ; and it is jC Myle 
becwene. And aboven at the cop of theHille, 
is the Eir fb deer, that Men may fynde no 
Wy nd there. And therfore may no Beft ly ve 
there ; and fb is the Eyr drye. And Men 
feye in theife Contrees, that Philofophres Ibm 
tyme wenten upon theife Hilles, and helden 

s According to the old Grw* Vcrfc, "K^y^ »«A»V7« wAip^ 
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to here Nofe a Sponnge moyftcd with Watre, 
for to have Eyr ; for the Ey r above was fo 
drye. And aboven, io .the Dull and in the 
Powder of thoHilles, thci wroot Lettres and 
Figures with hire Fingtes: and at the zeres 
^ende thei comen azen, and founden the fame 
JLettres and Figures, the whiche thei hadde 
writen the zeer before, withoutcn ony de- 
faute. And therfore it femethe wel, chat theife 
•Hilles pa|Ien the Clowdes and joynen to the 

pure Eyr. 

At Cqftantynoble is the Palays of the Em« 
.peroor, righte fair and wel dyghte : and there- 
in is a fair place for Juftynges, or for other 
Pleyes and Defportes. And it is made with 
Stages, and hath D^rees aboute, that every 
Man may wel fe, and non greve other. And 
undre theife Stages, ben Stables wel y vowted 
- for the Emperours Hors ; and alle the Pileres 
ben of Marbelle. And with in the Chirche 
of Seynt4$V^^/V, an Emperour fomtyme wolde 
have biryed the Body of his Fadre, whan he 
was ded ; and as thei maden the Grave, thei 
ibunden a Body in the Erthe, and upon the 
Body lay a fyn Plate of Gold ; and there on 
was writen, in EbreUj Grece and Latyn^ Let- 
tres that feyden thus, Jefus Crijius nafcetur 
fifPlrgineMziiz, ® ego credo in cum: That 

C3 is 
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lis to feyne, Jefu Crift ichdle be born of the 
Vii^yn6 Marie^ and I trowc in hym. And 
the Date whan it was leyd in the Erthe, was 
aooo zeer before ourc Lord was born. Add 
zet is the Plate of Gold in the Threforye of 
the Chirdie. And Men feyn, that it was 
Hermogene the Wife Man. 

And zif aile it fb be, dhat Men of Gre^e 
benCriflene, zit they varien from oureFeithe. 
For thei feyn, that the Holy Goft may not 
come of the Sone ; but alle only of the Fadir. 
And thei are not obedyent to the Chirche of 
Rtme^ ne to the Pope. And thei feyn, that 
here Patriark hathe as meche Power over the 
See, as the Pope hathe on this fyde the See. 
And therfore Pope Johne the ix^ fende Let- 
tres to hem, how Criftene Feithe icholde ben 
alle on ; and that thei icholde ben obedyent 
to the Pope, that is Goddis Vacrie pn Erthe; 
to whom God zaf his pleyn Power, for to 
by nde and to afToilie : And therfore thei fcholde 
ben obedyent to him. And thei fenten azen 
dy vcrfc Anfweres ; and amonges othere, thei 
feyden thus ; TotenttMm tuam fummamj circa 
tuos fubjeBosj firmiter credimus. Super bi- 
am tuam fummam tolerare non foffumus. A- 
"varltiam tuam fummam fatiarc n&n inten- 
dimus. ^(minus tecum : fuia 7)$miuus na^ 

* bifcum 
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Hfcum eft. That is to fcye : ^^ ^r^w^ O)^/, 
thut thi Tower is gret upon thi Subgettes. 
We mat not fuffre thin highe Ttyde. We 
ben not in furfos to fulfiUe thi gret Cove^ 
tyjfi. Lord be with The : For oure Lord is 
with us. Fare weile. And other Anfwere 
mygbtc he not have of hem. And ^dib thei 
make here Sacrement of the Awteer of Therf 
Bred : For oure Lord made it of fuche Bred, 
whan he made his Mawndee. And on the 
Scherethors Day make thei here Therf Bred^ 
in tokeoe of the Mawndee, and dryen it ai; 
the Sonne, and kepen it alle the TLttt^ and 
zeyen it to ieke Men, in ftede of Goddis Bo- 
dy. And thei make but on Unxioun, whan 
thei Griftene Children. And thei anoynte not 
the (eke Men. And thei feye, that there nys 
no Porgatorie, and the Souks ichulle not have 
nouther Joye ne Peyne, tiUe the Day of 
Doom. And thei feye, that Fornicatioun is 
no Sy nne dedly, but a thing that is kyndely : 
and the Men and Women fcholde not weddc 
but ones ; and whofb weddethe oftere than 
ones, hereCUddren ben Baftardis and geten in 
Synne. And here Preftis aifo ben wedded 
And thei feye alio, that Uiure is no dediy 
Synne. And thei iellen Benefices of Holy 
Chircbe: And b don Men in othere Places: 
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God amende it, whan his Wille \%. And 
chat is gret Sclaundre. For now is Symo- 
nye Kyng crouned in Holy Chirche : God 
' amende '\t for his Mercy. And thei feyn, chat 
in Lencone^ Men fchulle not fade, ne fynge 
Maffe ; but on the Satreday and on the San- 
day. And thei fade not on the Satreday^ no 
tyme of the Zeer, but it be Crifiemajfe even 
or Eftre even. And thei luf&c not the La- 
tynes to fyngen at here Avvteres: And zif 
thei done, be ony Ayenture,anon thei waflcben 
the A wteer with holy Watre. And thei feyn, 
that there icholde be but o Ma(Te feyd at on 
Awtier, upon o Day. And thei feye alfo, that 
oure Lord ne eet nevere Mete 2 But he made 
tokene of etyng. And alfo thei feye, that wee 
fynne dedly, in fohavyjige oure Berdes. For 
the Berd is tokene of a Man, and Zifto of 
oure Lord. And thei feye, that wee.lynne 
dedly, in etynge of Belles, that weren for- 
boden in the Old Tejiementy and of the olde 
Lawe ; as Swyn, Hares, and othere Belles, 
that cfaewen not here Code. And thei feyn, 
that wee fynnen, whan wee et^n Fleffche on 
the Dayes before Affcbe Wednefday^ and of 
that that wee eten Fleflche the frtdnf^ayj 
and Egges and Chefe upon the Fry dayes. ' And 
thei ^cpurfen alle tho, that abfteynen hem to 
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ptcn Fleffchc the Satredajf. Alfb the Empc- 
rour of Coftantynoble maketbe the Pacriarke, 
the Ercheby/Tchoppes and the Biflhoppes ; and 
zevethe the Digny tees and the Benefices of 
Chirches, and deprivethe hem that ben wor- 
thy, wfaaa he fyndethe opy Cauie. And ib 
is hp Lord bothe temperelle and ipirituelle^ in 
his Contree. And zif zee wil wite of here 
A» B, C, whatLettres thei ben, here zee may 
feen hem, with the Names, that thei depeo 
hem there amonges hem. 

a Alpha, iS Betha, y Gamma, ^Deltha, i Ep- 
filon, ^ Zeta, n Eta, Thetai 1 Iota, x Kappa, 
A Lambda, /* My, k Ny, | Xi, Omicron, 
9- Pi, ^ Rho, (T Sigma, r Tau, uUpHlon, (p Ph^ 
X Chi, i^ Pli, a Omega. 

And alie be it that theiie thinges toachen 
not to o way,nevertheles thei toachen to that, 
that I have hight zou, to Ichewe zou a partie 
of Cufiumes and Maneres, and dy verfitees of 
Contrees. And for this is the firfte Contree, 
that is diipordant in Feythe and in Beleeve, 
and variethe from oure Feythe, on this half 
the See, therefore I h^ve (ett it here, that zee 
may knowe the dyverfitee that is betwene 
pmre Feythe and theires. For many Men han 
gret lykynge, to here fpeke of ftraunge thinges 
pf dyvafc Contreyes. 

Cap. 
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Chap. IV. 

Of the tfeje fro Coftanty noble to Jc- 
txi^^m. Of Seynt John the Evmm- 
gd^ ; and of Ypocras Doubter y 
trmsfopmed from etWdmemto aDra- 
goun* 

T^T OVt recoTDe I azen» for to tcchc zou the 
l\f ^zy homCoftantyno^le to Jerufalem. 
ffe chat wol cfaorghe Turkye^ he gothe to- 
ward" the Cy tec of -A^i^, andpafTcchethoighe 
the zate oi ^ Chienetcutj andalle weyesMen 
feen before hem the Hille of Chienetout^ that 
* is righte highe : And it is a M yle and an half 
from Nyke. And whofp wil go be Watre, 
be the Brace of Seynt George^ and by the 
See^ where Seynt Nicholas lyethe, and to- 
ward many other naces : Firfl: Men gothe to 
an Ue^i that is dept Sylo. In that He grow- 
ethcMaftyck on finale Trees : and oat of hem 
comethe Gomme, as it were of Plombtrees or 
of Cherietrees. And aftregonMen thorghe the 
iTe of Tathmos : And there wrot Seynt Jcbm 
theEvanngeliftytheApocalips. AndzeefchoHe 

k Tbriviw, E. I. Chlvhot, £• i, }, 4* CJvniMtf F. t. 
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undiieftonde, that Seynt J^hnewas of Age 3% 
Zecr, whan oure Lord fuffied his Paflioun ; 
and aftre his Paflioun, he lyvede 67 Zeer, 
and in the loo^^ Zeer of his Age he dyede. 
From TathmosMea goo unto Ephefim^ a £ttf 
Cicee and nyghe to the See. And there dyede 
Seynte J^bnCi ^nd was boryed behyiide the 
highe Awtiere, in a Toumbe. And there is 
a fair Chirche. For Criftene Men weren wonc 
to holden that Pkce alweyes. And in the 
Toinbe of Seynt Jobm is neughte but Maiyuii 
that is d^t'Anngeles Mete. Fof his Body 
was tranflated in to Paradys. And Turkes 
holden now alle that Place, and the Citee 
and the Chirche. And alle Jifie the lefle is 
y cleped Tiiri^. And zee (chuUe undreftonde^ 
chat Seynt Jobue leet make bis Grave there ia 
hisLy^ and leyd himTelf there inne aUe quyk 
And therfbre fomme Men feyn, that he dyed 
noughte, but that he reftethe there til the Day 
of Doooa ^ And forfothe there is a gret Mar« 
vey le : For Men nuy fee there the £rthe of 
the Tombe apertly many tymes (leren and 

> Long before our Author's time, the Text, in *^9hn ziL 
11, 13, in the vulgar Lat'm^ happen'd to be chang*d in favour 
of this Notion : F9r J^fusi Anfwer to Ptori Queftion about 
John ; Lirdy and what Jhall this Man dofis there, Sie $mn 
vU moMitt donee vemam ; the Conjundtion Sh being dropt, 
by means of Sic following. 

meven^ 
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meveD, as there weren quykJke thinges on* 
dre. 

And ftom Ejphefim Men goo thorghe many 
lies in the See, unto the Cy tee of ^ Taterancj 
where Seynt Nicholas was born, and ib to 
1 Martha^ where he was chofen to ben Bif^ 
fchoppe : and there growethe right gode Wyn 
and ftrong ; and that Men cailen Wyn of Mar- 
tha: And from thens gon Men to the lie of 
Crete^ that the Emperour zaf fbmtyme to 
n Jantweys. And thanne pafTen Men thorghe 
the Ifles of Cohs and of » Lango ; of the 
whiche lies Tfocras was Lord ofie. And fbme 
Men feyn, that in the He oi Lango is zit the 
Dooghtre of Tfocras^ in forme and lykenefle 
of a gret Dragoon, that is an hundred Fadme 
oflengthe, asMenfeyn: For I have not feen 
hire. And thei of the lies cailen hire, Lady 
of the Lond. And fche lyethe in an olde 
Caftellei in a Cave, and fchewethe twyes or 
thryes in the Zeer. And fche dothe non harm 
to no Man, but zif Men don hire* harm. And 

* Patbdn^ E. i. Patrau^ F. r. Patyram^ E i. Pater An^ L. r, 
2> 3» 4 Paurdn^ £. 3. MmUca^ I, Patiram Civhatem Pan- 
MPme^ L. 4. It (hould be PMterd^ a City of Lycia. 

I Mark^^ £. 1, 3, 4« Mdma^ F 1, Mlmormm^ L. i, i. 
Myrrbfiom^ L. 3, 4. Marma, I. It ihould be Myrs, and City 
of Lyda. » The Gnuifi. 

« Lango is but another Name of the file Cm OTC§ifes, where 
HiffccraSis the lumous Phyfician was born. 

fche 
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fche was chds chaiioged and transformed, from 
a fair Damyfele, in to lykoefTe of a Dr^oun, 
beaGoddefTe, that was clq)t<*2)^tf)!r^. And 
Men (eyn, that fche fchalle fb endure fn that 
forme of a Dragoun, unto the tyme that a 
Knyghte come, that is fo hardy, that dar come 
to hire and kifle hire on the Mouthe : And then 
(challe fche tume azen to hire owne Kynde, 
and ben a Woman azen : But aftre that fche 
fchalle not liven loi^e. And it is not longe 
fiththen, that a Knyghte of the Rodesj that 
was hardy and doughty in Armes, feyde that 
he wolde kyfTen hire. And whan he was 
upon his CourfcH'e, and wente to the Caftelle^ 
and entred in to the Cave, the Dragoun lifte 
up hire Hed azenft him. And whan the 
Knyghte faw hire in that Forme fo hidous and 
fb horrible, he fleyghe awcy. And the Dra- 
goun bare the Knyghte upon a Roche, maw- 
gre his Hede; and from that Roch^ fche 
cafle him in to the See : and (b was loft bothe 
Hors and Man. And alfb a zonge Man, that 
wifte not of the Dragoun, wente out of a 
Schipp, and wente thorghe the He, til that he 
come to the Caflelle, and cam in to the Cave; 
and wente fb longe, til that he fond a Cham- 
brey and there he Onighe a Damyfele, that 

kembed 
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keiirf)ed hire Hede, and lokede im a Myrour ; 
aod icbe hadde tncche Trdbure abouteo hire : 
luod he trowed, chat fche hadde ben a comoun 
Woioan» tbac dwelled there to refeey ve Meii 
fo Folye. And he abode, tille the Damyfele 
ianghe the Ichadewe of him in the Myrour. 
And fche turned hi^e toward him, and asked 
bym, what he wolde. Aod he (eyde, he wolde 
bea hire Limmaa or Paramour. And fche 
asked him, zif that he were a Knyghte. And 
he feyde, nay. And than fche feyde, that 
he myghte not ben hire Lemman : But fche 
bad him gon azen unto his Felowes, and 
make him Knyghte, and come axen upon 
the Morwe, and fche fcbolde come out of the 
Cave before him ; and thaone come and ky (Te 
hire on the Mowtbe, and have no Drede; for 
I fchalle do the no maner harm, alie be it that 
thou fee me in lyknelQe of a Dra^oun. For 
^oia^he thou fee me hidouie and horrible to 
Ipkeu onne, I do the to wytene, that it is 
madebeEnchauotement. Forwithoutendout^ 
I am non other than thoa ieeft now, a Wo- 
man i and therfore drede the nougbte. And 
zif thon kyife me, thou fthait have alle this 
Treibure, and be my IiOrd, and Lord alio of 
alle that He. Aod he departed firo hire and 

wente 
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wente ix> his Felowes to Spfaippe, tsA ls«c 
make him Kaygbce, aod cam zxga .ap9n -tbt 
morwe, for to kyffc thisDftoiyiele. And wl^ko 
heiiiiighf jiise wmen out of tibcC^ye, inionne 
cf aDfi^ono^ ib liictei^re ^ukI ib h04^ i^ 
hadde ib gret drede, that he Htf^ 0gm io 
the Schippe; and fche fble^^ liwt And 
wfaan iohe ((aughe, that ihc turoed mtf: aMo^ 
fche b^an to ciye, ;»s .a jcUag 4itMC dndd^ 
meche Socwe : afid thaone icfac fmiicd azsn# 
10 ro hire .Cave; aed anon the Kayghce^dycde. 
And fichcfaen htdreward^ myghgenodOnygbtt 
le hire, !biit that heid/ede anoo. Ax whaH 
Kny^e cooiechey :thac is^b Juudjdo lUffc 
he fchalle not dy« $ k»t he fekdleEoiot 
the Damyfele in to hire righce Forme and 
kyndely Schapp» and he fchal be Lead of aUe 
the Cohtreyes and lies aboveieyd. 

And horn thens Msa oomen «o chcile .cf 
Jiode\Sj the whiche He PHaQntalores dboldeo 
and govemen ; and that token thd ^sntyme 
from the Emperour : And it was wont to be 
dept ^ ColJos ; and fo callen it the Turks zit. 

p An Order of Knights, called aUb Knights of St 2M» of 

<i From the C0lolfms there, an Image of JufiHr, 70 Cu* 
bits or 105 Foot lugh ; being one of the Wondcii of the 
World. 

And 



3 1 The Foiage and Travaile of 

And Stynt'^Touly in hisEpifUes^ writeth to 
liem of that He, ad Coloffenfes. This He is 
nyghe 800 Myle from Coftantynoble. 

Aod from this He of Rodes^ Med gon to 
Gfre^ where bethe many Vynes, that firft 
ben rede, and aftre o Zeer, thei becomen white : 
and theiie Wynes that ben mod white^ bed 
moftdereandbeftof fmelle. AndMenpaflen 
be that Way, be a Place that was wont to ben 
a gret Cy tee and a gret Lond : and the Cytee 
was dept •Cathailfye : the whiche Cytee and 
Lond was loft, thoighe Folye of a zongeMan. 
For he had a £iyr Damyfele, that he loved 
wel, to his Paramour ; and iche dyed fodey n* 
ly, and was don in a Tombe of Marble : and 
for the grete Loft, that he had to hire, he 
wente in the Nyghte unto hire Tombe and 
opened it, and went in and lay be hire, and 
wente his wey. And whan it came to the ende 
of nine Monethes, there com a Voys to hinf, 
and feyde. Go to the Tombe of that Woman, 

' The Aathor had the concurring Opinion of fome mo- 
dem Gntks, that this was the Place, to which Sx.PmI dfrcds 
his Epiftle to the CoUfums. But that it was not this Place, 
but C§Uff4t^ a City of Phr^pm Majar^ appears from the Con- 
dufion of the Epiftle, where mention is made of LM^dkts 
and HHTdfalis^ two ndghbooring Cities of Pbryps Msj^r. 

•CstdU^ £. I. SatUUy, £. z, 3,4. Satbalii^ L. 3,4* Choh 
t4Ui^ F. a. CMtdiUie^ F. i, Cattalk, L.i ft#, L. i. 5#- 

M//4, I. 

and 
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and open ic and beholde what thou had: be- 
goten on hire ; and zif thou lette to go, thod 
jfchalt have a gret harm. And he zede and o- 
pened the Tombe ;. and there flcyghe out an 
^ Eddere righte hidous to fee ; the Whiche al^ 
fwythe fleighe aboute the Cy tee and the Con- 
tree ; and fone aftre the Cy tee fank dowil. 
And there ben minye periloufe pafTageS. 

Fro Roiies to Cypre^ ben foo Mylc and 
more. But Men may gon to Cyfre^ and comb 
not at Rodes. Cypre is righte a gode He and 
a fayr and a gret, and it hathe 4 princypallc 
Cytees within him. And there is an Erche- 
byfihoppe at "" Nichojiey and 4 othei-e Byf^- 
fchoppes in that Lorid. And at Famagoft is 
bn of the princypaile Havenes of the See^ 
that is in the World : and there arry ven CrU 
dene Men and ^arazynes and Men of alld 
Nadouns. In Ctj^re is the Hille of the Holy 
Cros ; and there is an Abbeye of MonkiS 
blake ; and there is the Cros of T>i/mas the 
gode Theef, as I have feyd before *. And fumm6 
Men trowen, that there is half the Croflc oF 
bure Lord : but it is not fo : and thci dod 

. t All the Manuftripts but that the Book is piiri.cd from'; 

have it, an Head, , , .. 

» tama^ufia, all the Latin Mahufcripts have it, and thaC 
tifiht. » Page i rv 

D evyllQ 
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cvy lie, that toake Men to beleevc fo. la Qiffc 
Jythe Seynt y Zeuomyne : of whom Men of 
that Contrce maken gret Solempny tec. And 
in the Caftclk of Amours ^ lythe the Body of 
S^yniHyUarie-y andMenkepenitrighte wor* 
fchipfully . And befyde Famagofi^ was Seynt 
Barnabee the Apoftle born. In Qipre Men 
hunten with ^ Papyonns^ that ben lyche Lc- 
pardes: and thei taken wylde Belles tighte 
welle, and thei ben fomdeUe more than Ly- 
cqns; and thei taken more fcbarpely the 
Beftes and more dely verly, than don Houodes. 
In Cifre is the manere of Lordis and alle o- 
there Men> alle to eten on the Erthe. For 
thei make Dycbes in the Erthe alle abonte in 
the Halle, depe to the Knee» and thei do pave 
hem: and whan thei wil ete, thet gon there 
in and fytten there. And the Skylle is, for 
thei may ben the more freiTche : For that Lond 
is meche more hottere than it is here. And 
at grete Feftes and for Straungeres, thei letten 
Formes and Tables* as Men don in this Con- 
tree : but thei had lever fytten \xi the Erthe. 

From Cyprcy Men gon to the Lond oije- 
rufalepiy be the See : and in a Day and in a 
Nyghte, he that hathe gode Wynd, may come 
to the Havenc of Thirej that now is clept 

Surrye. 
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Surtye. There was ibmtyme a gret Cytce 
and a gode, of Cry dene Men : but Sarazins 
han deiboycd it a gret partye ; and thei kepe 
that Havene right welle, for drede of Criftenc 
Men. Men myghte go more right to that 
HaveDe, and come not 'mCypre: but thei gon 
gladly to Cyfrcy to refte hem on the Loud, 
or elles to bye thingis, that thei ha?e nede to 
here ly vyngc. On the See fyde. Men may 
fynde many Robyes. And there is the Welle, 
of the whiche Holy Writt fpekethe ofie, and 
ftythe, ^Fens Qrtorumy & Tuteus Jqua-- 
rum viyentium. That is to feye^ The Welle 
of Gardyns^ and the ^Dyche of lyvynge Wa- 
tres. In this Cy tee of Tbire^ Icydc the Wo- 
man to oure Lord, Beat us Venter qui te for- 
tavity & Ubera que Juccijii : That is to f ey e, 
Blejfed be the Body^ that the baar^ and the 
Nappes that thou fbwkedeji. And there oure 
Lord forzaf the Woman of Cbananee hire 
Synnes. And before Tyre^ was wont to be 
the Ston> on the whiche oure Lord fat and 
prechede: and on that Ston, was founded the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyour. 

And 8 Myle from Tyre^ toward the Eft^ 
upon the See, is the Cytee oi Sarf hefty in 
Sareft of Sydonyens. And there was wont 

• Canticles IV. 15, 

D % fot 
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for to dwelle Helye the Prophete ; and there 
reyfed he Jonas theWydwes Sone fromDethe 
to Lyf. And s Myle frO Sarphen^ is the Cy- 
tee oi Sydon: of the whicheCitee, ^ydo was 
Lady, that was -£»^^j* Wy f aftre theDeftruc- 
cioun of Trqye ; and that founded the Cytee 
of Cartage in Affrtck^ and now is cleped 
^ T>ydon Sayete. And in the Cytee of Tyr^j 
regned Agenore the Fadre oiT>ydo. And 16 
Myles from Sydon^ is Beruthe. And froiti 
Beruthe to Sardenare^ is 3 Journeyes. And 
from Sardenavy is 5* Myle to fDamask. 

And whofb wil go longe tyme on the See, 
* and come nerrer to Jeru/alemy he fchal go fro 
Ciprcy be See, to the Port Jajf. For that is 
the qexte Havene to Jerufakm. For fro that 
Havene, is not but o Day Journeye and an 
half to Jerufakm. And the Town is called 
Jaff\ for on of the Sones of iVi?^, thathighte 
Jafhety founded it; and now it is cXtipt Joj^jpe. 
And zee fchulle undreftonde, that it is on of 
the oldeft Townes of the World : For it was 
founded before Noes Flode. c And zitt there 

^ Didonfarttf E. 4. 

<= And there be Bones of a Geant's Syde 40 Foot long, 
E. I, 1, 3, 4- but the French and Latin Manufcripts agr^e 
with this Text. Such was the Ignorance of thofc Times, as 
to miftake Andromeda, for the Monftcr that was to have <ic- 
vourcd her. 

fchewethe 
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fchewethe in the Roche iher, as the Irene 
Cheynes were feftned, that Andromade a grct 
GeauDt was bouDden with, and put inPrclbun 
before Noes Flode : of the whiche Geaunt, is 
a Rib of his Syde, that is 40 Fotc longe. 

And whofo wil arryve at the firftc Port 
of Thire or of Surre^ that I have fpoken 
of before, may go be Londe> zif he wil, to 
Jerufalem. And Men gothe fro Surre un- 
to the Citee of Dacoun in a Day, And it 
was ciept fbmtyme Tholomayde. And it wc\s 
fbmtyme a Cytee of Crifteueraen, fulle fair ; 
but it is now deflroyed : and it flont upon the 
See. And fro Veny/e to Akoun^ be Sec, is 
xo8o Myles of Lombardye, And fro Calabre 
or itoCecyle 10 Akoutiy be See, is 1300 Mylcs 
oi Lombardye. And the He of Crete is right 
in the myd weye. And befyde the Cy tee of 
Akoun^ toward the See, no Furlonges on the 
right fyde, toward the Southe, is the HylJc 
oiCarmelyttj where Helyas theProphetedwcI- 
lede ; and there was firft the Ordre of Freres 
Carmes founded. This Hille is not right grcr, 
ne fulle highe. And at the Fotc of this Hillc 
was fomtyme a gode Cytee of Criftene Men, 
that IVien cleped Cayphas ; For Cayph^s firft 
founded it : but it is ao\y ajle wafted. And 

' . • * 

on the lift fyde of the Hille Carmelytt-, i,s a 

P 3 to^uy 
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Town, that Men clepcn Saffire : and that ii 
fett on another Hille. There Scynt James 
and Seynt Johne were bom : and in the Wor- 
fchipe of hem, there is a fair Chirche. And 
fro Tholomayde^ that Men clepen now Akoun^ 
unto agret Hille, that is cleptiSr^/Zf oiThires^ 
is ICO Furlonges. And befyde the Cytee of 
Akoufiy renneth a iy tille Ry vere, that is clept' 
Belon. And there nyghe, is the FoflTe of Men- 
noHj that is alle round ; and it is loo Cubytes 
of largenefTe, and it is alle fulle of Gravelle, 
fchynynge brighte, ofthc whicheMen maken 
fair Verres and clere. And Men comen ftp 
fer, by Watre in Schippes, and be Londe with 
Cartes, for to fetten of that Gravelle. And 
thoughe there be nevere {q moche taken awey 
there of, on the Day, at Morwc it is as ftillc 
azen, as evere it was. And that is a gret 
mervaille. And there is eyeremore grct Wy nd 
inthatFofle, that fterethe evercmore the Gra- 
velle, and makethe it trouble. And zif ony 
Man do thereinne ony monerMetalle, it turn- 
ethe anon to GlafTe. And the Glafle, that is 
made of that Gravelle, zif it be don azen iq 
to the Gravelle, it turnethe anon in.to Gra- 
velle as it was firft. And therforc fonune Mea 
feyn, that it is a fweloghe of the gravely 
See. 

Alfa 
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Alfb fro AkouH abovefeyd, gon Men forthe 
4 Journees to iht Citee of ^alefiyn^ that was 
of the Thilijiyenesy that now is clept Gazdy 
that is a gay Cytee and a riche ; and it is righte 
fiiyr, and fulle of Folke, and it is a ly tillc fro 
the See. And from this Cytee broughte Safnj[>- 
Jan the (Irongep theZates upon an higheLond, 
whan he was taken in that Cytee : and there 
he flowghe in a Palcys the Kyng and hymfelf, 
and gret nombre of the befte of the Thilijli^ 
enesj the whiche had put out his Eyen, and 
fchaven hisHed, and enprifbund him, beTre- 
fbun of^alUa his Paramour. And therefore 
he made falle upon hem a gret Halle, whan 
thei were at Mete. And from theiis, gon Men 
to the Cytee of Cefaire, and fo to the Ca- 
ftelle of Vylgrymes^ and fo to Afcolonge^ and; 
than to Jaffe^ ^nd fo to Jerufalem. 

Cap. V. 

0/ man^e Names of Soudans^ and of 
the Tour e?/Babiloyn, 

AND whofo wille go be Londe, thorghe 
theLond oiBabyloynej where the Sow^ 
^ dwellethe comonly, he mofte gete Grace 

P4 ^f 
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of him and Leve, to go more fikerly thoighe 
f ho Londes ^nd Contrees. And for to go to 
the Mount of Synay^ before that Men gon to 
Jerufalem^ thei fchalle go fro Gaza to thf 
Caftelie of Dajre. And after that, Men comen 
out of Surrycy and entren in to Wyldernefic, 
and there the Weye is fondy. And that Wyl- 
dernefle and Defert la(lethe 8 Journeyes. But 
^lleweye$ Men fynden gode Innes, , and alle 
that heni nedethe of Vytaylle. And Men 
clepen that Wylderneffc ^ Achelkke. And 
>vhan a Man comethe opt of that Defert, he 
cntrethe in to Egypt ^ that Men clepen ^gyft 
(Janopac : and aftr? otl^er Langage, Men clepen 
it ^Morjyn. And there firftJMen fynden a 
gode TouD, that is clept ^ Belethc ; and it is 
. ^t the ende of the Kyngdom of Halappe^. 
And from thens Men gon to Babyhyne and to 
^ Cayre. 

Ax. Babyhyne there is a faireChirche of oufe 
Lady, where fche dwelled 7 Zeer, whan fche 
fleyghe out of the Lond of Judety for drede 
pf Kyng lleroude^ ^nd there ly the theBo^y 
of Scy nt Barbre the Virgine and Martyr. And 
^here duelled Jofepbcy whan he was fold of 

^Alh'yUt.Y.x. jibyUf, F.r. jilhelet, L.i,2. A^jUcki h y 
« Mirfin^ L. V, 1. Mfrfmr^ I, 3, 4, 
f JR^/^wr, L. J, i. F. I, 2. 
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hisBretherea. And there made Nabugodono- 
zor the Kyng piitte three Children in to the 
Forneys of Fuyr; for thei weren in the righte 
Trouthe of Beleeve : The whiche Children 
Men cleped, Ananya^ Azaria-^ Mizaelle ; as 
fhe Pfalm of Benedicite feythe. But Nabu- 
^odonoz^r cleped hem other wife, Sydrakj 
Mifak and Abdenago : that is Xo feye, God 
glorious, God vidtorious, and God over alle 
Thinges and Remes. And that was for the 
Myracle, that he laughe Goddes Sone go with 
phe Children thorghe the Fuyr, as ne ftyde. 
There duellethe the Soudan in his Calaheljyke, 
(for there is comounly his See) in a fayr Ca- 
ftelle ftrong and gret and wel fett upon a Roche. 
In that Caftclle duellen alle wey, to kepe it 
4nd to ferve the Sowdan, mo than 6000 Per-^ 
fones, that taken alle here NecefTaries of the 
3owdanes Court. I oughte right wel to kno wen 
jt For I duelled with him asSoudyour in his 
Werres a gret while, azen the 8 Bedoynes, And 
he wolde have maryed roc fulle highely, to a 
gret Princes Daughtre, zif I wolde han for- 
fakcn my l^awe and my Beleve. But I thanke 
God, I had no wille to don it, for no thing, 
that he behighten me. And zee fchulle undre- 
(londc, that the Soudan is Lord of 5' Kyng- 



«> 
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domeS) that he hathe conquered and apropred 
to him be Strengthe : And theife ben the 
Names, the Kyngdom ofCandfakj that is E- 
gypt ; and the Kyngdom oijerufalemy where 
chat T^avid and Salomtm were Kynges ; and 
the Kyngdom of Surrycj of the whiche the 
Cytee of T)amafc was chief ; and the Kyng- 
dom of Alafpe^ in the Lond of ^ Mathcy 
and the Kyngdom of Arabycy that was to on 
of the 3 Kynges, that made Of&yng to ourc 
Lord, whan he was born. And many othere, 
Londes he holdethe in his Hond. And there 
with alle he holdethe Calyffes, that is a fnlle 
gret thing in here Langage : And it is als meche 
to feye as Kyng. And there were wont to 
ben 5* Soudans : but now there is no mo but 
he oi Egypt. And the firfteSondan was ^Za- 
Tocofty that was oi Mede^ (as was Fadre to 
Sahaladyn) that toke the Califfe of Egypt 
and floughe him, and was made Soudan be 
Strengthe. Aftre that was Soudan, Sahala- 
dyHy in whoos tyme tfcle Kyng of Englonde^ 
Richarde iht^rHty withmanye othere, kepten 
the paflage, that Sahaladyn ne myghte not 
paffen. Aftre Sahaladyn^ regned his Sone 
^Boradyn: andafrrehimhisNephewe. Aftre 

h Dameth^ E. 2, 3, 4. » Taracon, L. i, 2. Suracon, 

L. 3» 4. ^ Bardidyn. L. l^ 2. 
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that UhcComaynz, that wcren in Servagc in 
Egypty fclten hem felf, that thei wercn of 
gret Power, thei chelcn hem a Soudain amongcs 
hem ; the whiche made «" him to ben cleped 
» Melethefalan. And in his tyme entred in 
to theContree,of theKyngcs of Francej Seync 
Lowyzj and foughte with him : and the Sou- 
dan toke him and enprifbund him. And this 
was flayn of his owne Scrvauntes. And aftre 
thei chofen an other to be Soudan, that thei 
cleped Tjympiemaff. And he let delyverea 
Seynt Lowys out of Prefoun, for certeynRan- 
ibum. And aftre on of thcifc Comaynz reg* 
ned, tha^ highte Cir^^, and (loughe 7>m//>* 
ptaftj for to be Soudan : and made him ben 
cleped "^ Me lee hemes. And aftre, another that 
hadde to Name p Bendochdare^ that floughe 
Melechemesy for xo be Soudan ; and cleped 
himfelf 4 Melechdare. In his tyme, entred the 
gode Kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye^ and 
dide gret harm to the Sarrazines. And aftre 
was this Soudan enpoyfound at T)amafie ; 
lind his Sone thoghte to regne aftre him be 
Heritage, and made him to ben cicpt ^ Me- 
lefihfache. But another, that had to Name 
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Elfhyy chaced him out of the Contree, and 
made him Soudan. This Man toke the Cytee 
of Trifollee and deftroycde manye of the 
Criftene Men, the Zeer of Grace 1189: but 
he was anon flayn. Aftre that was the 
Sone oi Elphy chofen to ben Soudan, and 
cleped him ' Mellethajferaff: and he toke the 
Citee of Akoun^ and chaced out the Criftene 
Men: And this was alio enpoyfbnd. And 
th^n was his Brother y made Soudan, and was 
cleped Melechnajfer. And aftre, on that was 
dept ^ Guytoga^ toke him and put him in Pri- 
foun, in the " Caftelle of Mountryvalle ; and 
made him Soudan be ftrengthe, and cleped him 
« Melecbcadelk : And he was of Tartaryne. 
But the Comaynz chaced him out of the Con- 
tree, and diden hym mecbe Sorwe ; and ma- 
den on of hem feif Soudan, that hadde to 
Name y Lacbyn. And he made him to ben 
clcpt * Melechmanfer : the whighe on a Day 
^pleyed at the CheflTe, and his Swerd lay be- 
fyde him ; and (b befelle, that on wratthed 
him, and with his own^ propre Swerd he was 
flayn. And aftre that, thei weren at gret 
Difcord, for to make a $oudan. And fynally 

« Mtlethaferak, L. r. » Gntoga, L. T, l. 

» De Monte regally L. I, 2. * MtlUthtdilU^ L. r. 
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tba accordedai to ^Jrlf:b9JfJTrr^ tlutGw%tf^^ 
iud pot in Prilbun at Mifmmrrr^-^Jr. Ami 
this rcgncde loi^ and govcnicd vrilchr' ; fo 
that his cidcft Sonc was chclen altrc him> 
Melecbemader^ the whichc his Brother * leet 
flc prevyly, for to have the Lcrdlchipe^ and 
made him to ben clept ^ MtkrbmdsUM'm. 
And he was Soudao, whan I departed fro the 
Contrees. And wy tc 7:ee wel, that the Sou- 
dan may ledc out of Egi/ty mo than iocoo 
Men of Armes And out of Senyc^ and out 
of Turkytj and out of other Contrees, that 
he holt, he may arrere mo than yccco. And 
aile tho ben at his Wages : and thei ben alle 
weys at him, withoutcn theFolke of htsCon- 
tree, that is withoutcn Nombre. And eve- 
xyche of hem hath be Zerc, the mountance 
of 6 fcore Floreynes. But it behovcthe, that 
every of hem holdc 3 Hors and a Carney He. 
And be the Cytces and be the Townes, ben 
Amyrallcs, that ban the Governance of the 
Peple. On hath to govcrne 4, and another 
hath to govcrne 5, another mo, and another 
wel mo. And als mochc takethe the Amy* 
ralle be him alione, as alle the other Souldy- 
ours han undre hym. And thcrfore whan the 
Soudan wille avance ony worthi Knyghte^ he 

• Fecit occidi, L. f MelbthmaniUkrtm, L, t, t. 
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maketheliim a Amyralle. And whan it is ony 
Derthe, the Knyghtes ben right pore, and 
thanne thei fellcn bothe here Hors and here 
Harneys. And the Soudan hathe 4 Wyfes, 
on Crillene and 3 Sarax^ines: of the whiche, 
on dweliethe at Jerufalem^ and another at 
^amafce^ and another at Afcalon. And whan 
henx lyd, thei remewen to other Cy tees. And 
whan the Soudan wille, he may go vifite hem. 
And he hathe as many Paramours, as bym 
lykethe. For he makethe to come before htm^ 
the faired and the noblefle of Birthe and the 
gentyllefle Damyleles of his Contree,* and he 
snakethe hem to ben kept and ferved fulle ho- 
Dourabely, and whan he wole have on to lye 
withe him, he makethe hem alle to come be-* 
fore him ) and he beholdethe in alle, whiche 
of hem is moil to his plefance, and to hire 
anon be fendethe or caflethe a Ryng fro his 
Fyngre : And thanne anon iche fchalle ben 
bathed and richely atyred, and anoynted with 
delicat thinges of fwete fmelle, and than lad 
to the Soudanes Chambre. And thus he dothe, 
als often as him lift, when he wil have ony 
of hem. And before the Soudan comethe no 
Strangier, but zif he be clothed in Clothe of 
Gold or of TarUrye or ofCamaka^ in the^Kf* 
razines guyfe, and as the Saraaines ufen. 

And^ 
8 
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And it bchovcthe, that anon at the firftc fight, 
that Men fee the Soudan, be it in Wyndowc^ 
or in what place elies, that Men knele to htm 
and kyfle the Erthe : for that is the manere 
to do Reverence to the Soudanne, of hem that 
(peken with him. And whan that MefTan- 
geres of ftraunge Contrees comeu before him, 
« the Meynee of the Soudan, whan theStraun- 
geres fpeken to hym^ thei ben aboutc the Soul- 
dan with Swerdcs drawen and Gylarmez and 
Axes, here Armes lift up in highe with the 
Wepenes, for to fmyte upon hem, zif thei 
feye ony Woord, that is difplefance to the 
Soudan. And alfb, no Straungere comethe 
before him, but that he makethe him fum Pro- 
mys and Graunt, of that the Straungere ask- 
cthe reibnabely, befo it be nor azcnft his La we. 
And fb don oihere Prynces bezonden. For 
thei feyn, that no Man fchalle come before 
no Prynce, but that he be bettre, and fchalle 
be more gladdere in deparrynge from his pre- 
fences thanne he was at the comynge before 
hym. 

And undirftonde zee, that that Babyloyne 
that I have fpoken o^, where that the Sou- 
dan duellethe, is not that gret Babyloyne^ 
where the Dyverfitee of Langages was firft 

c Gens iplius, L. 
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Inade for Vengeance, by the Myracle of Gbdj 
when the grete Tout of Babel was bcgonneii 
to ben made ; of the whiche the Walles wcrcri 
^ 64 Furlonges of heighthe ; that is in the 
grete befertes of -^r^^f, itpon theWeye, as 
Men gon tovVard the Kyngdom of Caldee. 
But it is fulle longe fithe that ony Man durftc 
neyhe to the Tour : for it is alle deferte and 
fulle of Dragouns and grete Serpentes, and 
fulle of dyverfe venymoufeBefteS alle abouten. 
That Tour, with the Cytee, was of i5'Myle 
in cy rcuy t of the Walles ; as thei of the Con- 
tree feyn, sind as Men may demcn by efty- 
inatioun, aftre that Men tellen of the Cod- 
tree. Aiid thoughc it be clept the Tour of 
Babik^ne^ zit riatheles therfe were ordeyned 
with intie many Manfiouns and many gret 
duellynge Places, in lengthe and brede : And 
that Tour conteyned gret Contree in circuyt: 
JTor the Touralloiie conteyned loMylefqware. 
That Tour founded Kyng Nembrothe^ that 
was Kyng of that ConT:ree*: a:nd he was firftc 
Kyng of the World. And he leet make ah 
Ymage in the lyknefle of his Fadre, and con- 
ftreyned alle his Sufbg^ttes for to worfchipc it. 
And anon begonnen otherc Lordes to do iht 
fame. . And fo begofmefi the Ydoles and thfe 

^ So both Latin and Trench M SS. 
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Symulacres firft. The Town and the Cytec 
weren ftille wel fett in a fair Contree and a 
iPIayn ; that Men clepen the Contree of ^ Sa- 
mar : of the whiche the Walles of the Cytee 
werein ^lOoCubytes in heighte, and fo Cu- 
by tes in breadthe. And the Ry vcre of Eu- 
^hrate ran thorghe out the Cytec and aboute 
the Tour alfo. But Cirus the Kyng ofTerJe 
toke from hem the Ry vere, and deftreyede 
alle the Cytee and the Tour alfo. For he de- 
parted that Ry vere in 360 finale Ryveres; be- 
caufe that be had fworn, that he fcholde putte 
the Ry vere in fiiche poynr, that a WSman 
myghte wel pafTe there, withouten caflynge 
of of hire Clothes ; for als moche as he hadde 
loft many worthi Men, that troweden to 
pafTen that Ryvere by fwymmynge. 

And from Babyloyne^ where the Soudan 
dwellethe, to go right betwene the % Oryent 
and the Septemtryon, toward the grete Ba- 
kyloyncj is 40 Journeycs to paflen be Defart. 
But it is not the ffctc Baifi/oyncj in the Lond 
and in the Ppwere of the feyd Soudan ; but 
it is in the Power and the Lordfchipe of Ter- 
Jye. But he holdethe it of the grete Cham, 

c S$nnaar^ L. l» i* 

f HiTodotus makes them 350 Foot high, 87 Foot thick, and 
4S0 Furlongs or 60 Miles about. s Bail and North. 
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that is the grcttefte Emperour and the mod So - 
vereyn Lord of alle the parties bezonde : and 
he is Lord of the lies of Cathay and of ma- 
ny othere lies, and of a gret pirtie of Inde. 
And his Lond marchethe unto Trejlre Johnes 
Lond ; and he holt fb moche Lond, that he 
knowethe not the ende. And he is mbre 
myghty and grettre Lord withoute Compari- 
Ibun, than is the Soudan. Of his ryallc E- 
itate and of his Myghte, I fchalle (peke more 
plenerly, whan I fchalle fpeke of the Lond and 
of the Contree of Tnde. 

Alfo the Cytee of ^ Methone where Ma- 
chomet ly the, is of the grete Defertes of A- 
rabye. And there lithe the Body of hy m fulle 
honourabely in here Temple, -that the Sara- 
zines clepen Muskethe. And it is fro Baby- 
loyfie the lefTe, where the Soudan duellethe, 
unto Methon abovefeyd, in to a 3 x Joiuneyes. 
And wy tethe wcl, that the Rewmc of Af^a- 
bye is a fulle gret Contree : but there in is 
over moche Dylert. And no Man may dWelle 
there in that Defcrt, for defaute of Watre. 
For that Lond is alle gravelly and fhlle df 
Sond. And it is dryc and nothing fhu^ons ; 
becaufe that it hathe no Moyfhirc : and ther- 
fore is there fo mechc Defart. And zif it 

** Mecca, 
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hadde Ry veres and Welles ; and the Lond alio 
were, as it is in other parties, it icholde ben 
als fiille of Pcple and als fulle enbabyted with 
Folk, as in other Places. For there is ftdle 
gret Multitude of Peple, where as the Lond 
is enhaby ted. Arabye durethe fro the endes 
of the Reme oiCaldee^ unto the lafte ende of 
Affryk^ andmarchethe to theLondof TViMxr^^y 
toward the ende of Botron. And in CaUee^ 
the chief Cytee is ^ Baldak. And of Affryk^ 
the chief Cytee is Cartage^ that ^ydo^ that 
\V2LS Eneas Wyfy founded. The whichc j?»^- 
as was of the Cytee of Troycy and aftrc was 
Kyng of Itaylle. Mefifotamye ftrecchethc 
alfo unto the Defertes oiArahye ; and it '\^ 
a gret Contrce. In this Contree y% the Cytee 
of Araymj where Abrahames Fadree duelled, 
and from y^heciS Abraham departed, be Com- 
mandement of the Aongelle. And of that 
Cytee was ^ Effraymy that was a gret Clerk 
and a gret Dodour. And Theophylus^ was of 
that Cytee alfo, that oure Ladye favede from 
cure Encmye. And Mefofotame durethe fro 
the Ry vere of Eufratesy unto the Ry vere of 
Tygris. For it is betwene tho xRy veres. And 
bezonde the Ry vere of Tygre^ is Caldee^ that 
ii a fiille gret Kyngdom. In that Rewme, at 

£ z Baldak 
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BaUak abovefeyd, was wont to duelle the 
Calyffeez, that was wont to ben bothc as 
Emperour and Pope of the Arabyenez ; fo 
that he was Lord Spirituelle and.Tcmporclle. 
And he was SuccefTour to Machometey and 
of his Gcneratioun. That Cytee oi Baldak 
was wont to ben cleped * Sutis : and Nabugo- 
donozor founded it. And there duelled the 
Holy Prophete Daniel ; and there he faughc 
Vifionnes of Hevene ; and there he made the 
Expofitioun of Dremes. And in old tyme, 
there were wont to be 3 CalyfFez; and thei 
dwelledeo in the Cytee of Baldak above- 
fcyd. 

And at Cayre befides Babyloyne^ duelled the 
Calyffee oi, Egypt, And at Marrok^ upon 
the Weft See, duelte the Calyffce of Barba* 
ryenes and of Affrycanes. And now is there 
non of the Calyffeez, ne noughte han ben, 
fithe the tyme of Sowdan Sahaladyn. For 
from that tyme hidre, the Sowdan clepcthe 
him felf Calyffee. And fo han the CalyfTeez 
y loft here Name. Alfo wytethc wel, that 
Babyloyne the lefle, where the Soudan duel- 
lethe, and at the Cytee of Cayvj that is nyghc 
befyde it, ben grcte huge Cytees manye and 
fayr ; and that on fytt nyghe that other. Ba- 
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byloyne fytt uporrthe Ryvere oiGyfon^ fom- 
tymc depti^/^, that comcthe out of Paradys 
t«reftre. That Ryvere ofNyUj alle thezeer, 
whan the ^nne entrethe in to the Signc of 
Cancer^ it begynncthe to wexe; and it wcx* 
ethe alle weys, als ionge as the Sonne is in 
CancrOy and in the Signe of Lyoune. And it 
wexethe in liiche manere, that it is fbmtyme 
ib gret, that it is zo Cuby tes or more of dep- 
ne^e : and thanne it dothe gret Harm to the 
Codes, that ben upon the Lond. For thanne 
may no Man travaylle to ere the LondeSy 
For the grete Moyftnefle : And therforc is 
there dere Tyme in that Contree. And alfo 
whan it wexethe lytylle, it is dere Tyme in 
that Contree: For defaute of Moyfture. And 
whan the Sonne is in the Signe of VirgOy 
thanne begynnethe the Ryvere for to wane 
and to dccrece lytyl and lytylle; fb that 
whan the Sonne is entred in to the Signe of 
Libra^ thanne thei entren betwene theifeRy- 
veres. This Ryvere comethe rennynge from 
Paradys terreftre, betwene the Defertes of 
Tnde\ and aftre it finytt unto Londe, and 
rennethe Ionge tyme many grete Contrees 
undre Erthe : And aftre it gothe out undre 
an highe Hille, that Men clepen Ahthe^ that 
is betwene Tnde and Ethiofe^ the diftance of 

E 3 five 
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five Moncths Journey cs fro the entree of E- 
thtope. And aftre it envyronnethe alle E- 
thiofe and ^ Morekane^ and gothe alle along 
fro the Lond of Egifte^ unto the Cy tee of 
Al'tfandre^ to the ende of Egipte ; and there 
it fallethe into the See. Aboute this Ry vere 
ben manye Briddes and Foules, as Sikonyes^ 
that tbei ciepen Ibes. 

Egypt is a long Contree ; bat it h ftrcy t, 
that is to fcye narow : for thei may not en- 
largen it toward the Defert, for defautc of 
Watre. And the Contree is lett along upon 
the Ry verc of Nyle ; be als moche as that 
Ryvere may ferve be Flodes or otherwifc, 
that whanne it flowethe, it may fpreden a- 
brood thorghe the Contree : fo is the Contree 
large of Lengthe. For there it reyneth not but 
lityile in that Contree : and for that Caufe, 
they have no Watre, but zif it be of that 
Flood of that Ryvere. And for als moche 
as it ne reynethe not in that Contree, but the 
Eyr is alwey pure and deer, therfore in that 
Contree ben the godc Afbonomyeres : for 
thei fynde there no Cloudes, to ktteu hem. 
Alfo the Cy tee of Cayre is righte gret, and 
more huge than that of B^kyne the lefle : 
And it fy tt aboven toward the Defert of 4$^- 
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rye^ a lytille abovcn the Ryvere abovcfcyd. 
In Egipt there ben x parties ; the H^hte, 
that is toward Ethiojpe ; and the Xowenefle^ 
that is towardes Arabye. In Egypt is the 
Lond of Ramaffes and the Lond of Geffen. 
Egipt is a flrong Contree : for it hathe ma- 
nye fchrewede Havenes, becaufe of the grctc 
Roches, that ben (Ironge and daungeroufe to 
pafle by. And at Egipt^ toward the Eft, is 
the rede See, that durethe unto the Cytee of 
Cofton : and toward the Weft, is the Contree 
of Lybye^ that is a fulle drye Lond, and li- 
tylle of Fniy t : for it is over moche plentee 
of Hete. And that Lond is clept Fuftbe. 
And toward thepartieMeridionaliei$£'/^/(?^^. 
And toward the Northe is the Defarr, that 
durethe unto Syrye: And fo is the Contree 
ftrong on allc fydes. And it is wcl a 1 5- Jour- 
ney es of Lengthe, and more than two fo moche 
of Defert : and it is but two Journeyes in 
Largcnefte. And betwene Egip and Nubye^ 
it hathe wel a ix Journees of Defert. And 
Men of Nubye ben Criftene : but thei ben 
blake as the Mowres, for grete Hete of the 

Sonne. 
In Egipt there ben 5 Provy nces ; that on 

U^itSahythe^ that other highte "^T^emefeer^ 

n Deveorfer^ L. I, 2. DAmafer, F. 1. 
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toother Refithe^ that is an He in Nyte^ ano- 
ther Alifandrey and another the Lond of jD^- 
mtete. That Cytec was wont to fat righte 
ftrong: but it was twycs wonnen of the Cri- 
flene Men : And therfore after that the Sa- 
razines betcn down the Walks. And with 
the Walles and the Tour thereof, the Sara- 
zines maden another Cytee more fer from the 
the See, and clepeden it the newe T>amyete. 
So that now no Man duellethe at the ratherc 
Toun of T>amyete. And that Cytee of l^a- 
tnyete is on of the Havenes oi Egypt: and at 
Alifandre is that other, that is a fuUe ftrong 
Cytec. But there is no Watre to drynke, but 
zif it come be Condyt from Nyle^ that en- 
trethc in tb here Cifternes. And who fb flop- 
ped that Watre from hem, thei myghte not 
endure there. In Egypt there ben but fewc 
f orcelettes or Caftelles, be caufe that the 
Contree is fb ftrong of him felf. At the De- 
fcrtes of Egyfte was a worthi Man, that was 
^n Holy ® Heremyte ; and there mette with 
))ym a Monftre, (that is to feyne, a Monftre 
is a thing diflbrmed azen Kynde both of Man 
pr of Bcft or of ony thing elles : and that '\^ 

rhta^ Of a MtrviyU. This Story is in the Life of Psml 
the Hcrmite, writ by St. Jercm ; and there is a Copy thcre- 
pf in ;be Cotton Library icoo Years old. 
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cicped a Monftre) And this Monftre, that 
mcttc with this Holy Heremytc, was as it 
hadde ben a Mao, that hadde x Homes tren- 
chant on his Forhede ; and he hadde a Body 
Jy k a Man, onto the Nabele ; and benethe he 
hadde the Body lyche a Goot. And the He- 
remyte asked him, what he was. And the 
Monftre anfwerde him, and feyde, he was a 
dedly Creature, fuche as God hadde formed, 
and duelled in thoDefertes, in purchafynge his 
Suftynance ; and befbughte the Heremyte, that 
he wolde prey e God for him, the whicbe that 
cam from Hevene for to faven alle Mankynde, 
and was born of a Mayden, and fiiflred Pafli- 
oun andDethe, (as we well knowen) be whom 
we ly ven and ben. And zit is the Hedc with 
the X Homes of that Monftre at Alifandre 
for a Marveyle. 

In Egypt is the Cy tee of Elyofle^ that is 
to feyne, the Cytee of the Sonne. In that 
Cy tee there is a Temple made round, aftre the 
fchappe of the Temple of Jerufalem. The 
Preftes of that Temple han alle hereWry tynges, 
undre the Date of the Foul that is clept p Fc- 
nix : and there is non but on in alle the World. 
And he com^he to brenne him felf upon the 

p The Author has this Story from PUn*f% Natural Hiftory. 
Ijb. X» Cap. 2. 
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Awtere of the Temple, at the cnde of 5- Hun* 
dred Zeer : for fo longe he ly vethe. And at 
the JOG Zercs ende, the Picftcs arrayen here 
Awtere honefUy , and putten there upon Spices 
and Sulphur vif and other thinges, that wolen 
brenne lightly. And than the Brid Fenix 
comethe, and brennethe hitn felf to Askes. 
And the firft Day next aftre, Men fynden in 
the Askes a Worm ; and t^e fecunde Day next 
aftre. Men funden a Brid quyk and perfyt; 
and the thridde Day next aftre, he fleethe his 
wey. And fb there is no mo Briddes of that 
Kynde in alle the World, but it allone. And 
treuly that is a gret Myracle of God. And 
Men may well lykne that Bryd unto God; be 
caofe that there nys no God but on; andalfbj 
that oure Lord aroos fro Dethe to Ly ve, the 
thridde Day. This Bryd Men feen often tyme, 
fleen in tho Contrees : And he is not meche- 
les more than an Egle. And he hathe a 4 Cref( 
of Fedr^s upon his Hed, more gret than the 
Poocok hathe ; and his Nekke is zalowe, af- 
tre colour of ah Orielle, that is a Ston well 
Ichynynge ; And his Bek is coloured blew, 
as Tnde ; And his Wenges ben of Purpre Co- 
lour, and theTaylle is zelow and red, caftyngc 
his Taylle azen in travers. And he is a fullc 

^Plin. Nat. Hift. L XI. Cap. 37. 
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fairBrid to lokcn upon, azenft the Sonne: for 
he fchynethe fully glorioufly and nobcly. 

Alfo in Egypt ben Gardy ns, that han Trees 
and Herbcs, the vvhiche beren Frutes 7 tymes 
in the Zecr. And in that Lond* Men fynden 
many fayre Emeraudes and y nowe. And 
therefore thei ben there gretterc cheep. Alfo 
whan it reynethe ones in the Somer, in the 
Lond of Egift^ thanne is alle the Contree 
fiille of grete Myrs. Alfo at Cayre^ that I 
ipak of before, fellen Men comounly bothe 
Men and Wommen of other Lawe, as we doa 
here Befles in the Markat. And there is a 
comoun Hows in that Cytee, that is alle 
fulle of fmale Furneys ; and thidre bryngea 
Wommen of the Toun here Eyren of Hennes^ 
of Gees and of Dokes, for to ben put in to 
tho Fumeyfes. And thei that kepen that 
Hows, coveren hem with Hete of HorsDong, 
with oiiten Henne, Goos or Doke or ony o- 
ther Foul ; and at the ende of 3 Wekes or of 
a Monethe, thei comen azen and taken here 
Chickenes and noriflche hem and bryngen 
hem forthe : fo that alle the Contree is folle 
of hem. And fo Men don there bothe Wyntrc 
and Somer. 

Alfo in that Contree, and in othere alfoy 
Men fynden longe Apples to folle, in hire ce- 
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Ibun : and Men clepen hem Apples of Pa- 
radys ; and thei ben righte fwetc and of godc 
Savour. And thoghe zee kutte hem in never 
fo many Gobettes or parries, ovcrthwart or 
end longes, everemore zee fchuUe fynden in 
the myddes, the figure of the Holy Cros of 
oure Lord Jefu. But thei wil roten within , 
8 Days : And for that Caufe Men may not 
carye of the Apples to no fer Contrees. And 
thei han grete Leves, of a Fote and an half of 
lengthe : and thei ben covenably large. And 
Men fynden there alfo the Appulle Tree of 
Adam^ that han a byte at on of thefydes. And 
there ben alfo Fyge Trees, that beren no Leycs, 
but Fyges upon the fmale Braunches : and 
Men clepen hem Fi^es of Tharoon. Alfo be- 
fyAtCayre, withouten that Cy tee, istheFeld 
where Bawme growethe : And it comethe out 
on finale Trees, that ben non hyerc than a 
Mannes breek Girdille; and thei femen as 
Wode, that is of the wylde Vyne. And in 
that Feld ben 7 Welles, that oure Lord Jeju 
Grift made with on of his Feet, whan he wente 
to pleyen with other Children. That Feld is 
not fo well clofed, but that Men may entren 
at here owne lift. But in that Cefonne, that 
the Bawme is growynge. Men put there to 
gode kepyi^e, that no Man dar ben hardy to 

entre. 
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cntrc. This Bawme growcthe in no Place, but 
6nly there. And thoughc tfcat Men bryngen 
of the Plauntes, for to planten in other Con- 
trees, thei growen wel and fayre, but thei 
bryngen forche no frud:uous thing : and the 
Le ves of Bawme. ne fallen noughte. And Men 
kucten the Braunches, with a fcharp Flyntfton 
or with a fcharp Bon, whanne Men wil go to 
kutte hem : For who {o kutte hem with Iren, 
it wolde deftroye his Vertue and his Nature. 
And the Sarazines clepen the Wode Enonch 
balfe ; and theFruyt, the whichc is as ' Quy- 
bybes, thei clepen AbebifTam ; .and the Ly- 
cour, that droppeche fro the Braunches, thei 
clepen Guybalfe. And Men maken alle weys 
that Bawme to ben tyled of the Criflenemen, 
or elles it wolde not frudiifye ; as the Sara- 
zines feyn hem felf : for it hathe ben often 
ty me preyed. Men feyn alio, that the Bawme 
growethc in Tnde the more, in that Dcfert 
where the Trees of the Sonne and of the 
Mone fpak to Alifaundre. But I have not 
fcen it. For I have not ben fo f er aboven up- 
ward : becaufe that there ben to many peri- 
loufe Paflages. And wyte zee wel, that a 
Man oughte to take gode kepe for to bye 
Bawme, but zif he cone knowe it righte wel : 

' CuMa, L. 
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for he may righte lyghtcly be difcey vcd. For 
Men fellen a G6me, that Men clepcn Turben- 
tyne, in ftcde of Bawme ; and thei putten there 
to a littille Bawme for to zeven gode Odour. 
And sOme putten Wax in Oyle of the Wode 
of the fruyt of Bawme, and feyn that it is 
Bawme : and sttme deftyll^n Clowes of Gy- 
lofre and of Spykenard of Sfayne and of o- 
there Spices, that ben well fmellynge ; and the 
Lykour that gothe out there of, thei clepe it 
Bawme : and thei wenen, that thei han Bawme ; 
and thei have non. For the Sarazines coun- 
trefeten it be Ibtyltee of Craft, for to difcey- 
ven the Criftene Men, as I have fcen fulle 
many a tyme. And aftre hem, theMarchaun* 
tis and die Apotecaries countrefeten it eft- 
fbnes, and than it is lafle worthe, and a gret 
del worfe. But zif it lyke zou,Ifchalle fchewe, 
how zee fchulle knowe and preve, to the ende 
that zee fchuUc not ben difcey ved. Firft zee 
fchulle wel knowe, that the naturelle Bawme 
is fulle cleer, and of Cytrine colour, and 
fbonge fmellynge : And zif it be thykke or 
reed or blak, it is fophifticate, that is to feyne, 
contrefeted and made lyke it, for difceyt. 
And undreflondethe, that zif zee wil putte a 
litylle Bawme in the Pawme of zoure bond, 
azen the Sonne, zif it be fyn and gode, zee 
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DC fchnlle nor faf!re zoore hand azcnft the 
here of the Sonne. Alfo takethe a lytille 
Bawme, with the poynt of aKnif, and toachc 
it to the fbyr, and zif it brenne, it is a gode 
figne. Aftre take alfb a drope of Bawme, and 
put it in to a Diflche or in aCuppe with My Ik 
of a Goot ; and zif it be naturelle Bawme, a- 
non it wole take and beclippe the My Ik, Or 
put a Drope of Bawme in clere Watrc, in a 
Coppe of Sylver or in a dcre Bacyn, and ftcrc 
it wel with the clere Watre ; and zif that the 
Bawme be fyn and of his owne kynde, the 
Watre fchalle nevere trouble : And zif the 
Bawme be (bphi(licate> that is to feyne amn* 
trefeted, the Watre ichalle become anon trou- 
ble : AndalfoziftheBawmebefyn, it fchalle 
falle to the botme of the VeflcUe, as thoughe 
it were Quykfylvcr : For the fyn Bawme is 
more hevy twyes, than is the Bawme, that 
IS fbphifticate and conntrefeted. Now I have 
ipoken of Bawme : and now alfb I fchalle fpeke 
of an other thing, that is bezonde Bahyloyne^ 
above the Flode of Nyte^ toward the Deferr, 
betwene Affrik and Egypt : that is to feyn, 
of the Gemeres oijofefhj that he leet make, 
for to kcpe the Grey ncs for the perile of the 
dere Zeres. And thei ben made of Ston, fulle 
wel made of Mafonnes craft: of the wbiche 

J two 
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two ben meWeyloufe gretc and hye ; and the 
tothere ne ben not fo grcte. And every Ger- 
ner bathe a Zate, for to entre with inne, a ly- 
tille hyghe fro the Erthe. For the Lond is 
wafted and fallen/ithe the Gerneres were made. 
And with inne thei ben alJe fulle of Serpentes. 
And aboven the Gerneres with outen, ben 
many fcripturcs of dy verfe Langages. And 
fum Men ieyn, that thei ben Sepultures of 
gretc Lordes, that weren foratyme ; but that 
is not trewe : for alle the comoun rymour and 
Ipeche is of alle the peple there> bothe fer and 
iicre, that thei ben the Garneres of Jofefh. 
And fb fynden thei in here Scriptures and in 
here Cronycles. On that other part;ie, zif 
thei werein Sepultures, thei fcholden not ben 
voyd with inne. For zee may well knowe^ 
that Tombes and Sepultures ne ben not made 
of fochc gretneffe, ne of fuche highneflc. 
Wherfore it is not to beleve, that thei ben 
Tombes or Sepultures. In Egypt alfo there 
ben dy verfe Langages and dy verfe Lcttres, and 
of other manere condicioun, than there ben 
in other parties. As I fchalle devyfe zou, 

fuche as thei ben, and the names how thei 
clcpen hem ; to fuche entent, that zee mowe 
knowe the difference of hem and of othere. 
Athoimis^Bunchiy Chinok^ Durain^Enij Fin^ 

GomoTj 



Gfm:r^ HzkiT^ y^^r%\ Kjsrjs^fji^ LMZ^rm^ 
Mi:cfj Alirvjf, OiJj*'t^* "f ;/>.-T^ .$**«^^ -?K^ 
Si.'bfrj Tbclij *Vr«r.rfjr, 2'fb and Z^fin^ 

Now wiil I rcrournc X7.cn, or I proccdc ony 
fcrthcrc, tor to declare zou the otlicrc wcvcs 
ihac drawen toward Bj6ih\n^^ where ihcSoiH 
dan him lelf ducllcthe, that is at the entree of 
Egypt ; totals moche as many tblkgon thidrc 
firft, and aftre that to the Mount «.Vv/mv, and 
aftre retoumcn to Jcrufdlcwy as I have Icyd 
zoa here beforn. For thci ful Allen lirll the 
more loi^c Pilgrymage, and aftre rctournen 
azcn be the ncxtc Wcyes ; becaule that the 
more nyeWcye is the more worthi, ami that 
is Jernjalem. For no other Pylgrymage is 
not lyk, in comparfoun to ir. But tor to tulle 
fyllc here Pilgrymagcs more cfily nnd more 
fykerly, men gen firft the longer wcye. lUit 
whofo wil go to Babylqyncy be another xvcye, 
more fchort fiom the Contrecs of the Weft* 
that I have rchcrccd before ; or from other 
Contrces next fro hem ; than Men ijoii by 
Frauuccy be Bnrgoyve and be LcfnbtnJw, It 
tocdcthc not to telle zou the names of r lie Cy- 
tecs, ne of thcTownes that ben in that W eye j 
For the Weye is comoun, and it is hnoweii 
of many Naciouns. And rhcrc ben many J la- 
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venes, that Men takeo the See. SQaie Men 
taken the Sec at Gene^ some at Venyce^ and 
.paflen by the See Adryatyk^ that is clept the 
Qo\M oiVenyfe^ that departethe 7^tf)7/p and 
Greece on that fyde. And s5me gon to Na- 
ples ^ s5me to Rome^ and from Rome to •Bran- 
dys^ and there thei taken the See : and in ma* 
ny othere places, where that Havenes ben. 
And Men gon be Tujjyey be Cbamfayne^ be 
Calabre^ hcAfpuille^ and be the Hillcs of 
TtayUe^ Chorifqe^ be Sardyne^ and be Cycik^ 
that is a gret Ue and a gode. In that He of 
Cycile^ there ys a maner of a Gardyn, in the 
whiche ben many dyverfe Frutes. And the 
Gardyn is alweys grene and florisfhing, alle 
the cefbuns of the Zeer, als wel in Wyntre es 
in Somen That Yle holt in compas aboute 
S$o Frenjche Myles- And betwene Cycele 
and Itaylle there is not but a lytille Arm of 
the See, that Men clepen the Farde ofMef 
cyne. And Cycile is betwene the See Adrya- 
tyk and the See oi Lotnkardye. And fro Cy- 
cyle in to Calabre is but 8 Myks of Lorn- 
bardye. And in Cycile there is a manere of 
Serpentes, be the whiche Men affayen and 
preven, where here Children ben Baftardis or 
none, or of lawefuUe Mariage. For zif thei 
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ben bom in righre Manage, the Serpentes gon 
aboote hem, and don hem non hann: and 
zif thei ben born in Avowtrie, the Ser- 
pentes byten hem and envenyme hem. And 
thus manye wedded Men preve, zif the Chil- 
dren ben here owne. Alfo in that He is the 
Mount Ethnoj that Men depen Mount Gy- 
belle ; and the Wlcanes , that ben evere- 
more brennynge. And there ben 7 places, 
that brennen and that caflen out dyverfc 
flawmes and dy verfe colour. And be the 
chaungynge of tho Flawmes, Men of that 
Cpntree knowen, whanne it fchalle be Derthc 
or gode tyme, or cold or hoot, or moyft or 
drye, or in alle othere mancres, how the tyme 
fchalle be governed. Aud from Itallle un- 
to the fVlcanesy nys but 25 Myle. And 
Men feyn, that the JVkanes ben Weyes of 
Helle. 

Alfo whofo gothe be Tyfe^ zif that Men 
lift to go that Weye, there is an Arm of the 
See, where that Men gon to othere Havencs 
in tho Marches. And than Men paflen be 
the He of Greafj that is at Gene : And aftrc 
arryvcthe Men iuGrece at the Havene of the 
Cytee of Alyroky or at the Havene of Valone^ 
or at the Cytee of T)nras : and there is a 
Duk ^iT^urasy or at othere Havencs in tho 
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Marces : And fo Men gon to Co j} anty noble , 
And aftre gon Men be Warre, to the He of 
Ci^ete and to the He of Rodes^ and fo to Cy- 
fre^ and fo to Athens^ and fro thens to Co- 
Jiantjfioble. 

To holde the more righte Weye be See, it is 
wel a 1 880 Mylc oiLombardye. And^ftre fro 
Cij^re Men gon be See, and levcn Jerufatem 
and alle the Contrce on the left bond, unto 
Egypt^ and arryven at the Cy tee oiT>anjyetey 
that was wont to be fulle flrong, and it iytt 
at the entree of Egypt. And fro T^amyete^ 
gon Men to the Cytce oi Alizandre^ that 
]^tt alio upon the Sec. In that Cytee was 
ieyntc Kateryne beheded. And there was 
feynt Mark the Evangelift martyred and bu- 
ly ed. But the Empcrour Leoun made his Bones 
to ben broughte to Veriyfe, And zit there is 
2XAlizandre a faire Ghirche, alle white with- 
outen pcynrure : and fo ben alle the orherc 
Chirche$,that werenof theCrifteneMen, alle 
white with innc. For the Tanemes and the 
Sarrazynes maden hem white, for to fordoa 
the Ymages of Seyntes, that weren peynted 
on the Walks. That Cytce oi Allzandre is 
wcl 30 Furlonges in lengthc : but it is bur 10 
on largeucfFc. And it is a fulle noble Cytee 
and a tayr. At that Cytce, cntrcthe the Ry- 
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verc of Nyle in to the See; as I to zou have 
fej^d before. In that Ry vcre Men fynden ma- 
ny precyoufc Stones, andmeche alio of Lig- 
fium^loes: and it is a manere of Wode, that 
comethe out o^Tarad^s terreftre, the whiche 
is good for manye dyverfeMedicynes : and it 
is righte dereworthe. And fro Allzdndre Men 
gon to BahyloynCj where the Soudan dwel; 
lethe ; that fytt alfo upon theRyvere of Kyle. 
And this Weye is mod Ichort, for to go 
(Ircyghre unto Babilqyne. 

Now fchall I feye zou alfo the Weye, that 
gothc fro Babiloyne to the Mount of Syvay^ 
where Seynteiir^/^ry;/^' lythe. He moftc pafle 
be the Defertes ofArabye\ be the whiche Dc- 
lertes, Moyfes laddc the Peplc of Ifrael: and 
thanne paffe Men be the Welle, that Moyfes 
made with his bond in the Defertes, whan 
the People grucched, for thei fowndcn no 
thing to drynkc. And than pafle Men be the 
Welle of Mar ache -^ of the whiche the Watte 
was firft byttrc •/ but the Children of JfniQl 
putten there inrie a Tree; and anon the Wa- 
rre was fwete and gode for to drynke. And 
thanne gon Men be Defart unto the Vale of 
FAyn\ in the whiche Vale be ii Welles : and 
there ben 72 Trees of Palme, that bcren the 
Pares, the whiche ^/^y/?.r fond with thcChiU 
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dren of Ifrael. And fro that Valeyc, is but 
a gode Journeye to the Mount oiSynay. 

And whofo wil go be another Weye fro 
Babiloyncj than Men gothe be the Rede Se^ 
that is an Arm of the See Occean. And there 
l^zfft^MoyfeSj with the Children oilfraelj o- 
verthwart the See, alle drye, whan Tharao 
the Kyng of Egypt chaced hem. And that 
See is wel a 6 Myle of largenefTe in bredthe. 
And in that See "^zsTharao drowned and alle 
his Hooft, that he ladde. That See is not 
more reed than another See ; but in iome place 
thereof is the Gravelie reede : and therfore 
Men clcpen it the Rede See. That See ren- 
ncthe to the endes djirabye and of Tale- 
ftyne. That See laftethe more than 4 Jour- 
neyes. And then gon Men be Defert, unco 
the Vale of Elyn : and fro thens to the Mount 
of Synay. And zee may wel undirdonde, that 
be this Defert, no Man may go on Hors back, 
be caufe that there nys nouther Mete for 
Hors ne Watre to drynke. And for that caufe. 
Men pafTen that I^efert with Camelle. For 
the Camaylle fynt alle wey Mete in Trees and 
on Bufshes, that he fedethe him with. And 
he may well fafte fro Drynk, x dayes or 3 : 
and that may non Hors don. 

And wy tc wcl, that from BMcyne to the 
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MooDt Sfmjni^ is wd a la. gode JcoraeTCS: 
and ibmc Men ankcn hem oore : sekI tbuie 
Mcnhafleohcmaiidpeyociiheiii; and tbeie* 
fore tbd makcn hem Idle. And aUe weys 
fyndenMcn Latjnercs to gp wicfa bem in the 
CoDtrees aiidfardicrebezoQde» intotyme that 
Meo conne the Lzngt^ And it behovcthc 
Men CO here Vitaille with hem, that fchallc 
doren hem in dio Defertes, and other neceflih 
lies for to lyve by. 

And the Moont of Sytufy is dept the Dc-> 
fert of J^ej that is for to leyne, the Bodchc 
brennyc^e: becauie there Af7t/?j|aw*ghe owe 
Lord God many tymes, in forme of Fuyr brcn« 
nynge npon that Hille ; and alfo in a BuiTche 
brennynge ; and ipak to him. And chat was 
at the Foot of che Hille. There is an Abbeye 
of Monkes, wd bylded and wel dofed wich 
Zaces of Iren, for drede of che \vyide Bedes. 
And theMonkes ben ArrMbyents^ or Men of 
Greece : and there is a gret Covenc ; and alle 
thei ben as Heremytes> and chei drynken no 
Wyn, but zif it be on principaHe Feftes : and 
thei ben fuUe devooce Men^ aod ly ven pore- 
ly and fympcly, with Joutes and with Dates: 
and' thei don gret Abftynence and Pcnaiince. 
There is the Chirchc of Seynte Katerync^ \\\ 
the whichc ben manyc Lampcs brennynge. 
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For thei han of Oyle of Olyves y now, boihe 
ifor to brenne in hercLampes, and to etc alfo : 
And that plentce have thei be the Myracle of 
God. For the Ravencs and the Crowes and 
the Choughes, and other Foules of the Con- 
tree aflemblen hem there every Zeer ones, 
and fleen thidcr as in pilgrymage : and eve- 
ryche of hem bringethe a Braunche of the 
Bayes or of Olyve, in hereBekes, in ftede of 
Offryng, and leven hem there ; of the which? 
the Monkes maken gret plentee of Oyle : and 
this is a gret Marvaylle. And fithe that Foules, 
that han no kyndely Wy tt ne Refoun, gon 
thidre to feche that gloriqufe Virgyne ; wel 
more oughtcn Men than to feche hire and to 
worfchipen hire. Alfo behynde the Awtier 
of that Chirche, is the place where Moyfes 
faughe oure Lord God in a brennynge BufTche. 
And vvhannc the Monkes entren in to that 
place, thei don of bothe Holen and Schoon 
orBotes ahveys; becaufe that oure Lord leyde 
to Moyfes^ i)o of thin Ho fen andthiSchon: 
for the place that thou ftondeft on^ is Lond 
holy and blejfed. And the Monkes clepen that 
place Besieleel^ that is to fcyne, the Scha- 
(lew of God. And befyde the highe Awtiere, 
3 (Icgrccs of hcighte, is the ' Fer(;re of Ala- 
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baftrc^ where rbc Boocs of Scvncc Kafcr^ne 
lyzn. And the Prelate ot the Monkcsichcw- 
cthe the Rclykcs to the Pilgrymcs. And with 
an Inibument of Sy Ivcr, hcfrotcthe the Bones ; 
and thanne cher go^he out a lytyiJc Oyle, as 
choughe it were a nianer iwctyngc, that is 
noarher ly che to Oylc ne to Bawme ; but it is 
fulle Iwetc of I'mclle: And of that thei zcven a 
liiylic to the Pilgrymcs ; for there gorhc out 
but litylle quantitee of the Likour. And af* 
tre that thei Ichewcn the Heed of Scynte A"ii- 
teryne^ and the Clothe that Iche was wrapped 
inne, that is zit aile blody. And in that lame 
Clothe fo y wrapped, the Aungeles bereu hire 
Body to the Mount Synay^ and there thei bu- 
ryed hire with it. And thannc thei Ichewcn 
the Buflche, that brenned and wafted nought, 
in the whiche oure Lord fpak 10 Moyjes^ and 
othere Relikes y nowe. Alfo whan the Pre- 
late of the Abbeye isded, I have undirftonden, 
be informacioun, that his Lampc qucnchethe. 
And whan thei chefen another Prelate, zif he 
be a godc Man and worthi to be Prelate, his 
Lampe fchal lighte, with the Grace of God, 
withouten touchihgc of ony Man. For eve- 
ryche of hem bathe a Lampe be him felf. And 
be here Lampes, thei knowcn wcl whan ony 
of hem fchalle dye. For whan ony Ichallc 
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dye, the Lyghte begynnethe to chaiiDge and 
to wexe dym. And zif he be chofen to beo 
Prelate, aad is .not worthi, is Lampe quench- 
mhe anon. And other Men han told me, that 
he that fy ngedie the Mafle for the Prelate thar 
i% ded, he (challe fynde upon the Awrier the 
Name writen, of him that fchaUe be Prelate 
chofen. And (b upon a Day I asked of the 
Monkes, bothe on and other, how diis befelle. 
But thei wolde not telle me no thing, in to 
the tyme that I ieyde, that thet fcholde not 
hyde the Grace, that God did hem ; but that 
thei fcholde publiftche it, to make the Pepic 
to have the more Devocioun ; and that thei 
dideo fynne, to hide Goddis M yrade, as me 
iemed. For the My racles, that God hathe don,, 
and jAt dothe every Day, ben the Wytnefle 
of his Myghte and of his Merveylles ; zsT^a^ 
vid fey the in the T fault ere ; Mirabilia Tefti- 
mania tua^ T>emine : that is to feyn ; Lard^ 
fhi Merveyles ben thi Wytnejfe. And thanne 
thei tolde me, bothe on and other, how k 
befelle fiille many a tyme : but more, I myghte 
not have of hem. In that Abbeye, ne en- 
trethe not no Flye ne Todes ne Ewtes, ne 
(iiche foule venymoufe Befles, ne Lyzs ne 
Flees, be the Myrade of God and of ourt^ 
Lady. For there were wont to ben many fuche 
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manere of Filtbes, that the Monkcs wcrcin in 
vrille to Icve the Place and the Abbeye, and 
weren goo fro theos, upon the Mounraync 
aboyen, for to clchewe that Place. And 
oure Lady cam to hem, and bad hem tournen 
azen : And fro this forewardeSt nevcrc en- 
tred iiiche Filthe in that Place amongcs hcm» 
ne nevere fchallc entre here aftre. Alfo be- 
fore the Zace, is the Welle, where Mtiyfis 
fmot the Ston, of the whiche the Watre cam 
out plcoteoufly. 

Fro that Abbeye Men gon up the Moun- 

xvjnt oi Moyfesy be many dqg;recs : andther^ 

Men fynden firft a Chirche of oure ^ady, whcr^ 

that fche mette the Monkes, whan thei fled- 

den awey for the Vermyn abovefeyd. And 

more highe upon that Mounraync, is the 

Chapdle of Helye the Prophete. And that 

Place chei depen Oreby where of Holy ^ritc 

(pekethe. Et ambuUvit in fortiti^dine Cibi 

illiusy u/q\ ad Mont em Oreb : that is to icy ne ; 

jind he wente in Strengthe of that Mete$ 

unto the Hille of Gody Oreb. And there 

Dygh^ ^s the Vyne chat Scynt Johne the £• 

vaungelift planted, that Men clcpcn Reijin^f 

Stafhis. And a lytille aboven, '\% the Cha- 

pelle oiMpyfesy and the Roche VihctcJMoyfis 

fleyhe to^ for drede, whan he fanghc oure 

Lord 
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Lord face to face. And in that Roche, is 
prented the forme of his Body : for he fraot 
fb ftrongly and foharde him felf in that Roche, 
that alle his Body was dolven with inne, thorghc 
the Myracle of God. And there befyde, is 
the Place, where oure Lord toke to Moyfes 
the lo Comandementes of the Lawc. And 
there is the Cave undre the Roche, where 
JMoyfes duelte, whan he foiled 40 Dayes and 
4oNyghtes. And from that Mountayne, Men 
pafTen a gret Valeye, for to gon to another 
Mountayne, where feynt Kateryne was bury- 
cd of the Aungelts of oure Lord. And in 
that Valey, is a Chirche of 40 Marty res : and 
there fingen the Monkes of the Abbeye of- 
ten tyme. And that Valey is right cold. And 
aftre Men gon up the Mountayne of feynt 
Kateryne^ that is more highe then the Mount 
of Moyfes. And there, where feynt Kateryne 
was buryed, is nouther Chirche ne Chapellc, 
ne other duellynge place : But there is an heep 
of Stones aboute the place, where the Body of 
hire was put of the Angles, There was wont 
to ben a Chapelle : but it was caften downe, 
and zit lyggen the Stones there. And alle be 
it that the Colled: of Seynte Kateryne feyc, 
that it is the Place, where oure Lord be- 
taagbten the Ten CSmandementes to Mey- 

fes^ 
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fesj and there where theblefled Virgyne (eynte 
Kateryne was burycd ; that is to undreftonde, 
ia'o Contrec, or in o Place berynge o Name. 
For borhe that on and that othre is clept the 
Mount of Synay. But there is a gret weyc 
from that on to that othre, and a gret deep 
Valeye betwenc hem. 

C H A p. VI. 

. ■» 

Of the Deftrt betwene the Chirche of 
Seynie Kateryne ^W Jerufalem. Of 
the drie Tre ^ and how Rofes cam 
firjl in the World. 

NOW aftre that Men han vifited tho ho- 
ly Places, thanne will thei turnen to- 
ward Jerufalem. And than wil thei take leve 
of the Monkes, and recommenden hem to 
here Preyeres. And than thei zeven the Pil- 
grimes of hereVitaylle, for topafTe with, the 
Dcfcrtes, toward Surrye. And tho' Defertes 
duren wcl a 13 Journey es. In that Delcrt 
duellynmanye oiArrabyenes^ that Men clepeu 
Bedoynes ^w^Afcopardes. And thei ben folkc 
fuUc ^ alle evylle Coudiciouns. And thei 

have 
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hiTfcitoiie'Houfe, butl^tes, tJiaf the! liakeii 
of Skynncs of Bcftesi ai oJ^CamaylfcS ittd of 
othere Beftes, that thei' eten : and thcte bc- 
nethe thei coachen hem and dueHen, in Place, 
where the! may fynden Watre^ as on the 
Rede Sec or elles whd-e^ For in that Defert 
is fulie gret defauce of Wktre: add often time 
it Meche, that where Men fynden Watre at 
o tymie in a Place, it faylethe another tyme. 
And for that skylle, thei make none Habita* 
douns there. Thcife folk, that I fpeke of, thei 
tylcn not the Lond, ne thei laboure noughte : 
for thei eten no Bred, bat zif it be ony, that 
dwellen nyghe a gode Toun, that gon thidre 
and eten Bred ibm tyme. And thei rollen 
here Fiefche and here Fifche, upon the bote 
Stones azenft the Sonne. And thei ben ilronge 
Men and wel fyghtynge. And there is fo 
meche multytude of that folk, that thei ben 
withouten nombre. And thei nc recchen of 
no thing, ne don not, but chacen aftre Belles, 
to eten hem. And thei recchen no thing of 
here Lif : and therfbre thei dowten not the 
Sowdan, ne non othre Pilnce ; but thei dar 
wel werre with hem, zif thei don ony thing 
that is grevance to hem. And thei han often 
tyme Werre with the Soudan ; and u^mtlyj 
that tyme that I was with him. And thei 

beren 
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berca but o Scheld and o Spcre, with oatedi 
other Armes. And thei wrappen here Hedcs 
and here Nccfce, with a gret quantytee of 
white lynncn Clothe. And thei ben rigfate 
ftlonoule and fbole, and of coried ky nde. 

And whan Men pafTen this Deiert, in 
comynge toward Jerufalemj thei comen to 
Berfabeej that was wont to ben a fWIe fair 
Town and a dely table, of CrifteneMcn : And 
zit there ben fumme of here Chirches. In that 
Toun dwelled ^^r^^Mi the Patriark, a longc 
tyme. ThsxT ovai oi Berfabee^ founded ^^r- 
fabee the Wif of Sire Vrycj the Knyghte ; on 
the whiche, Kyng l^avid gatt Salomon the 
wyfe ; that was Kyng aftrc Tiavid^ « upon 
the ixKynredesof3^^r/sr/2r/piwi andregned40 
X^x. And fio thens gon Men to the Cy tee 
of Ebroffj that is the montance of ' x gode 
Myle. Add it was dept ibmtyttie the Vale 
oiMamkreey and lumtyme it was clept the 
Vale of 7VrM,becanfc that Adam wepte there, 
an 100 Zeer, for the dethc oiAbelle his Sone, 
that Qayn flowghe. Ebron was wont to ben 
the princypalle Cytee of Vhiliftyenes : and 
there duelledea fomtyme the Geauntz. And 
that Cytee was alfo Sacerdoralle, that is to 
fey nc, Icyntuarie, of theTribeofJ^^i/if; And 

« Super, * The reft of the En^iifh MSS. have it 1 2. 

1 it 
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it wasfb fire, that Men rcfceyved there alle nia- 
nere of Fugiryfes of other places, for here evyl 
Dedis. Iq Ebron^ Jojkc-, Cakphcj and here 
Companye comen firft to afpyen, how thei 
myghte wynnen the Lond of Bchefte. In 
Ebron regned firft Kyng T)ai(id ^ Zeer and 
an half: And mjerufalem^ he regnede 33 
Zeer and an half And in Ebron ben alle the 
Sepultures of the Patriarkcs ; Adam^ Abra- 
ham^ Tfaac^ and of Jacob; andofhereWyfes, 
Evcj Sarre^ and Rebekkcj and oi Lya: the 
whiche Sepultures the Sarazines kepen fulle 
curyoufly, and han the place in gret reverence, 
for the hoIyFadres, the Patriarkes, thatlyzn 
there. And thei fuflxe no Criftene man entre 
in to that Place, but zif it be of fpecyalle 
grace of the Soudan. For thei holden Criftene 
men and Jewes^ as Dogges. And thei feyn, 
that thei fcholde not entre in to fb holy Place. 
And men clepen that Place, where they lyzn. 
Double Spelunke, or double Cave or double 
Dyche ; for als me :he as that on lyetbe above 
that other. And the Sarazines clepen that 
Place in here .Langage, y Karicarba ; that is 
to feync, the Place of Patriarkes. And the 
J ewes clepen that Place, Arbothe. And in 
that fame Place, .was Abrahames Hous : and 

y Cariatarha, L. &c. '' 

there 
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there he fact and iaughe 3 Peribnes, ^nd wor^ 
fchipte but on ; as Holy Writt feythc, Tres 
vidit & unu adoravit : that is to feyne, He 
faughe 3, and worfcbiped on: and of tho fame 
refceyved Abraham the Aongeles in to his 
Hous. And righte fade by that Place, is a 
Cave in the Roche, where Adam and Eve 
duelleden, whan thei weren putt out df Tard- 
dyfe\ and there goten thei here Children. 
And in that fame Place "wzsAdam formed and 
made; aftre that that liim men feyn. For 
Men werein wont for to depe that Place, the 
Feld of Hamafce ; becaufe that it was in the 
Lordfchipe of Damask. And fro thens was 
he tranflated in to Taradys of Delytes, as 
thei (eyn: and aftre that he was dryven out 
of Taradys J he was there left. And the fame 
Day that be was putt in Taradysy the lame 
Day he was put outt : for anon he fynned. 
There begynnethe the Vale of Ebroffy that 
durethe nyghe to Jerujalem. There the Aun- 
gelle conmiaunded Adam^ that he foholde 
duelle with his Wyf Eve : of the whiche he 
gatt Setbc ; of whiche Tribe, that is to ieye, 
Kynrede, Je/k Crift was born. In that Va- 
leye is a Feld, where men drawen out of the 
Erthe a thii^ that men clepen Cambylle: and 
thei ete it in ftede of Spice, and thei here it to 

G felle. 
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Jclle. And Men may not make the hole ne 
the Cave, where it is taken out of the Erthe, 
fo dq>e ne fo wyde, but that it is, at the 
Zeres ende, fulle azen up to the fydes, thoigh 
the Grace of God. 

And- X Myle from EIn'on is the Grave of 
Lothej that was Abrahames Brother. And a 
lytille fro Ebrofh is the Mount of Mambrej 
of the whicfae the Valeyc takethe his Name. 
And there is a Tree of Oke, that the Saror 
xiues depen ^ ^Dirfej that is oi Abrahames 
tyme^ the whiche Men depen the drye Tree. 
And thei feye, that it hathe ben there, iithe 
die beginnyi^ of the World ; and was (um- 
tyme grene, and bare Leves, unto the tyme 
that oureLord dyede on the Cros ; and thanne 
it dry^de ; and ^ dyden aile the Trees, that 
weren thanne in the World. And fimune 
feyo, be here Piophecyes, that a Lord, a 
Prynce of the Weft fyde of the World Ihalle 
wynnentheLond of Promyilioun, that is the 
Holy Lond, withe heipe of Criftene Men ; 
and hefchalle do fynge a Mafleundtr that drye 
Tree, and than the Tree ichalle wexen grene 
and here bothe Fruy t and Leves. And tbofghe 
that Myracle manye Sarassines and Jewes 
ichulle ben turned to Criftene Feythe. And 

3 therfore 
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thcrfore thei don grctWorfchipe thereto, and 
kepen it fuUc bcfyly. And alle be it fb, that 
. it be dryc, natheles zit he berethe gret vertue : 
for certeynly he that hathe a litillc there of 
upon himyithelethchimof thefallynge Evylle ; 
and his Hers ich^e not ben a foundred : and 
manye othere Vertaes it hathe : where fore 
Men holden it fiille precyous. 

From Ebrofiy Men gon to BetheUm^ in 
half a day : for it \^ but 5: Myie ; and it is 
folic fayre Weye> be PJeynes and Wodes fulle 
deletable. Betheleem is a litylie Cy tee, long 
and narwe and well walled, and in eche fydc 
enclofed with gode Dyches ; and it was wont 
to ben deped Effrata ; as Holy Wry tt fey the, 
• Ecce audivimus eum in Effrata : that is to 
feye^ />, wee herde him in Effrata. And 
toward the Eft ende of the Cytee, is a fulle 
Uas Chirche and a gracyou(e ; and it hathe 
many Touires, Pynacles and Combes, fulle 
Itronge and carionfly made : and with in that 
Chirche bea 44 Pyleres of Marble, grete and 
faire. And bctwene the Cytee and the Chirche, 
is the Felde Fhridus ; that is to feyne, the 
Feld florifibed: For als moche as a fayre 
Mayden was blamed with wrong, and fclaun- 
dred, that (che hadde don Fornycaciomi ; for 

• Pfatm cxxxii. 6, 

G X whiche 
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wbiche caufe; fche was demed to the Dethe; 
and CO be brent in thac piace^ to the, whiche 
Iche was ladd. And as the Fyre began to 
brenne aboute hire, iche made hire Preyeres 
to oure Lord, that als widely as fche was not 
gylty of that Synne, that he wold helpe hire^ 
and make it to be knowen to alle men, of his 
mercyfuUe grace. And whan fche hadde thus 
feyd, fche entred in to the Fuyer ; and anon 
was the Fuyr quenched and oute : and th6 
Brondes, thatwerenbrennynge, becomenrede 
Roferes; and the Brondes, that weren not 
kyndled) becomen white Roferes, fulle of 
Rofes. And theife weren the firfl Roferes 
and Roles, bothe white and rede, that evere 
ony Man faughe. And thus was this Mayden 
laved be the Grace of God. And therfore S^ 
that Feld clept the Feld of God floryflcht : 
for it was fulle of Roles. Alfb befyde die 
Queer of the Chirche, at the right fyde, as 
men comen dounward i6 Greces, is the place 
where oure Lord was born, that is fulle well 
dyghte of Marble, and fuUc richely peynted 
with Gold, Sylver, Azure and other Coloures. 
And 3 Paas befyde, is the Crybbe of the 0% 
and the Afle. And befyde that, is the place 
where theSterre felle, that ladde the 3 Kynges> 
Ja/pary Melchhr and Balthazar: but Men 

of 
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of Grece clepen hem thus, Galgalathe^ Mai- 
gaUtbe and Sarafhie : and the J ewes clepeu 
in this manere, in EbreWy Appelius^ Amer- 
rius and "Damafus. Theife 3 Ky nges offredctt 
to oure Lord, Gold, Enfcnce and Myrre : and 
theimetcen togedre, thorgheMyracle of God: 
&r thei metten to gedre in a Cytee in Tnde^ 
chat Men depcn Caffak^ that is 53 Journey es 
fro Betheleem : and thei weren at Detbeleem 
the 1 3 Day. And that was the 4 Day, aftre 
that thei hadden ieyn the Sterre, whan thei 
metten in that Cytee : and thus thei weren in 
9 Dayes, fro that Cytee at Betheleem ; and 
that was gret Myracle. P^{o undre the Cloy- 
fire of theChirche, be 18 Degrees, at tl^e r^hte 
(yde, is theCharnelle of the Innocentes, wher? 
here Bones lyzn. And before the place where 
oure Lord was born, is the Tombe of Seynt 
JeramCj xbat was a Preeft and a Cardynalle9 
that rranflatede the Bible and the Tfaultere 
from Ebrew in to Latyn ; and witheoute the 
Mynfb-e, is the Chfiyere that he fatt in, whan 
he tranflated it. And fade befyde thatChirchCt 
a 60 Fedme, is a Chirche of Seynt Nicholas^ 
where oure Lady refled hire, aftre fche was^ 
lyghted of oure Lord. And for a$ meche as 
fche had to meche Myik in hire Fappes, that 
sreved hire, Iche mylked hem on the rede 

G 3 Stones ^ 
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Stones of Marble ; fo that the traces may zit 
be fcnc in the Stones alle whyte. And zee 
fchulle undredonde, that alle that duellen in 
Bethekem ben Criften? Men. And there ben 
feyre Vyncs aboutc the Cy tee, and gret plen- 
tec of Wyn, ^ that the Criftcne Men han don 
let make. But the Sarazines ne tylen not 
no Vynes, xic thei drynken no Wyn. For 
here Bokes of here Lawe, that Maktmete be- 
toke hem,whiche thei clepcn here ^/i^r^/r, and 
fitnic clepen it Mefafhe^ and in another Lan- 
gage it is cleped Hartne ; and the lame Boke 
forbedcthe hero to drinke Wyn. For in that 
Boke, Machomete cwfedalletho, th^ drynken 
Wyn, and alle hem that ieUen it. For fem 
*nen feye, that he flooghe ones anHeremytc 
in his DronkenefTe, that he loved fill wel : 
ifliid therefore he curled Wyn, and hem that 
drynken it. But his Curs be turned in to his 
owne Hed ; as Holy Wrytt fey the ; Et in 
verticem ipjius^ iniqultas ejus defcendet : 
that is for to (eye, His Wykkednejje fihulk 
turne and f alle in his owne Heed. And aMb 
:the Sarazines ^ bryngen forthe no Pi^s, 
nor thd eteft no Swynes Flcflchfe : for thei 
fey e, it is brother to Man, and it was fbrboden 
be the olde Lawe i and thei holden hem a]f e 

•► OfergAonB CrlftianoriL, L, - f HJuiritrnt, L. 

accurfed. 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. %7 

accarfed, that et€;n there of. Alfo in the Lond 
of Talefiyne and in the Lond of Egyft^ thei 
eten but lytille or non of Fleflche of Vecl or 
of Beef; but he be fb old, that he may no 
more travay le for elde ; for it is fbrbode : and 
for bec?afe thei have bdt fewe of hem, ther- 
fore thei noriflchen hem, for to ere here 
Londes. In this Cytee of Betheleemy was 
^avid the Kyng born : and he hadde 60 
Wy fcs ; and the firfte Wy f hihte Michol : 
and alio he hadde 300 Lemannes; 

And fro Bethekem unto Jerujalentj nys 
but X Myle. And in the Weye to Jeruja- 
km J half a Myle fro Bethekem^ is aChirche^ 
where the Aungel (eydc to the Scheppardes^ 
of the Birthe of Crift. And in that Weye is 
the Tombe of Rachelle^ that was Jofefbes 
Modre, the Patriarke : and fche dyede anon, 
aftre that fche was dely vered of hire Sonc 
Beniamyn ; and there fche was buryed ofja-^ 
cob hire Hasbonde : and he leet fetten ix 
grete 9H>nes on here, in tokcne that fche had 
bom "^ IX Children. Iti the fame Weye, half 
Myle fro Jerufdkm^ appered the Sterrc to 
rfie 3 Kynges. In that Weye alfb ben manye 

<. lUibil liad but two Children, Joftfh and Benjamm: 
|>ut by tbem, '(he had u Grand-children, dn. xlvi. 209 
^ 2r,ii. 
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Chirchcs of Criftcoe Men, be the whichcMcn 
gon towardcs the Cy tee of Jerufalem. 

Cap. VII. 

Of the Ptlgnmages in Jerufalem, and 
of the Holy Places thereaboute^ 

AFTER for tofpeke oi Jerufalem^ the 
Holy Cyree, zee fchuUe uodirftonde, 
that it (lont fulle faire betwene Hilles : and 
there ben no Ry veres ne Welles ; bilt Watrc 
comethe be Condyte fro Ebron, And zee 
fchulle undirflonde, ihzi J erufaUm of olde 
tyme, unto the tyme oiMelckifedeche^ was 
deped 'jebus ; and aftre it was clept Salem^ 
onto the tyme of Kyng T>avid^ that putte 
theife x Names to gtdere, and eloped it Jebur 
falem ; and aftre that^ Kypg SaloftfOfi deped 
it Jerofilmye : and aftre that, Men depol it 
Jerufalem ; and lb it is deped zit. And a- 
boute Jerufalem^ is the Kyngdom ofSurrye : 
and there befyde is jthe Lond of Talefiyne ; 
and befyde it, is Afiohne : and befyde that^ 
is the Lond of Maritaine. But Jerufakm is 
}fi the Lond of Judee ; and it is dept Jude^ 
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« 

for that Judas Machabeus was Kyng of thac* 
Contree ; and it ^ marchethe Edward to the 
Kyi^dom ofjira^e; on the fbuthe fyde, to 
the Lond of Egipt ; and on the Weft fyde^ 
to the grete See ; on the Northe iyde, toward 
the Kyngdom of Surrycj and to the See of 
Cypre. In Jerufalem was wont to be a Pa- • 
triark, and Erchebyishoppes and Bifshoppes 
ahouten in the Contree. Abouten Jerufalem 
hen theife Cytees : Ebrouj at 7 Myle ; Je- 
ricOf at 6 Myle ; Berfabeej at 8 Myle ; \Af 
caloHj at 17 Myle; Jaffi^ at 16 Myle; Ra-- 
mat ha f at 3 Myle ; and Betheleemj at x Myle. 
And a x Myle from Betheleem^ toward the 
Sowthe, is the Chirche of Seynt ^Karitot^ 
that was Abbot there ; for whom thei maden 
meche Doel amonges the Monkes, whan he 
iibfaolde dye ; and zit thei ben in moomynge, 
in the wife that thei maden here Lamentaci- 
onn for him the firfte tyme : and it is fiille gret 
pytee to beholde. 

This Contree and Lond of Jerufalem hatfae 
ben in many dyverieNaciounesHondes: and 
often therfore hathe the Contree fiiffired meche 
Tribaladoan, for the Synne of the Poeple) 
l\^ daellea there. JFor that Contree luuhe 

^C§nfimtfft. 
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bea in the HoDdes of alle Nacyomis : that is 
CQ feyne, of J ewes ^ of CbananeeSf ^Jfiry- 
enesy Terfisj Medqynesj Macedoynes^ of 
Grekesj Rom^nes^ of Criftene Men^ of Sm- 
raxinesj Barbjoryenes^ Turkes^ Tartmyenes^ 
and of maaye othere dyrerfe Nacyouns. For 
God wole sot, that it be kmge io the Hondes 
of Traytourcs neof Synneresy be tbd Criftene 
or odiece* And now have the Hetbeoe Men 
bolden tiiacLond in here Hond^ 40 Zeer« and 
more ; >bat tbei fchoU not holde it longe, zif 
God wole. 

And zee licbiille undtrfiondy that whan Men 
comen to Jernfukmj here firft Pilgrymage is 
to tfacChirche.of the Holy Sepolcre, where 
onre Lord was buryed, that is with cute the 
Cy teei on cbe Northe fyde : but it \% now en* 
cbfed inf wioh the Tonn Walle. And there 
is a fidlefayrChircbe, alle lownd, and open 
^ove, % and covered with Leed. And on the 
Weft fyde is a fair Tour and an higfae^for BelleSn 
ftiofigiy made. And va the myddes of the 
Chircbe^ is a Tsbcraade, as it wete 4 lytyUe 
Hows, nude with a low Utyllc Dw* : and 
that Taberaack is made In manere of half a 
CoBipas, dgbte eurioaiely and richely msd^ 
of Gold and Azure and othere riche Colonres, 

S gfw m cir€m$H •fmtmr PUmh. L. 
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fhlle nobelyche made. And in the righte iyde 
of that Tabernacle, is the Sepulcre of oiire 
Lord. And the Tabernacle is 8 fote. long^ 
and s fote wyde, and 11 fote in heighte. And 
it is not laogc fitbea the Sepulcre was alle 
open, tliat Men myghte hiSk it and tonche it« 
Bat for Pilgrymes, chat comen cbidre» peya- 
ed hem to biefce the 8ton in |)ieoes or in poiH 
dre, tfaerfore the Soudan hatbe do make a 
Wdk dboote ^e SepidoE^ that iio aian saay 
rowdhe jt* Bot ia the left fyde otxht Walle 
of the Tahemade, is well the bc%bce of a 
man, a grct Ston to tbe^oaotytee of a maones 
Hedi that was of the Holy Sepulcfe: and that 
Scon kiflea the Pilgrymes» that comep tfaidic 
la thatTahen»debefinoWyadow€S: butk 
is aUemade ii^e with LampcSt that haogeo 
before the Sepulcre. And tJiO« is a JLat^pt^ 
diac hongeche befoic ib€ Scpokr^ that breo« 
sedie Bghte : and on the Gide Ftyd^^ it 
gothe out be him felf ; and lygbtith aa&en be 
him felf at that Ouref that owe Lord loos 
fio Dethe to lyve. Alfe withia the Cfairche, 
at the lighte fyde, beiyde the Qoeer of the 
Cfaircfae^ is the Moost of CMtunye^ what 
oure Lord was doa oa the Cros : and it is 4 
Roche of wbice Colour^ and a lytiUe medled 
with red: AndtheCros wasfetinaMorteys, 

in 
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m the fame Roche : and on that Roche dropr 
pcd the Woundes of our Lordj whan he was 
payned on the Crofle ; and that is cleped 
Golgotha. And men gon up to that Golga- 
thaj be Degrees: and in the place of that Mor* 
te js, was Adames Hed founden, aftre Noes 
flode ; in tokene that the Synnes of Adam 
^ fchoide ben boi^hte in that £ime place. And 
upon that Roche made Abraham Saaifice to 
OQre Lord. And there is an Awtere : and be- 
fore that Awtere, lyzn Godefray de Boleyne 
and Bawdewyn and othere Criftene Kyi^es 
of Jerufakm. And there nyghe^ where oure 
Lord was crucy fied, is this writen in Grew : 

ni(/etf Of fiitrm Tfjf ynjf : that is to fcyne, in La* 
tyn ; 7)eus Rex nofter ant 6 Secula operatus 
efl Salutem^ in medio Terra: that is to ieye; 
God oure Kyng, before the Worldes, hathc 
wroughte Hele in myddis of the Erthe. And 
alfo on that Roche, where the Cros was fett, 
is writen with in the Roche theife Wordes ; 

that is to feyne, in Latyn ; ^uod vides^ eft 
fundamentu tot ins Fidei hnjns Mnndi : thac 
is to ieye; That thou feeft, is ground of alle 
die Feythe of this World. And zee fchulle 

• 
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utadirftoDde, that whan oiire Lord was don 
npon theCros, he was 33 zcre and 3 Monethcs 
of clde. And the Prophecy c of ^ David fey the 
thus ; ^uddraginta annit ^ proximus fui ge- 
neratitmi huic : that is to feye ; Fourty zeer 
was Ineighebore to this Kynrede. And thos 
fcholde it feme, that the Prophecyes ne were 
not trewe : but thei ben bothe trewe : for in 
old tyme, men maden aZeer of loMonethes; 
of the whiche, Marche was the firfte, and 
Decembfe \izi the lafte. But Gayusj that was 
Emperour of i?^^^, putten theifexMonethes 
thereto, Janyver zsiA Feverer \ andordeyn- 
ed the Zeer of ix Monethes ; that is to fey^ 
365 Dayes, with oute Lepe Zeer, aftre the 
propre conrs of the Sonne. And therfore, af- 
tre cowntyngc of 10 Monethes of the Zeer, 
he dyede in the 40 Zeer ; as the Prophete 
ieyde : and aftre the Zeer of ix Monethes, 
he was of age 3 3 Zeer and 3 Monethes. Alio 
with in the Mount of Calvarie^ on the right 
fide, is an Awtere^ where the Piler lyzthe, 
that oure Lord Jejk was bounden to, whan 
he was fcourged. And there befyde, ben 4 
Pileres of Ston, that alle wey s droppen Wa- 
rre : and fiim men feyn, that thei wepen ibr 
our Lordes Dethe. And nyghe that Awtier, 

i ffalin xcT. 19. \ The Tulgar Latin lias it, ^gmfm fm. 
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is a place ondre Eitfae^ 4x Degrees of dqineflci 
where the Hdy Croys was foaodeO) be the 
Wy ct of Scy Dte jS/f )i^, ondiraRoche, where 
the Jewes had bidde it. And that was the 
Tcrray Cirays aifayed: for thei fbonden t 
Crofles ; on of oure Lord^ and x of the x 
Theves : and Seynte Elyne preved hem on a 
dedBody, chat aros from Dethe to ly ve) whan 
diat it was leyd on it,* that oure Lord dyed 
crm And there by in' the Walle, is the place 
where the 4 Nayles of oure Lord weren hidd : 
lor be had X in his Ffondes^ and x in his Feet : 
and of 00 of tbeife^ the Emperour oiCoftan^ 
lymUe made a ^diUe to his Hor$ to here 
bint in BatayUe ; ttd tfaoighe vercue there of, 
Ik ovetcam fais> EncnyeSy and wan alle the 
Loud ^Aj^e the 1^; that is todeyc, 7i«r- 
k^ Ewfonye the hdle and the vaoia ; and 
.fiom Smrye to Jernfdem\ fh>m Arafye 
to^ Verjk^ fiom MtfafoU^^me to the Kyng- 
dom of HdlaffWj Cbm Egypt the h^he and 
tfae low^ and ail the othere Kyngdomes, on- 
00 the Dqpe- dtEtlmpey, and into iWe the 
lefie, that then was Criftene. And thne were 
in thartyme many^^kle Holy IVfea and Holy 
Heremytes ; of whom the Book of Fadtes 
Lyfes fpeketbe: and thei: ben now in^^'^y- 
mem€t and SarAxims Honds. Bat whan God 

alle 
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allemyghty wole, righte als theLond&s weitn 
loft thorghc Synnc of Criftcnc Men, ibfcHuUe 
thei ben wonnenazenbeCriftenMen, thorghe 
help of God. And in myddes of that Chircfae^ 
is a Compaq in the whiche Jpfij^ of jirsj^ 
matbie leyde the Body of oure Loird, whan 
he had taken him down of the Croy^ : and 
there he wadched theWbandes of ouxcLoTd: 
and that Compaq feye meo^ is the my^es of 
the Wofld. And in the Chirche of the Sepnl^ 
chre, on the Northe fyde, is die place where 
core Lord was pot in Preibnn ; (for he was ia 
Prefoan in many places) and there is a partyc 
of the Cheyne, that he was boonden with : 
and there he appered firft to Marie Mag^ 
leyne^ whan he was ry fen ; and Icbe wend^ 
that he had ben a Gardener. In the Chirche 
of Seynt Sepolchre, was wont to ben Cha^ 
nouns of the ordre of feynt Auguftyn^ and 
hadden a Priour : but the Patriark was hmt 
Soveieygnc. And withe oute the Dores of 
the Chirche, on the right fyde, as men gon 
upward r& Greccs, feyde oure Lord to his 
Moder ; Mulier^ eece filius tuus : that i^ to 
fi^e ; ff^^dmsnj lo thi Sane. And aftre that, 
he ftyde to J^bn his Difciple ; Ecce tfuOer 
tua: tfaatistoieyne; Lo^bebeU^thi Mnuiir : 
And thoife wordes he ieydc on* the Cros. 

And 
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And on thcife Greces wdnte oure Lord, wh^ 
he bare the Crofle on bis Scholdir. And un-^ 
dir this Grees is a Cbapelle; and in tbat 
Chapelle fyngen Preftes^ Tndyenes ; that is 
CO feye, Prdles of Tnde j noght aftir oore 
Lawe, hot aftir here : and alle wey chei maken 
here Sacrement of the Awtier^ feyenge^ Ta^ 
ter nofteTj and othere Preyeres there with x 
with the which Prey eres^ theifeye the Wordes, 
that the Sacrement is made of For thei ne 
knowe not the Addiciouns, that many Popes 
han made : bat thei fynge with gode Devoci- 
onn. And there nere, is the place, where 
that oure Lord reded him, whan he was we- 
ry, for berynge of the Cros. And zee fchuUe 
undirftonde, that before the Chirche of tbe 
Sepolcre, is the Cy tee more feble than in ony 
othere partie, for the grete playn, tha^ is be- 
twene the Chirche and the Citee. And to- 
ward the Eft iyde, with onte the W^alles of 
the Cytec, is the Vale of Jofaphathfj that 
tonchethe to the Walles, as thooghe it Were a 
large Dyche. And anen that Vale oiJofaphMthe^ 
oat of the Cy tee, is the Chirche of ieynt Ste- 
a;^ir^, where he wasftoned toDethe. And there 
befide, is the gildene Zlate, that may not ben 
opened ; be the whiche 2^e, oore Lord en- 
txtdi^ QuTaimefindiff^ oponanAile; andtbe 

Zate 
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Zate opened azenft him, whan he wolde go 
nnto the Temple: And zic apperen the Steppes 
of the Afles feet, in 3 places of the Degrees, 
that ben of fulle hardeSton. And before the 
Chirche of feynt Sepulcre, towa|^ the Souther 
a 200 Paas, is the gret Hofpitalle of Seync 
John : of the whiche the Holpitleres haddc 
here foundacioun. And with inne the Palays 
of the SekeMen of that Hofpitalle, ben 124 
Pileres of Ston : and in the Walles of the 
Hows 9 with oute the nombre abovefeyd^ 
there ben ^4 Pileres, that beren up the Hows. 
And fro that Hoi^italle, to go toward the Eft^ 
is a fblle feyi Chirche, that is dept Nojire 
'Dame la Graund. And than is there another 
Chirche r^t nygbe, that is clept Noftre Dame 
de Latyne. And there weren Marie Cleophee 
and Marie Magdaleynej and teren here Heer^ 
whan oure Lord was peyned in the Cros* 
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Cap. VIIL 

Of the ^ Tmnple of oure Lord. Of tht 
Crueltee of Kyng Hcroud. Of the 
Mount Syon. Of probatica Pifcina. 
j^d ^/ Natatorium Siloe. 

AND fro the Chirchc of the Sepulcrc, 
toward the Eft, at 160 Paas, is Tern- 
flum "Domini. It is right a feir Hows, and it 
is alle round, and highe, and covered with 
Leed, and it is well paved with white Mar- 
ble : but the Sarazine wole not fiifFre no Cri- 
ftene man ne Jewes to come there in ; for 
thei feyn, that none fo foule iynfuUe men 
fcholde not come in fo holy place : but I cam 
in there, and in otherc places, where I wolde; 
for I hadde Lettres of the Soudan, with his 
grete Scel ; and comounly other Men han but 
his Signett. In the whiche Lettres he cSmand^ 
ed, of his fpecyalle grace, to alle his Snbget* 
tesj to lete me feen alle the places, and to 
enfbrme me pleynly allc the Myfteries of eve- 
ry place, and to condyte me fro Cytce to 
Cy tec, zif it were ncdc, and buxomly to re- 

fccyvc 
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fccyve me and my Company c, and for to 
obcye to alle my requeftcs refonable, zif thci 
weren not grctly azen the Royalle power and 
digny tee of the Soudan or of his Lawe. And 
to othere, that asken him grace, fiiche as han 
lerved him, he ne zevethe ndt btit his Signet ; 
the whiche thei make to be born before hem, 
hangynge on a Spere: and the folk of the 
Contree don gret worfchip? and reverence to 
his Signett or his Seel, and knelen there to^ 
as lowly as wee don to Corf us T>omini. And 
zit men don flille grettere reverence to his 
Lettres. For the Admyraiie and alle othere 
Lordes, that thei ben fchewed to, before ot 
thei reicey ve hem^ thei knelen doun, and than 
thei take hem, and putten hem on here Hedes, 
and aftre thei kiffen hem^ and than thei reden 
hem, knelynge with gret reverence, and than 
thei offren hem to do alle, that the berere 
askethe. And in this Temflum T>ominij weren 
fomtyme Chanouns Regnleres : and thei had- 
den an Abbots to whom thei \t^eren obedient. 
And in this Temple was Charlemayny whan 
that the Aungelle broughte him the Prepuce 
of oure Lord Jeju Crijfj of his Circumcifioun % 
and aftre Kyng Charles leet bryngen it to Td- 
. rys^ in to his Chapelle : and aftre that, he 
leet brynge it to Teyteres^ and aftre that to 

H ^ Chartres 
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Charti^es. Add cee fchillte andirftonde^ that 
t\As iis iiot ibt Temple^ chat Salmon made : 
foi: that Teitiplc dared nor, but iiox Zcer. 
tbf lytUsi V^Jp^fiMnts Sonc^ Emperour of 
RtfM^es tiid leyd fege abootc Jerufalemj for to 
dlfeOttilP^te the J^es : for thci puttcn our* 
Lwd to Dfcthe, V^rith outcn Lcvc of the Em^ 
liN^f-oUi*. Ahd whan he haddt wonnen the Cjr* 
Wei tit biisflte the Temple and beet it dowb^ 
*iid ilte the Gytefe> and toke the Jewesy and 
Sitdfe hemto&ethe, itooooo: and the othere 
tie ptitte in Prefoun, and foldc hem to Scr- 
Vttgei 30 for o PiEfny : for thei ftyde, the! 
botighte Jefii foir 30 Penyes : and he made of 
hett bcttre cheq)^ whan he zaf 30 for o Peny. 
-A^ aftre that tyme, jMlianusjipoftat e^ ihzi 
l^asEmperout^ zaf leveto the J ewes to makie 
the Temple of Jerufalem : for he hated Cri- 
ftene Mein ; and zit he was criftned, but he 
forfoke his Law, and becam a Renegace. And 
whin the J ewes hadden made the Tem- 
ple^ com an Etthe quakeng, add cift rt doun 
fas God wolde) and deftroyed alle that thei 
had made. And aftre that, Adryun^ that was 
Emperour of Romey and of the Lynage of 
Troye^ made Jerufalem azen, and the Tem- 
ple, in the fame manere, as Salomon made it. 
And he wolde not foffrc no Jewes to dwelie 
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there, but only Crifleoe iqen. For glle thought 
it were fo, th^t hee was not criilned, zet ho 
lovede Criftene men, more than ony Qthei! 
Nacioun, iaf his owne. This jEJmp^rpiir leec 
enclofe the Chirche of feynt Sepnipre, gnd 
walle it, within the Cytee, that h^fpxp w^s 
With cute the Cytee, long tyme beibrn. Aqc) 
he wolde have chaunged the Naqie of Jerif- 
fakm^ and have deped it Ely a : but that Nams 
laded not longe. Aifo zee fchulle un(|irftondPs 
that the Sarazines don moche reverence tQ 
that Temple ; and thei feyn, that that placQ 
is right holy, And whan thei gon in, thei 
gon barefote, and knelen many tymes. An^ 
whanne my Fclowes and I feyghe that, whai^ 
we comen in,, wee diden of oure Schoon, aa4 
camen in barefote, and thoi^hten that we 
fcholden don as moche Worfchipe and Reve«i 
rence there to, as ony of the mysb^Ieevynge 
men fcholde, and as gret compundioun iii 
Herte to have. This Temple is 64 Cubytes 
of wydenefle, and als many e in lengthe ; and- 
of heighte it i^ 120 Cubites : and it is with 
inne, alle aboute, made with Pyleres of Mar- 
ble : and in the myddel place of the Temple,^ 
ben manye highe Stages, of 14 Degrees of 
height^, made wirfi gode Pyleres alle aboute: 
^d this Place ^he Jew^s callen SmSia Sandio- 
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rum ; that is to feyc, holy of halewes. And 
in that place comethe loo Mao, faf only here 
Prelate, that makethe here Sacrifife. And the 
folk ftonderi alle aboute, in diverfe Stages, afi 
tre thci ben of Digny tee or -Of Worfchipe ; fo 
that thei alle may fee the Sacrjfice. And in 
that Temple ben 4 Entrees ; and thaZates ben 
of CyprefTe, wel made and curioufely dight^ 
And with in the Eft Zate, oure Lorde feydej^ 
here is jferu/alem. And in the fclorthfyde of 
that Temple, with in the Zate, there is a Welle ; 
but it rennethe noght ; of the whiche Holy 
Writt fpekethe, and fey the, f^uii jiquam e- 
gredientcm de Tetnflo : that is to feyne ; I 
faughe IVatre come out of the Temple. And 
on that other fyde of the Temple, there is a 
Roche, that men clepen Moriache : but aftre 
it was clcpt Bethel \ where the Arke of God, 
with Relykes of Jewes^ weren wont to ben 
put. That Arke or Hucche, with the Relikes, 
Tytus ledde with hym to Rome^ whan he had 
fcomfy ted alle the Jeifjes. In that Arke weren 
the loCSmandementes, and of .^r^/ir^j Zerde, 
and of Mqyfes Zerde, with the whiche he 
made the Rede See departen, as it had ben a 
Walle, 00 the righte fyde and on the left fyde, 
whils tha^ the Peple of Ifrael paftcdcn the 
§ce drye fopt ; And with that Zerde, he 
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{moot the Roche ; and the Watre cam out of 
it : And with that Zerde, he dide manyc 
Wondrcs. And there in was a VefTel of Gold, 
fulle of Manna, and Clothinges and Ournc- 
ments and the Tabernacle oiAard^ and a Ta- 
bernacle fquare of Gold, with iz precyous 
Stones, and a Boyft of Jalper grene, with 4 
Figures, and 8 Names of oure Lord, and 7 
Candelftykes of Gold, and ix Pottes of Gold, 
and 4 Cenferes of Gold, and an Awtier of 
Gold, and 4 Lyouns of Gold, upon the whichc 
thei bare Cherubyn of Gold, 12 Spannes long, 
and the Cercle of Swannes of Hevene, with 
a Tabernacle of Gold, and a Table of Sylver, 
and X Trompes of Silver, and 7 Barly Loves, 
and alle the othere Relikes, that weren before 
the Birthe of oure Lord Jefu Criji. And up- 
on that Roche, was 5^^f ^^ flepynge, whan he 
faughe the Aungeles gon up and doun, by a 
Laddre, and he ftyd, Vere Locus ifie fanSius 
ejiy SJ ego ignorabam : That is to feyne ; For- 
Jbthe this place is holy^ andlwifie it nought. 
And there an Aungel helde Jacob (lille, and 
turned hisName, and cleped him Ifrael. And 
in that fame place, l^avid faughe the Aun- 
gelle, that fmot the folk with a Swerd, and 
put it up blody in the Schethe. And in that 
fame Roche, was feynt Symeon^ whan he 
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rcfcey ved ourc Lord in to the Temple. And 
in this Roche he fette him, wh$in the J ewes 
wolde a floned him; and a Sterre cam doun, 
and zaf him light. And upon that Roche, 
prechede oure Lord often tyme to the Peple ; 
and out of that feyd Temple, oure Lord drof 
the Byggeres and the Selleres. And upon that 
Roche, oureLord fette him, whan the J^^u^^x 
wolde have (loned him ; and the Roche cleef 
jo two, and in that clevynge was oure Lord 
hidd : and there cam doun a Sterre, and zaf 
J^ighte and ierved him with claretee : and up- 
on that Roche, fatt ourc Lady, and lemed 
hire Sawtere : and there oiir Lord forzaf the 
Woman hire Sinnes, that was fbunden in A- 
vowtrie ; and there was oure Lord circum- 
cyded ; and there the Aungelle fchewede ty- 
dynges to Zuchmrie^ of the Birthe of Seynt 
B^ftyfi his Sone, and there offred firfl Mel- 
chifidechej Bred and Wyn to oure Lord, in 
rokene of the Sacrement, that was to comene : 
and there feilc ^avid preyeng to oure Lord, 
and to the Aungelle, that Imot the peple, that 
he wolde have mercy on him 4nd on the 
peple ; and oure Lord herde his Prey ere ; and 
therefore wolde he make the Temple in that; 
place : but oure Lord forbade him, be an Aun- 
gelle, for he h44 don Tr^oun^i wban be leet 
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fle 'Uw the worthi Knyght, for to have^^r- 
f^ee his Wyf : and therfore alle the purvey • 
ance, that he hadde ordeyned to make the 
Temple with, he toke it Salomon his Sone ; 
and he made it. And he preyed oure Lord, 
chat alle tho that preyeden to him, iq that 
place, with gode Herte, that he wolde herea 
here Preyerc and graunten it hem, zif thei 
asked it rightefbllyche : and oure Lord graunt- 
ed it him : and therfore Salomon cleped that 
Temple, the Temple of Conieille and of Help 
of God. And with oute the Zate of that 
Temple, is an Awtiere, where Jewes wereia 
wont to of&en Dowves and Turtles. And 
betwene the Temple and that Awtiere, was 
Zacharie flayn. And upon the Pynaclc of 
that Temple, was oure Lord brought, for to 
ben tempted of the Enemye, the Feend. And 
on the. heightc of that Pynade, the Jewes 
fetten Seynt Jamey and called him down to 
the Erthe, that firft was BifTchopp oijeru^ 
fale. And at the entree of that Temple, to* 
ward the Weft, is the Zate, that is clept * Tort a 
ffeclofa. And nyghe befyde that Temple^ 
upon the right fyde, is a Chirche covered with 
Leed, that is clept Sakmones Scole. And fro 
that Temple, to wardes the Southe, right nyghe, 
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is the Temple of Salomon y that is righte fafr 
and wel polliflcht. Atad in that Temple^ 
daellen the Knyghtes of the Temple, that 
weren wont to be clept Tem^leres ; and that 
was the foundacioun of here Ordre : fb that 
there, duelleden Knyghtes ; and in Templo 
Domini J Chanouns Regulcres. Fro that Tem- 
ple toward the Eft, a 120 Paas, in the Cor- 
nere of the Cy tee, is the Bathe of oure Lord : 
and in that Bathe was wont to come Watrq 
fro Varadysy and zit it droppethe. And there 
bcfyde, is our Ladyes Bed. And fafte by, is^ 
the Temple of Seynt Symeon : and with outc 
the Cloyfter of the Temple, toward the Northe,^ 
is a fulle faire Chirche of Seynte Jlnncj oure 
Ladyes Modre : and there was oure Lady con- 
cey ved. And before that Chirche, is a gret 
Tree, that began to growe the lame nyght. 
And undre that Chirche, in goenge doun be 
XX Degrees, lythe Joachym^ oure Ladyes fa- 
der, in a feire Tombe of Ston : and there be- 
(yde, lay fomtyme feynt Anne his Wif ; buG 
leynt Helyne leet trauflate hire to Cojiantyno- 
fie. And in that Chirche is a Welle, in ma- 
nere of a Ciftcrne, that is clept, Trobatica 
Tifcina^ that hathe $ Entreez. Into that Welle, 
Aungeles were wont to come from Hevene, 
and bathen hem with ihne 2 and what Man 
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that firft bathed him, aftrc the mevynge of the 
Watrc, was made hool, of what mauer Syke- 
nes that he hadde : and there oore Lord heled 
a Man of the Palafye, that lay 38 Zeer^: and 
oureLord feyde to him, To/k Grabatum tuum 
tS ambula : that is to feye ; Take thi Bedj 
and go. Aad there befyde, ^zsTylatesHovfs: 
And fade by, is Kyng Heroudes Hows, thac 
leet fle the Innocentes. This Heroude was 
over moche curled and cruelle : for firft he 
ket fle his Wif, that he lovede rightc welle ; 
and for the paflynge Love, that he hadde to 
hire, whan he faughe hirt ded, he felle in a 
rage, and oute of his Wytt, agretwhile; and 
fithen he cam azen to his Wytt : and aftrc he 
leet fle his two Sones, that he hadde of thac 
Wyf : and aftre that, he leet fle another of 
his Wyfes, and a Sone, that he hadde with 
hire : and aftre that, he leet fle his ownc Mo- 
dre : and he wolde have flay n his Brother alfb, 
but he dycde fbdeynly . And aftre he fell in- 
to Sekneffe, and whan he felte, that he fcholde 
dye, he fente aftre his Suftre, and aftre alle 
the Lordes of his Lond ; and whan thei were 
comen, he leet comande hem to Prifbun, and 
than he feyde to his Suftre, he wiftc wel, that 
men of the Contree wolde make no Sorwe 
for his Dethe ; and therfore he made his Suftre 
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fvreref that fche fcholdc lece finyce of alle the 
Heds of the Lordcs, whan he were ded ; and 
than fcholde alle the Lond make Sorwe for 
his Dethe> and elle nought : and thus he made 
his Teftement. But hi$ Sufire fulfilled not his 
Wille : for al6 fbne as he was ded, fche dely- 
vered alle the Lprde$ out of PreibuUf and lete 
hem goo, cche Lord to his owne ; and tolde 
hem alle the purpos of hire Brothers Ordy-^ 
nance : and fb was this curfed Kyng nevef 
Qiade Sorwe for, as he fiippofed for to have 
ben. And zee fchulle undiHlonde, that in that 
tyme, there weren 3 Hertmdesy of gret Name 
tod Loos for here crudtee. This Heiroudey 
of whiche I have fpoken ofle, was Heroude 
Afiaknite : and he that leet beheden ieync 
John die Bapcifl^ was Heroude Antyfa : and 
he that leet fmy te of feynt James hed, was 
Heroude Agrl^a ; and he putte feynt Teter 
jfiPk-eibun. 

Alfo furthermore, in the Cytee, is the 
Chirche of Seyot Savyour : And (here is the 
lifft Arm of John Crifofiom^ and the more 
parcye of the Hed of feynt Stevene. And 
fOA that other fyde of the Strece, toward the 
flonthe, as Men gon to Mount . Syon^ is a^ 
Chircfae of feynt Jamesj where he was be* 
heded. And fro chat Chirch^ a xzo Paas« 

is 
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is the Mount Sjton : and there is a faire Chifchtt 
ofoureLady, where fche dwelled ; andthett 
iche dyed. And there was wont to ben an 
Abbot of Chanouns Reguleres. And ff thtol^ 
was fche born of the Apoftles, unto the Yilt 
of Jo/ipbatf^. And there i$ the Ston, that 
the Aungelle broughte to oure Lady, fro tht 
Mounc of Synay ; and it is of that colour, 
that the Roche is of feynt Katetyne. And 
there befyde, istheZate, where thorghe oure 
Ladye weAte, whan fche was with QiiMe, 
whan fehe wente to Betheleem. Alio at tht 
tentree of the Mount iSym, isaChapelle; and 
in that Chapelle is the Ston gret and large, 
With the whiche the Scpulcre was covered 
With, whan Jofej^he of Aramuthie had put 
oure Lord thereinne: the whiche Ston the 
3 Maries (awen turnen upward, whan thei 
onnen to the Sepulcre, the Day of his'Rie- 
furrexioud ; and there foutiden an Aungelle, 
that tofdehem of oureLordes upryfynge bom 
D&the to Lyve. And there alfo is a Ston, in 
aWaite, befyde the 2^te, ofthePylcer, that 
onrc Lord was fcoui^ed ate : And there was 
>ffrtr^xHowS, that Was Bislhop of the Jewes^ 
in that ty-ine. And there was oure Lord exa- 
myned in the nyght, and (courged and finy- 
ten and vykntly entreted. And in that fame 

place, 
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place, fcynt TPeter forfoke oure Lord thrresi 
or the Cok creew. And there is a party of 
the Table, that he made his Souper onne^ 
whan he made his Maundee, with his Difcy- ^ 
pies ; whan he zaf hem his Flefche and his 
Blode, in forme of Bred and Wyn. And un- 
dre that Chapelle, 3x Degrees, \% the place^ 
where oure Lord woflche his Diiciples Feet : 
and zit is the VefTelle, where the Watre was. 
And there befyde that fame Veffelle, was feynt 
Stevene buryed. And there is the Awtier^ 
where oure Lady herde the Aungeles iynge 
MefTe. And there appered firft oure Lord to 
his Diiciples, aftre his Refurrexioun, theZates 
•nclofcd, and feyde to hem; Tax vobis: that 
istofeye; TeestoZou, And on that Mount, 
appered Crifi to feynt Thomas the Apoftle, 
and bad him affaye his Woundes; and there 
beleeved he firft, and feyde, ^ominus mens 
® ^eus meus : that is to feyo ; my Lord and 
my God. In the fame Chirche, befyde the 
Awtcer, weren alle the Apofteles on WytJoH- 
dajiy whan the Holy Goft defcended on hem, 
in lyknefle of Fuyr. And there made ouic 
Lord his Pask, with his Difciples. And there 
fleptc feynt John the Evaungelift, upon the 
Breefte of oure Lord Jefu Crift^ and faughc 
llcpyngj many hevenly ptevytees. 

6 Mount 
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Mount Syon is with inne the Cytec ; and 
k is a ly tille hierc than the other fyde of the 
Cytee : and the Cytee is ftrongere on that 
fyde, than on that other fyde. For at the 
foot of the Mount Syofh is a faire Caftelle 
and a flrong, that the Soudan leet make. In 
the Mount Syon^ weren buryed Kyng l^avid 
and Kyng Salomon^ and many othere Kynges, 
Jewes of Jerufalem. And there is the place, 
where the Jewes wolden han caft up the bo- 
dy of oure Lady, whan the Apoftles beren 
the Body to ben buryed, in the Vale of 3^^- 
faf bathe. And there is the Place, where 
Seynt Tettr wcpte fulle tenderly, aftre that 
he hadde forfaken oure Lord. And a Stones 
caft fro that Chapelle, is another Chapelle, 
where oure Lord was jugged : for that tyme, 
was there Cayphafes Hows. From that Cha- 
pelle, to go toward the Eft, at 140 Paas, is a 
depe Cave undre the Roche, that is clept the 
Galylee of oure Lord ; where fcynt ^etre 
hidde him, whanne he had forfaken oure Lord. 
Iteniy betwene the Mount Syon and the Tem- 
ple of Salomon^ is the place, where oure Lord 
reyfed the Mayden, in hire Fadrcs Hows. 
Undre the Mount Syifk^ toward the Vale of 
Jofaphathej is a Welle, that is clept Nata- 
torium Siloe \ and there was oure Lor^K^i^fshen, 

aftre 
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aftrc his Bapteme : And there made cure Lord 
the Wynde Man to fee. And thae was y 
boryed Tfaye the Prophete. Alfb ftreghte 
from Natatorie Slloe^ is an Ymage of Scon, 
and of olde arnicyen Werk^ that Abfalon leet 
make : and becanfe there of, men clepen ic 
the Hood of Atfahn. And fatfte by, is zit 
the Tree of Eldre, that Judas henge him felf 
upon, for delpeyr that be hadde, whan he 
folde and betray<6d oure Lord. And there be- 
lyde, was the Sjm^oge, where the Bysfhoppes 
of Je'wes and the Vhary/es camen to gid^, 
and helden here ConfeiUe^ And there calle 
Judas the 30 Pens before hem, and ftyde, 
that he hadde fynntd, betrayenge ora-e Lord. 
And there nygbe, was the Hows of the A- 
pofUes, ^hiti^tvmdiJacdhAlfhei. And on 
that other fyde of Mount SyoHj toward the 
Southe, bczonde the Vale, a Stones caft, is^- 
cheldamache ; that is to feye, the Feld of 
Blood \ that was bought for tbe 30 Pensi that 
oure Lord was fold fore. And in that Feld 
ben many Tombes of Criflene Men : for tbere 
ben many e Pilgrymes graven. And there ben 
many Oratories, ChapeHes and Heremytages, 
where Hcremytcs weren wont to <krelle. And 
toward the Eft, an 100 Pas, is -the Char- 
ncllc of^c Ho^taUe of fcy« Jobn^ where 

men 
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liien weren wont to putte the Bones of dede 
men. \ 

Alfo fro JerufaktHy toward the Weft, is 
a fair Chirche, where the Tree of the Cros 
grew. And x My le fro thens, is a faire Chirche ; 
where oureLady mette with Elizabethcj whan 
thei weren bothe with Childe ; and fey nl John 
ftered in his Modres Wombfe, and made reve- 
rence to his Creatour^ that he faughe not. And 
undre the Awtier of that Chirche, is the place 
where feynt John was born. And fro that 
Chirchej is a Myle to the Caftelle of Emaux: 
dnd there alfo oure Lord fchewed him to x of 
his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexioun. Alio on 
that other fyde, xoo Tas fro Jeru/alemj is 
a Chirche, where was wont to be the Cave of 
the Lioun : and undre that Chirche, at 30 
Degrees of DepncfTe, wer6n entered ixooo 
IVTartires, in the tyme of Kyng "» Cofdroe^ 
that the Lyoun ° mette with alle in a nyghte, 
be the wille of God. Alfo fro Jerufalem % 
Myle, is the Mount J(^ey a fulle fair place 
and a delicyous : and there lythe Samuel the 
Prophete in a fair Tombe : and men clepea 
it Mount Joye ; for it zevcthe joye to Pil- 
grymes hertes, be caufe that there men feen 
firft Jerufalem. Alfo betwene Jerufalem and 
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the Monnt ofOfyvete^ is the Vale of J ofih 
fhathcj undre the Wallcs of the Cytee, as I 
have feyd before : and in the myddes of the 
Vale, is a lytille Ryyere, that men deped 
Torrens Cedron ; and aboven it, over thwart^ 
lay a Tre, (that the Cros was made ofie) that 
men 2eden over onne : and fafte by it is a 
Htylle pytt in the Erthe, where the foot of 
the Pileer is zit entered*; and there was oure 
Lord firft fcourged : for he was fcomged and 
vileynfly cntreted in many places. Alfo in 
the myddel Place of the Vale of Jofafhatbe^ 
is the Chircbe of oure Lady : and it is of 43 
Degrees, undre the Erthe, unto the Sepulcre 
of oure Lady. And oure Lady was of Age^ 
whan fche dyed, 7x Zeen And befide the 
Sepulcre of oure Lady, is an Awticr, where 
oure Lord forzaf feynt Vetir alle his Sy nnes. 
And fro thens, toward the Weft, undre an 
Awcere, is a Welle, that comethe out of the 
Ry vere of Taradys. And witethe wel, that 
that Chirche is fuUe lowe in the Erthe ; and 
fum is alle with inne the Erthe. But I fup- 
pofe wel, that it was not fo founded : but for 
becaufe that Jeru/alem hathe often tyme ben 
deflroyed, and the Walles abated and betcn 
doun and tombled in to the Vale, and that 
thei ban ben fb filled azen, and the ground en* 
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hamiced ; and for that skylle, is the Chirchc 
ib lowe with in the Erthe : and natheles men 
feyn there comounly, that the Erthe hathe 
fo ben clQven, fythe the tyme, that oureLady 
was there buryed : and zit men feyn there, 
that it wexethe and growethe evcty day, 
with outen dowte. In that Chirche Wercn 
wont to ben blake Monkes, that hadden hire 
Abbot. And befyde that Chirche, is a Cha- 
pelle, befyde the Roche, that highte Gethe- 
famanyx and there was oure Lord kyfTed of 
Judas ; and there was he taken of the J ewes ; 
and there laft oure Lord his Difciples, whan 
he wente to preyc before his Paflioun, whan 
he preyed and feyde, Taterj Jl fieri foteft^ 
tranfeat a me Calix ijie : that is to (eye ; Fa- 
dre^ zif it may be^ do kte this Chalys go 
fro me. And whan he cam azen to his 
Difciples, he fond hem flepynge. And in the 
Roche, with inne the Chapelle, zit apperea 
the fyngrcs of oure Lordes Hond, whan he 
putte hem in the Roche, whan the Jewes 

wolden have taken him. And fro thens a 
Stones call, toward the Southe, is another 
Chapelle, where oure Lord fwette droppes 
of Blood. And there righte nyghe, is the 
Tombe of Kyng Jofaf hathe ; of whom the 
Vale bcrethe the name. This Jofaf hathe 
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was Kyng of that Contree, and was con« 
verted by an Heremyte, that was a worthi 
man, and dide moche gode. And fro thens a 
Bowe drawghte, towiard the Southe, is the 
Chirche, where feynt James and Zacharie 
the Prophete weren buryed. And above the 
Vale, is the Mount of Oljvete : and it is 
cleped fo, for the plentee of Olyves, that 
growen there. That Mount is more highe 
than the Cy tee of Jerufalem is : and ther^ 
fore may men, upon that Mount, fee manyc 
of the Stretes of the Cytee. And betwene 
that Mount and the Cytee, is not but the 
Vale of Jofapkathcy that is not fiille laige. 
And fro that Mount, fteighe oure Lord Jejii 
Criji to Hevene, upon Afctncioun day : and 
zit there fchewethe the fchapp of his leftFootj 
in the Ston. And there is a Chirche, where 
was wont to be an Abbot and Chanouns re- 
guleres. And a lytylle thens, 18 Pas, is a 
Chapelle, and there in is the Ston, on the 
whiche oure Lord fat, whan he prechede the 
SBleflynges, and feyde thus ; Beati pauferes 
Splritu : And there he taughte his Dilciplcs 
the Tater nojler ; and wrote it with his finger 
in a Ston. And there nyghe is a Chirche of 
Seynte Marie Egtpcyane^ and there fche 
lythe in a Tombc. And fro thens toward 

A the 
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the Eft, a 3 Bow fchote, is Bethfagee ; to the 
whiche ourc Lord fente feynt Teter and fey nc 
Jamesj for to feche the AfTe, upon Taltne 
Sondayr and rode upon that Afle to Jerufa- 
lem. And in comyngc doun fro the Mount 
oWlyvetej toward the Eft, is aCaftelle, that 
i^ deped Bethanye : and there dwclte Symon 
leprous, and there herberwedoure Lord; and 
aftre, he was baptized of the Apoftlcs, and 
was clept Julian^ and was made BifFchoppe : 
and this is the fame Julyan^ that men clepe 
to for gode Herberghgage : for oure Lord hcr- 
berwed with him, in his Hows. And in that 
Hous, oure Lord forzaf Marie Magdakyne 
hire Synnes ; there fche whaflchcd his Feet 
with hire Teres, and wyped hem with hire 
Heer. And there lerved feynt Martha^ ourc 
Lord. There oure Lord reyfed Lazar^ fro 
Dethe to lyve, that was ded4dayes and ftank, 
that was brother to Marte Magdakyne and 
to Martha. And there dueltc alfo Marie 
Cleophe. That Caftelle is wel a Myle long 
fro Jerufalem. Alio in comynge doun fro 
the Mount oiOlyvete^ is the place where oure 
Lord wepte upon Jerufalem. And there be- 
lyde is the place, where oure Lady appered 
to feynt Thomas the Apoftle, aftre hire Af- 
fj^mptioun, and zaf him hire Gyrdylle. Anct 
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right nyghe is the Ston, where oure Lord of- 
ten tyme fat upon, whan he prechcde : and 
upon that fame fchalle he fytte, at the day of 
Doom ; righte as him felf feyde. 

Alfo aftre the Mount of Olyvete^ is the 
Mount of Galilee : there adembleden the A- 
poflles, whan Marie Magdaltyne cam, and 
tolde hem of Crijies uprifynge. And there, 
betwene the Mount Olyvete and the Mount 
Galilee^ isaChirche, where the Aungcl (eyde 
to oure Lady, of hire Dethe. Alfo fro Be- 
thanye to JericOj was fomtyme a litylle Cy- 
tee : but ic is now alle deftroyed ; and now 
is there but a litylle Village. That Cytec 
tok Jofue^ be myraclc of God and cSmandc- 
menc of the Aungel, and deftroyed it and 
curfed it, and alle hem that bylled it azen. 
Of that Citee was Zacheus the Dwerf, that 
clomb up in to the Sycomour Tre, for to fee 
cure Lord; be caufe he was fo litille, he 
myghte not feen him for the peple. And of 
that Cytee was Raab the comoun Woman, 
that afcaped allone, with hem of hire lynage; 
and Iche often tyme refrefTched and fed the 
MefTageres oi Ifraelj and kepte hem from 
manye grete periles of Dethe : and therfbrc 
fche hadde godc reward ; as Holy Writtfey the : 
^i accipt Trofbetam in namine meoj tner^ 
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cedem Vr$phet£ acctfiet : that is to feyc ; 
He that takethe a Trofhet^ in my name^ he 
fihalle take tnede of the Trofhete : and fb 
hadde fchc ; for fche prophecy ed to the Mcf- 
fageres, feycDgc, Nov i quod 7)ominus tradet 
vobis Terrain hanc : that is to feye ; / wot- 
weij that oure Lord fchal betake zou this 
Lond: and fo he dide. And afcre Salomon^ 
Naafines Sone, wedded hire ; and fro that 
tyme was fche a worthi WSman, and lerved 
God wel. Alio from Betanye^ gon men to 
£om Jordan J by a Momitayne, and thorghe 
Defert ; and it is nyghe a Day iorneye fro 
Bethanyej toward the Eftj to a gret hille, 
where oure Lord faded 40 dayes. Upon that 
Hille, the enemy of Helle bare oure Lordj^ 
and tempted him, and feyde ; 2)/r ut lafi^ 
des ifti fanes fiant : that is to feye ; /ey^ that 
theife Stones be made Loves. In that place^ 
upon the hille, was wont to hen a faire 
Chirche ; but it is alle deftroyed, fo that there 
is now but an Hermytage, that a maner of 
Criftene men holden, that ben cleped Georgy- 
enes : for leynt George converted hem. Up- 
on that hille, duelte Abraham a gret while : 
9od therfore men clepen it, Abrahames Gar« 
dyn. And betw^ne the Hille and this Gaj^<< 

^yn, renneth a lytille Broke of Watrey that 
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was wont to ben byttre ; but be the bleflyng 
of Helijee the Prophete, it becam fwcte and 
gode to drynke. And at the foot of this 
Hille, toward the Play n, isagretWelle, that 
entrethe in to Flora Jordan. Fro that Hille, 
to Jerico J that I fpak of before, is but a Myle, 
in goyngc toward Flom Jordan. Alfo as men 
gon to JericOj lat the biynde man, cryenge, 
Je/Uy fili Tiavid^ miferere met : that is to 
f^yc ; Jeju^ Davides fone^ have mercy on 
me: and anon he hadde his (ighce. Alio x 
Myle fro JericOj is Flom Jordan : and an 
half myle more nyghe, is a faire Chirche of 
of Seynt John the Baptift ; where he baptifed 
oure Lord : and there befyde, is the Hous of 
Jeremye the Prophete. 
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Cap. IX. 

Of the dede See ; and of the Flom Jor- 
dan. Of the Hed of feynt John the 
Baptift J and of the Ufag^s of the 
Samaritanes. 

AND fro Jer'fCOy a 3 Mylc, is the dedc 
See. Aboate that See, growethe moche 
^Alom and oi Alkatran. Betwene Jerico 
and that See, is the Lond of ^engadde\ and 
there was wont to growe the Bawme : bat 
p men make drawe the braunches there of, 
and here hem to ben grafted at Babiloyne : 
and zit men clepen hem Vy nes of Gaddy. At 
a Coft of that See, as men gon from Arabe^ 
is the Moant of the Moabytes ; where there 
is a Cave, that men clepen Karua. Upon 
that hille, ladde Balak the Sone of Booz^ 
Balaam the Preft, for to curfe the Pcple of 
IJrael. That dede Sec departethe the Lond 
oiTnde and oiArabye: and that See laftethe 
from Soar a unto Arabye. The Watre of t|iat 
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See v^ fulle by cter and Salt : and iSS the Erthe 
were made moyfl: and weet with that Watre^^ 
it wolde nevere here Fruyt. And the Erthe 
and the Lond chauugeth often his colour. 
And it caftethe oat of the Watre, a thing that 
inen clepen Afpalt ; alio gret peces, as the 
gretnefle of an Hors, every day, and on alle 
fydes. And fro Jerufalem to that See, is xoo 
Furlongcs. That Sec is in lengthe fSo Fur- 
longes, and in brede ifo Furlonges: and it is 
clept the dcde See, for it rennethe nought, 
but is evere unmevable. And nouther mannet^ 
bed, ne no thing that berethe lif in him, ne 
may not dyen in that See : and that ha^ 

ben preved manye tymes, ^e men that ban 
diflferved to ben dede, that ban ben cad tb^e 
inne, and left there inne, 3 day^ or 4, and 
thei ne myghte never dye ther inne : for it 
refceyvethe no thing with inne him, that 
berethe lif And no man may diy nken of the 
Watre, for bytternefle. And zif a man caftc 
Iren there in, it wole flete aboven. And zif 
men caftc a Fedre there in, it wole fynke to 
the botme : and theiie ben thinges azenft ky nde. 
And alfo the Cy tees there weren loft, be cauie 
of Synne. And there befyden growen trees, 
that beren fuUe fiure Apples, and &ire of co- 
lour to beholde ; but wholb brekethe hem or 
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catteche hem in two, he fchalle fynde with 
in hem Coles and Cyndres ; in tokene that, 
beWratthc of God, the Cy tees and theLond 
weren brente and (bnken in to Helle. Sum 
men depen that See, the Lake ^alfetidee ; 
ibmme, the Flom of Develes^ and sOme^ 
the Flom that is ever ftynkynge. And in to 
that See, fbnken the y Cytces, be Wratthe of 
God ; that is to (eyne, Sodom<, Gomorre^ Al- 
damoj Selhpn and Segor^ for the abhomy na- 
bie fynne of Sodmye^ that regned in hem. 
Bat SegOTy be the preyer of Lothcj was faved 
and kept a gr^t while : for it was fett upon an 
htlle; andzit fchewethe therof fum party, a- 
boye the Watre : and men may fee the WaUes, 
when it is feyr Wedre and cleer. In that Cy- 
tee Lathe dwelte, a lytylle while ; and there 
was he made dronken of his Donghtres, and 
lay with hem, and engendred of hem Moab 
akid AmoH. And the caufe whi his Doughtres 
made him dronken, and for to ly by him. 
Was this ; becaufe thei fawghe no man abotite 
hem, but only here Fadre : and therfore thei 
trowed, that God had dedroyedalle the World, 
as he hadde don the Cytees ; as he hadde don 
before, be Noes Flood. And therfore thei 
wolde lye with here Fadre, for to have Iflue, 
and for to repienyflchen the World az^en with 
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Pq>lc, to reftorc the World azcn be hem : 
for thei trowed> that ther had ben no mo men 
in alle the World. And zif here Fadre had 
not ben dronken, he hadde not y leye with 
hem. And the hille aboven 4$*^^^, mencleped 
;t thanne Edom : and aftre men cleped it Seyr^ 
and aftre Tdumea. Alfo at the righte fyde 
of that dede See, dwellethe zit the Wife of 
Lothcj in ly knefle of a fait Ston ; for that 
fchee loked behynde hire, whan the Cytees 
fonkenin toHelle. This Lot he "^zsAraammes 
fone, that was Brother to Abraham. And 
Sarra Abrahames Wif, and Melcha Nachors 
Wif> weren Suftren to the feyd Lothe. And 
the fame Sarra was of elde 90 Zeer, whan 
Tfaac hire fone was goten on hire. And A- 
braham hadde another ibne TJmaely that he 
gat upon Agar his Chambrere. And whan 
Tfaac his fone was 8 dayes olde, Abraham 
his Fadre leet him ben circumcyded, and 
Tfinael with him, that was 14 Zeer old : 
wherfore the Jewes that comen of Tfaacces 
lync, ben circumcyded the 8 Day ; and the 
Sarrazinesj that comen of Tjmaeles \ynty 
ben circumcyded whan thei ben 14 Zeer of 
Age. 

And zee ichulle undirftonde, that with in 
the dedc Sce^i renneth? th? Flom Jordan^ ai^d 
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there it dycthe : for it rennethe no further- 
more : and that is a place, that is a Myle fro 
the Chirche of feynt John the Baptift, to- 
ward the Weft, a lytille bencthe the place, 
where that Criftene men bathen hem co- 
mounly. And a Myle ftom Flom Jordan^ 
is the Ryvere of Jabotbe^ the whiche Ja- 
cob pafTed over, whan he cam fro Mefofota- 
yme. This Flom Jordan is no gret Ryvere ; 
but it is plenteous of gqde Fiffche : and it 
Cometh outofthehilleof Ly^^/ir, hex Welles, 
that ben cleped Jor and T)an : and of tho 
^ Welles hath it the name. And it pafTethe 
be a Lake, that is clept Maron ; and aftre it 
pafTethe by the See of Tyberye^ and pafTethe 
undre the hilles oiGelboe : and there is a fulle 
faire Vale, bothe on that o fyde and on that 
other of the fame Ryvere. And men gon the 
hilles of Lybanj alle in lengthe, unco the de- 

ferc of Tharan. And tho hilles departen the 
kyngdoni of Surrye and the Contree of The- ' 
nefte. And upon tho hilles growen Trees of 
Cedre, that ben fulle hyc, and thei beren longe 
Apples, and als grete as a mannes heved. And 
alfo this Flom Jordan departeth the Lond of 
Galilee and the Lond of Tdumye and the 
Lond of Betron : and that rennethe undre 
Erthe a grct weye, unto a fayre playn and a 
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grec, that is dept Meldan^ in S^rmoys^^ that 
is to fey e, Feyre or Marketr, in here Langage ; 
be cade that there is often Fey res in that 
pleyn. And there becomethe the Watre gret 
and lai^e. And that Playo is the Tombe of 
Job. And in that Flom Jordan aboveleydy 
was oure Lord baptized of feynt John ; and 
the voys of God the Fadre was herd feyenge. 
Hie efi Fllius mens dileStus &c. that is to 
feye; This is my beloved fine j in the whiche 
I ant well fie fid ; herethe hym. And the 
Holy Goft alyghte upon hym, in iyknefle of 
a Colver : and fb at his Baptizynge, was alle 
the hool Trynytee. And thorghe that Flom^ 
pafTeden the Children oHfirael^ alle drye feet : 
and thei putten Stones there in the myddel 
place^ in tokene of the Myracle, that the Wa- 
tre withdrowghe him fo. Alfo in that Flom 
Jordan^ Naaman of Syrie bathed him ; that 
was fulle riche, but he was meielle : and there 
anon he toke his hele. AbouteA the Flom 
Jordan ben manye Chirches, where that ma* 
nye Criftene men dwelleden. And nyghe 
therto is the Cy tee oiHojfy that Jofiie aflfayi- 
ed and toke. Alibbezonde the Flom Jordan^ 
is the Vale of Mambre ; and that is a fulle 
fair Vale. Alfo upon the hille, that I fpak 
of before, where oore Lord failed 40 jdayes, 

ax 
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a X Myle loi^ from Galilee^ is a faire hille 
and an highe ; where the Encmye^ the Fend 
bare oure Lord, the thridde tyme, to tempte 
him, and fchewede him alle the Regiouns of 
the World, and feyde, Hec omnia tibi daboy 
fi cadens adoraveris me : that is to feyne ; 
ji//e this fchalle I zeve the^ zif thou falle 
and worfchife me. 

Alfo fro the dede See, to gon Edward out 
of the Marches of the Holy Lond, that is 
clept the Lond of Promyflioun, is a ftrong 
Caftelle and a fair, in an hille^ that is clept 
Carakj en Sarmqyz : that is to feyne, Ryalfy. 
That Caftelle let make kyng Baldwyn^ (that 
was Kyng of France) whan he had conquer- 
ed that Lond ; and putte it in to Criftene 
meimeshondes, for tokepethatContree. And 
for that canle, was it clept the Mownt rialle. 
And undre it there is a Town, that hight 4$*^- 
hache : and there alle abowte dwellen Criftene 
men, undre Try bute. Fro thens gon Men to 
Kajsarefbej of the whiche oure Lord berethe 
the Surname. And fro thens, there is 3 Jour- 
neyes to Jeru/alem : and men gon be the 
Provynce of Gatylee^ be Ramatha^ be So- 
thym and be the highe hille of Effraim ; 
where Elchana and Anna^ the Modre of Sa- 
muelle the Prophete, dwelleden. There was 

bora 
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born this Prophete : abd aftre his Dethe, hft 
was burycd at Mouiit Joycj as I have feyd 
zou before. And than gon men to Sylo ; 
where the Arke of God with the Relikes 
weren kept longe tyme, undre EP^ the Pfb* 
phete. There made the peple of Ebron Sa- 
crifice to oure Lord : and ther thei zolden up 
here Avowes : and there ipak God fii^ to 
Samueltej and ichewed him the mutacioun of 
ordre of Prefthode, and the mifterie of theSd- 
crAient. And right nyghe, on the left fyde, 
is Gabaon and ttama and Beniamyh ; of the 
whiche Moly Writt fpekethe offc. Atid aftrc 
men gon to Sychetn^ fumtyme clept Sychar\ 
and that is in the Provy ncc of Samaritanes ; 
and there is a fuUe fair Vale and a frudiaoufe, 
and there is a fair Cy tee and a gode, that men 
clepen Neople. And from thens is a jorneye 
to Jerufalem. And there is the Welle, where 
oure Lord fpak to the Woman of Samaritan. 
And there was wont to ben a Chirche ; btit 
it is becen doun. Befyde that Welle, Kyrig 
Roboas let make 2 Calveren of Gold, and 
made hem to ben worfchipt, and put that on 
at ^an^ and that other at Betelle. And a 
Myle fro Sychar^ is the Cytee of l^eluze. 
And in that Cyree dwelte Abraham^ a cer- 
teyn tyme. Syckem is a lo Myle fro JerU- 
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ialem^ and it is clq>t Keofle ; that is for to 
Icyqc ; the newe Cy tee. And nyghe beiyd6 
is the Tombe oijofephe the Sone of Jacoby 
that governed Egypt : for the Jewes baren 
his Bones from jE^^/^, and bury ed hem there. 
And thidre gon the Jewes oftentyme in Pil- 
grimage^ with gret Devocioun. In that Cytee 
was i>yne Jacobes Doughter ravyflcht; for 
whom hire Bretheren flowen many perfbnes, 
and diden many harmes to the Cytee. And 
there befyde, is the hille of Gara/oufh where 
the Samaritanes maken here Sacrifice : in thax 
hille woldft Abraham have iacrificed his Sond 
T/aac. And there befyde is the Vale of ©^* 
taym : afid there is the Cifterne, where Jo- 
fefhe was cafl in of his Bretheren, which the! 
folden ; and that is a x Myle fro Sychar. 
From thens gon men to Samaryej that men 
clepen now Sebaft\ and that is the chief Cy- 
tee of that Contree : and it fytt betwene the 
hille oiAygnesy as Jerufakm dothe. In that 
Cytee was the lyttinges of the ix Tribes of 
Jjrael: but the Cytee is not now fb gretj 
as it was wont to be. There was buryed 
feynt John the Baptift, betwene i Prophetess 
Helyfeus and Abdyan : but he was beheded 
in the Caflellje oiMachatymei befyde the dedc 
See : and aftre be was tranflated of his Dif^ 
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dples, and buryed at Samarie : and there let 
Julianus Afafiata dy^en him up, and let 
brennen his Bones ; (for he was that tymc 
Emperour) and let wyndwc the Askes in the 
Wynd. But the Fynger, that fchewcd oure 
Lord, feyenge, Ecce Agnus T)ei : that is to 
Icyne; Lv the Lamb of God: thatnolde ne- 
verc brenne, but is alle hoi : that Fynger Icec 
feynte Tecle the holy Virgyne be born in to 
the hille of Sebaji ; and there maken men 
gret feftc. In that place was wont to ben a 
fair Chirche ; and many othcre there weren : 
but thei ben alle beten doun. There was 
wont to ben the heed of feynt John Baptift, 
enclofed in the Wa!le: but the Emperour 
Tbeodojie let drawe it out, and fond it wrap- 
ped in a litille Clothe, alle blody ; and fb he 
leet it to be born to Cojlantynoble : and zit at 
Coftantynoble is the hyndre partyc of the 
Heed : and the for par tie of the Heed, til 
nndre theChyn, is ziRome^ undre the Chirche 
of feynt Silvejire^ where ben ^ Nonnes of an 
hundred Ordres : and it is zit alle broylly, 
as though e it were half brent: for the Empe- 
rour Julianus abovefeyd, of his curfednefTe 
and malice, let brennen that partie with the 
other bones ; and zit it ichewethe : and this 

^ Mom^ks Ccrdtilarii, L. 
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thing ha^e ben preyed, both be Popes and 
by Emperours. Andkhe Jowes benethe, that 
holdeo to theChyn, and a partie of the Aflches, 
and the Platere, that the Hed was leyd in, 
whan it was fmyten of, is at Gene : and the 
Geneweyes maken of it grct Fefte ; and (b 
don the Sarazynes alfb. And ium men feyn, 
that the Heed of fcynt John is at Amyas^ in 
VicMrdye : and other men feyn, that it is the 
Heed of feynt John theByflchop. I wot ncrc, 
bat God knowethe : bat in what wyfe than 
men worfchipen it, theblefled kynt John holt 
him a payd. 

. Froni this Cytee of Se^aft unto Jerufalemy 
is IX Myle. And betwene the Hilles of that 
Contreei there is a Welle, that 4 Sithes in 
the Zeer chaangcthe his Colour ; fbmtyme 
grene, fomtyme reed, fbmtyme deer, and 
fomtyiHe trouble: and men dcpen that Welle 
Job. And the folk of that Contree, that men 
clepen Samaritanesj weren converted and bap- 
tised by the Apoflles : but thei holden not 
wel hereDo(ftryne ; and alle weys thei holden 
Lawes by hem fclf, varyenge from Criftenc 
men, Gram Sarrazinesj J ewes and Taynetnes. 
And the Samaritanes ieeven well in o God i 
and thei feyn wel, that there is but only 01 
God, that alle formed, and alle fchalle deme r 

K z and 



131 The Vdiage apdTra'Oatk df 

aod chei holden the Bible aftre the Lectre : anif 
thei uftn the ^fawtere% as the Jewes don i 
and thei feyn, that thci ben the righte Sones 
of God: apd among allc other folk, thei feyn 
that thei ben bed beloved of God; and that 
to hem belongethc the Heritage, that God be- 
highte to hife beloved Children : and thei han 
aMb dyverfe Clothinge and Schapp, to loken 
on, than other folk han ; for thei wrappen 
here Hedes in red Linnene Clothe, in diffe- 
rence fro othere. And the Sarazines wrap- 
pen here Hedes in white lynncne Clothe. And 
the Criftene men, that duellen in the Contree, 
wrappen hem in blew oiTnde\ and x}^f:^ewes 
in zelow Clothe. In that Contree duellen 
manye of the Jewes^ payenge Tribute, as 
Crifteae men don. And zif zee wil knowe 
the Lettres, that the Jewes ufen, thei ben 
fiiche ; and the names ben, as thei clepen hem^ 
writen abovcn,^ in manerc of here A. B. C. 

Alefhe. Bethe. Gymel. T)elethe. He. Van. 

r n D ♦ D So 

Zay. Cy. Tbet. Joht. Kafbo. Lamfd. Mem. 
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Num. Samethe. Ey. Fbee.Sade. Cop be. Refcb. 
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Son. Tau. 
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Cap. X. 

Of the Pr evince (9/ Galilee, and where 
Antecrtft fchalle he born. Of Na- 
zarethe. Of the Age of our e Lady. 
Of the Day of Doom j and of the ' 
Cujiomes of Jacobites, Surry eaes j 
and of the Ufages ^/Gcorgyenes. 

FROM this Conrrcc of the Samaritanesy 
that I have fpoken of before, gon men 
to the Playncs oi Galilee. And men leven the 
hilleSjOn that o partye. And Galilee is on of the 
Pro vynces of the Holy Lond : and in that Pro- 
Vynceis the Cy tee of Naym and Capharnaum 
and Chorofaym and BethfaydeJn ihisBethfeyde 
was feynt Tetre and feynt Andrew born. 
And thens, a 4 My le, is Chorofaym : and 5* My le 
fro Chorofaym J is the Cytee of Cedary where 
of the Tfautre fpekethe : Et habitavi cum 
habitantibus Cedar : that is for to feye ; And 
I have dwelled with the dwellynge men in 
Cedar. In Chorofaym fchalle Antecrift be 
born, as fum men feyn ; and other men feyn, 
be fchalle be bora in Babyloyne : for the Pto- 
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phetc fcyth ; ©^ Babilonia Coluber exiet^ 
gui tot urn mundum dewabit : that is to fey ne ; 
Out of Babiloyne fcbal come a Wormy that 
fchal devoure alle the World. This Antc- 
crift fchal be noryflcht in Beth/ojidaj and he 
jchalle regne in Cafbarnaum: and therfbre 
fey the Holy Writt ; Ve tibiy Chorafaym : ve 
tibij Beth fay da : ve tibiy Caphamaum : that 
is to feye ; Wo be to they Chorolaym : wo to 
they Bethfay da : wo vo they Capharpaum. And 
alle theife Townes ben in the Lond of Gali- 
lee. And alfb, the Cane of Galilee is 4 My le 
fro Nazarethe : of that Cy tee was Symon 
Chananeusy and his ^iiCance ; of the whiche 
the Holy Evaungelift fpekethe off: there didc 
cure Lord the firfte Myracle at the Wedyng, 
whan he turned Watre in to Wyn. And in 
the ende of Galileey at t^e hilles, was the 
Arke of God taken ; and on that other fyde 
is the Mownt Hendor or Hermon. And there 
aboute gothe the Broke oiCifon : and there 
befyde, Barachey tl\M was Abymeleche SonCy 
with Delbore the Prophetifle, overcam the 
Oofl of Tdumeay whan Cyfera the Ky ng was 
ilayn of '' Gebelky the Wif of Aber ; and 
chaced bezondethe ¥\om Jordany beStrcngthe 
of Sword, Zeb and Zebee and Salmana ; and 

^^Mel, the WifcofHir^(r;-. 
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there he flowghc hem. Alfo a s Myle fro 
Naym^ IszhcCytccofJezreel, thatfomtymc 
was clept Zarym ; of the whichc Cy tee Jexa^ 
bel the curled Qaeen was Lady and Qaeen, 
that toke awey the Vyne oiNabaothey be hire 
Strengthe. Faftc by that Cytce, is the Feld 
Magedcy in the whiche the Kyng Joras was 
flayn of the Kyng of Samarie^ and aftre was 
tranflated and buryed in the Mount Syon. 
And a Myle fro Jezraeh ben the Hilles of 
Gelboej where Saul and Jonathas that werea 
fbfaire, dyeden: wherfore2)^w^ curled hem, 
as Holy Wry tc fey the ; Monies Gelbocy nee Ros 
neeTluviaScc. that is to fey e ; Zee Hilles of 
Gelboe^ nouther T)ew neReyn com upon zou. 
And a Myle fro the Hilles of Gelboe^towMd the 
Eft, is the Cytee of Cyrofkj that was clept 
before Bethfayn. And upon the Walles of that 
Cytee, was the Hed of Saul honged. 

Aftre gon men be the hille, beiyde the 
Pleynes of Galylee^ unto Nazdrethe^ where 
was wont to ben a gret Cytee and a fair: but 
now there is not, but a lytille Village, and 
Hdules a brood here and there. And it is 
not walled ; and it fy tt in 4 litille Valcye, and 
there ben Hilles alle aboutc. There was oure 

« 

Lady born : but Iche >vas goten at Jerujale. 
And be caufe that oure Lady was born at Na- 
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s^ethcy therforc bare oure Lord his Surname 
of that Town. There tokc Jofepbe our Lady 
to Wyf, whan fche was 14 Zeere of Age : 
and there Gabr telle grette our Lady, fcycoge, 
Ave gratia flena^ Tiominus tecum : that is 
to feyne; Heylfulle ofGrace^ oure Lord is 
with the. And this Salutacioun was don in 
a place of a gret Awteer of a faire Chirche| 
that was wont to be fomtyme: but it is now 
alle downe : and men han made a litylle ReP 
ceyt, befyde a Pylereof thatChirche, for to 
xefccyve the Offrynges of Pilgrymes. And 
the Sarrazines kepen that place fulle derely, 
for tbeprofyte that thci han there offe: and 
thei ben fiille wykked Sarrazines and cruelle, 
and more difpytous than in ony other place, 
^d han deflroyed alle the Chirches. There 
jpyghe is Gabrielles Welle, where oure Lord 
was wont to bathe him, whan he was zong^ 
and fro that Welle bare he Watre often tyme, 
to his Modre : and in that Welle (che woflche 
often tyme the Clowtes of hire Sonc JcJm 
Criji. And fro Jerufalem untp thidre, is 3 
Journeyes. At Nazarethe was oure L^rd 
noriflcht. Nazarethe is als meche to leye, 
as Flour of the Gardyn : and be gode skylle 
may it ben clept Flour ; for there was nori/fcht 
•the Flour of Ly f, that was CriJi Jefu, And x 
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Myle fro Nazarethe^ is the Cytee oiSefhor^ 
be the Weye, that gothe fro Nazerethe to 
ylcon. And an half Myle fro Nazarethe^ is 
the Lepe of oure Lord : for the Jewes lad- 
den htm upon an highe Roche, for to make 
him lepe doun, and have flayn him : but Jejk 
pafTed amonges hem, and lepte upon another 
Roche ; and zit ben the Steppes of his Feet 
ftne in the Roche, where he allyghte. And 
therfore leyn fum men, whan thei dreden hem 
of ThefeSy on ony Weyc, or of Enemyes ; 
Jefus autem tranjiens fer medium illorH 
that: that is to feyne; Jefus for fit he fap 
Jynge be the myddes of hem^ he wente : in 
tokene and mynde, that oure Lord pafled 
thorghe out the Jewes Cruelcec, and leaped 
fafly fro hem ; fo furely mowc men paflcn 
the perile of Thefes. And than fey Men x 
Vers of the Tfautre^ 3 Sithes : Irruatfufer 
eos formido ft? pavor^ in magnitudine Bra- 
chii tui^ Nomine. Plant Inmobllesy quafi 
Lapis J donee pertranfeat populus tuus^ T>o- 
. mine ; donee pertranfeat fopulus tuus ifte^ 
quern pojfedlftl. And thanne may men pafic 
with outen pcrile. And zee fchuUe undir- 
flonde, that oure Lady haddc Child, whan 
fche was 1 5* Zeere old : and fche was conver- 
fant with hire Sone 3 3 Zeer and 3 Monethes. 

And 
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And aftre the Paflioun of oure Lord, fcbQ 
ly vede X4 Zecr. 

Alfb itoNazarethe^ men gon to the Mount 
Thabor ; and that is a 4 Myle : and it* is a 
fhlle faire Hille, and well highe, where was 
wont to ben a Toun and many Chirches; 
but thei ben alle deftroyed ; bat zit there is 
a place, that men clepen the Scole of God, 
where he was wont to teche his Difciples^ 
and tolde hem the Prevy tees of Hevene. And 
at the foot of that Hillc, Melchifedeche^ that 
was Kyng oi Sakm^ in the turnynge of that 
Hille, mtxxzAbrakam\vL corny ngeazen from 
the Bataylle, whan he had flayn Abymeleche :■ 
and this Mekh'tfedeche was bothe Kyng and 
Preft oiSalem^ that now is cleped Jerufalem. 
In that Hille ThaboVy oure Lord transfigured 
him before feynt Vetre^ leynt John and fey nc 
Jame ; and there thei fawghe goftl;^, Moyfes 
and Elye the Prophetes befyde hem : and 
therfore feyde feynt Tctre^ ^omincj bonum 
eft nos hie ejfe ; faciamus tria Tabernacula : 
that is to fey e ; Lorde^ it is gode for us to 
ben here ; make we here 3 dwellyng f laces. 
And there herd thei a Voys of the Fadir, that 
feye, Hie eft filius mens dileStuSj in quo mihi 
bene comflaeui. And oure Lord defended 
hem, that thei fcholde not telle that Avifioun, 
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jtil that he were ryfen from Dethc to Ly f. la 
that Hille and in that lame place, at the day 
of Doom, 4 Aungeles, with 4 Trompes, fchuUe 
blowen and reyien alle men^ that hadden iuf- 
fred Dethe, fithe that the World was formed^ 
from Dethe to Lyve ; and fchulle comen in 
Body and Soule in Jnggement; before the 
face of oure Lord, in the Vale of Jofafhathe. 
And the Doom ichalle ben on Eftre Day, 
fuche tyme as oure Lord aroos : and theDom 
ichalle begynne, fuche houre as oure Lord 
defcended to Helle and difpoyled it : for at 
fuche Houre fchal he difpoyle the World, and 
lede his chofene to BlifTe; and the othere 
fchalle be condempne to perpctuelle Peynes : 
and thanne fchalle every man have afcir his 
diflert, outher Gode or Evylle ; but zif the 
Mercy of God pafle his Rightewiihede. 

Alfo a Mylc from Mount Tbabor^ is the 
Mount Heremon ; and there was the Cytee of 
Naym. Before the Zate of that Cytee, reyicd 
oure Lord the Wydewes fone, that bad no 
mo Children. Alfo 3 Myle fro Nazarethtj 
is the Caftelle Saffra ; of the whiche, the 
Sones o{ Zebedee and the Sones of Alphee 
wcren. kXfozjMyXtixoNazarethey is the 
Mount Kayn ; and undre that is a Welle, and 
befyde that Welle, Lameche Notes Fadrc 
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HoiiQhc Kaym with an Arwc. For this Kaym 
wente thoighc Breres and Buslhes, as a wylde 
Deft ; and he had lyvcd fro the tymc of ^- 
Jam his Fadir, unto the tymc of Noe; and fo 
he ly vede nyghc to 2000 Zeer. And this La- 
tnecbe was alle blynd for clde. 

Fro Saffray men gothe to the See of Ga- 
hflee and to the Cy tee of TyberyCy that fy tt 
upon the fame See. And alle be it, that men 
clepen it a See, zit is it nouther See ne Arm 
of the See : for it is but a Stank of frefche 
Watir, that is in lengthe 100 Furlonges; and 
of brede 40 Furlonges ; and hathe with in him 
gret plentee of gode Fiflche, and rennerhe in 
to Flom Jordan. The Cy tee is not fulle grcr> 
but it hathe gode Bathes with in him. And 
there, as the Flom Jordan partcthe fro the 
See of Galilee^ is a gret Brigge, where men 
palfen from the Lond of Tromyjfflounj to the 
Lond of Baazan and the Lond oiF GerrafentZy 
that ber» about the Flom Jordany and the be- 
gynnynge of the See of Tyberie. And fro 
tbens may men go to ^amasky in 3 daycs, 
be the Kyngdom of Traconye ; the whiche 
Kyngdom laftethe fro Mount Heremon to the 
See of Galikcy or to the See of Tyberiey or 
to the Sec of J enazarethe\ and alle is o Sec, 
and this the Stank that I have told zou ; bu^ 
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it chaangethc thus the name, for the names 
of the Cytecs that fy tten befydc hem. Upon 
that See, went oure Lord dryc feet ; and there 
he toke up feynt Tetir^ when he began to 
drenche with in the See, and feyde to him, 
Modlce Fide'h quare dubitafii? And aftre 
his Refurrexioun, oure Lord appered on that 
See, to his Difciples, and bad hem fyflche, 
and filled alle the Nett fulle of gret Fisflies. 
In that See, rowed oure Lord, often tyme ; 
and there he called to hy m, feynt Tetiry feynt 
Andrew y feynt James and feynt Johny the 
Sones of Zebedee. In that Cy tec of Tyberie^ 
is the Table, upon the whiche oure Lord eete 
upon, with his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexi- 
oun \ and thei knewen him in brekynge of 
Bred, astheGofpellefeythe; Et cognaverunt 
eum in fraiiione Tanis. And nyghe that 
Cytee of Tyberiej is the Hille, where oure 
Lord fedde $ thouland Perfoncs, with $ barly 
Loves and x Fisflies. In that Cytee, a man 
caft an brennynge Dart in wratthe aftir oure 
Lord, and the Hed fmot in to the Eerthe, and 
wax grcne, and it growed to a gret Tree ; and 
zit It growethe, and the Bark there of is alle 
lyk Coles. Alio in the Hed of that See of 
Galilee J toward the Seftemtryony is a (Irong 
Caftelle and an highe, that highte Safhor : 

and 
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aod faft befyde it, isCafharnaum: with in the? 
Lond of Tromyffiouny is not fo ftrong a Ca- 
ftelle: aod there is a godeToun benethe, that 
19 clepC alfo Safbor, In that Caftel, fcynt 
jlnne cure Ladyes Modre was born. And 
there benethe was Ceoturioes Hous. That 
Contree is clept the Galilee of • Folk, that 
weren taken to Tribute of Sabulotii and of 
Neptalym. And in azen comynge fro that 
Caftelle^ a 30 Myle, is the Cytce of 2)4», 
that fomtyme was clept Belynasi or G?- 
faire Thilipptm^ that fy tt at the foot of the 
Mount of Dfban^ where the Flom Jordan be- 
gynnethe. There begynnethe the Lond of 
"PromyJ/iouHy and durethc unto Berfabee^ in 
lengthc, in goynge toward the Nordie in to 
the Southe; and it conteynethe well a 180 
Myles : and of brede, that is to feye, fro Je- 
richo unto Jaffhj and that conteynethe a 40 
Mylc of Lomiardyey or of oure Contree, that 
ben alio ly tyllc Myles, Theife ben not Myles 
oiGafcoyney ne of the Pro vy nee oiAlmayne^ 
where ben gret Myles. And wite zee welle,- 
that the Lond oiTromyffioun is in Sirye. For 
the Reme of Syrie durethe fro the Defcrtes 
oiArahyey unto CecyUj and that is Ermonye 
the grete, that is to feyne, fro the Southe to 

• GcntUes. 
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the Northe : and fro the Eft to the Weft, it 
dorethe fro the gretc Dcfcrtcs oiArabye unto 
the Weft See. But in that Reme of Syrie, 
is the Kyngdom of Judee^ and many other 
Provynces, as TaleJIyncj Galilee^ litylle C/- 
licye^ and many othere. In that Cbntree and 
other Contrees bezonde, thei han a Cuftom, 
tvhan thei (chulle ufen Werre, and whan meia 
holden Sege abouten Cytee or Caftelle, and 
thei with innen dur not fenden out MefTagers 
with Lettres, frd Lord to Lord, for to aske 
Sokour, thei maken here Letters and bynden 
hem to the Nekke of a Colver, and leten the 

• 

Colver flee ; and the Colveren ben fo tai^hte, 
that thei fleen with tho Lettres to the verry 
place, that men wolde fende hem to. For the 
Coiveres ben noryflcht in tho Places, where 
thei ben fent to ; and thei fenden hem thus, 
for to beren here Lettres. And the Coiveres 
retournen azen, where as thei ben noriflcht; 
and (b thei don comounly. 

And zee fchuUe undirftonde, that amonges 
the Sarasiinesy o part and other, duellen ma- 
ny Criftene men, of many maneres and dy- 
verfe names; and alle ben baptized, and han 
dy verfe Lawes and dyverfe Cuftomes : but 
alle beleven in God the Fadir and the Sone 
and the Holy Goft : but alle weys fayle thei, 

in 



1 44 The Votage and Travaile of 

in s6me Articles of oure Fey the. Some of 
theife ben clept Jacobytes : for feynt Jame 
converted hem, and feynt John baptized hem. 
They fcyn, that a Man fchal makcui his Con- 
feflioun only to God, and not to a Man : for 
only to him, fcholde man zelden him gylty 
of alle, that he hathe mys don. Ne God or- 
deyned not, ne never devyfed, ne the Pro- 
phete nouther, that a man fcholde fchryven 
him to another, (as thei feyn) but only to 
God : as Moyfes writethe in the Bible, and as 
^avid fey the in the Tfawtre Boke ; Confite- 
bor tibij ^ominej in toto Corde meo : and, 
^eli£ium meum tibi cognitum feci: And, 
^eus tneus es tUj ^ confitebor tibi : Andy 
§luoniam cogitatio hominis confitebitur ti- 
bi: &c. For thei knowen alle the 2?/^/f, and 
and the Tfautere : and therfore allegge thei 
fb the Lettrc : but thei alleggcn not the Au(9:o- 
ritees thus in Latyn, but in here Langage,- 
ful!e appertely ; and feyn wel, that ^avid 
and othere Prophetcs ieyn it. Natheles feynt 
Auftyn and feynt Gregory feyn thus : wiugufti- 
nus ; ^i feeler a fua cogitate ® ctmverfus 
fueritj veniam fibi credat. Gregorius ; i)o- 
minus fotius mentem quam verba refficit. 
And feynt Hillary fey the ; Longoru tempo- 
rum crimina^ in i£iu Oculifereunt^ Ji Cordis 
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ksis fuerit compunBio. And for fuche Audo* 
titccsy thei feyn, that only to God Ichalle a 
man koouleche hisDeiautes, zeldynge him felf 
gylty, and cryenge him mercy, and beho^ 
tynge to him to amende him iel£ And ther- 
forc whan thet wil Icbiryyen hem^ thei taken 
Fyre, and iette it befyde hem, and caften thcr- 
in Poudre of Frank encens ; and in the Smoke 
cherof, thei ichry ven hem to God* and cry ea 
faim metcy. But Sothe it iSj that this Con- 
felHonn was firfl: and kyndely : but feynt Te^ 
tre the Apoftle, and thei that camen aftte 
him, han ordeynd to make here Confedioua 
to man ; and be gode Rdbiin : for thei per* 
cey vcden wcl, that no SyknefTe was curable^ 
by gode Medycyne to Icye therto, but zif 
men kneWen the nature of the Maladye« And 
alfo no man may zeven covenable Medicync, 
but zif he knowe the qualitee of the Dede. 
For o Synne may be grettere in o man than in 
another, and in o place and in o tyme than in 
another:, and therfbre it behovethe him, thac 
he knowe the kynde of the Dede, and there- 
upon to zeven him Penance* 

There ben otherc, that ben clept JWr/^^rx j 
and thei holden the Beleeve amonges U5^ and 
of hem ofGrece. And thei ufen alle Berde^ 
as men of Grecc don : and thei make the Sa- 

L crement 
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crement of therf Bred : and in here Langage^ 
thei ufen Letcrcs of Sarrazines ; but aftrc 
the Miftcrie of Holy Chirche, thei ufen Let- 
tres oiGrece: and thei maken here ConfeflioO^ 
right as the Jacobytes don. 

There ben othere, that men clepen Georgy- 
inesy that feynt George converted ; and him 
thei worfchipen, more than ony other Seynt; 
and to him thei cryen for help: and thei 
camen out of the Reme of George. Theife 
Folk ufen Crounes Ichaven, The Clerkes han 
rounde Crounes, and the lewcd men ban 
Crownes alle fquare: and tbei holdcn Criftene 
Lawe, as ddn thei oiGrece ; of whom I have 
fpoken of before. 

Otbere there ben, that men clepen Criftene 
men of Gyrdyttge : for thei ben alle gyrt abo- 
ven. And ther ben othcrc, that men clepen 
Nejioryenes ; and fumme Arryenes^ sftmc Nu- 
byenesj sfime of Greesj siime of Tndej and 
sume of ^rejire Johnes Lond. And alle theilc 
"ban manye Articles oi oure Feythe, and to 
othere thei ben varyaunt. And of here vari- 
ance, were to longe to telle ; and fo I wil leve, 
as for the tyme, with outen more fpekyngc 
of hem. 

Cap. 
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Cap. XL 

Of the Cytee of Damalce. Of 3 Weyes 
to Jerufalem j on he Londe and be 
Ske J another more he Londe than he 
See J and the thrtdde We*je to Jeru* 
falem, alle be Londe. 

NOW a^e uiac I have tbld zou fam pai*- 
tye oif Folk, in the Cohtrees before, 
now willc I turnen azcn to my Weyc, for to 
turnen azen to this half. Thanne whofo wil 
go fro the Lond of Galilee^ of that that I have 
fpoke, for to come azen on this half, men 
comen azen be T)amafcey that is a fiiUe feyrc 
Cy tee^ and fulle noble, and fuUe of alle Mer- 
chandifesy and a 3 Journey es long fro the SeCj 
and a $ Joiirneyes fro Jerufalem. But upon 
Camaylles, Mules, Hors^ Dromedaries and o« 
ther Beftes, men caryen hereMarchandife thi- 
dre : and thidre com^the Marchauntcs with 
Marchandife be See, from Tndee^ Terfecj 
CaldeCy Ermonycj and of many e othereKyng- 
domes. Xbis Cy tee founded Heli&eus T)a- 
mafias^ that wa^ Zoman and Defpenfer of 

L ^ Abraham^ 
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Abtaham^ before that Tfaac was born : fdr 
he thoughre fbf to have ben Abrahames Heir : 
and be named the Toun aftre his Surname 
^amajce. And in that place^ where ^4* 
inafi was founded, Kaym (loughe Abel bis 
Brother. And befyde ^amafi is the Mount 
Seyr. In that Cy tee of ^amafie^ ther is gret 
plentcc of Welles x and with in the Cytee and 
with onf e, ben many fayre Gardynes, and of 
dy vcrfc frutes. Non other Cytee is not lychc 
in comparifoun to it, of faire Gardynes, and 
of fairc Defpoftes. The Cytee is gret mud 
ftille of Peple, and wel walled with doubk 
Walks. And there ben manye Phificycns. 
And feint Toul hhn felf was there a Phificycn, 
for to kcpen fflcnncs Bodies in hcle, before he 
Was converted ; and afrre that, he was Phifi*^ 
den of Souies. And leynt Luke the Evaun- 
gelift was Difciple of feynt Touly for to lerne 
Phifik ; and many othere. For feynt ^out 
held thanne Scolc of Phifik. And netre be* 
fyde ^amajfcty was he converted 2 and aftrc 
his Convcrfioun, he duelte in that Cytee 3 
Dayes, with outcn fight, and with outen Mete 
or Drinke. And in tho 3 Dayes he was ra- 
vifTcht to Hevene, and there he faughe many 
prevytees of owe Lord. And fafle beiyde 
^amafce, is the Caftelle oiArkes^ that i« 

bothe 



Sir John Mauadevile, Kt. 149 

bothe &ir and ftrong. From ^amafce^ mea 
comen azen, be obre Lady of Sardenakj thac 
is a 5: Myle on this half "Damafce^ and it i^ 
fyct upon a Roche, and it is a fulle faire places 
and it femethe a Caflelle ; for there was wont 
to ben a Caflelle : but it is now a fulle faire 
Chirche. And there with inne, ben Monkes 
and Nonnes Criftene. And ther is a Vowt^ 
ondre the Chirche, where that Criftene mea 
duellen alfb: and thei han many godeVynes. 
And in the Chirche, behynde the highe Aw« 
tere, in the Walle, is a Table of black Wode, 
on the whiche fomtyme was depeynced an Y* 
mage of ourc Lady, that turnethc into Flelche ; 
but now the Ymage fchewethe but litillc ; 
• but evermore thorewe the grace of God, that 
Table droppeth as hyt were of Oly vc. And 
there is a Veflel of Marbre, undre the Table, 
to rcfleyve the Oyle,thare of thay yeven unto 
Pylgrymes : for it heleth of many Sykencflcs. 
And he that kepeth it claoly , a yere, aftre that 
yere, hyt turnech yn to Flefche and Bloode. 

By twyne the Cytee of T>arke and theCy- 
tee oiRafhanej ys aRyvcre, that men clepen 
Sabatorye. For on the Saturday^ hyt rcu- 
neth ^(le ; and alle the Wooke elies, hyt 

« Three leaves being loft in the Cotton MS. arc tranfcrib'd 
Irom £. 2.. 
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ftondeth ftylle, and renneth Douzt or lytcl. 
And thare ys a nothcr Ryvcre, that upon the 
nyzc frefcth wondur fafte ; and uppon the 
day, ys noon Froft fcne. And Ip gon men 
by a Cytee, that men clepen B,eruche. And 
thare men gon un to. the Sec, that fchal goon 
un to Cypre. And thay ary ve at Vo^te de 
Sure or of Tyrye ; and thanne un lo-Cyfre. 
Or dies men mowcn gon from the Porte of 
Tyrye ryzt wellc, and com not yn to Cypre ; 
and ary vc at fom Haven of Grece : and thanne 
comcn men un to thus Countrces, by weycs, 
that I have fpoken of by fore. 

|Vow have I tolde you of Waycs, by the 
vvhyche men gon ferreft and longed ; as by 
Babyloyne and Mounte Synay and other place? 
many, thorcwe the vvhyche Londes, men 
turne aycn to the Lande of ^romyjjyoun. 
Now wul y telle the ryzt Way to Jerufa- 
I em. For fbm men wyl nouzt pafTe hyr, fom 
for thay have nouzt Defpence of hem, for 
they have noon Companye, and other n\any 
Caufcs refonables. And thare fore I telle yow 
Ichorttely, how a man may gqon with lytel 
coftage and fchortte tyme. A man that comcth 
from the Londes of the Wefte, he gothc tho- 
re we Fraunce^ Borgqyne and Lumbar dye^ and 
to Venys and to Geen^ or to fom other Ha- 
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vene of the Marches, and taketh a Scbyppc 
thare, and gon by See to the Ifle of" Gryffle ; 
and fb ary veth hem yn Grece or in Port Aly- 
roche or Valon or i>uras^ or at fom ether 
Havene, and gon to Londe, for to rede hem ; 
and gon ay en to the See, and ary ves in Cyfre ; 
and Cometh nouzt yn the He of Roodes\ and 
aryves at Famegoftey that ys the chefe Ha- 
vene of Q^r^,or elles at Lamatoun.kxA thenne 
entreth yn to theSchyp ayen, and by fyde the 
Havene of Tyre^ and come nouzt to Lande ; 
and fb paffeth he by ^le the Havens of that 
Cooft, nil til he come to Jaffe^ th^ ys the 
neyefl: Haven unto Jerufaletn: for hit is 
Jeven and twenty Myle. And from Jaffe^ 
men goon to.the Cytee oiRmnes: and that 
ys but lytel thenne, and hyt ys a fayre Cytee. 
And by fyde Ramesj ys a ftyre Churche of 
pure Lady, whare oure Lord fchewede hym 
to oure Lady, in thys lykencfle, that be 
tokeneth the Trynyte. And thare fad by, 
ys » Churche of feynt George ^ whare that 
hys Heed was fmyten of; And thanne un to 
the Cadel Emaus ; and thanne un to Mounte 
Jqye: and from thenne, Pylgrymes mowea 
fy rde k un to Jerufaletn. And thanne un to 
Mount Modeyn ; and thanne unto Jerufakm. 

■ Qrejft, L. Gcif, F, 
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And at ihtMoxxoi Modeynj ly the the Prophete 
JMachabee. Aodoveiej^^^^iSf^ystheTowu 
of X ^ouke ; where o&Amds the goude Pro- 
phete was. 

A nother W^y. For alfc moche as many 
men ne may notfuffi-Q the Savour of the See^ 
but hadden lever to gon by Londe, r they that 
hy t be more payne ; a man fchal (bo goon un 
to on of the Havenes of Lumbar dye^ als Ve- 
nys or an other : and he fchal pafle yn to 
Grece% thorwe Port Maroche^ or an other, 
and fo he fchal gon i^n to Conftantynofle. And 
he fchal fb pade the Wature, that ys cleped 
the Brace of feynt George^ that ys an Arm 
of the See. And fr5 thens he fchal come ua 
ta Tutveralle ; and lythcn un to the CaftcUe 
of Cynople. And from thens fchal he gon un 
toCafadofCj that ys a grete Countrce, wharc 
that ben many grete Hylles. And he fchal 
gon thorewe Turkye^ and unto the Cytee of 
Nyke^ the whyche they wonne from the Em- 
peroure oiConfiantymfle. And hyt ys a fay re 
Cytee> and wounder wel walled : and tharc 
ys a Ryvere, that men clepcn the IjAye: and 
thare men goon by the Alpes of ^Aryofry- 
nant^ and by the Valez oiMallebryneZj and 
eke the Vale of Emax ; and fo wn to An- 

* Te-ike, L. cr F. T9koa^ Amos [. i. J Though, 
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thyoche the lefljb, that iytteth • on ihtRychay. 
And there aboute ben maoy goude Hy lies and 
fayre, and many fayre Woodes, and eke wyldc 
Beetles. 

And he that wylle goon by an other way, 
he mote goon by the Vhyw^s oi Rantayne^ 
coftynge the Romayne See. Uppon that Coft, 
ys a woundur fayre Caftelle, that men clepen 
Ftorathe. And whanne that a man ys oute 
of that ylke Hylles, men pafTen chenne tho- 
rewe a Cytee, that ys called M^yoche and 
Arteyfe^ whare that ys a grete Brygge uppon 
the Ry verc of Ferne^ that men depen •> FaJ^ 
far: and hyt ys a grete Ryvere, berynge 
Schyppes. And by <ydetheCyteeof2)j»M/, 
ys a Ryvere that cometh from the Moun- 
tcync of LyioHfj that men hyt calleo^/^^irr. 
Atte palTynge of thysRy ver(^ kyniEuJiacbe 
lofte hys two Sones, whanne that he hadde 
loft hys WyfTe. And yt gooth there we the 
Playne of Arthadoe ; and fo un to the Reed 
See. And fo men moten goon mi to the Cy- 
tee of Thennef and fo un to the Cytee of 
Feme. And Antyocbe ys a ful fayre Cytee 
and wel walled. For hyt ys two Myle longe, 
and eche Pylere of the Bry^e thare ys a goud 
Toure. And thys ys the beeft cytee of the ky ng- 

• Suftr fluvium Riclay^ L. Sc F. 
^ Fiir/4ir, L. 1, 1, F. Ijii. 
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dom of Surry e. And from Antyoche^ men motca 
ip forth goon un to the Cy tec ofLacuthe ; and 
thanne un to Geble ; and rhanne un tyl Tour^ 
tous : and thare by ys the Lande of Cambre^ 
whare that ys a (Ironge Caftelle, that mcQ 
clepen Maubeke. And from Tourtoufe men 
goon un to Thryple^ uppon the Sec. And 
uppon the See, men goon unto T)acres\ and 
thare ben two Weycs un to Jerufaktn : Up- 
pon the ly fte way, men goon fyrft im to 2)^- 
masj by Flpme Jordane : uppon the lyzt 
fyde, men goon thorewe the Lande of Pla- 
gatrij and fo un to the Cy tee of Cay f has ; of 
the whiche Cayphas was Lord: and fom clep- 
eth hyt.the Caftelle Tellerynez: And from 
thens ys foure dayes Journeys uo w Jeru- 
fakm : And they goon thorewe Cefarye Thy- 
fypfum and Jaffe and Ramys and Emauxy an<^ 
fo unto Jerufalem. 

Now have I told yow fom of the Wayes, 
by the Lande, and eke by Water, how that 
men mowen goon unto Jerufalem : "" they 
that hyt be fo, that there been many other 
Wayes, that men goon by, aftur Countrees, 
that thay comen fram, nevere the lafle thay 
turne alle un rylle an ende. Yet is thare a 
way, alle by lande, un to Jerufalem^ and 
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paflc noon Sec ; that ys from Fraunce or 
Flaundres : but that Way ys full lange and 
perylous, of grete Travayle ; and thare fore 
fcwc goon that ylke way. And who fb gooth 
that,he mote goon ihottwtjilmayn and Tru^s ; 
and fo un to Tartarye. This Tartarye ys 
holden of the great Chaftj of whom y Ichal 
fpeke more afterwayde. For thydur lafteth 
hys Lordfchup. And the Lordcs of Tarta- 
rye yeldcth unto the grete Chan Tryburc. 
Thys ys a ful illc Landc, and a fbndyc, and 
wel lytcl fruyt bcryng. For thare groweth 
lytel goude of Corne or Wyn, ne Bcnes nc 
Pefe : but Beedes ben thare y nowe, and that 
fill grete plenre. And thare ete thay nouzt 
but Flefche with outen Brede ; and thay fbupe 
the Brothe there of : and alfo thay dry nkc 
the mylk. And alle manere of wylde Beeftes 
they eten, ^ Houndes, Cattes, Ratouns, and 
alle otherc wylde Belles. And thci have no 
Wode, or elle lytylle. And therforc thei 
warmcn and fechen here Mete with HorsDong 
and Cow Dong, and of other Bcftcs, dryed 
azend the Sonne. And Princes and otherc 
cten not, but ones in the day ; and that but 
lycille. And thei ben righte foule folk and of 

cvyl kynde. And in Somer, be alle the Con*^ 
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trees, fallen many Tempelles and many by- 
douie Thondres and Leytes, and Hen meche 
Peple and Belles alio, fiiUe often cyme. And 
fbdeynly is there paflynge here, and Ibdeyii* 
ly aifb pafTynge cold. And it is the fooled 
Concre^ and the mod curfed, and the porefii 
that men knowen. And here Prince, that 
^vemethe that Contree, that thei clepen 
pa$ho^ duellethe at the Cy tee of Orda. AQd 
treuly no gode man fcholde not duellen in that 
Contre. For the Lond and the Contree is not 
worthi Houndes to dwelie inne. It were a 
gode Contree to fbwen inne Thriflelle and 
Breres and Broom and Thornes ; and for no 
other thing is it not good. Nachelefs there is 
godeLonde infum place; hut it is pnre litilleA 
as men feyn. I have not ben in tha< Contree^ 
ne be tho Weyes : but I have ben at oth^ 
Londes, that marchen to tho Contrees ; an4 
in the Lond ofRuJjfye^ and in the Lond ofNy^ 
fian^ and in the Reme oiCrako, and of Let to, 
and in the Reme of Darejienj and in many e 
other places, that marchen to the Coftes : but 
I wenre never be that wcye to Jerufalem ; 
wherfore I may not wel telle zou the manere. 
But zif this matiere plefe to ony worthi man, 
that hache gon be that weye, he may telle ir, 
zif him lykc ; to that entenr, that tho that 
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Wole go by that wcyc, and maken here viagc 
be tho Colics, mowcn knowcn what wcyc is 
there. For no man may pafle be that Weye 
godely, but in tyme of Wyntir, for the pe- 
rilous Wanes, and wykkede Mareyes that beti 
in thoi Contrees; that no man may paflle, but 
xifitbeftrongFroft, andSnoweaboven. For 
zif the Snow ne were, men myght not gon 
upon the Yfe, ne Hofs nc Carre nouther. And 
it is wel a 3 Journeys of fuche Weye, to pafle 
IbHTruffe to the Lond ofSarazin habitable. 
And it behovethe to the Criftene men, that 
Ichulle Werre aren hem every Zeer, to here 
here Vitay lies with hem : for thci fchuliefynde 
there no good. And than mod thei let carye 
here Vitaylle upon the Yfc, with Carres that 
have no Wheeles, that thei clepen Sclcycs. 
And als longe as here Vitaylles laften, thei 
may abide there, but no longer. For there 
fchulle thei fynde no Wight, that will ielle 
hem ony Vitaille or ony thing. And whan 
the Spyes feen ony Criftene men comen up- 
on hem, thei rennen to the Townes, and 
cry en with a lo wd yoy s, Kerra^ Kerr ay Kerr a ; 
and than anon thei armen hem and aflcmblcn 
hem to gydere. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that it frefethe 
more flrongly in tho Contrees than on this 

half; 



i 5 8 The Foiage and TrOva'tk of 

* - » 

half; and therfore hathe every man Stewes 
in his Hous, and in tho Stewes thei ecen and 

# • * 

^on here Occupatiouns, alle that thei may. 
For that is at the Northe parties, that men 
clepen the Septentrionelle, where it is alle 
ODiy cold. For the Sonne is but lytille or 
non toward tho Contr^yes : and therfore in 
the Septentryon, that is vcrry Northe, is the 
Lond fb cold, that no man may dnelle there : 
and in the contrarye^ toward the Southe, it 
is fo hoot, that no man ne may duejle there ; 
becaufe that the Sonne, whan he is upon the 
Southe, caflethe his Bemes alle ftreghte up- 
on that partyc. 

Cap. XIL 

Of the Cujiomes bf Sarafines, and of 
hire Lawe ^ and how the Soudan ar- 
te fond me J AuBour of this Book. 
And of the beg^nnynge of Macho- 
mete. 

NO W becaufe that I have fpoken of Sa- 
razines and of here Conrree, now zif 
zee wii knowe a party of here Lawe and of 

here 
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liereBdeve, I (cbaile telle zou, aftre that here 
Booky that is dept Alluirony tellethe. And 
film men clepen that Book Mejhaf: and ium 
men clepen it Harmtj aftre the dy verfe Lan- 
g^^es-of the Contree. The whiche Book 
MMcbamete toke hem. In the whiche Boke, 
among other thinges, is writen, as I have of- 
ten ty me (een and radd, that the Code fchuUe 
gon to Paradys, and the Evele to Hellc : and 
that beleven alle Sarrazines. And zif a Man 
tske hemy what Paradys thei menen ; thei 
ieyn, to Paradys^ that is a place of Delyres9 
where men (chuUe fynde alle maner of Frutes, 
in alle Ceibuns, and Ryveres rennynge of 
Mylk and Hony, and of Wyn, and of fwetc 
Watre ; and that thei fchuUe have faire Houfes 
and noble, every man aftre his Diflcrt, made 
of precyous Stones, and of Gold, and of Syl- 
ver ; and that every man ichalie have « 80 
Wyfes, alle Maydenes ; and he fchalle have 
ado every day with hem, and zit he fchalle 
fynden hem alle weys Maydenes. Alfo thei 
beleeven and ipeke gladly of the Virgine Ma- 
rie and of the Incarnacioun. And thei feyn, 
that Marye was taughce of the Angel ; and 
that Gabrielle feyde to hire, that iche was 
ibrchofen firom the begy nnynge of the World ; 

and 
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and that he (chewed to hire the Incarnadodil 
of Jefu Criji ; and that (che conceyved and 
bare Child, May den : and that wy tneflethe 
here Boke. And thei feyn alio, that JeJU 
Crift fpak als Tone as he was born ; and tfeac 
he was an Holy Prophete and a trewe, in 
Woord and dede, and meke and pytous and 
tightefblle and with onten ony vyce. And 
thei feyn allb^ that whan the Angel ichewed 
the Incamacioun of Criji unto Marie^ fche 
waszong, and had gret drede. For there was 
thSne an Enchantour in the Contree^ that deled 
with Wycche crafr, that men clepten Tak- 
nioj that be his Enchauntementes cowde make 
him in ly knefle of an Angel, and wente often 
tymes and lay with May denes : and cherfore 
Marie dredde, left it hadde ben Tainia, that 
cam for to defceyve the Maydenes. And 
therfore fche conjured the Angel, that he 
fcholde telle hire, zif it were he or no. And 
the Angel anfvvcrdeandfeyde, that fche fcholde 
have no drede of him : fbr he was verry Mef^ 
lager ofje/u Criji. Alfb here Book fey the, 
that whan that fche had childed undre a Palme 
Tree, fche had gret fchame, that (che haddc 
a Child ; and fche grette, and feyde, that fclic 
wolde that fche hadde ben ded. And anon 
the Child fpak to hire and comforted hire, and 

feyd^, 
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fcydc, Modir, ne difinaye the noughtc ; for 
God hathe hidd in the his prcvytees, for the 
£dvacioun of the World. And in othere ma- 
ny places fey the here ^/>|^^r^», that J e/uCriJl 
ipak als (one as he was born. And that Book 
fey the alfo, that Jeju was ftnt from God alle 
myghty, for to ben Myronr and Enlample 
and ^Tokne to alle men And the Alkaron 
feythe alfo of the day of Doom, how God 
Ichal come to deme alle maner of folk ; and 
the Gode he fchalle drawen on his fyde, and 
putte hem in to Blifle ; and the wykkede he 
fthal condempne to the peynes of Helle. And 
amonges alle Prophetes, JeJu was the moft 
excellent and the mode worthi, next God ; 
and chat he made the Gofpelles, in the whiche 
is gode DoAryne and helefulle, ftille of Cha- 
ritee and Sothefaftnefle, and trewe prechinge 
to hem that beleeven in God ; and thac he 
was a verry Prophete, and more than a Pro- 
phete ; and lyved with outen Synne, and zaf 
(yghte to the Blynde, and helede the Lepres, 
and reyfedc dede men, and fteyghe to Hevene. 
And whan thei mowe holden the Boke of the 
Goipelles of oure Lord writen, and namely, 
Mifiis eft AngeUis Gabriel ; that Gofpel thei 
ieyn, tho that ben lettred, often tymes in here 
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OrifbunSy and thei kifTen it ood worfcbipcn it» 
>vich gret devocioun. Thei failea an hool 
Moncthe in the Zeer, and ecen noi^hce but 
be nyghce, and thei kepen hem fro here Wyfca 
allc chat Monet he : but the {tine men be not 
conflreyned to that'Faft. Alio this Book 
fpekethe of J ewes ; and fey the> that thei ben 
curfcd ; for thei wolde not beleven, that Jejk 
Criji was cornea of God ; and that thei lyedea 
fallcly on Marie and on hire Sone Jefu Crifi^ 
ftyenge that thei hadden crucyfyed Jefu the 
Sone of Marie : for he was nevere crucyfy- 
ed, as thei (eyn ; but that God made him to 
(lye up to him with outen Dethe, and with 
outen Anoye : but he transfigured his lykneiTe 
in to Judas Scariotbe^ and him crucyfyeden 
the Jewesj and wenden, that it had ben Je- 
fits : but Je/iis fteyghe to Hevenes alle quyk ; 
and therfore thei iey n, that the Chftene men 
errcn and han no gode knowleche of this, and 
that thei bclccven folyly and falfly, that Je/k 
CriJi was crucyfyed. And thei feyn zit, that 
and he had ben crucyfyed, that God had doa 
a/.en his rightewifneflc, for lotn^t J eJuCrifty 
that was innocent, to ben put upon the CroSy 
with outen Gylt. And in this Article thei 
ibyn, that wee taylen, and that the gret Rightc- 
wiincire of God nc myghte not fuflic fo gret 
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a Wrong. And in this, faylethe here Fey the. 
For thei knoalechen wel, that the Werkcs of 
Jeju Crijl ben gode, and his Wordes and his 
Dedes and his Dodryne by his Gofpelles, 
weren trewe, and his Meracles alfb trewe ; 
and the blefTed Virgine Marie is good, and 
holy May den, before and aftre the Birthe 
of Je/u Crift; and that alle tho, that belevea 
perfirely in God, fchul ben faved. And be- 
caufe that thei gon fo nye oure Feythe, thei 
bin lyghtly converted to Criftene Lawe, whan 
men prechen hem and fchewen hem diflynd:- 
ly the Lawe of Je/u Criji^ and tellen hem of 
the Prophecy es. And alfo thei feyn, that thei 
knowen wel, be tjie Prophecy es, that the 
Lawe oiMachometefchAlt faylen, as the Lawe 
of the Jewes dide ; and that the Lawe of 
Criftene peplefchallelafte to the day of Doom. 
And zif ony man aske hem, what is here Be* 
leeve ; thei anfweren thus, and in this forme. 
Wee beleven God Formyour of Hevene and 
of Erthe and of alle othere thinges, that he 
made. And withouten him is no thing made. 
And we beleven of the day of Doom, and 
that every man fchalle have his Meryte, af- 
tre he hathe difTerved. And we beleve it fbt 
Sothe, alle that God hathefeyd be the mouthes 
of bis Prophetes. Alfo Macbomef c6mand- 
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cd in his Alkaron^ that every man fcholde 
have X Wyfes or 3 or 4 ; but now thei ta- 
ken unto 9, and of Lemmanes, als manye as 
he may fuftey ne. And zif ony of here Wyfes 
mys bcren hem azcnft hireHusbonde, he may 
cade hire out of hisHoufe, and departe from 
him, and take another : but he fchalle departe 
with hire his Codes. Alfo whan men fpeken 
to hem, of the Fadre and of the Sone and 
of the Holy Goft, thei fcyn, that thei ben 3 
perfbnes ; but not o God. Fore here Alka- 
ran fpekethe not of the Trynyte. But thei 
Icyn wel, that God hathe Ipeche, and elle 
where he dowmb ; and God hathe alfo a Spi- 
rit, thei knowen wel, for elle thei leyn, he 
were not in ly vc. And whan men fpeken to 
hem of the IncarnacioO, how that, be the 
word of the Angel, God fente his Wyfdom 
in to Erthe, and cnumbrcd him in the Virgync 
Marie : And be the woord of God, fchulle 
the Dcde be reyfed, at the day of Doom ; 
theifeyn, that it is Sothe, and that the Woord 
of God hathe gret Strengthe. And thei feyn, 
that whofo knew not the Woord of God, he 
fcholde not knowe God. And thei feyn alfo, 
that Jefu Crijl is the Woord of God; and fo 
feyrhe here Alkaron^ where it feythe, that 
the Angel (pak to Marie and feyde, Marie ^ 

God 



Sir Jolin Maundevile^ Kt. 16^ 

God fchalle prcche the Gofpel be the Woord 
of his IVTowthe, and his name fchalle be clepc 
Je/u Criji. And thei feyn alio, that Abra^ 
ham was, Frcnd to God, and ihzt Moyfis was 
familecr /pekerc with God ; and Jeju Criji 
was the Woord and the Spirit of God ; an4 
that Machomete was right MefTager of God. 
And thei feyn, that of theife 4, Jefu was thp 
mod worthi and the mod excellent and the 
mod gret : fo that thei han many gode Arti* 
cles of oure Feythe, alle be it that thei have 
BO parfite Lawe and Feythe, as Cridene mea 
han ; and therfore ben thei lightly converted ; 
and namely, tho that undirdonden the Scrip- 
tures and the Prophecyes. For thei han the 
, Gofpelles and the Prophecyes and the By ble, 
.writen in here Langage Wherfore thei connQ 
mechc of Holy Wrytt, but thei undirdonde 
it not, but aftre the Lettrc : and fo don the 
J ewes ; For thei undrrdonde not the Lettrc 
godly, but bodyly : and therfore ben thei re- 
preved of the wife, that godly underdondea 
it. And therfore fey the feynt ?(?»/ ; Litera 
occidit\ Sfiritus vivificat. Alfo the S^ra- 
zines feyn, that the Jewes ben curfed : for 
thei han defouled the Lawe, that God fente 
hem be Mcyfes. And the Cridepe ben curfed 
jilfo, as thei feyn : for thei kepen not the 
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Comandemcntes and the Preceptes of the Go- 
fpelle, that Jefu Crift taughte hem. And 
therfore I fchalle telle zou, what the Soudan 
tolde me, upon a day, in his Chambre. He 
Icec voydcn out of his Chambre alle maner 
of men, Lordes and othere : for he wolde 
fpeke with me in Confeille. And there he 
askede me, how the Criilene men governed 
hem in oureContree. And I fey de him, Righte 
wel : thonked be God. And he feyde me, 
Treulyche, nay: for zee Criftene men ne 
rcdhcn righte noghte how untrewly to ferve 
God. Ze fcholde zeven enfample to the lew- 
ed peple, for to do wel ; and zee zeven hem 
cnlample to don evyllc. For the Comownes, 
upon feftyfulle day es, whan thei fcholden gon 
to Chirche to fcrve God, than gon thei to 
Tavernes, and ben there in glotony, alle the 
day and alle nyghte, and eten and drynken, 
as Beftes that have no refbun, and wite not 
whan thei have y now. And alfo the Criftene 
men enforcen hem, in alle maneres that thei 
mowen, for to fighte, and for to defceyveq 
that on that other. And there with alle thei 
ben fb proude, that thei knowen not how to 
ben clothed ; now long, now fchort, now 
ftreyt, now large, now fwerded, now dagger- 
ed, and in alle manere gyfe$, Thei fchbldeo 
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ben fymple, meke and trcwc, and fiillc of 
Almes dcde, as Jheju was, in whom thci 
trowc : but 'thei ben alle the contrarie, and 
cvere enclyned to the Evylle, and to don e- 
vylle. And thei ben fo coveytous, that for 
a lytylle Sylver, thei fellen here Doughtres, 
here Suftres and here owne Wyfes, to putten 
hem to Leccherie. And on with drawethe 
the Wif of another : and non of hem hold- 
cthe Feythe to another : but thei defoulea 
liere Lawe, that Jhe/u Criji betook hem to 
kepe, for here Salvacioun. And thus for here 
Synnes, han thei loft alle this Lond, that wee 
holden. For, for hire Synnes here God hathe ta- 
ken hem in to oure Hondes, noghte only be 
Strengthe of our fclf, but for here Synnes. For 
weeknowenwel in verry fothe, that whan zee 
ferve God, God wil heipe zou: and whan he 
is with zou, no man may be azenfl zou. And 
thatknowe wewel, be oure Prophecyes, that 
Criftene men fchulle wynnen azeo this Lond 
out of oure Hondes, whan thei ferven God 
more devoutly. But als longe als thei ben of 
foule and of unclene Lyvyngc, (as thei ben 
now) wee have no drede of hem, in no kynde : 
for here Cod wil not helpen hem in no wife. 
And than I asked him, how he knew the State 
pf Criftene men. And he anfwerde me, that 
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he knew allc the ftatc of the Comouncs alfo, 
behisMcflangeres, that he fente to aileLondes, 
in manere as thei weren Marchauutes of pre- 
cyous Stones, of Clothes of Gold and of o- 
there thinges ; for to knowen the manere of 
every Contree amonges Criftene men. And 
than he leet clepe in alle the Lordcs, that he 
made voyden firft out of his Chambre ; and 
there he fchewed me 4, that weren grete 
Lordes in the Contree, that tolden me of my 
Contree, and of many othere Criftene Con- 
trees, als wel as thei had ben of the lame Con- 
tree : and thei fpak Frenfche righte wel ; and 
the Sowdan alfo, where of I had gret Mar- 
vaylle. Alias ! that it is gret fclaundre to oure 
Fey the and to oure La we, whan folk that 
ben with outen Lawe, fchulle repreven us and 
undernemen us of oure Synnes. And thei 
that fcholden ben converted to Crifl and to 
the Lawe of jfhejuj be oure gode Enfamples 
and be oure acceptable Lif to God, and fo 
converted to the Lawe oijhefu Crifi^ ben 
thorghe oure Wykkedneflc and evyile ly vynge, 
fer fro us and Straungeres fro the holy and 
verry Beleeve, fchulle thus appelen us and hol- 
den us for wykkede Lyveres and curfed. And 
treuly thei fey fothe. For the Sarazines ben 
gode and feythfuUc. For thei kepen entierly 
•the CSmaundement of the Holy Book Alka- 
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ron^ that God feate hem be his Meflager Ma^ 
chomet ; to the whiche, as thei feyne, feynt 
Gabrielle the Aungel often tymc tolde the 
wille of God. And zee fchulle undirftondc, 
that Mathamote was born in Arabye^ that 
was firfl a pore Knave, that kept Cameles, that 
wenten with Marchantes for Marchandize ; 
and fo befelle, that he wente with the Mar- 
xhandes in to Egift : and thei weren than 
Criflene, in tho partyes. And at the Deiertes 
oiArabyej he wente in to aChapelle, where 
a Eremyte duelte. And whan he entred in 
to the Chapelle> that was but a lytille and a 
low thing, and had but a lityl Dore and a 
low, than the Entree began to wexe fo gret 
and fo large and fo highe, as thoughe it had 
ben of a gret Mynftre, or the Zate of a Pa- 
leys. And this was the firfte Myracle, the 
Sarazins feyn, that Machomete dide in his 
Zouthe. Aftre began he for to wexe wyfo 
and riche ; and he was a gret Aflronomer : 
and aftre he was Goveronour and Prince of 
the Lond of Cozrodane ; and he governed it 
fully wifely, in fuche manere, that whan the 
Prince was ded| he toke the Lady to Wyfc, 
that highte Gadrige. And Machomete fellc 
often in the grete Sikencflc, that men callen 
the fallynge Evylle : wherfore the Lady was 
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folic forry, that cvcre fchc tokc him to Huf- 
bonde. Bat Machtmete made hire to beleeve, 
that alle tymes, whan he felie (b, Gabriel 
the Angel cam for to ^eke with him ; and 
for the grct lighte and brightneflc of the An- 
gelle, he myghte not fbfteyne him fro fal- 
lynge. And therfore the Sarazines feyn, that 
Gabriel cam often to fpeke with him. This 
Machomete regned in jirabye^ the Zeer of 
onre Lord Jhefk Crift 610 \ and was of the 
Generacioun oiTfmael^ that "wqls Mrahames 
Sone, that he gat upon ^gar his Chamberere, 
And therfore ther ben Sarazinesy that ben 
dept IJmaelytenes ; and sflme Agaryenes^ of 
Agar : and the othere propurly ben clept Sar- 
razinesj oiSarra: and sflme ben clept il/(;4- 
bytes^ and sOme Amonytes ; fro the x Sones 
of Lothej Moab and Amon^ that he begat on 
his Doughtres, that weren aftirward grete 
erthcly Princes. And alfo Machomete lovecj 
wel a gode Hcremyte, that duelled in the De- 
ferteSj a Myle fro Mount Synay^ in the Weye 
chat, men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee^ and 
toward Tndej o day journey fro the See, 
where the Marchauntes of Venyfe comen of- 
ten for Marchandife. And (b often wente 
Machomete to this Heremyte, that alle his 
Bicn wcren wrothe : for he wolde gladly here 
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this Heremy tc preche, and make his men wake 
alle nyghce : and therfore his men thoughten 
to putte the Heremyte to Dethe : and fo it 
befclle upon a nyght, that Macinmete was 
dronken of gode Wyn, and he felle on ilepe ; 
and his men toke Mdchometes Swerd oat of 
his Schethe, whils he flepte, and there with 
thei flowghe this Heremyte ; and patten his 
Swerd alle blody in his Schethe azen. And 
at morwe, whan he fond the Heremyte dedf 
he was fiille fory and wrothe, and wolde have 
don his men to Dethe : but thei alle with on 
accord feyd, that he him felf had flayn him* 
when he was dronken, and ichewed him his 
Swerd alle blody : and he trowed, that thei 
hadden (eyd fbthe. And than he curfed the 
Wyn, and alle tho that drynken it. And 
therfore Sarrszines^ that be devout, drynken 
nevere no Wyn : but sfime drynken ix, preyy- 
ly. For zif thei dronken it openly, theiibholde 
ben repreved. But thei drynken gode Beve- 
rage and fwete and norysfhyi^e, that is made 
of Galamelle : and that is that men maken 
Si^ar o^ that is of righte gode favour : and 
it is gode for the BreefL Alio \t befallethe 
fumtyme, that Criftene men becomen Sara^ 
jsinr^j', omherforpovertee, orfbrfymplenefle, 
or dies Sot here owne \fyikcdxktffe. And 

therfore 



171 The Viitage and Travatle of 

thcrfbre the Archiflamyn or the Flamyoj as 
oure Erchebisihopp or Bisfhopp, whan he ref^ 
ceyvethe hem, feythe thus, La elleCy Sila. 
Machtmete rores alia: that is to feye ; There 
is no God but on, and Machomete his Mef* 
fager. 

Cap, XIII. 

Of the Londes (?/Albanye, and of Li- 
bye. Of the fVisJhingeSy for Wac- 
chinge of the Sperhauk j and of Noes 
Schsppe. 

NOW fithe I have told zou befbrn of the 
Holy Lond, and of that Contree a- 
bouten, and of many Wcyes for to go to that 
Lond, and to the Mount Synay^ and of Ba- 
byloyne the more and the lefTe, and to other 
places, that I have fpoken beforn ; now is 
tyme, zif it lyke zou, for to telle zou of th6 
Marches and lies, and dy verfe Beftes, and of 
dyverie folk bezond theUe Marches. For in 
tho Contrees bezonden, ben many dyverfe 
Contrees, and many grete Kyngdomes ; that 
ben departed be the 4 Flodes, that comen jfrom 
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Paradys tcrreftrc. For Mefofotayme and the 
Kyngdo of Caldee and Arahye^ ben betwene 
the X Ryveres of Tygre and of Eufrates. 
And the Kyngdom of Mede and of Terjye^ 
ben betwene the Ryveres of Nile and of 7/- 
^r^j. And the Kyngdom oiSyrie^ where of 
I have fpoken beforn, and Talejiyne and Tbe^ 
nycicj ben betwene Eufrates and the See Me- 
dyterrane: the whicheSeeduretheinLengthei 
fro Mayrokj upon the See of Sfayne^ unto 
the grete See ; fb that it laftethe bezonde Co- 
fiantynofle 3 040 My les of Lombardye. And 
toward the See Occyan in 7>!r^, is the Kyng- 
dom oi Shit hie J that is alle clofed with Hilles. 
And aftre undre Schithie^ and fro the See of 
Ca/piej unto the tlomThainy^ xsjimazqyne^ 
that is the Lond of Fetnynye^ where that no 
man is, but only alle Wommen. And aftre is 
jllbaftyey a fulle gret Reme. And it is clepc 
Albanyej becaufe the Folk ben whitere there, 
than in other Marches there abouten. And 
in that Contree ben io gret Houndes and (b 
llronge, that thei affaylen Lyouns, and flea 
hem. And thanne aftre is Hircanye^ Badirye^ 
Hiberyey and many other Kyngdomes. And 
betwene the rede See and the See Occyan^ to- 
ward the Southe, is the Kyngdom oiEtbicfe^ 
and of lybye the byere. The which Lond 
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of Lifbye^ (thar is to fcyne Libyt the lowc) 
that bcgynnethe at the See oi Sfayne^ fro 
thens where the Pylercs oiHercuUs ben, and 
darethe unto aneyntes Egift and toward E- 
thiofe. In that Contrcc of Ltbye^ is the Sec 
more highe than the Lond ; and it femethe 
that it wolde covere the Erthe, and natheles 
zit it pafTethe not his Markes. And men feen 
in that Contre a Mountayne, to the whiche 
no man comeche. In this Lond of Lthye^ 
whofb tnmethe toward the Eft, the Schadewe 
of him fcif is on the right fyde : and here in 
bare Contree, the fchadwe is on the left fyde. 
In that See of Libycy is no Fiflthe : for thei 
mowe not lyve ne dure, for the gret hete of 
the Sonne ; becanfe that the Watre is ever- 
more boyllynge, for the gret hete. And ma- 
ny orhcre Londcs there ben, that it were to 
fong to tellen or to nombren : but of turn 
parties, I fchal fpeke more pleyniy here 
aftre. 

Whofo wil thanne gon toward Tartarie^ 
toward Terjiey toward Caldecj and toward 
Tndef he moft cntre the See, at Gene or it 
Venyfe or at fiim other Havene, that I have 
told zou before. And than pafTe men the 
See, and arry ven at Trafazond^ that is a gode 
Cytee ; and it was wont to ben the Havene 

3 of 
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of TouMtz. There is the Hayeoe of Ter^ 
fanes and of Medaynes and of the Marches 
there bezonde. In that Cy tee ly the feynt A^ 
thanafiej that wasBisihoppof^///2»Ei^r^, that 
made the Pfalm, ^icunq\ vult. This A- 
thanajius was a gret Dodoui of Dyryny tee : 
and becaufe that he preched and Qiak io depe- 
ly of Dyyyny tee and of the Godhcdc^ he wa& 
accufed to the Pope of Romc^ that he was aa 
Hcrctyk. Whcrforc the Pope fcnte afixe hyn^ 
and putte him in Preibun : and whils he wtt 
in Prefoun^ he made that Tfakny and feme it 
to the Pope, and feyde ; that zif he were aa 
Heretyk, that was that Herefie ; for that, he 
feyde, was his Beleeve. And whan the Pope 
faoghe it, and had examyned it, that it was 
parfite andgode, and verryly oureFeythe and 
oure Beleeve, he made him to ben dely vered 
out of Preibun, and c5manded that Tfalm, to 
ben feyd every day at Pryme : and fb he held 
Athanajie a gode man. But he wolde neveie 
go to his Bisfhopriche azen, becaufe that thei 
accufed him of Herefye. Trapazond was 
wont to ben holden of the Emperour of Co- 
Jlantynople: but a gret man, that he fcnte for 
to kepe the Contree azenfl the Turkesj ufiirp- 
ed the Lond, and helde it to himfelf, andclep* 
ed him Emperour of Trafazond. 

And 
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And from thens, men gon thorghc*//////^ 
Ermonye. And in that Contrec is an old 
Caftelle, that (lont upon a Roche, thewhiche 
is cleped the Caftclle of the Sparrehawk^ that 
is bezondc the Cytee of Layaysy befide the 
Town of Tharjipee^ that belongethe ro the 
Lordfchipe of Cruk ; that is a riche Lord and 
a gode Criftene man ; where men fynden a 
Sparehauk upon a Perche righte fair, and 
righte wel made ; and a fayre Lady of 
FayryCy that kepethe it. And who that wil 
wake that Sparhauk, 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; 
and as sQme men feyn, 3 dayes and 3 nyghtes, 
with outen Companye and with outen Sleep, 
that faire Lady fchal zeven him, whan he 
hathe don, the firft Wyflche, that he wil 
wyflche, of erthely thinges : and that hathe 
been proved often tymes. And o tyme be* 
felle, that a Kyng of Ermonye^ that was a 
worthi Knyght and doughty man and a noble 
Prince, woke that Hauk fiim tyme : and at 
the ende of 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes, the Lady 
cam to him, and bad him wiflchcn ; for he 
he had wel differved it. And he anfwerde,that 
he was gret Lord y now, and wel in pees, 
and hadde y nowghe of worldly Riccheffe ; 
and therfbre he wolde wisfhe non other thin^ 
bar the body of that £dre Lady, to have it at 
3 his 
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hi9 wil(c. And i<;be onrwcrde him^ that be 
knew not what be ^ed $ and feyde, that be 
was a Fool» to d«(ii:e that he mygbte not 
We : for fcbe Teyde^ that fa« fcfaolde bqc 
askCf but erth^ly thing : (or ibhe was non 
erthely tbip^ but a goftly tbiiig. And the 
kyog feydCf that he ne Wblde askeo qoq q« 
tber thing. And the Lady aofwerde^ Sytbe 
that I may not withdrawe zou frp zoure lewed 
Corages I icb^l tcvc zou with ooteti wyP- 
Ichinge^ and to aUe hem that ichulle com of 
zoa. Sire Ky ng^ zee fchulle haye Werre with* 
ouceo Pees» anud alie weys to the 9 Degree^ 
zee fcholle ben in Subjeccionn of zoure Ene- 
myeS ; and zee fi:hulle ben nedy of alie Gcdes. 
And neyere fithen, nouther the Kyng of £r- 
monyei ne tbeContreei weren never in Pces^ 
lie thei hadden never fitfaen plentee of Codes ; 
and thei ban ben ftthen alie weyes undre Tri* 
bute of the Sarraxiines. Alfo the fone of a 
pore man woke that Hauke, and wisihed that 
be mygbte 8 cheve wel, and to ben happy 
to Marchandife. Atid the Lady graunted him. 
And he becam the moft riche and the mod 
famoufe Marchaunt, that niyghte ben on See 
or on Erthe. And he becam fo riche, that 
be Jmew 90c the jooq part of that be hadde : 

( Cbewt F. 
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and he was wyiere, in wiflTchyoge, than wa^ 
the Kyog.- Alfo a Knyght of the Temple 
wookc there ; and wyflched a Purs everc more 
fulle of Gold ; and the Lady grannted him. 
Butfche feyde him, that he had asked the 
dedruccioun of here Ordre $ for the trull and 
t.be affiance of that Purs, and for the grete 
pryde, that thei Icholde hayed : and fo it was. 
And therfore loke, he kepe him wel, that 
fchalie wake : for zif he ilepe, he is lofti that 
nevere man fchalie feen him more. This is 
not the j-ightc Weye for to go to the parties, 
that I have nempned before ; but for to fee 
the Mcrvcyle, that I have Ipoken of 

And therfore who fo will go right weye, 
men gon fro Trapazmd toward Ermonye the 
grete^ unto a Cytee that is clcpt ^ ArtyrouHy 
that was wont to ben a gode Cytee and a 
plentyous ; but the Turkes han gretly wafted 
it. There aboute growcthe no Wyn ne Fruyt, 
but litylle or elle non. In this Lond, is the 
Erthe more highe than in ony other ; and 
that makethe gret cold. And there ben many 
gode Watres, and gode Welles, that comen 
undre erthe, fro the Flom of Paradys, that ii 
clept Eufrates^ that is a Jorneye ^ befyde that 
Cytee. And that Ry vere comethe towardcs 

* Atfiroi, L. I, 1. i Ah ijla Chiiaiij L. 
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TnJey Uddre Erthe, and refortethe in to the 
Lond of^jiUazar. And (6 paffe men be this 
Ermonitj and cntren the See of Terjie. Fro 
that Cytec of Artyrouiiy go men to an Hille, 
that is cicpt * SdbiJfocoUe. And there befy de 
is another Hille, that men clepen Ararat he: 
but the Jewes clepen it ^ Taneez ; where 
Noes Schipp reded, and zit is upon that Men- 
tayne : and men may feen it i ferr, ih cleer 
Wedre i and that Montaync is wel a 7 Myle 
highe. And liim men feyn, that thei han 
ieen and touched the Schipp ; and put here 
Fyngres in the parties, where the Fcend went 
but, whan that Noe leyde, Benedicite. But 
thei that I'eyn fucheWordes, feyn hcreWille: 
for a man may not gon up the Montayne, for 
gret plentee of Snow, that is alle weys on 
that Montaynfe ; nouth^r Somet ne Wyntcr : 
fo that no man may gon up there; nc nevere 
man dide, fithe the tyme of Noe; faf aMonk, 
that, be the grace of God, broughte on of 
the Plankcs doUn ; that zit is in the Mynftre, 
at the foot of the Montayne. Abd beiyde is 
the Cytee of T)ayne^ that Noe founded. And 
fade by is the Cytee oi Any^ in the whiche 
Were a 1000 Chirchcs. But upon that Mon* 

^ AltAKAr, L. Ty 2. ' SabiJfabiUA^ L. I, i. 
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tay DC) to gtm up, this Monk had gret de^if i 
and fo upon a cky, he wente up; and whati 
he was upward the 3 part of the Montayne^ 
he was fo wery» that he myghte no fettherc, 
and fo he reded hin^ and ielle o ilepe ; and 
whan he awook) he fonde him lelf liggynge 
at the foot of the Montayne. And than he 
preyede devoutly to God) that he wolde 
vouche faf to fuffre him gon up. And an 
Angelle cam to him, and feyde^ that he 
icholde gon up ; and fo he dide. And fiche 
that tyme, never non. Wherfore men icholde 
not belccve fuche Woordes. 

Fro that Montayne go men to the Cytcc 
oi Thaurifiy that was wont to ben clept 
Taxis^ that is a fulle fair Cytee^' and a gret^ 
and on of the bede, that is in the World, for 
March^vndife s and it is in the Lond of the 
Emperour of Terfie. And men feyn, that 
the Emperour takethe more gode, in that Cy« 
tee, for Cudom of Marchandile, than dothc 
the riccheft Cridcnc Kyng of alle his Rcmei 
that livethe. For the ToUe and the Cudom 
of his Marchantcs is with outen edymacioun 
to ben nombred. Befide that Cy tee, isaHillc 
of Salt ; and of that Salt, every man takethe 
what he will, for to falte with, to his nede. 
Ihcreduellen many Cridenc meri, undir Tri- 
bute 
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bate of Sarrazines. And fro that Cytec^ 
men paffen be many Townes and Caftelles, 
io goynge toward Tndey unto the Cytce of 
SadonyCf that is a lo iourneyesfro Tbaurifii 
and it is a fcille ooUe Cy tee^ and a gret. And 
there dueUetbe the Emperonr of Terfii^ 
io Somer : for the Contree is cold y now. 
And there hen godeRyveres^ berynge Schippes. 
Aftre go men the Weye toward Tnde^ bo 
manyiomeyes, and be many Contreyes, un* 
to the Cytee, that is dept Cafakj that is a 
fhlle noble Cytee, and a plenty ous of Cornes 
aod Wynes, and of alle other Codes. This 
is the Cytee, where the 3 Kyngcs mctten to 
gedre, whan thei wenten to fechen oure Lord 
in Bethlenh to worfchipe him, and to pre- 
fente him with Gold, Enfence and My rre. And 
it is from that Cytee to BethUem 5^3 iour- 
neyes. Fro that Cytee, men gon to another 
Cytee, thatiscleptiS^/^^, that is a iourneye 
fro the See, that men clepen the ^ gravely 
See. That is the beftc Cytce, that the Em- 
perour ofTerJie hathe, in alle his Lond. And 
thei clepen it there Chardabago ; and others 
ciepen it Vafa. And the ^aynemes it^Hr 
that no Criftene man may not longe doelIe»^ 
HC eodor^i with the li^ iB tfa^ Cytee : bot 

N 3 dyea 



1 8 1 The Voiage and Tr ova tie of 

dyen with in fchort tyme ; and no man koow^/ 
eche not the caule. Aftre gon men, be ma* 
ny Cytees and Townes, and grete Contreesj^ 
that it were to longe to telle, onto the Cy* 
tee of Cornaoj that was wont to be fb gret^ 
that the Wailes abouten holden xf Myle a« 
boate. The Wailes fchewen zit : but it is 
not alle enhabited. From Corfuuh go men be 
manyLondes, and many Cytees and Townes, 
unto the Lond of Job : and there endetbe the. 
Lond of the Igmpcroar of Terfie. 

Cap. XIV. 

Qf the Lond of Job i and of his Age^ 
Of the Aray qf men (/Caldce. Of 
the Lond where Wommen duellen, 
with outen companfye of men. Of 
the knmleche, and virtues of the ver-, 
ray Dyamant, 

AF T R E the dcpartyngc fro Cornaa, mco 
entren in to the lond of Joby that is a 
Iwlle fiur Conttee, and a plentyous of alle 
Godcs. And men clepeo that Load, theXx)fid 

of 
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of Sweze. In that Lend, is the Cy tee of 
• Theman. Job was a Tayneem^ and he was 
^ Are ofGofre his Sone, and held that Lond, 
as Prynce of that Contree ; and he was fb 
riche, that h^ knew not the hundred part of 
his Qodes. And alle thoughe he were a ?^- 
neem^ natheles he ferved wel God, aftre his 
Lawe: and oure Lord toke his Service to his 
ple&nce. And whan he felle in poverte, he 
was 78 Zeer of Age. And aftre, whan God 
had preved his pacyence, and that it was fo 
gret, he broughte him azen to richefTe, and 
to hiere Efbte than he was before. And af- 
tre that he was Kyng of Tdumye^ aftre Kyng 
EJku. And whan he was Kyng, hewasclcpt 
Jobak. And in that Kyngdoni, he lyvcde af- 
tre '^ 170 Zere: and fb he was of Age, whan 
he dyede, 148 Zeer. In that Lond of Job^ 
there nys no defante of no thing, that is nede- 
fidle to mannes body. There ben Hilles, 
where men geten gret plentee of Manna, in 
gretter habundance, than in. ony other Con- 
tree. This Manna is clcpt Bred of Aungeles ; 
and it is a white thing, that is fulle fwcte and 
yighte delicyous, and more fwete than Hony 

• Hemon^ L. I, 2. Thomar, E. 
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or Sugra ; ^od it comethe of the dew of He^ 
vene, chat fallethe upon the Herbes» io tbiac 
Coqtree ; and it cong^lethe and becomethe 
alle white and fwete : aod men putteo it ia 
^Vledicy nes for richfs meq, to make the ^ombe 
lax, aod to purge evylleBlode: for it deniethe 
theBlode, andputtethe out Malencoly e. This 
JLond of Jjob marchethc to the Kyogdom of 
Culdef. This Loud of Caldee i$ fuUe gret : 
and the Langage of that Contree is moce gret 
in fownynge, than ^t is in other parties ber 
zonde the See. Men pa/Ten to go bepoodoi be 
the Tour oiBsbiloyne the grete ; of the whiche 
I have told zou before, where (hat allc the 
Langages wcren firfl cbauoged. And; that is 
.^ 4 Jorneycs fro Caldee. In that Reme, ben 
faire men, and the! gon foUe nobely arrayed 
in Clothes of Gold, or frayed and apparayled 
with grete Perles and precyous Stones^ fiiUe 
nobely : and the Women ben ri^hte foule and 
^ylle arrayed ; and thei gon alle bare fote, 
9nd clothed in evylle Garnementes, large and 
wyde, but thei ben fchort^ to the Knees ; 
and longe Sieves doun to the feet, lyche a 
Menkes Frokke ; and here Sieves ben hong- 
yng aboute here Schuldres : and thei ben blake 
Wfimen, foule and hidoufe ; and treul^ as 
foqle as thei ben, als evele thei ben. In that 
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Kyngdom of CaUee^ in a Cytce^ that is dept 
flMTf duelled Tbmre^ jibr shames Fadre : and 
there was Abrab^m bora ; and that was in 
that tymCf that Nm^us was Kyng of Bdbi^ 
fayney oiArsbye^x^A ofEgyj^t. ThisNu^ 
nus made the Cytee oiNyMyvee^ the whiche 
that M^ had bqgonne before : and be caufe 
that NimMs performed it, he deped it N)h 
nyvee^ aftre his owne name. There lythe 
Thobyfi the Prophece^ of whom Holy Writs 
§)ekethe ofie. And fro that Cytee of HMr^ 
jUfTsha departedf be the cSm^ndement of 
God, fro thensi aftre the Detbe of his Fadre ; 
and ladde with him Smttm his Wif and Lotb^ 
hi$ brotheres fone, becaufe that he hadde no 
Child. And thd wenten to duelle in the 
Lond of CbanaoMf in a place, that is dept 
fycbem. And this Lotbe was h^ that was 
f^ved, whan Sodom and Gomorre and the o- 
there Cy tees weren brent and fqnken doun to 
Helle ; where that the dede See is now, as I 
have told zou before. In that lond of CaUee^ 
thei han here propre Langages, and here pro* 
pre Lcttres. 

Befyde the Lond of Caidee^ is the Lond of 
Amazqyne. And in that Reme is alle W5- 
men, and no man ; noght, as sOme men fey 0, 
fb^t meq mowc^oc lyvc ^herej^ but for be- 

caofc 
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caafe that the Wdmen wil not fiifEre qo men 
amoDges hem, to ben here Sovereynes. For 
fbm tyme, ther was a Kyng in that Co&trey ; 
and men maryed, as in other Contreyes : and 
fo bei^lle^ that the Kyng had Werre, with 
hem of Sithie ; the whicne Kyng highte Co- 
lopeusj that was flayn in BatayUe, and alle 
the gode Blood of his Reme. And whan the 
Queen and alle the othere noble Ladyes fawen, 
that thei weren die Wydewes, and that alle 
the rialle Blood was loft,' thei armed hem, and 
as Creatures out of Wy tt, thei flowen alle the 
men of the Contrey, that weren laft. For 
thei wolde, that alle the W6men weren Wy- 
dewes, as the Queen and thei weren. And 
fro that tyme hiderwardes, thei nevere wplden 
iufFren man to dwelle amonges hem, lenger 
than 7 dayes and 7 ny ghtes ; ne that no Child 
that were Male, fcholde duelle amonges hem, 
lenger than he were noryfcht ; a-nd thanne 
fente to his Fader. And whan thei wil have 
ony companye of man, than thei drawen hem 
towardes the Londes marcbynge next to he : 
and than thei have Loves, that ufen hem; 
and thei duelien with hem an 8 dayes or lo; 
and thanne gon horn azen. And zif thei have 
ohy knave Child, thei kepenit a certeyn tyme» 
and than fcnden it to the Fadh:, whaii he can 
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gon allone, aod etcn be him felf ; or elle thd 
fleen it : and zif it be a femele, thei don a- 
way that onPappe, with an bote Hircn: and 
zif it be a Womman of grct Lynagc, thei don 
awey the left Pappe^ that thei may the bet- 
ter beren a Scheeld : and zif it be a Woman 
of fymple Blood, thei don awey the ryzt 
Pappe, for to fcheten with Bo we Turkeys : 
for thei fchote well with Bowes/ In thatLond 
thei have a Queen, that governethe alle that 
Lond : and alle thei ben obey flant to hire. 
And alweys thei maken here C^een by Elec- 
cioun, that is moft worthy in Armes. For 
thei ben right gode Werryoures, and wyfe, 
noble and worthi. And thei gon often tyme 
in fbwd, to help of other Kynges, in bere 
Werres, for Gold and Sylver, as othere Sow- 
dyoures don : and thei meyntenen hem (elf 
right vygourefly . This Lond of Amazoyne 
is an Yle, alle envirouned with the See, Jaf 
in X places, where ben x entrees. And be- 
zond that Watir, duelien the men, that ben 
here Paramoures and hire Loves, where thei 
gon to (blacen hem, whan thei wole. Befyde 
Amazayne^ is the Lond of Tarmegyte^ that 
is a gret Contree and a fulle delegable : and 
for the godnefle of the Control l^yog Ali^ 
fkndpfe leet firft m^e there the Cy tee of A- 
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faudrei and zic h^ made ix Cytces o( tbo 
fame name: but that Cytee is now dppt Cei- 
Jite. And fro that other Cod of CaUifj to 
ward the Southe» is Etbiofe a grec CostreCf 
that ftreicchethe to the eade of Egypt. Etbi-^ 
cpe is departed in x princy palle parties ; and 
that is^ in the Eft partie atad jn die Meridio- 
nelle partie : the whiche partie meridionelle 
is clept Motet am. And the folk of that Con* 
tree ben blake y now„ . and more blake than 
in the tother partie; TfA thei ben clept 
Mowres. In that partie is a Welle, that in 
the day it is ib cold, that no man may drynke 
there ofie ; and in the nyght it is io boot^ 
that no man may ixxSxt his hond there in. 
And bezonde that partie, toward the Southe, 
to pade by the See Occean^ is a gret Lond 
and a gret Contrey : but men may not duelle 
there, for the fervent Brenny nge of the Sonne ; 
ib is it paflynge hoot in that Contrey. In 
Ethkjfe alle the Ry veres and alle the Watres 
ben trouble, and thei ben fomdelle iaJte, for 
the gret here that is there. And the folk of 
that Contree ben lyghtly dronkeo, and han 
but litille appetyt to mete : And thei han co- 
mounly the Flux of the Wombe : and thei 
lyven not longe. In Ethiope ben many dy^ 
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Vcffe folk : and Etbkfe is clq)t Cufa. tn 
that CoDCree ben folk, that ban but o foot : 
iBmd thd gon fo fiiftf that it is marvayile: and 
the foot is fo laig^ that it fchadewethe aile 
the Body azen the Sonne^ whanne thei wole 
lye and refte hem \ In Ethiofey whan the 
Childlren ben zonge and lytille, thei ben alle 
2eiowe: and whan that thei wexen of Age^ 
that zalowneiTe turaeche to ben aile blak. In 
Ethioft is the Cytee oiSaba ; and the Lond, 
of the whiche on of the 3 Kynges^ that 
prefented oure Lotd in Bethkem^ was Kyng 
ofie. 

Fro Ethiope men gon to Tnde^ be manye 
dyverfe Contreyes. And men depen the 
bighe Tndef Emlak. And Tnde is devyded 
in 3 princypalle parties ; that is^ the more^ 
that is a fiille hoot Contree ; and Tnde the 
leile, that is a foile atempree Contrey, that 
ftrecchethe to the Lond of Mede : and the 
3 part toward the Septentrion, is foUe cold ; 
fo that for pore cold and contynuelle Froft^ 
theWatre becomethe Criftalle. And npon 
tho Roches of Criftalle^ growen the gode 

A Sec PUm;f% Natural Hifloiy, L. 7. C. i. q. Htm hmU 
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^ Dyamandcs, that ben of trouble Colont. 
Zalow Criftalle drawethe Colour lyke Oylle. 
And thei ben fb harden that no man may pol- 
lyfche hem : and men clepen heln Dyamandes 
in that Contree, and Hamefe in another Cod- 
tree. Othere Dyamiindes men fynddn in A- 
ratyti that ben not fb gode ; and thei bed 
more broun and more tendre. And othev 
Dyamandes alfb men fynden in the He of 
Cifrei that ben zit more tendre % and hefn 
men may wel pollifche. And in the Lond of 
Macedoyne men fynden Dy amaundes alfb. But 
the befle and the mofl precyoufe ben in Tnde. 
And men fynden many tymes hatde Dya- 
mandes in aMafTe, that comethe out of Gold, . 
whan men puren it and fynen it out of the 
Myne ; whan men breken that MafTe in fmale 
peces. And fum tyme it happenethe, that 
men fynden stUne as grete as a pefe, and sQme 
lafTe ; and thei ben als harde as tho of Tnde. 
And alle be it that men fynden gode Dya- 
mandes in Tndey zit natheles men fynden hem 
more coibouiily upon the Roches in the See^ 
and upon Hilles where the Myne of Gold i^. 
And thei growen many to gedre, on lyrille, 
another gret. And ther ben sttme of the grct- 
nefTe of a Bene, and stime als grete as an Ha^ 

« . c : P/wy, in hb 37^^ Book and 4«*> Chap. 
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felle Note. And chei ben fquare and poynted 
of here owne kynde, ' bothe aboven and be- 
nethen, with outen worchinge of manneshond. 
And thei growen to gedre, male and femelc. 
And thei ben noryflcht with the Dew of He- 
vene. And thei engendren comounly^ and 
bryngen forthe fmale Children, that mnlti* 
plyen and growen alle the Zeer. I have often 
tymes affay ed, that zif a man kepe hem with 
a lityile of the Roche, and were hem with 
Mof Dew ofte fithes, thei fchulle growe eve* 
ryche Zeer ; and the fmale wole wexen grete. 
For rightc as the fynPerl congelethc and wex- 
ethe gret of the Dew of Hevene, righte fo 
dothe the verray Dyamand : and righte as the 
Perl of his owne kynde takethe Roundnellei 
righte fo the Dyamand, be vertu of God, 
takethe (qnarenefle. And men (challe bere 
the Dyamaund on his left fyde : for it is of 
grettere vertue thanne, than on the righte 
fyde. For the (Irengthe of here growynge 
is toward the Northe, that is the left fyde of 
the World ; and the left parte of man is, whan 
he turnethe his Face toward the Eft. And 
zif zou lyke to knowe the Vcrtues of the 
Dyamand, (as men may fynde in the Lipida- 
rye, that many men knowen noght) Ifchalle 
telle zou : as thei bezonde the See leyn and 
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^i^rmen, of whom alle Sdeoce and alle 1%^- 
lolbphie comethe from. He that beredbe the 
l>iamaQd tipon him, it zevethe hiin hardynefle 
and maohodej and it keptche the Lemes of 
his Body hole; It ze?ethe him vidtotyt of 
his Eaemyes, in Plee and in Weric ; zif his 
caufe be righceiidle-: aod it kepethe htm thaf 
berethe it^ in gode Wytt : aad it kepethe faimi 
fro Strif and Ryotj fro Sorwes and frd En- 
chauntementes and from Fantaiyes and illuiir 
cans of wykked Spirites. And zif ony curled 
Wycche or Enchauntour woldebewycche htm^ 
that berethe the Dyamand ; alie that Sorwe 
and my fchance fchalle tnrne to him ielf^ thorghe 
Vertu of that Ston. And alfb no wylde Bed: 
dar aflaylle the man^ that berethe it on him. 
Alfo the Dyamand fcfaoide beu zoven frdyj 
Mrith outen coveytynge and with oaten byg- 
gynge: and than it is of grettere vertue. And 
it makethe a man more (farong and more iad 
azenft his Enonyes. And it helethe him that 
IS lunatyky and hem that the Fend purfhethe 
or travaylethe. And zif Venym or Poyfoun 
be brou^te in prefence of the Dyamand, anotf 
it begynneche to wexe moyft and for to.fwete. 
There ben alfo Dyamandes in TnJe^ that ben 
cicpt Violailres ; (for here colour is lidie Vyo^ 
kty or more brownb than the Violetoes) that 
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len fulle harde apd fiille precyous : but ;£ie 
iiim meQ love not hem (b wel as the othere 2 
but in fothe to ine, I wolde loven hem aid 
moche as the othere ; for I have ieea hem 
alTayed. Alfo there is an other maoer of 
DyamaDdes> that ben als white as Criftalle ; 
but thei ben a litylle more trouble : and thei 
ben gode and of gret vertue, and alle thei 
ben fquare and poynted of here owne kynde« 
And sQme ben 6 fquared, sQme 4 Iquared and 
sfime 3, as nature fchapethe hem. And ther* 
fore whan grete Lordes and Knyghtes gon to 
iieche Worfchipe in Armes, thei beren gladly 
the Dyamaund upon hem. 
> I fchal fpeke a litille more of the Dy amandes^ 
alle thoughe I tarye my matere for a tyme, to 
the ende that thei that knowen hem not, be 
not difcey ved be ^ Gabberes, that gon be the 
Gontree, that fellen hem. For whoio wil bye 
the Dyamandy it is nedefulle to him, that he 
knowe hem ; be caufe that men counterfetcn 
hem often of Criftalle^ that is zaiow ; and of 
Saphires of cytryne colour, that is zalow al- 
fo ; and of the Saphire Loupe, and of many 
other Stones. But I telle zou, theife contre« 
fetes ben not fb harde ; and alio the poy nrcs 
wil bteken lightly, and men may efily pol* 

f Barrdt0iirs, F. 
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li0cbe hem. But sflme WetkmeD» for ffialicCf 
ViU OQt poUifebe bcin» to tbat entente ta 
tn^k^n men bdevCy tha^ tbei may cot ben 
ppUjfcht. But mea m^y aflay be in this ma*** 
Qore ; Firft fchere with hem or write with 
hem in Saphires> in Criftalle or in other 
precious Stones. Aftre that men taken the 
Ademand) that is the Schipmannes Ston, that 
drawethe the Nedle to hips^ and men leyn 
the Qyamand upon the Ademahd, and leya 
the Nedle beiore the Ademand ; and zif the 
Dyanaand be gode and vertuous^ the Ademand 
dfawethe not the Nedle to him, whils the 
Dyamand is there prefeot. And this is the 
pree^ that tbei bezonde the See maken. Na- 
theles it be&Uethe often tynoe, that the godc 
Pyamande leiethe his vertue, be fyne and fot 
IncoQtyoence of him, that berethe it : and 
thanqe it is nedfuUe to make it to recoveren 
hjs ypxw azen, or elle it is of litiUe value. 
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Cap. XV. 

Of the Cufems of Tks ahouten Yndc: 
^ Of the difference bePwtx Tdoles and 
Simulacres. Of 3 maner growing of 
Peper up<m Tree. Of the fVelUy 
that chattngethe his odour y every hour 
of the day ; and that is Mervaylle. 

IN Tnde beo fuUe many e dy verfe Contrees : 
and it i» deped Tndey for a Flom, thac 
icmncthcthcu^heoiittheContree, tbatisclept 
TnJela thai FlSme men fynden Eles of 30 
Foce long and more >. And tbe folk that duel* 
IcQ nyghe tlut Watve^ beo of evyQe colour^, 
grene and zalow. In Tndi and abontcn Tfule^ 
ben mo than 5*000 Ues^ gode and grete, thac 
men duellen in» with outen tho thac* ben in« 
habitable^ and with oaten othere imale lies. 
In every Ue^ iS)gre£ plentee of Cy tees and of 
Towncs and of folk» with outen* nombre^. 
For men of Tmie han this condicioun of kyndCf 
that thei nevere gon out of here owne Con- 

• Pliny, L. IX. C. 3. fc Aid. L. VI. C 17. b. 
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licc ; and therfore is ther grct mulritude of 
pcple : but thei ben not (lerynge ne mevable^' 
be caufe that thei ben in the firfte Clymat, 
that is of Saturne. And Saturne is floughc 
and litille mevynge : for. he raryethe to make 
his turn be the 12 Signes, 30 Zecr; and the 
Mone paffcthc thorghe the ix Signes in o 
Monethe. And for be caufe that Saturne is 
of fo late fiery nge, therfore the folk of That 
Con tree, that ben undre his Clymat, han of 
kynde no wille for to meve ne ftere to fcche 
ftrange places. And in ourc Contree is allc 
the contraric. For wee ben in the leventhc 
Clymat, that is of the Mone. And the Mone 
is of lyghtly mevynge; and the Mone is Pla* 
DCtc of Weyc : and for that skylle, it zevcthe 
us willc of kynde, for to meve lyghtly, and 
for to go dy verlc weyes, and to fechen ftrange 
thinges and other dy vcrfitees of the World. 
For the Mone envyrounethe the Erthe more 
haftyly than ony othere Planete. 

A Ho men gon thorghe Tnde be many dy- 
vcrle Conrrecs, to the grete See Occean. And 
aftre men ^nden there an He, that is clepc 
** Crues: and thidre comen Marchantes of ^- 
ny/e and Gene and of other Marches, for to 

•♦ Kirmts. K. r, :!, ^,4. Cr\Kis^ F. I, 1. Cryms, L. i, 2. 
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byen Marchandyfes. But there is fo grete 

hetc in tho Marches and namely in that He ; 

jhat for the grete diftrcfle of the hete, menncs 

Ballokkes hangen doun to here knees, for the 

^rec di/Iblocioun of the Body. And men of 

thatContreef that knowen the manere, Jac 

J)ynde hem up, or die myghte thei not lyve; 

and anoynt hem with Oynementes made ther- 

fbre, to holde hem up. In that Contree and 

in Ethiope and in many other Contrees, the 

folk ly^en alle naked in Ryveres and Wa- 

tres, men and wommen to gedre, <^ fro un- 

durne of the day, tille it be pafTed the noon. 

And thei lycn alle in the Watre, (af the vi- 

fige, for the gret hete that there is. And the 

Women haven no fchame of the men ; but 

lycn alle to gidre, lyde to fyde, tille the hete 

be pad, There may men fee many foule fi- 

gare aflembled* ^d namely nyghe the gode 

Townes. In that He ben Schippes with outen 

Nayles of Iren or Bonds, for the Roches of 

the Ademandes : for thei ben alle fu:le there 

aboute, in that See, that it is merveyle to 

ipcken of, And zif a Schipp paHed be tho 

Inarches, that hadde outhcr Iren Bondes or 

IrcQ Nayles, anon he fcholde ben perifTchc. 

for the Ademand, of his kynde, drawethe 
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the Iren to him : and fo woUe ic drawe M> 
him the Schipp, becaufe of the Irtid ; that he 
fcholde never departen fro it> ne fiever gc^ 
thens. 

Fro that Ile^ men gon be See to another 
He, that is clept Chsmsy where is gret plen- 
tee of Com and Wyn : and it was wont to 
ben a gret He, and a grecHavene and agood; 
but the See hathe gretly wafted it and ovtt 
comen it. The Kyng of that Contree was 
wont to ben ib ftrong and (b myghty, that he 
bclde Werre azenfl Kyng Alijkndre* The 
folk of that Contree han a dyversLawe: for 
sUme of hem, worfchipe the Sonne, sQme the 
Mone, slime the Fuy r, sfime Trees, stlmeSer- 
penres, or the firft thing that diet meeten at 
morwen : and stlme worfchipen Symulacres, 
and stime Ydoles. ButbetweneSymulacres and 
Ydoles, is a gret difference. For Symnlacres 
ben Ymages made aftre lykncflTe of Men or 
of W6mcn, or of the Sonne or of the Mone, 
or of ony ^eft, or of ony kynddy thing : 
and Ydoles, is an Ymage made of lewed wille 
of man, that man may not fynden among 
kyndely thinges ; as an Ymage, that hathe 4 
Hedes, on of a M^n, another of aQ Hors, Or 
of an Ox, or of fiim other Beft, that no man 
hathe feyn aftre kyndcIy di^ficiouQ^ And 
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tiiei that w6rf<jtiip6Q SymiilacreSy thei wor- 
Ichipen htm for film wbrtbi man, that was 
ltimtytn6, i&tiercuUsind maby othere, fhaC 
diden inany ifilfVayleS in llerc tymei. For 
thei feyn t^d, that thei be not Godded : fof 
thei knowed wel| that there Is a God of ky tide, 
that made all6 thinge^ ; the whiche is in He^ 
Vene. But thii khowen >^el, that this may 
not do the Marvaylis that he made, but zif 
It had ben be the fpecyalle zifte of God : and 
therfbre thei feyn, that he wis wet with Gold. 
And for be cauJ^ that he was Co wel withGod, 
therfbre thei worfchipe him. And fb feyn 
thei of the Sonne ; be caufe that he chtdngttht 
the tyme tod zevethe hete and noriftcbethe 
$dle thinges upon £rthe ; and fbr it i^ of to 
grct prdfite, thei khowc wel, that that mygbt6 
not bei but that God lovcfthft it more than ony 
other thing. And fi* that skylle, God hath 
zoven it ihoffe gret tertu6 iii the Wbtid : ther- 
fbre it is godc refbun, a§ th6i feyn, to don ft 
Worfchipe and Rcverthcd. And fb feVfi thtU 
that maken here fifbuntis, of othcte I'laneteS ; 
and of the Fuyr alfo, becaUfe it h fo profits, 
ble. And of^ Ydoles, thei feyn alfo^ that the 
Ox is the mof!e hofy 6cfl, that is in Efthd> 
jind moft parent afld inore profitahle thib 
«ny other. For he dotlie go6d y nottr^ iMd 
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he dothe non evylle. And tbei koowen wel^ 
that it may not be with outen fpecyalle grace 
of God : and therfore maken thei here God, 
pf an Ox, the on part, and the other halfon* 
^elle of a Man : becaufe that man is the mod 
noble creature in Erthe ; and al(b for he bathe 
Lordfchipe aboven alle Belles: therfore make 
thei thehalfendel of Ydole of a man upwardes, 
and the tother half of an Ox dounwardes : 
And of Serpentes and of other Belles, and 
dyverfe thinges, that thei worlchipen, that 
thei mcten firll atMorwe- And thei worfchiperi 
alfo fpecyaliy alle tho that thei ban gode 
jneetynge of; and whan thei fpeden wel in 
here iorney e, aftre here meetynge ; and name- 
ly fuche as thei ban preved and alTayed be ex- 
perience of longe tyme. For thei feyn, that 
thilke gode meetynge ne may not come, but 
of the grace of God. And therfore thei 
maken Ymages lyche to tho thinges, that thei 
han beleeve inne, for to beholden hem and 
worichipen hem firll at morwe, or thei meeteo 
ony contrarious thinges. And there ben alio 
iumCrillenemen, thatleyn, that sGme Belles 
han gode lueetynge, that is to leyc, for tp 
meete with hem firll at morwe ; and stlme 
Belles wykked meetynge : and that thei ban 
preved oft? tyme, th^t the Hare bathe folic 

evyllq 



Sir John Maundcvile, Kt. 201 

tvylle meetynge, and Swyo, and many othere 
jBcftes. And the Sparhauk and other Foules 
of Ravey ne, whan thei fleen aftre here praye^ 
and take it before men of Armes, it is a godc 
iSigne: and zif he fayle of takynge his praye, 
it is an evylle iygne. And alfbxo fuche folk. 
It is an evylle meetynjge of Ravenes. In 
theife thinges and jn Aiche othere, ther ben 
many folk, that beleeven ; becaufe it happen- 
^the fo often tyme to falle, aftre here fanta- 
iyes. And alio there ben men y nowe, tha^ 
han no beleve in hem. And (ithe that Cri- 
ftene men han fuche beleeve, that ben en- 
formed and taughte alle day, be holy dodlryne. 
Where ione thei fchold beleeve, it is no mar- 
vaylle thanne, that the Taynefnesy that han 
no gode Dodryne, but only of here nature, 
beleeven more laigely, for here fympleneflc. 
And treuly I have (cen of Taynemes and Sa^ 
Vazinesy that men citron Augurynesy that 
Whan wee ryden in Armes in dy verle Cqn- 
trees, upon oure Enemy es, be the flyengc of 
Foules, thei wolde telle us the prenofticad* 
onus of thinges that felle aftre : and io thei 
.diden fulle often tymes, and profreden here 
liedes to wedde, but zif it wolde j&lle as thei 
feyden. But natheles ther fore fcholde noght 
« man putten his beleevc in fuche thinges; 
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but alMys hdtt fulle troft d&d belceve ifi d()d 
oute SSvereyn Lord. This tie of C6<2M, the 
Sdrdxthes hau wdnen and bolden. Id that 
He ben ma&y Lyotm^, and fdany othefe wyld^ 
Beftes. And there ben Ratten in that He, ^ 
grete as Houndes here : and inen taken hem 
With grete Mad Vfes : for CatteS may not take 
hem. In this lie and many othere, men be- 
f^t not no dede men : fbr the hete is there 
ib gret, that in a litylle tyme the f iefche wd 
todiiffle fro the Bone$. 

Fro thens men gon be See toward Tnde the 
more, to a Cy tee that men clepen ^ Sarcbt^ 
that is a £dr Cytee and a gode: and there 
dnellen many CMflene men of gode Feythe : 
and there ben manye rel^ous men, and name- 
ly of Mendynantes. Ame gon men be See,^ 
to the Lond oHjonfib. In that Lond growt 
ethe the Peper, in the Foreft that men cl^a 
Combat ; and it growethe nd Where elle m, 
fllle the World, but in that Fdreft : and that 
dttreth wel an i8 iemmeyes m lengthe. In the 
Forefl ben i gode Cy tees ; that On highte FU- 
dtifft, and that other ^inglantz. And in 
every of hem, doellen Crlftene men, an^ 
Jewest gret plentee. For it is a gode Conn 

* Strtby*. E. i. SMrtbyt, E. 4. Sathti, F. i. imrdim, F.i.' 
L. k. 'Bsrtbm, L. I. Zsrh, L. 3> 4. 
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tree aim! a plentefbto : but there is orct mechi^ 
jpuflynge hete. And zee fehulle unditibonde^ 
that the Pepcr growethe, in miner as dothe 
A wylde Vywtj that is planted fafle by the 
Trees of that Wode, fbt to fufteynen it by, 
AS dothe the Vyne. And the Fruyt therof 
hangethe in manere as Reyfynges. And the 
Tree is lb thikke charged, that it fetnethe 
that it wolde breke : and Whan it is rij^e, it 
is alle grene as it were Ivy Beryes ; ind than 
fben kytten hem, as men don the Vynes, and 
Chan thd piitten it Upon an Owven, And there 
it waxethe biakand crifp. And there is j miner 
of Peper, alle npon o Tree ; long Peper, blak 
Pepcr, and white Peper, The long Pcper me& 
dtpea Sorbotyn ; and the blak Peper is clept 
Fnlfiille^ and the white Peper is dept Band. 
The loi^ Peper comethe ftrfi, whan the Lef 
begynnethe to come; and it is lyche theChat* 
tes of Hafelle, that comethe before the Lef^ 
tnd it hangethe lowe. And aftre comethe 
the blake with the Lef, in manere of CIdlreS 
of Key finges, alle grene : and whan men han 
gadred it, than comethe the white, that is 
lomdelle lade than the blake ; and of that 
men bryngen but litille in to this Contfee ; 
for thei baondeo^ with holden it for hem felf, 
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, be caufe it is bectere and more actcmpree in 
^liynde, than the blake : and therfore is ther 
not fo gret plentee as of the bJake. In that 
. Contree ben manye manere of Serpentes and 
of other Vermyn, for the gret hcte of the 
Contree and of the Peper. And sQme meo 
feyn, that whan thei will gadre the Peper, 
thei maken Fuyr, and brennen aboute, to 
make the Serpentes and the Cokedrilles to 
flee. But fave here grace of alle that feyn fo. 
For zif thei brenten abouten the Trees, that 
beren, the Peper fcholden ben brent, and it 
wolde dryen up alle the vertue, as of ony o- 
ther thing : and than thei diden hemfelf moche 
liarm ; and thei fcholde neverc quenchen the 
fuyr. But thus thei don ; thei anoy nten here 
Hondes and here Feet with a juyce made ojf 
Snayles and of othere thinges, made therfore; 
of the wbiche the Serpentes and the veny- 
mous Belles haten and dreden the Savour: 
and that makcthe hem flee before hem, be^ 
caule of the fmelle ; and than th^i gadren it 
feorly ynow. 

Alfo toward the heed of that Foref^ is the 
Cy tee of Tolomhe. And above the Cytec is 
is a grete Mountayne, that alfo is clept Ta- 
kmbe : and of that Mount, the Cytee hatl^e 
his name. And at the Foot of that Mount, 
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is a fiiyr Welle and a gret, that bathe odour 
and favour of alle Spices ; and at every hour 
of the day, he chaungethe his odour and his 
favour dyverlely. And whofo drynkethe 3 
tymes failing of that Watre of that Welle, 
he is hool of alle maner fykenefle^ that he 
hathe. Andthei that duellen there and drynken 
often of that Welle, thei nevcrc han Seke- 
nefle, and thei femen alle weys zoiige. I have 
dronken there of 3 or 4 (ithes ; and zit, me- 
thinkethe, I fare the better. Sum men clepen 
it the Welle of Zouthe : for thei that often 
drynken there of, femen alle weys Zongly, 
and lyven with outen Sykene(Te. And men 
fcyn, that that Welle comethe out of ^ara^ 
dys : and therfore it is fo vertuous. Be alle 
that Contree growethe gode Gyngevere : and 
therfore thidre gon the Marchauntes for Spi- 
cerye. In that Lond Men worfchipen the 
Ox, for bis fymplcnefle and for bis mekenefle 
and for the profite that comethe of him. And 
thei feyn, diat he is the bolyefl: Bed in Ertbe. 
For hem (emethe, that whofo evere be meke 
and pacyent, he is holy and profitable : for 
thanne thei feyn, be bathe alle vermes in 
him. Thei maken the Ox to laboure 6 zeer 
or 7, and than tbei ete him. And the Kyng 
of the Contree hathe alle wey an Ox with 
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hvsk : wd he th^t Kepetbe him> hathe eVcr jr 
^y gr«(c f€€S> and kepethe eYcrj day k^ 
])ong aod his Ui yoc in ^ Ycdcllcs of GoI4 
and bryngeo it bdbrc here Prelate, that thei 
ckpen Accbiprotopapaton; and be berethe it 
]Mfoi« the Kyng) and makethe there over a 
gret bic0ynge ; and than the Kyog weteche 
Jbis Hoodes there, in that thei depen Gmt^ 
9f^ apyntethe his front and his Breft : and 
aftre he frotethe him with the Ebng and witb 
^ Uryne with grct revttepce^ for to beo 
f^fk\x of vertues of the Ox^ and made holy^ 
be the ¥errae of that holy thing, that ncngh^ 
is wotthe. And whan the Kyng hathc. dbo^ 
thamic don the Loides ; and aftre hem here 
My aydres aiid other nsien, zif thei may kayo 
fAy remenant. lo that Contree thei maken 
Ydolesihalf Man, half Qx ; and in tho Ydokd^ 
cvtlle: Spirites fpeken and zcven ani^'ere to 
men, of what is asked hett. Before theife 
YdQleSi men fleen here Children many tymes, 
^nd ijptyngen the Blood upon the Ydtofes } 
aad fo thei maken here Socrifife. And whaa 
ony man dyetfae in the Cootree, thei bfepnett 
his Body in name of Penance,, to that eMents 
ihat he iu&e no peyne ia Ertke, to ben eie» 
of Wof meSb And zif his Wif have no ChiM^ 
thei brexme hire widi him. ; and feyn, that \» 
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is fefbttOf that fche make him companye iii 
that other Worlds ^ iche did ia this. But 
and fche have Children with him, thei leten 
hire lyve with hem, to brynge hem up, zif 
fche wole. And zif that fche love more to 
l}rve with here Children, than for to dye with 
hire Hu^nde, men holden hire for Ms and 
corfed : ne fchee fchalle pever ben loved ne 
truflcd of the peple. ' And zif the Woman 
dye before the Husbonde, men brennen him 
with hire, zif that he wole ; and zif he wil 
no^ no man conflreynethe him thereto ; but 
he may wedde another tyme with ouieii 
blame and r^pr^ Ip thatContreegrowenma* 
qyo flronge Vy pes ; and the WSmen drynkea 
Wy n, and men not : and the WoipeQ fclmv^o 
hif e B^rdesi juid ;he mep i^ot. 
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Cap. XVL 

Of the Domes made he feynt Thomas^ 
Of Devocyoun and Sacrifice made to 
Tdoles there y in the Cytee of Cala-, 
mye j and of the procejjioun in go- 
ynge aboute the Cytee. 

FROM that Contrce men paflTcn be many 
Marches, toward a Contree, a lo iour- 
neyes thens, that is clept Mabaron : and it is 
a gret Kyngdom, and it hathe many faire Cy- 
tees and Townes. In that Ky ngdom lithe the 
body of feynt Thomas the ApofUe, in Flefche 
sand Bon, in a faire Tombe, in the Cy tee of 
Calamyc : for there he was martyred and bu- 
ryed. But men oijAffirie beeren his Bodye in 
to Mefofatayme^ in to the Cytee of Edijfe: 
and attre, he was broughte thidre azen. And 
the Arm and the Hond, (that he putte in oure 
Lordes fyde, whan he appered to him, aftre 
his Refurrexioun, and feyde to him, Noli ejffe 
incredulusj fet fidelis) is zit ly^ynge in a 
VeiTelle with outea the Tomb& And be that 
6 Hood 
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Hond thei maken alle here Juggementes, io 
the Contrec, wholb hathe righte or wrong. 
For whan thcr is ony diflcncioun betwenc x 
partyes, and every of hem mcyntenethe his 
Caofe, and feyth, chat his Caufe is rightfuUe^ 
and that other feythe the contrarye, thanne 
bothe partyes writen here Caufes in x Billes^ 
and putten hem in the Hond of feynt 716^- 
mas ; and, anon he caftethe awey the Bille of 
the wrong Caufe, and holdethe (lille the Bille 
with the righte Caafe. And therfore men 
comen from fer Contrees to have Ju^ement 
of doutable Caufes: and other Juggement 
ufen thei non there. Alf the Chirche, where 
feynt Thomas lythe, is bothe gret and fair, 
and alle fiiile of grete Simulacres : and tho 
ben grete Ymages, that thei clepen here 
Goddes ; of the whiche, the lefte is als gret 
as X men. And amonges theife othere, there 
is a gret Ymage, more than ony of the othere,. 
that is alle covered with fyn Gold and pre- 
cyous Stones and riche Perles : and that Ydole 
is the God of ^fe Criflene, that han reneyed 
hire Feythe. And it lyttethe in a Chayere 
of Gold, fuUe nobely arrayed ; and he hathe 
aboute hisNecke, laige Gyrdles, wrought'e of 
Gold and precyous Stones and Perles. And 
this Chirche is folle richely wroi^ht^ and 
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alle over gylt with innc. And to that Ydolc 
gOQ men on Pylgrimage, als comounly and 
with als gret Devocioun, as Criflene men gon 
to fcynt Jamesj or other holy Pilgrimages. 
And many folk that comcn fro fer Londes, 
to feche that Ydole, for the gret devocy- 
oun that thei han, thei loken nevere upward, 
but evere more down to the Erthe, for dredc 
to (ee ony thing aboute hpm, that fcholde 
lette hem of here Devocyoun. And sfime 
ther ben, that gon on Pilgrimage to this Y- 
dole, that beren Knyfes in hire Hondes, that 
ben made fuile kene and fcharpe ; and alle 
weyes, as thei gon, thei (myten hem felf in 
here Armes and in here Legges and in here 
Thyes, with many hydoufe Woundes ; and 
fo thei fcheden here Blood, for love of that 
Ydole. And thei feyn, that he is blefled and 
holy, that dyethc fb for love of his God. 
And othere there ben, that leden hire Chil- 
dren, for to fie, to make Sacrifife to that Y* 
dole: and aftre thei ban llayn hem, thei 
fpryngen the Blood upon the Ydole. And 
sfime ther ben, that come fro ferr, and in 
goynge toward this Ydoh, at every thryddc 
pas, that thei gon fro here Hows, thei knelen ; 
and fo contynuen tille thei come thidre : and 
whan thei comen there, thei taken Eofenfe 

and 
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and other aromatyk thinges of noble Smellc, 
and fenl'en the Ydole, as vvc wolde don here, 
Goddes precyoufe Body. And fo comen folk 
to worfcbipe this Ydolc, lum fro an hundred 
Myle, and sQme fro many mo. And before 
the Mynftre of this Ydole, is a • Vy vere, in 
maner of a gret Lake, folle of Watre : and 
there in Pilgrymes caften Gold and Sylver, 
Perles and precyous Stones, with outen uom- 
bre, in (lede of Oflrynges. And whan the 
Mynyftres of that Chirche neden to maken 
ony reparacyoun of the Chirche or of ony 
of the Ydoles, thci taken Gold and Silver, 
Perles and precyous Stones out of the Vy- 
vere, to quyten the Coftagcs of luche thing 
as thei maken or repareu ; fo that no thing 
is &wty, but anon it (challe ben amended. 
And zee fchulle undirflonde, that whan grete 
Feftes and Solempny tees of that Ydole, as the 
Dedicacioan of the Chirche, and thethronynge 
of the Ydole bethe, alle the Contree aboutc 
meten there to gidere ; and thei fetten this 
Ydole upon a Chare with gret reverence, wel 
arrayed with Clothes of Gold, of riche Clothes 
of Tartaryej of Camacaay and other precy- 
ous Clothes ; and thei leden him aboute the 
Cytee with gret iblempnytee. And before 

• VhiT^ F. that is, a Fi(h Pool. 
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the Chare, gon firfl in proccfTioun alie the 
Maydenes of the Cootrce, x and x to gidere, 
fulie ordynatly. And aftre tho Maydenes, 
gon the Pilgrymes. And sdme of hem falle 
doun undre the Wheles of the Chare, and lat 
the Chare gon over hem ; fo that thei ben 
dede anon. And sQme han here Armes or 
here Lymes alle to broken, and some the 
fydes : and alle this don thci for love of hire 
God, in gret Devocioun. And he thinketbe, 
that the more peyne and the more tribulaci- 
oun, that thei liifTren for love of here God, 
the more ioye thei IchuUe have in another 
World. And Ichortly to feye zou ; thei fiif- 
fren fo grete peynes and fo harde martyr- 
domes, for love of here Ydolc, that a Cri- 
(lene man, I trowe, durft not taken upon him 
the tenthe part of the peync, for love of ourc 
Lord Jhe/u Crift. And aftre, I feye zou, 
before the Chare, gon alle the Mynftrelles of 
the Contrey, with outen nombre, with dy- 
verfe Inflrumentes ; and thei maken alle the 
melodye, that thei cone. And whan thei 
han gon alle aboute the Cytee, thanne thei 
returnen azen to the Mynftre, and putten the 
Ydole azen in to his place. And thanne, for 
the love and in worfchipe of that Ydole, and 
for the reverence of the Fefte, thei flcn hem- 
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iclf, aioo or 30operrones,wichfcharpcKDyfes^ 
of the whiche thei bryngen the bodyes be- 
fore the Ydole ; and than thei fey d, that tho 
ben Seyntes, be caufe that thei flowen hem^ 
fclf of here owne gode wille, for love of here 
Ydole. And as men here, that hadde an ho<> 
ly Seynt of his kyn, wolde thinke, that it . 
were to hem an highe worichipe, right Co hem 
thinkethe there. And as men here devoutly 
wolde writen holy Seyntes Lyfes and here 
Myracles, and fewen for here CanonizaciounSf 
righte fb don thei there, for hem that fleeo 
hem felf wilfully, for love of here Ydole ; and 
ieyn, that thei ben glorioufe Martyres and 
Seyntes, and putten hem in here Wrytynges 
and in here Letanyes, and avauntcn hem gret- 
ly on to another of here holy Kynnefmen, 
that fo become Seyntes ; and ieyn, I have mo 
holy Seyntes in my Kynrede, than thou in 
thin. And the Ci^ome alio there is this, 
that whan thei that han iuch Devocioun and 
entent, for to ile him felf, for love of his God, 
thei fenden for alle here Frendes, and han 
gret plentee of mynilrelle, and thei gon be- 
fore the Ydole ledynge him, that wil ile him- 
ielf for iuch devocioun, betwene hem with 
net reverence. And he alle naked hath a ful 
icharp Knyf in his bond, and he cuttethe a 
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gret pece of his Flefche and caftethe it in the 
face of his Ydole, feyenge his Oryfbunes, rc- 
comendynge him to his God : and than he 
fmy tethe himfelf, and makethe grete Woundes 
and depe here and there^ tilie he faiie doun 
ded. And than his Freodes prelenten his Bo- 
dy to the Ydole; and than thei feyn, fyng- 
ynge, Holy God, behold what thi trewe Ser- 
vant hath don for the ; he hathe forfaken his 
Wif and his Children and his RicchefTe and 
alle the Godes of the Worlde and his owne 
Lyf, for the love of the, and to make the 
Sacrifife of his Flefche and of his Blode. 
Wherfore, Holy God, putte him among thi 
befte belovedc Seyntes in thi Blifle of Para- 
dys : for he hathe wel difTcrved it. And than 
thei maken a gret Fuyr, and brennen the Bo< 

dy : and tbanne everyche of his Frendes ta- 
ken a quantyte of the AfTches, and kepen 
hem in ftede of Relykes, and feyn, that it is 
a holy thing. And thei have no drede of no 
perile, whils thei han tho holy AlTches upon 
hem. And thei putten his name in here Le* 
tanyes, as a Seynt. 
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Cap. XVII. 

Of the evylle Cujioms ufed in the Tie of 
Lamar y : and how theErthe and the 
See hen of round Forme and /chappy 
he pref of the Sterre^ that is clept 
Antart^ky that is fix in the Southe. 

FRO that Contrcc go men be the See Oc- 
ceatty and be many dyverfe Yles, and 
be many Contrees, that were to longe for 
to telle of. And a jx iorneyes fro this Lond, 
that I have fpoken of, there is another Lond, 
that is fuile gret, that men clepen Lamary. 
In thatLond is fulle gret Hete : and the Cullom 
there is fuch, that men and women gon alle 
naked. And thei fcornen, whan tfaef feen 
ony (Iraoge Folk goynge clothed. And thei 
feyn, that God made Adam and Eve alle 
naked; and that no man (cholde fchame, that 
is of kyndely nature. And thei feyn, that 
thei that ben clothed, ben folk of another 
World, or thei ben folk, that trowen not in 
God. And thei feyn, that thei beleeven in 
God, that formede the World, and that made 
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Adam and Eve^ and alle other thinges. And 
thci wedden there no Wyfes : for alle the 
Women there ben c5moun, and thei forfake 
no man. And thei leyn, thei fynnen, zif 
thei refufen ony man : and fo God comaund- 
ed 10 Adam 2LndEvey and to alle that comen 
of him, whan he (eyde, Crefcite Sf miihi- 
flicaminiy SJ replete Terram. And therfore 
may no man in that Contree feyn, This is my 
Wyf : ne no Woman may Icye, This is myn 
Husbonde. And whan thei han Children, 
thei may zeven hem to what man thei wole, 
that hathe companyed with hem. And alfb 
alle the Lond is comoun : for alle that a man 
holdethe o zeer, another man hathe it ano- 
ther zeer. And every man takethe what pare 
that him lykethe. And alfb alle the Codes 
of the Lond ben comoun, Cornes and alle 
ether thinges : for nq thing there is clept in 
clos, ne no thing there is undur Lok ; and 
every man there takethe what he wole, with 
oaten ony contradiccioun : and als riche is o 
man there, as is another. But in (hat Con- 
tree, there is a curfed Cuflom : for thei eten 
more gladly mannes Flefche, than ony other 
Flefche : and zit is that Contree habundant 
of Flefche, of Fiflche, of Cornes, of Gold and 
Sylver, and of alle other Gocjes. Thidrc gop 
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MarchauDtes, and bryngCD with hem Chil- 
dren, to felle to hem of the Coatree, and thei 
byzen hem : and zif thei ben fatte, thei etea 
hem anon ; and zif thei ben lene, thei fedea 
hem, tille thei ben fatte, and thanne thei eten 
hem: and thei feyn, that it is the bed Flefcbc 
and the fwecteft of alle the World. In that 
Lond, ne in many otbere bezonde thar^ no 
man may fee the Sterre tranimontane, that 
i% clept the Sterre of the See, that is unmeva-^ 
ble, and that is toward the Northe, that we 
clepen the Lode Sterre. But men leen ano- 
ther Sterre, the contrarie to hir% that is toward 
theSouthe, thatisdept^^i/^r/^^i^. And right 
as the Schip men taken here Avys here, and 
goveme hem be the Lode Sterre, right fb 
don Schip men bezonde the parties, be the 
Sterre of the Southe, the whiche Sterre ap- 
perethe not to us. And this Sterre, that is 
toward the Northe, that wee clepen the Lode 
Sterre, ne apperethe not to hem. For whiche 
caufe, men may wel percey ve, that the Lond 
and the Sge beo of rownde fchapp and forme. 
For the partie of the Firmament fchewethe in 
o Contree, that fchewethe not in another Con* 
tr(c. And men may well preven be experi- 
ence and fbtyle compa(Iement of Wy tr, that 
pi a man fond paflages be Schippes, that 

3 woldc 



2 1 8 The Vo'tage and Travaile of 

wolde go to ferchen the World, men myghte 
go be Schippe alle aboute the World, and a- 
boven and benethen. The whiche thing I 
prove thus, aftre that I have feyn. For I 
have ben toward the parties of Brnkan^ and 
beholden « the Aftrolabre^ that the Sterre that 
is clept the Transmontayne, is 5*3 Degrees 
highe. And more forthere in Almayne- and 
^ Bewme^ it hathe 5-8 Degrees. And more 
fbrthe toward the parties l^ptemtrioneles, it 
is6x Degrees of heghte, and certeynMynutes. 
For I my felf have mefured it by the Aftro- 
Idbre. Now fihuUe ze knowe, that azen the 
Tranjmonti^nej is the tother Sterre, that is 
cXtf^i Ant arty ke ; as I have feyd before. And 
tho X Sterres ne meeven nevere. And be 
hem curnethe alle the Firmament, righte as 
dothe a Wheel, that turnethe be his Axille 
Tree : io that tho Sterres beren the Firma- 
ment in X egalle parties ; fo that it hathe als 
mochel aboven, as it hathe benethen. Aftre 
this, I have gon toward the parties meridio- 
nales, that is toward the Southe : »d I have 
foonden, that in Lybye^ men feen firft the 
Sterre Antartyk. And fo fer I have gon more 

• In oar Author's time, Aftronomers had attain'd but verjr 
little accuracy in taking Obfervations. 
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forthe ia tho Contrccs, that I have founde 
that Stcrrc more highe ; fo that toward the 
highc Lybye^ it is 18 Degrees of heghte, and 
certeyn Minutes (of the whiche, 60 Minutes 
maken a Degree) Afrre goynge be See and 
be Londe, toward this Contree, of that I have 
fpoke, and to other Yles and Londes bezonde 
that Contree, I have founden the Sterre An- 
tsrtyk of 3 3 Degrees of heghte, and mo my- 
nutes. And zif I hadde had Companye and 
Schippynge, for to go more bezonde, I trowc 
wel in certeyn, that wee fcholde have feen alle 
the roundndfTe of the Firmament alle aboute. 
For as I have Icyd zou be forn, the half of 
the Firmament is betwene tho x Sterres : the 
whiche halfondelie I have feyn. And of the 
tother halfondelie, I have feyn toward the 
Northe, undrc the Tranjmonfsne 6x Degrees 
and 10 My nutes ; and toward the partie me- 
ridionalle, I have feen undre the Ant arty k 33 
D^ees and 16 Mynutes : and thanne the 
halfondelie of the Firmament in alle, ne hold- 
ethe not but 180 Degrees. Aud of tho 180, 
I have feen 6% on that o part, and 3 3 on that 
other part, that ben 95: Degrees, and nyghe 
the halfondelie of a Degree ; and (b there ne 
faylethe but that I have feen alle the Firma* 
ment, iaf 84 Degrees and the halfondelie of 
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a D^ee ; and chat is not the fourthe part of 
the Firmament. For the 4 partie of the rouod- 
nefle of the Firmament holt 90 D^ees : fo 
there faylethe but s Degrees and an half, of 
the fourthe partie. And alfo I have feen the 

3 parties of alle the roundnefle of the Firma* 
ment, and more zit 5- Degrees and an half Be 
the whiche I feye zou certeynly, that men 
may envirowne alle the Erthe of alle the 
World, as wel undre as aboven, and tumen 
azen to his Concree, that hadde Companye 
and Schippynge and Conduyt : and alle weyes 
he fcholdc fynde Men, Londes, and Yles, 
als wel as in this Contree. For zee wyteu 
welle, that thei that ben toward the Antar- 
tyk^ thei ben ftreghte, feet azen feet of hem, 
that dwellen undre the tranfmontane ; als wel 
as wee and thei that dwellyn under us, ben 
feet azenfl: feet. For alle the parties of See 
and of Lond han here appofitees, habitables 
or trepafTables, and thei of this half and be- 
zond half And wy tethe wel, that aftre that, 
that I may parceyve and comprchende, the 
Londes of Treftre JohUy Emperour of Tnde 
ben undre us. For in goynge from Scotland 
or from England toward Jerufalem^ men gon 
upward alweys. For oure Lond is in the lowe 
partie of the Enbe, toward the Weft : «id 
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the Lond of Treftre John is the lowe partie 
of the Erthe, toward the Eft : and thei han 
there the day, whan wee have the nyghte^ 
and alfo highe to the contrarie, thei han the 
nyghte, whan wee han the Day. For the 
Erthe and the See ben of round forme and 
ichapp, as I have feyd beforn. And that 
that men gon upward to o Coft, men gon 
dounward to another Coft. Alfo zee have 
herd me feye \ ihaxjerufalem is in the myd* 
des of the World ; and that may men preven 
and fchewen there, be a Spere, that is pighte 
la to the Erthe, upon the hour of mydday, 
whan it is Equenoxium, that fchewethe no 
fchadwe on no fyde. And that it fcholde ben 
in the myddes of the World, Tiavid wy tneT 
fethe it in the T/autre^ where he feythe, 
^ ^Deus oferatus eft falute in medio Terre. 
Thanne thei that parten fro the parties of 
the Weft, for to go toward Jerufalen^ als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go 
thidre, in als many iorneyes niay thei gon fro 
Jeru/klem^ unto other Confynyes of the Su- 
perficialtie of the Erthe bezonde. And whan 
men gon bezonde tho ioumeyes, toward Tnde 
and to the foreyn Yles, alle is envyronyngc 
the roundnelle of the Erthe and of the See, 

^ P' 9J- f YbUm Izziv. ii. 
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undre oure Contrees on this half. And ther* 
fore hathe it befallen many tymes of o thing, 
that I have herd cownted, whan I waszong; 
ho>y a worthi man departed fbmtyme from 
oure Contrees, for to go fcrche the World. 
And fo he pafTed Tnde^ and the Yles bezonde 
Tnde^ where ben mo than 5000 Yles : and fo 
longe he wentc be See and Lond, and fo en- 
viround the World be many feyfons^ that he 
fond an Yle, where he herde fpeke his owne 
Lai^age, callynge on Oxen in the Plowghe, 
iuche Wordes as men ipeken to Befles in his 
owne Contree : whereof he hadde gret Mer- 
vayle: for he knewe not how it myghte 
be. But I feye, that he had gon fo longe, be 
Londe and be See, that he had envyround alle 
the Erthe, that he was comen azen enviioun- 
yr^, that is to fcye, goynge aboute, unto 
his owne Marches, zif he wolde have pafled 
fortbe, til he had founden his Contree and his 
owne knouleche. But he turned azen from 
thens, from whcns he was come fro ; and (b 
he lofle moche peynefulle labour, as him felf 
jeyde, a gret while aftre, that he was comen 
hom. For it befelle aftre, that he wente in 
to Narweye ; and there Tcmpeft of the See 
toke him ; and he arryved in an Yle ; and 
whan he was in that Yle, he knew wel, that 
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it was the Ylc,. where he had herd fpeke his 
owne Lang^e befdre, and the callynge of the 
Oxen at the Plowghe : and that was poffible 
thinge. But how it femethe to fymple men 
unlerned, that men ne mowe not go undre 
the Erche, and alfo that men fcholde jGiRe to* 
ward the Hevene, from undre ! But that may 
not be, upon lefle, than wee mowe falle to- 
ward Hevene, fro the Erthe, where wee ben. 
For fro what partie of the Erthe, that men 
duelle, outher aboven or benethen, it femethe 
alweys to hem that duellen, that thei goo 
more righte than ony other folk. And righte 
as it femethe to us, that thei ben undre us^ 
righte fo it femethe hem, that wee ben undre 
hem. For zif a man myghte falle fro die 
Erthe unto the Firmament ; be grettere re« 
ibun, the Erthe and the See, that ben fb grete 
and fb hety, fcholde fallen to the Firmament: 
but that may not be : and therfore feithe oure 
Lord Godi Non timeas mcj qui fufpendi 
Terra ex nichilo ? And alle be it, that it be 
poffible thing, that men may fb envyronne 
alle the World, natheles of a 1000 pcdbnes, 
on ne myghte not happen to retumen in to 
his Contree. For, for the gretnefle of the 
Erthe and of the See, men may go be a 1000 

f Job xxvi. 7. 
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and a looo other weyes, that no man cowde 
rcdyc him perfitcly toward the parties that he 
cam frO) but zif it were be aventure and happ^ 
or be the grace of God. For the Erthe is 
fuUe large and fiille gret, and holt in round* 
lieflcnuid aboute envyroun, be aboven and be 
benethen xo4X5' Mylcs, aftre the opynyoua 
of the olde wife Aftronomeres. And here 
Seyenges I repreve noughte. But aftrc my 
ly tylle wytt, it femethe me, favynge here re- 
verence, that it is more. And for to have 
bettere underflondynge, I feye thus. Be ther 
ymagyned a Figure, that hathe a gret Com- 
pas ; and aboute the poynt of the gret Conn 
pas, that is clept the Centre, be made ano- 
ther litille Compas : than aftrc, be the gret 
Compas devifed be Lines in. manye parties ; 
and that alle the Lynes meeten at the Centre ; 
fo that in as many parties, as the grete Com- 
pas fchai be departed, in als manye, fchalle 
be departed the litille, that is aboute the Cen- 
tre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben lefTe. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas repreiented for 
the firmament, and the litille compas re- 
prefented for the Erthe. Now thanne the 
Firmament is devyfed, be Aftronomeres, in 
IX Signes; and every Signe is devyfed in 
30 Degrees, that is 360 Degrees, that the 

Firmament 
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t^'irmament hathe aboven. Alfo, be the Eiche 
devyfed in als many parties, as the Fir- 
mament ; and lat every party e anfwere to a 
D^rec of the Firmament : and wytethc it 
wel, that aftre the AucSoures of Aftronomye, 
700 Furlonges of Erthe anfweren to a Degree 
of the Firmament; and tho ben 87 Miles and 
4 Furlonges. Now be that here multiplyed 
be 360 fithes ; and than thei ben 3 lyooMyles, 
every of 8 Furlonges, aftre My les of oureCon- 
tree. So moche hathe the Erthe in round- 
nefle, and of h^hte enviroun, aftre myn o- 
pynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And zee 
ichulle undirftonde, that aftre the opynyoun 
of olde wife Philofophres and Aftronomeres, 
oure Contree ne Irelond ne JVaks nc ScoU 
lond ne Norweye ne the other Yles coftynge 
to hem, ne ben not in the fiiperficy alte cownt- 
ed aboven the Erthe ; as it fchewethe be alle 
the Bokes of Aftronomye. For the Superfici- 
altee of the Erthe is departed in 7 parties, for 
the 7 Planetes: iind tho parties ben cleptCly- 
mates. And oure parties be not of the 7 Cly- 
mates : for thei ben defcendy nge toward the 
Weft. And alfo thpfe Yles of Tftde^ which 
beth evene azenft us, beth noght reckned in 
the Climates : for thei ben azenft us, that bea 

(^ in 
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in the lowe Contree. And the 7 Clymates 
ibecchen hem envyroynynge the World. 

Cap. XVIII. 

Of the Palays of the Kyftg of the Tie 
of Java. Of the Treesy that beren 
Meky Honyy IVyn and f^enym j and 

of other e Mervay tiles and Cufiomes^ 
ufed in the Ties marchtnge therea- 
hotaen, 

BE S Y D E that Ylc that 1 have fpokcn of, 
there is another Yle, that is clept Su- . 
tnobor^ that is a gret Yie : and theKyng there- 
of is righte myghry. The folk of that YIe 
maken hem alweys to ben marked in the vi-. 
fage with an hote Yren, bothe men and wo- 
men, for gret nobleffe, for to ben knowea 
from other folk. Fo^thei holden hem felf 
moil noble and mod worthi of alle the World. 
And tbei ban Werre allc wcys with the folk 
that gon alle naked. And fade befyde is ano- 
ther Yle, that is clept ' Betemgdy that is a 

•Bethtyna, F. z. 
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godc Yle and a plentyfous. And many other 
Ylcs ben there aboute ; where there ben ma- 
hy of dy verfe folk : of the whiche it were to 
longe to fpeke of alle. 

But faft befyde that Yle, for to pafle be 
iSee, is a gret Yle and a grct Contree, that 
men clepen Java : and it is nyghe xoooMyle 
in circuyt. And the Kyng of that Contree 
is a fiille gret Lord and a ryche and a myghty, 
and hathe undre him 7 other Kynges of 7 o- 
ther Ylcs abouten hym. This Yle is fulle 
Wei inhabytcd, and fblle wel manned. There 
growen alle inaner of Spicerie, more plenty- 
fous liche than in ony other Contrefe ; as of 
Gyngevere, Clowegylofrcsj Canelle, Zede- 
w^alle, Notemuges and Maces. And wy tcthc 
wel, that the Notemuge berethe the Maces. 
For rightc as the Note of the HafeUe hathe 
an Husk with outen, that the Note is clofed 
in, til it be ripe ; and aftre fallethe.out ; righte 
fo it is of the Notemuge and of the Maces. 
Manye other Spices and many other Codes 
growen in that Yle. For of alle thing is there 
plenty, faf only of Wyn : but there is Gold 
and Silver gret plcdtee. And the Kyng of 
that Contree hathe a Paleys fulle noble and 
fulie marveyilous, and more riche than ony 
in the World. For alle the Degrcz to gon up 

Q^x in 
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in to Halles and Chambres, ben on of Golij 
another of Sylver. And alfo the Pavmentes 
of Halles and Chambres ben alle fquare, on 
of Gpid and another of Sylver : and alle the 
Walles with inne ben covered with Gold and 
Sylver, in fyn Plates : and in tho Plates ben 
Stories and Batayles of Knyghtes cnleved. 
And the Crounes and the Cercles abouten here 
Hedes ben made of precious Stones and riche 
Perles and grete. And the Halles and the 
Chambres of the Palays ben alle covered with 
inne with Gold and Sylver : fo that no man 
vvolde trowe the richefle of that Palays, but he 
had feen it. And witethc wel, that theKyng of 
that Yle is fo myghty, that he hathe many 
tymes overcomen the grete Cane of Cathay 
in BatajUcj that is the moft gret Emperour 
that is undrc the Firmament, outher bezonde 
the See or on this half For thei han had 
often tyme Wcrre betwene hem, be caufe that 
the grete Cane wolde conftreynen him to 
holden his lond of him: but that other at alle 
tyraes defendethc him wel azenft him. 

Aftre that Yle, in goynge be See, men 
fynden another Yle, goHe aud gret, that men 
clepen Tathen^ that is a gret Kyngdom, fuUe 
of faire Cytees and fuUe of Townes. In that 
Londgro wen Trees, that beren Mele, wherof 

men 
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men makcngodeBred and white, and of gode 
favour ; and it femethe as it were of Whcte, 
but it is not aliynges of fuche Savour. And 
there ben other Trees, that beren Hony, 
gode and fwete ; and other Trees, that beren 
Vcnym; azenft the whiche there is no Medi- 
cyne but on ; and that is to taken here pro- 
pre Leves, and flampe hem and tempere hem 
with Watre, and xhan drynke it : and elle he 
ichalle dye ; for Triacle will not avaylle, no 
non ocherJVfedicyne. Of this Venym, the 
Jewes had let feche of on of here Frendes, 
ior to enpoyfbne alle Criftiantee, as I have 
herd hem feye in here Confedidhn, before 
here dyenge. But thanked be alle myghty 
God, thei fayleden of hire purpos : but aHe 
wcys thei maken gret mortalitee of poeple. 
And other Trees there ben alfo, that beren 
Wyn of noble fentement. And zif zou like 
to here how the Mele comethe out of the 
Trees, I fchalle feye zou. Men hewen the 
Trees with an Hachet, alle aboute the fote 
of the Tree, tille that the Bark be parted in 
many parties ; and than comethe out ther of 
a thikke Lykour, the whiche thei refccyvea 

in VefTelles, and dryen it at the hetc of the 
Sonne ; and than thei ban it to a Mylle to 
gtyode; and it becomethe faire Mele and 

Q 3 white 
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white. And the Hony and the Wyn and the 
Venym ben drawen put of other Trees, iq 
the fame manere, and put in Veflelles for tq 
kepe. In that Yle is a ded See, that is a Lake, 
that hathe no Ground. And zif ony thing 
falle in to that Lake^ it fchalle nevere comen 
up azen. ^ In that Lake growen Reedes, that 
ben Cannes> that thei clepen Tbaby^ that ben 
30 Fadme long. And of theife Canes, men 
maken faire Houfes. And ther ben other 
Canes, that ben not Sd longe, ih^t groweii 
nere theLond, and.han fb longe Rotes, that 
duren wel a <: 4 quartres of a Furlong or more ; 
and at the Knottes of tho Rotes, men fyndea 
precious Stones, that han gret vertues : And 
he that berethe ony of hen) upon him, 
Yren ne Steel ne may not hurt him, ne drawe 
00 Blood upon him : and therfore thei that 
han tho Stones upon hem,fighten fulle hardy ly,, 
bothe on See andLond: for men may not har- 
men hem on no partye. And therfore thei that 
knowen the manere^ and fchuUe fighten with 
hem, thei ichoten to hem Arwes and Qua- 
relles with outen Yren or Steel ; and fo thei 
hurten hem and fleen hem. And alfo of tho 

** Plin. L. 7. C. 1. Arundmes xtro ['n India] tantt frcce- 
fffatis, Ht ftn^uU Inumodia alveo navigabili $ ernes inter dum ho' 
films ferant. c p-Qurth. 
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CSnes, thci maken Hoafcs and Schippcs and 
other thinges; as wee han here, makynge 
Houfes and Schippes of Okc or of ony other 
Trees. And deimc no man, that I Icye it, 
but for a Truffiille : for I have feen of the 
Cannes with myn owne Eyzen, folic many 
tymes, lyggynge upon the Ryvere of that 
Lake: of the whiche, 20 of oure Felowcs ne 
myghten not hften up ne beren on to the 
Erthe. 

Afrrc this Yle, men gon be See to another 
YIe, that is clept Calonak : and it is a fair 
Lond and a plentifous of Codes. And the 
Kyng of that Contrey hath als many Wyfes 
as he wole : for he makethe ierche alle the 
Contree, to geten him the faireft Maydens 
that may ben founde, and makethe hem to ben 
broughte before him ; and he takethe on 
o nyght, and another another nyght, and fo 
forthc contynuelle fewyng ; fo that he hath 
a 1000 Wyfes or mo. And he li^ethe never 
but o nyght, with on of hem, and another 
nyght with another, but zif that on happene 
to ben more lufty to his plefance than ano- 
ther. And thcrfore the Kyng getethc falle ma- 
ny Children ; fum tyme an 100, fum tymc 
an xbo, and fum tyme mo. And he hathe 
alio into a 14000 Olifauntz or mo, that he 

Q^ 4 makethe 
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makethe for to ben brought up amonges bts 
Vileyncs, be allc his Townes. For in ca& 
that he had ony Werre azenfl ony other Ky ng 
aboute him, thanne he makethe certeyn men 
of Armes for to gon up in to the Caftelles of 
Tree, made for the Werre, that craftily ben 
iett up on the OlifantesBakkes, for to fyghten 
azen hire Enemy es : and lb don other Kynges 
there aboute. For the maner of Werre is not 
there, as it is here or in other Contrees ; ne 
the Ordynance of Werre nouther. And men 
clcpen the Oiifantcs, Warkes. 

And in that Yl? there is a gret Marvayle,, 
more to Ipcke of than in ony other partie of 
the World. For alle manere of Fiflches, that 
ben there in the See abouten hem, comcn ones 
in the Zcer, eche manere of dyverfe Fi/Tches, 
on mancr of kynde aftre other ; and thei 
caften h^m l?lf to the See Banke of that YIe„ 
fbgretplentec and multitude, that no man may 
unnethcSee butFiflche; and there thei abyden 
3 dayes: and every man of theContree takethe 
of hem, als many as him lykethe: And aftre, 
that maner of FifTche, aftre the thridde day, 
departethe and gothe in to the See. And af- 
tre hem, comen another njiultitude of FyfTche 
of another kynde^ and don in the fame maner 
9S the firfte 4idcn other 3 daycs. Afld aftre 
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hem, another ; tillc alle the dy vcrfe maner of 
Fiffches han ben there, and that men han ta- 
ken of hem, that hem lykethe. And no man 
knowethe the caufe wherfore it may ben. But 
thei of the Contree feyn, that it is for to do 
reverence to here Kyng, that is the moft wor- 
thi Kyng, that is in the World, as thei Icyn ; 
becaufe that he fulfillethe the Comandement, 
that God bad to Add and Eve^ whan God 
leyde, Crefcite ^ fnultiflicamini ^replete 
Terrain. And for becaufe that he multipli- 
cthe fb the World with Children, therforc 
God fendethe him fo the Fidches of dy verfe 
kyndes, of alle that ben in the See, to ta^ 
ken at his wille, for him and alle his peple. 
And therfore alle the FifTches of the Sec 
comen, to maken him homage, as the mofl: 
noble and excellent Kyng of the World, and 
that is beft beloved with God, als thei feyn. 
I knowe not the refoun, whi it is : but God 
knowethe. But this, mefemethe, isthemofte 
marveylle, that evere I faughe. For this mer- 
vaylle is azenfl: kynde, and not with kyndc, 
that the Fiffches, that han fredom to envi- 
roun alle the Cofles of the See, at here owne 
lifl, comen of hire owne wiilc to profren hem 
to tl^e dcthe, with outcu conflreynynge of 

man; 
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man : and thcrforc I am fykcr, that this may 
not ben, with oaten a gret tokene. 

There ben alfb in that Contrec a fcyndc of 
Snayles, that ben fo grete, that many per- 
fones may loggen hem in here Schclles, as 
men wolde done in a litylle Hous. And other 
Snayles there ben, that ben fulle grete, but 
not lb huge as the other. And of thcife Snayles, 
and of gret white Wormes, that han blake 
Hedes, that ben als grete as a manncs thighe, 
and some lefTe, as grete Wormes that men 
fyndcn there in Wodes, men maken Vyaunde 
Rialle, for the Kyng and for other grete 
Lordcs. And zif a man, that is maryed, dye 
in that Con tree, men biiryen his Wif with 
him alle quyk. For men feyn there, that it 
is refoun, that iche make him companyc in 
that other World, as fchc did vcl this. 

From that Contree, . men gon be the See 
Occeattj be an Yle that is clcpt Caffolos. Men 
of that Contree, whan here Frcndes ben kkc^ 
thei hangen hem upon Trees; and feyn, that 
it is bettre, that Briddcs, that ben Angeles of 
God, etcn hem, than the foulc Wormes of 

the Erthe. 

From that Yle men gon to another Yle^^ 
where the folk ben of fuIIc curfed kynde : 

for 
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for thci noryflchcn grete Dogges, and techen 
hem to ftrangic here Frendes, whan thei ben 
fyke : for thei wil nonghte, that thci dyen 
of kyndely Dethe : for thci feyn, that thei 
fcholde iiiffrcn to gret peyne, zif thei abyden 
to dyen be hem fel^ as Nature wolde : and 
whan thei ben thus enllrangied, thei eten here 
Flefche, in ftede of Vcnylbun. 

Aftreward men gon be many YIes be See, 
unto an Yle, that men clepen Milke : and 
there is a fulle curfed peple : for thei defy ten 
in ne thing more, than for to tighten and to 
ile men. And thei drynken gladlyeft mannes 
Blood, the whiche thci clepen Dieu. And 
the mo men that a man may flee, the more 
worfchipe he hathe amonges hem. And zif 
a perfones ben at debate, and peraventure ben 
accorded be here Frendes or be fum of here 
Alliance, it behovethe that every of hem, 
that fchulle ben accorded, drynke of otheres 
Blood : and elle the Accord ne the AUiance 
is noghte worthe, ne it fchalle not be nc rc- 
pref to him to breke the Allance and the A- 
cord, but zif every of hem drynke of otheres 

Blood. 
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And from that Yle, men gon be See, from 
Yle to Yle, unto an Yle, that isxiept Tra- 
coda ; where the folk of that Contree ben as 
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Beftes and unrefbnable, and duellen in Caves, 
that thei maken in the Erthe ; for thei have 
no wytt to maken hem Houfes. And whan 
thei fecn ony man paflfynge thoi-ghe here Con- 
trees, thei hyden hem in here Caves. And 
\ thei eten Flefche of Serpcntcs ; and thei eten 

but litille, and thei fpeken noi^ht ; but thei 
hiffen, as Serpcntes don. And thei fetce no 
prys be no richeffe, but only of a precyous 
Ston, that is amonges hem, that is of 60 co- 
loures. And for the name of the YIe, thei 
clepen it Tracodon. And thei loven more 
that Ston, than ony thing tile : and zit thei 
knowe not the vertuc there of: but thei cq- 
vey ten it and loven it only for the beautee. 

Aftre that Yle, men gon be the See Oc^ 
ceaHy be many Yles, unto an Yle, that is 
dept Nacumera\ that is a gret Yle and good 
and fayr : and it is in kompas aboute, more 
than a 1000 Myle. And alle the men and 
women of that Yle han Houndes Hedes : and 
thei ben clept ^ Cynocefhali : and thei ben 
fiille refonable and of godc undirftondynge, 
ftf that thei worfchipen an Ox for here God. 
And alio every che of hem berethe an Ox of 
Gold or of Sylver in his forhed, in tokene 
that thei loven wel here God. And thei gon 

• Cynsmolgi, PUny, U 6. C. 3 c, 
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alle naked, faf a lityllc Clour, that thci co- 
veren with here Knees and hire Membres. 
Thei ben grete folk and wel fyghtynge ; and 
thei han a gret Targe, that coverethe alle the 
Body, and a Spere in here hond to fighte 
with. And zif thei taken ony man in Ba- 
taylle, anon thei eten him. The Kyng of 
that Yle is fulle riche and fulle myghty, and 
righte devout aftre his Lawe : and he hathe 
abouten his Nekke 300 Perlcs oryent, gode 
and grete, and knotted, as Tater Nqftres here 
of Amber. And in maner as wee iey n oure 
Yater Nojier and oure jive Maria^ co wnt- 
yng the Tater Nojier Sy right fo this Kyng 
fey the every day devoutly 300 Preyeres to 
his God, or that he ete : and he berethe alfb 
aboute his Nekke a Rubye oryent, noble and 
fyn, that is a Fote of lengthe, and fyve fyn- 
gres large. And whan thci chefen here Kyng, 
thei taken him that Rubye, to beren in his 
Hond, and fb thei leden him rydynge alle a- 
bouten the Cy tee And fro thens fromward, 
thei ben alle obeyflant to him. And that Ru- 
bye he fchalle bcrc alle wey aboute his Nekke: 
for zif he hadde not that Rubye upon him, 
men wolde not holdcn him for Kyng. The 
grere Cane of Cathay harhe gretly coveted 
that Rubye j but he royghte never han it, 

for 
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for Werre ne for no maner of Codes. ThiS 
Kyng is fo rightfuile and of cquytcc in his 
Doomes, that men may go fykerlychc thoighe 
out alic his Contree, and here with him what 
him iifl, that no man fchalle ben har^Jy to rob- 
ben hem : and zif he were, the Kyng wolde 
iuftifyed anon. 

Fro this Lond men gon to another Yle^- 
that is clept Silha: and it is welle a 800 
Myles aboute. In that Lond is fulle mocheJle 
wade : for it is fuHc of Serpentes, of Dra- 
goons and of Cokadrilles ; that no man dar 
daelle there. Theifc Cocodrilles ben Ser- 
pentes, zaiowe and rayed aboven, and ban 4 
Feet and fchorte Thycs and grcte Nayles, as 
Clees or Talouns : and there ben s6me that 
han jr Fadme in lengthe, and sQme of 6 and 
of 8, and of 10 : and whan thei gon be places,' 
that ben gravelly, it lemethe as thoughe men 
hadde drawen a gret Tree thoighe the gravel- 
ly place. And there ben alfo many wylde 
Beftes, andnamdycheofOIyfauntes. In that 
Yle is a gret Mountay ne ; and in mydd place 
of the Mounts is a gret Lake in a fuIIe fairc 
Pleyne, and there is gret picnree of Watrc. 
And thei of the Contree feyn, that jidant 
and Eve weptcn upon that Mount an ico 
Zecr, whan thei weren dry ven out of Tara^ 
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dys. And that Watre, thci fcyn^ is of here 
Teres: for fo mochc Watre thei vi^ten, that 
made the fbrfeyde Lake. And in^ the botme 
of that Lake, men fynden many precious 
Stones and grete Perles. In that Lake growen 
many Reedes and grete Cannes : and there 
with inne ben many Cocodrilles and Serpentes 
and grete watre Leches. And the Kyng of 
that Contrce, ones every zecr, zevethe levc 
to porei men to gon in to the Lake, to gadre 
hem precyous Stones and Perles, be weye of 
JHemeftj for the love of God, that made A- 
dam. And alle the Zeer, men fynde y nowe. 
And for the Vermyn, that is with inne, thci 
anoynte here Armes and here Thyes and 
Lcgges with an Oyncment, made of a thing 
that is clept Lymons, that is a manere of 
Fruyr, lyche fmale Pefen: and thanne have 
thei no drede of no Cocodrilles, nc of non 
other venymous Vermyn. This Watre ren- 
nethe, flowyngc and ebbynge, be a fyde of 
the Mountaync: and in that Ryver men 
fynden precious Stones and perles, gret Plen- 
tec. And men of that YIc ftyn comounly, 
that the Serpentes and the wilde Befles of 
that Contree ne will not don non harm, ne 
touchen with evyllc, no ftrange man, that 
cntrcthe into that Contree^ but only to men 

that 
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that ben bcyn of the fame Contrce. In tha£ 
Contree aijd othere there aboaten, there 
ben wyld^ Gees» that han x Hedes: and 
there ben Lyoons alle white, and als grete 
as Oxen, and many othere dyverfe Beftes^ 
and fbdes alio, that be not feyn aitionge$ 
us. And witethe wel, that in that Contree 
and in othere YIes there abonten^ the See is 
ib highe, that it femethe as though it henge 
at the Clowdes, and that it wolde covere alle 
the World : and that is gret Mervaylle, that 
it myghte be fb, faf only the wille of God^ 
that the Eyr fufteynethe it. And therfore 
feyth "David in the Tfautere^ Mirabiles ela^ 
'f tones Maris. 
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How men knowen be the Tdokj zif the 
fike fchaile dye or non. Of folk of 
dyuerfe fchap and merveyloufly dtf- 
fibred: And of the MonkeSy that 
z&uen.htre releef to Babewynes^ 
Apes and Marmefettes and to other 
Befles. 

FROM thdt Yle, itl goynge be See, to- 
ward the SoQthe, is another gret Yle; 
that is clept 1>ondun. lii that Yle ben folk 
of dyverfe kyndes; fo that the Fadre etethe 
the Sone, the Sone the Fadre, the Hasbonde 
theWif, and the Wif the Husbonde. And zif 
it /b befalle, that the Fadre or Modre or ony 
of here Frendes ben.feke, anon the Son gothe 
to the Preft of here Law^ and preyethe him 
to aske the Ydole, zif his Fadre or Modre ot 
Frend fchaile dye on that evylle or non. And 
i;han the Preft and the Sone gone to gyderci 
before the Ydole^i and knelen fuUe devoutly^ 
and ask^n of the Ydole here denunde. And 

a xif 
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zif the Devylle, that is with inne, anfwcref 
that he (challe Ivve, thei kepen him wel: 
and zif he feye, that he fchalle dye, than the 
Preft gothe with the Sone, with the Wif of 
him that is feek^, and thei putten here hoodes 
upon his mouthe, and (loppen his Brethe, 
and fo thei fleen him. And aftre that, thei 
cheapen alle the Body in fmale peces, and 
preyen alle his Freodes to comen and eten of 
him, that is ded : aiKl thei fenden for alle the 
Mynftralle of the Contrce, and ifcaken a fo- 
lempne Fefte. And whan thei han eten the 
FlcfTche, thei taken the Bones, and buryen 
hem, and fyngen and maken gret melodye. 
And alle the that ben of his kyn, or pre- 
tenden hem to ben his Frendes, and thei 
come not to that FeAe, thei ben repreved for 
evere and &:bam£d, and maken gret doel ; for 
never e aftre fchulle thei ben holden as Frendes. 
And thei feyn alio, that men eten here Flefche, 
for to delyveren hem out of peyne. For zif 
the Wormes of the Erthe eten hem, the Soule 
fcholde itaffre gret peyne, as thei feyn ; and 
namely, whan the Flefche is tendre and me- 
gre, thanne ieyn here Freodes, that thei don 
gretSynne, to leten hem have fb long lai^m-e^ 
to fa^e t^ moche peyne, with oute refbna. 
And whan thei fynde the Fkilche fatten than 

6 thei 
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thei feyn, chat it is wel doo^ to fendeci hint 
fone to Taradys ; and that thei have dot fti^ 
fired him to longe to endure in peyne. Thd 
Kyng of this Yle is a ful gtec Lord and a 
tnyghty ; and hathe undre him 5:4 grece Ylcs) 
thaizeven Tribate to him: and in evetydie 
of theiie Yles, is a Kyng crowaedi and alib 
ben obeyfTant to that Kyng. And he hathd 
ia tho Yles many dyverfe folk. la on of 
theiie Yles ben folk of gret Statare^ as Ge- 
auntes ; and thei ben hidoufe for to loke up- 
on ; and * thei han but on eye^ and thcit is 
in the myddylle of the Front ; and thei ettti 
bo thing but raw Fleflche and raw Fyflche. 

And in another Yle, toward the Soutbe^ 
duellen folk of foule Stature and of curfed 
ky nde ^j that han no Hedes : and here Eyen 
ben in here Scholdres. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han the 
iace alle platt^ alle pleyn s with outen Nde 
and ^ with outen Mouthe : but thei han z 



• Pliny, L 6. C. 39. and L. 7. C 1. ProduntMr Arlmafftt 
uno tcuU 'm Frontt medid imfipus, 

^ Pliny, L. 7. C. 1. RttPfi^q; ab his^ Occidtnum virfms, quof-^ 
dam Jim Cervice, Oculos in Hnrntris hakentes. And L 5. C. 8. 
Blemmyis traduntnr capita ahjjht on v oculis feSlofi affixis. 

*^ Ibidem. Cenum infer Somadas Indos^ Karinm loco, fara^ 
mind tamum kalnntem. 

^ Ibid. Ad extremes jhes IndU^ ah Orienttp cirea fimtem 
G^nps^ Aftomernm genttm fine ere. 
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finale holes alle roondei io ftede of hire Eytn t 
aiid hire Mouthe is plan alfo, with oucen 
Lippes. 

And in another Yle ben folk of foul fafce^ 
on and Schapp, « that han the Lippe above, 
die Mouthe fo gret, that whan thei flepen in 
the Sonne, thei keveren alle the face with 
that Lippe. 

And in another Yle ^^ ther ben litylle folk, 
as Dwerghes ; and thei ben to fo meche as 
the Pygmeyes, and thei han no Mouthe, but 
in ftede of hire Mouthe, thei han a lytylle 
round hole : and whan thei ichulle eten or 
dry nken, thei taken thorghe a Pipe or a Peime. 
or fuche a thing, and fowken it in : for thei 
han no Tonge ; and therfore thei fpeke not^ 
but thei maken a maner of bijGTy nge^ as a Ned- 
dre dothe, and thei maken Stgnes on to ano-^ 
-<her, as Monkcs don ; be the whiche, every 
of hem undirflondethe other. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han g gret 

« Straho dcfcribcs fuch a People, called Afnyilyd. 

< Plin. L. 7. C. 1. Sufra hos^ extrema in fAruMomimn^ Sfi- 
thama Pygmu nMrrdtUur, temAs SfiibdmiU Ungitudmi ; h§e eft, 
ternos Dcdranies mn $xc$dimt9s. 

E Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Ttnefiomm alid [MfuU Pontl] m fftihrn 
nuda alioquin c^rfcra prdgrandis ifformm Aures tota c^ntegimt, 
L. 7. C. 2. AUos Auribus totes contegu Strabo gQIs them 

hml^ttityu Jfiiwi calls them PM^tn. 
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Ef es and longe, that hangea doun to here 

Knees. 

And in another Yle beo folk, that ban 
^ Hors Feet ; and thei ben ftronge and myghty 
andfwift reoneres : for thei taken wyldeBeftes 
with repnyng, and ecen hem. 

And in another Yle ben folkj that ^ goa 
upon hire Hondes and hire Feet, as Beftes : 
and thei ben alle skynned and fedred, and 
thei wolde lepen als lightly in to Trees, and 
fro Tree to Tree, as it were Squyrclles or 
Apes. 

And in another Yle ben folk that ben bothe 
k Man and Woman : and thei han kynde of 
that on and of that other ; and thei han but 
o Pappe on the o fyde, and on that other 
pon : and thei han Membres of Generacioun 
of Man and Wdman ; and thei ufen bothe, 
whan hem lift, ones that on, and another 
tyme that other : and thei geten Childreut 
whan thei ufen the membre of Man ; and 

b Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Al'uy in ifMuitqumis fetftkits k^mbus 
nafcantur^ Hip fo fades MpfelUti 

^ L. 5. C 8. H\mant9p9iis lorifidis fuidsm^ qmhns firpwdo 
ingredi nAturA efi. And L. 7. C. i. Sunt tT Sdtyri fubfoUnis 
Indorum imntlbusy tmm tiuudrufidts ium nfU currentti^ bitmdnd 
effigi^' 

^ Ibid. SuprA Ndfam^aas confinefym ilUs Mdebiyssp jindngy^ 
ftas djfe Mtriafi; nMur^^ inter ft vicikms CHttntis, CdUifhsnit 
fradit. ' 
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tkei bere Children, wfaaa thei afeti tbe ineni* 
brc of Woman. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that gbo alle 
weyes apoo here ^ Knees, ful nterveykmfly ; 
aad at eyery pas chat thei gon, it iemedic 
that thei wolde falle : and thei han in every 
Foot, 8 Toes. 

Many other dyverfe folk of dyverfe na- 
tures ben there in other Yles aboaten, of the. 
ndiiche it were to longc to telle : %and ther- 
fore I paffe over fchortly. 

From theife Yles, in paflynge be the See 
Occ^sff toward the Eft, be many ioumeyes, 
men fynden ^ gret Contree am) a gret Kyng- 
dom, tihat men clepen Mancy : and that is in 
i?W(f the more : and it is the befte Lond, and 
«Ni of the fah^eft, that may be in alle the World, 
^nd the moft ddledable, and the moft plenti- 
tba6 cf alle Godes, that is in power of man. 
te iftiat Lond :duellen many Criftene men and 
Smrra&fms : for it is a gode Contree and a 
gret. And there ben there inne mo than 2000 
greteCytees and riche, with outen other grete 
Townes. And there is more plentec of pe- 
fle there, ttjan in ony other par tie of Tnde, \ 

* Ih'td. Jn quadam ccnvaiU magna Imai month, re^io ejl^ qua 
^ocatttr Abartmon^ in qfia fylvf/ircs vivunt homines^ averjis pofi 
crtira plantis. 
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for the bountee of the Contrcc. In that Con- 
tree is no ncdy man, ne non that gothe on 
beggynge. And thei ben fulle faire folk : but 
thei ben ailc pale. And the men han thynne 
Berdes and fcwe Hcrcs ; but thei ben longc : 
but unethe hathc ony man paflynge 5*0 Hercs 
in his Berd ; and on Heer fitt here, another 
there, as the Berd of a Ly berd or of a Catr. 
In that Lond ben many feirere W6men, than 
in ony other Contree bezonde the See : and 
therfore men clcpcn that Lond Albanye ; be- 
caufe that the folk ben whyte. And the chief 
Cy tee of that Contree is clept Latoryn ; and 
it is a iourneye from the See : and it is moche 
more than ^Parys. In that Cytee is a gret 
Ryvere, beryngc Schippes, that gon to alle 
the Codes in the See. No Cytee of the World 
is fo wel ftored of Schippes, as is that. And 
alle tho of the Cytee and of the Contree 
worfchipen Ydolcs. In that Contree ben 
«" double fithcs more briddes than ben here. 
There ben white Gees, rede aboute theNekke, 
and thei han a gret Creft, as a Cokkes Comb 
upon hire Hedes : and thei ben meche more 
there, than thei bcu here ; and men byeo 
hem there alle quykke, right gret chepe. And 
there is gret plentee of Neddres, of whom 

B Vdlncrts in duflo ftmt mdjontf L. 
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men makcn grete Pedes, and eten hem at gretq 
follempnytees. And he that makethe ther^ 
a Fefte, be it neyere fb coftifous, and he havq 
no Neddies, he hathe no thanke fpr his tra« 
vaylle. 

Many gode Cytees there ben in that Con- 
tree, and men han gret plentee and gret chep 
of alle Wynes and Vitafiles. In that Con- 
tree ben manye Chirches of religious men, 
and of here Lawe : ^nd in tho Chirches ben 
Ydoles, als gretc as Geauntes. And to theif? 
Ydoies thei zeven to ete, at grete feftyfiiUc 
dayes, in this manere. Thei bryngen before 
hem mete alle foden, als hoot as thei comen 
fro the Fuyr, and thei leten the fmoke gon 
up towardes the Ydoles ; and than thei feyn, 
that ;:he Ydoles han etei) ; and than the reli- 
gious men eteq the mete aftrewardes. In that 
Contree ben white Henncs withouten Fe- 
theres: but thei berep white WoUe, asScheep 
don here. In that Cpntre^, Wommen that 
ben unmaryed, thei han Tokenes on hire 
Hedes, lyche Coronalcs, to ben know en for 
pnmaryed. Alio in that Contree, thcr ben 
Belles, taughte of men to gon in to Watrcs, 
in to Ry veres and in to depe Stankes, for to 
take Fyfche : the whiche Bed is but Jytill^, 
and men clepen l^em Loyres. And whan men 
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£aftcn hem in to the Watre, anon thei bringe 
jup gret Fiflches, als manye as men wold. And 
zif men wil have mo, thei cafl: hem in azen, 
^nd thei bryngen up als many as men lift to 
have. 

And fro that Cytee, paflynge many ioar- 
xieyes, is another Cy tee, on of the gretteft of 
the World, tha^ men clepen ^ Caffay ; that i$ 
to feyne the Cy tee of Hevene. That Cy tec 
is wel a 5*0 Myle aboute, and it is (Irongliche 
cnhabytcd with peplc, in fb moche that in 
on Houfe men maken 10 Houfholdes. In that 
Cytee ben ix princypalle Zates; and beforp 
every Zate, a 3 Myle or a 4 Myle in lengthe^ 
is a gret Toun, or a gret Cytee. That Cy tec 
fytt upon a gret Lake on the See ; as dotfae 
Venyfe. And in that Cytee ben mo than 
ixoooBrigges: and upon every Brigge, ben 
flronge Toures and gode ; in the whiche duel- 
Icn the Wardeynes, for to kepen the Cytee 
fro the gret Cane. And on that o part of the 
Cytee, rennethe a gret Ry vere alle along the 
Cytee. And there duellen Criftene men, and 
many Marchauntes and other folk of dy verfe 
Nacyouns : be caufe that the Lond is fo gode 
and fo plentifous. And there growethe folic 
gode Wyn, that men clepen Bigon, that js. 

lUD 
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folic myghty and gcntyllc in drynkynge. This 
is a Cytce ryallc, wh»e the Kyng oi Money 
was wont to daelle : and' there duellcn many 
religious men, as it were of the ordre of 
Freres : for thei ben Mendyfaantes. 

From that Cytee, men gon be Watre, fb- 
lacynge and difportynge hem, tille thei come 
to an Abbey of Monkes, that is fafte bye, 
that ben gode reh'gious men, after here Fey the 
and Lawc, In that Abbey e is a gret Gardyn 
and a fair, where ben many Trees of dyverfe 
manere of Fnitcs : and in this Gardyn, is a ly- 
tille Hille, fulle of delegable Trees. In that 
Hille and in that Gardyn, ben many dyverfe 
Beftes, as of Apes, Marmozettes, Babewynes, 
and many other dyverfe Beftes. And every 
daiy, whan the Covent of this Abbeye hatbc 
eten, the Awmener let here the releef to the 
Gardyn, and he fmycethe on the Gardyn Zate 
with a Clyket of Sylver, that he holdethe in 
his bond, and anon alle the Beftes of the Hille 
and of dyverfe places of the Gardyn, comen 
out, a 3000 or a 4000 ; and thei comeu in gyfe 
of pore men : and men zevcn hem the releef^ 
in faire VefTelles of Sylver, clene over gylt. 
And whan thei ban eten, the Monk fmytethe 
eft f ones on the Gardyn Zate with the Clyket; 
and than anon alle the Beftes retornen azen 

tQ 
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to here places, that thei come fro. And the! 
feyov that theife Beftes bea Soules of worthi 
men, that reiemblen in lyknefle of the Befte^ 
that ben faire : and ||herfore thei zeve hem 
mere, for the love of God. And the other 
Belles thaf ben fou|e, they (cyn, ben Sonles 
of pore men and of rude Comouns. And thus 
thei beleeven, and no man may parte hem 
out of this opynyoun. Theife Belles abovc- 
feyd, thei let taken, whan thei ben zooge, 
and norifTchen hem fo with Almefle ; als ma- 
nye, as thei may fynde. And I asked hem^ 
zif it had not'ben better, to have zoven that 
releef to pore men, rathere than to the Belles. 
And thei anfwerde me and feyde, that thei 
hadde no pore men amonges hem, in that 
Contree: and thoughe it had ben lb, that 
pore men had ben among hem, zit were ic 
gretter Almeflc, to zeven it to tho Soules^ 
chat don there here Penance. Manye other 
Marveylies ben in that Cytee and in the Con- 
tree there aboure, that were to long to telle 
zou. 

Fro that Cytee, go men be the Contree a 6 
iourneyes, to another Cytee, that men clepea 
o Chilenfo : of the whiche Cytee, the Walles 

o Chelofo, L. X. Chifolo^ L. 2. TyiMfi, L. 3, 4. Cbyhtm, 
*^» i> i» 3» 4* 
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ben xo Myle aboute. In that Cycee ben 60 
Briggcs of StoD, ib faire, that no roan may 
fee fairere. In that Cy tee was the firfle S^e 
of the Kyng of Money ^or it is a fair Cy tee, 
and plenteevous of alle uodes. 

Aftre paflTe men oveithwart a gret Ry verc, 
that men clepen 7)alay : and that is the gret- 
tdl Ry vere of Freflche Water, that is in the 
World. For there, as it is moft narow> it is 
more than 4 Myle of brede. And thanne en- 
tren men azen in to the Lond of the grete 
Chane. That Ry vere gothe rhorghe the Lond 
of ^igmaus : where that the folk ben of li- 
tylle Stature, that ben but 3 Span long P : and 
thei ben right faire and gentyile, aftre here 
quantytees, bothe the Men and. the Wom- 
men. And thei oiaryen hem, whan thei ben 
half Zere of Age, and getcn Children. And 
thei lyven not, but 6 Zcer or 7 at the mode. 
And he that lyvethe 8 Zeer, men holden 
him there righte paflTynge old. Theife men 
^n th? befte worcheres of Gold, Sy Iver, Co- 
toun, Sylk, and of alie fiiche thinges, of 

P Plin. 7. 1. Supra hos^ {i'trca Tontem Gan^^is] extremd in 
pAft9 JSiontium^ Spithamii Pyj^mu narrantur, ternas Sfithamas 
Ungitudine, hoc efi, ternos doJrantes non excedentes — g^w ^ 
(SSruihus infifiari Homerus auoque prodidit. Fama eft^ injidenffs 
arietum caprarumque do^Jts, armatos fagittis^ Veris temp^tp 
nnivfrfi agmine ad mare 4'fcpndirey c ova ^Hilf>f^^^ ear urn alitmn 
§onfumere. 
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ony other, that be in the World. And thci 
han often tymes Werre with the Briddes of 
the Contree, that thei taken and eten. This 
liryllc folk nouther labouren in Londes ne in 
Vynes. But thei han grete men amonges hem, 
of oure Stature, that tylen the Lond, and la* 
bouren amonges the Vynes for hem. And of 
tho men of oure Stature, han thei als grete 
skorne and wondre, as we wolde have among 
us of Geauutes, zif thei weren amonges us. 
There is a godc Cytce, amonges othere, 
where there is duellynge gret plentee of tho 
lytylle folk : And it is a gret Cytee and a 
fair ; and the men ben grete, that duellen 
amonges hem: but whan thei geten ony 
Children, thei ben als litylle as the Pygmeyes : 
and t her fore thei ben alle, for the mode parr, 
alle Pygmeyes ; for the Nature of the Lond 
is fuche. The grete Cane let kcpe this Cy- 
tee fuUe wel : for it is his. And alle be it, 
that the Pygmeyes ben lytylle, zit thei ben 
fulie rcfbnable, aftre here Age, and conuea 
bothen ^ Wy tt and gode and malice, y now. 

Fro that Cytee, gon men be the Contree^ 
be many Cytees and many Townes, onto a 
Cytee, that men clepen Jamchaj : and it i^ 
a noble Cytee and a riche, and of gret pA>- 

4 Sc'mnt fyfficintter Bpnum v Malmmp L. 
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ftte to the Lord: and thidre g6 men to fcchen 
Marchandiie of alle mancre of thing. That 
Cytec is folic mocht worthc zerly to the 
Lord of the Contrcc. For he hathc every 
Zere to rente of that Cytee (as thei of the 
Cytec fcyn) 5*0000 Cumantz of Floreyns of 
Gold : for thei cowoten there alle be Cu- 
nanz : and erery Cumant is ibooo Floryns 
of Gold. Now may men tvel rekene, how 
moche that it amouRtethe. The Kyng of that 
Contrce is foUe myghty.: and zit he is undre 
the gretc Cane. And the gret Cane hathc 
undre him ix fnche Provynccs. In that Con- 
tree, in the gode Townes, is a gode Cuftom. 
For whoio wiUe make a Fefte to ony of his 
Frendes, there ben certeyn Innes in every 
gode Toun ; and he that wil make the Feflc^ 
wil fcyc to the Hoftcllere, Arrayc for me^ 
to morwe, a gode Dyner, for fo many folk ; 
and tellethe him the nombre ; and devyfethe 
him the Viaundes : and he feythe alio. Thus 
moche I will difpende, and no more. And 
anon the Hoftellere arrayethe for him, fb faire 
and fo wel and fo honeftly, that ther fchallc 
lakke no thing. And it fchallc be don fonnere,* 
and with lade coil, than, and a man made it 
in bis owne Hous. 

And 
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And a s Mylc fro that Cytce, toward the 
Hed of the Ry vcrc of 7)4/^^ is another Cy- 
tee, that men clepen Menke. In that Cy tee 
\s ftrong Navye of Schippes ; and alle ben 
white as Snow, of the kynde of the Trees, 
that thei ben made ofle; And thei ben ibUe 
grete Schippes, and. faire^ and wel ordeyned^ 
and made with Halles and Chambres, and o- 
ther eyfementes as thoughe it were on the 
Lond. 

Fro thens go men be many Townes and 
many Cytees^ thoighe the Contree, unto a 
Cytee, that men < clepen LMitetyne: and it is 
an 8 iourney es fro the Cy tee abovefeyd. This 
Cytee fitt npon a faireRyvere, gret and brood, 
that men clepen Car amor on. This Ry vere 
paflethe thorghe out Cathay: and it dothe 
often tyme harm, and that foUe gret, whan 
it is over gret. 
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Cap. XX. 

Of the grete Chane of Cb^ay. Of the 
Riakee of his PalaySy and how he 
Jttt. at Mete j and of the grete mm- 
hre of Officer esy that f erven hym. 

/^ HA TAT is a gret Con tree and a fair, 
^ noble and richc, and ftdlc of Marchaontes. 
Thidre gon Marchaundes alie Zeres, for to 
fechen Spices and alle manere of Marcban- 
difes, more comouniy than in ony other 
partye. And zee fcholle undirftonde, that 
Marchaundes, that comen fro Gene or fro Ve- 
nyfi or fro Romanyey or other partyes of 
Lombardyey thei gon be See and be Londe 1 1 
Monethes, or ix, or more fum tyme, or thei 
may come to the Yle of Cathay ^ that is the 
princypalleRegyoan of alle partyes bezonde; 
and it is of the grete Cane. 

Fro Cathay go men toward the Eft, be ma- 
ny iomeyes : and than men fynden a gode 
Cytee, betwene theife othere, that men clepen 
« Sugarmago. That Cytec is on of the bcfte 

f Thus theFr««cj&; but the I4»»MSS. have it, EugArmago. 
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llored of Sylk and other Marchaodifes, that 
is in the World. Aftre go men zic to ano- 
ther old Cytee, toward the Eft : and it is in 
the Provynce of Cathay. And befydc that 
Cytec, the men of Tartarye han let make 
another Cyteey that is clept Cay don ; and it 
hathe ix Zates : and betwene the two Zatesb 
there is allc weys a gret Mylc ; fo that the 
a Cytees that is to feyne, the olde and the 
newe, han in circuyt more than xo Myle. In 
this Cytee is the Sege of the gretc Cane in a 
flille gret Palays, and the moft paflynge fair 
in alle the World : of the whiche the Walles 
ben in circuyt more than x Myle : and with- 
in the Walles, it is alle fuUe of other P^ays. 
And in the Gardyn of the grete Palays, thcf § 
is a gret Hitle, upon the whiche there is anor 
ther Palays : and it is the moft fair and the 
moft riche, that ony man may devyfe. An4. 
alle aboute the Palay$ and the Hilie, beiy 
many Trees, bcrynge many dyveric Frates.. 
And alle aboute that Hille, ben Dyches grete 
and depe : and befyde hem, ben grete Vy- 
neres, on that o part and on that other. And 
there is a fulle h\r Brigge to pade over the 
Dyches. And in theife Vyneres, ben fo mar 
ny wylde Gees and Gandres and wylde Dokes 
;^d Swaunes and Heirouns, that it is with 
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ouren nombre. And alle aboute theif^Dycbes 
and Vyneres, is the grcte Gardyn, fulle of 
wylde Belles; fo that, whan the gret Cane 
wil have ony Defport on that, to taken ony 
of the wylde Belles or of the Foules, he wil 
lete chace hem and taken hem at the Wyn- 
dowes, with outen goynge out of his Cham- 
bre. This Palays, where his Segc is, is boche 
gret and pallynge fair. And with in the Pa- 
lays, in the Halle, there ben 24 Pyleres of 
fyn Gold : and alle the Walles ben covered 
with inne, of rede Skynnes of Belles, that 
men clepen Panteres ; that ben faire Belles^ 
and well fmellyng : fo that for the fwetc 
odour of tho Skynnes, non evylle Ayr may 
entre in to the Palays. Tho Skynnes ben als 
rede as Blode ; and thei fchynen fo brighte a- 
zen the Sonne, that unethes no man may be- 
holden hem. And many folk worlchipen tho 
Belles, whan thei meeten hem firlt at Morwc, 
for here gret vertue and for the gode fmelle 
that thei hau ; and tho Skynnes thei preylen 
more than thoughe thei were Plate of fyn 
Gold And in the myddes of this Palays is 
the 3 Mountour for the grete Cane^ that is 
allc wrought of Gold and^ of precyous Stones 
and grete Perles : and at 4 Corneres of the 

■ Jfctnforium, L. Momtaymne^ V. 
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Mountour, beD4Serpentes ofGold: andalle 
aboutc ther is y made large Nettes of Sylk, 
and Gold and grece Perles hangynge alle a- 
boute the Mountour. And undre the Moun- 
tour, ben Condyles of Beverage, that thei 
drynken in the Emperours Court. And be- 
fyde the Condyles, ben many VefTcIlcs of 
Gold, be the whiche, thei that ben of Houfliold, 
drynken at the Condyt. And the Halle of 
the Palays is fulle nobelyche arrayed, and fuUc 
merveylleoufely atyred on alle partyes, in alle 
thinges, that men apparayle with ony Halle. 
And firft, at the chief of the Halle, is the 
Emperours Throne, fulle highe, where he lytr 
tethe at the Mete : and that is of fyn prccy- 
oufe Stones, bordured alle aboute with pured 
Gold and precyous Stones and grete Perles. 
And the Grees, that he gothe up to the Ta- 
ble, ben of precyous Stones, medled with 
Gold. And at the left lyde of the Erope- 
routes S^e, is the Sege of his firfte Wif, o 
degree lowere than the Emperour : and it is 
of Jafpere, bordured with Gold and precioufe 
Stones. And the Sege of his leconde Wif is 
alio another Sege, more lowere than bis firfte 
Wif: and it is alfo of Jafpere, bordured with 
Gold, as that other is. And the Sege of the 
chridde Wif is alio more lowe, be a Degree^ 
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than the fecoodc Wif. Fot he'hathe alwcys 
3 Wifcs with him, where that evcre he be. 
And aftre his Wyfcs, on the iamc iydc, fy tten 
the Ladycs of his Lynagc, zit lowerc, aftrc 
that thei beo of Eflate. And alle tho that 
ben maryed, han a Countrefete, made lyche a 
mannes foot, upon here Hedes, a cubyte long, 
alle wrought with grcte Perles, fyne and ory* 
enr, and aboven, made with Pecokes Fcdres 
and of other Ichynynge Fedres ; and that (lone 
upon hcrcHedcs, Jykc a Crcft, in tokenc that 
thei ben undre mannes fore and uudrc lub^ 
icdioun of Man. And thei that ben unma- 
ryed, han none liiche. And aftre, at the right 
fyde of the Emperour, firft fyttethe his eldeft 
Sone, that fchalle regne aftre him : and he 
fyttethe alfo o Degree low ere than the Em- 
perour, in fuche manere of Segcs, as don the 
Emperefles. And aftre him, fytten other 
grete Lordcs of his Lynagc, every of hem a 
Degree lowere than other, as thei ben of 
Eftate. And the Emperoiu: hathe his Table 
allone be him felf, that is of Gold and of pre- 
cious Stones, or of Criftallc, bordur^d with 
Gold, and fijUc of precious Stones or of A- 
msityfics or of Lignuj^Joesy that comethe out 
of Taradysy or of Ivory, bounden or bor- 
dured with Gold. And every chc of his Wy fes 
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hathe alfo hire Tabic be hire fdf. And his 
elded SoDC) and the other Lordes alio, and 
the Ladyes, and alle that fitten with theEm- 
perour, han Tables allone be hem felf, fulle 
riche. And there nys no Table, but that it 
is worthc an huge Trefbur of Gode. And 
undre the Emperoures Table, fitten 4 Clerkes, 
that writen alle, that the Emperour feythc ; 
be it good, be it cvylle. For alle that he 
fey the, mode ben holden : for he may not 
chaungen his Word, ne revoke it. At grerc 
Iblempne Feftes, before the Emperoures Ta- 
ble, men bryngen gretc Tables of Gold, and 
there on ben Pecokes of Gold, and many o- 
ther maner of dyverfe foules, alle of Gold, 
and richely wrought and enameled ; and men 
maken hem dauncen and fyngen, clappynge 
hercWenges to gyderejand maken gret noyfe: 
and where it be by Craft or be Nygromancye, 
I wot nere ; but it is a gode fight to beholde, 
and a fair : and it is gret marvayle how it 
may be. But I have the lafle marvaylle, be 
caufe that thei ben the mode fotyle men in 
alle Sciences and in alle Craftes, that ben in 
the World. For of fotyltee and of Malice and 
of fercadynge, thei paden alle men undre 
Hevene. And therfore thei feyn hem felf, 
that thei feen with x Eyen; and theCridene 
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men fee but with on : be caiiie chat tbei ben 
more fotyUc than tbei. For alle other Naci- 
ouns, tbei (cyo, ben but blynde in conyoge 
aod worchynge, in comparilbun to heoL I 
did gret bcfynefle, for to have lerned that. 
Craft : but the Maifire tolde me, that he had 
made a vow to bis God, to teche it to no 
Creature, but only to his eldefte Sone. Alio 
above the Emperours Table and the othcrc 
Tables, and aboven a gret parde in the Hail^ 
is a Vyne, made of fyn Gold : and it fpred- 
ethe alle aboute the Halle ; and it hath ma- 
ny Cluftres of Grapes, ibmme white, some 
grene, sQme zalowe and some rede and some 
blake, alle of precious Stones : the white ben 
of Criftalle and of Bcrylle and of Iris ; the 
zalowe ben of Topazes ; the rede ben of Ra- 
bies, and of Grenaz and of Alabraundynes ; 
the grene ben of Emeraudes, of Perydos aod 
of Crifblytes ; and the blake ben of Onichez 
andGarantez. And thei ben alle (b propurlyche 
made, that it fcmethe a verry Vyne, berynge 
kyndcly Grapes. And before the Emperoores 
Table, (londen greteLordes, and richeBarouns 
and othere, that fcrven the Emperour at the 
Mere. And no man is fb hardy, to fpeke a 
word, but zif the Emperour (peke to him ; 
but zif it be Mynftrelles, that fyngen Songes, 
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and tellen Geftcs or other defpoites, to fb- 
lace with the Emperour. And alle the Vef* 
fellc, that men ben (erved with, in the Halle 
Of in ChambreSy ben of precious Stones; and 
Ipecially at gretc Tables ; outher of Jafprc- 
or of Criftalle or of Amatyfiez or of fyn Gold. 
And the Cuppes ben of Emeraudez and of Sa<> 
phires or of Topazes, of Perydoz, and of 
many other precyoufe Stones, Veflelle of 
Sylver is there non : for thei telle no prys 
there of, to make no VefTelle offc : but thei 
maken ther of Grecynges and Pileres and Paw* 
mentes, to Halles and Chambres. And be- 
fore the Halle Dore, ftonden manyeBaronnes, 
and Knyghtes clene armed, to kepe that no 
man entre, but zif it be the wille or the Cd- 
mandement of the Emperour, or but zif thei 
ben Servauntes or M y nflralle of the Houihold : 
and other non is not lb hardy, to neighen ny c 
the Halle Dore. 

And zee fchulle undirflonde, that my Fe- 
lawes and I, with oure Zomen, we fervedeo 
this Emperour, and weren his Soudyoures, is 
Monethes, azenft the Kyng of Mancy^ that 
held Werre azenft him. And the caufe was, 
for we hadden gret luft to lee his NoblelTe 
and the Eftat of his Court and alle his Go- 
vernance, to wite zif it were liicfae, as wee 
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herde feye, that it was. And trcoly, we fond 
it more noble and more excellent and riccberc 
and more maryeyllouSi than ever we herde 
Ipeke ofFe ; in fo moche, that we wolde ne« 
ver ban leved ir^ had wee not ieen it. For 
I trowe, that no man wolde beleve the No* 
blefTe, the riccbeffe) ne the multytude of folk 
that ben in his Court, but he had feen it. 
For it is not there, as it is here. For the 
Lordes here hao folk of certeyn nombre, als 
thei may luffife : but the grete Chane bathe 
every day folke at his Collages and Expenfes, 
as with outen nombre. But the Ordynance, 
ne the expenfes in mete and drynk, ne the 
honeftee ne the clennefle, is not fo arrayed 
there, as it is here : for alle theComouns there 
eten withouten Clothe upon here knees; and 
thei eten alle maner of FlefTch^ and litylie 
of Bred. And aftre Mete, thei wypen here 
Hondes upon here Skyrtes : and thei eten 
not but ones a day. But the Eftat of Lordes 
is fuUe gret and riche and noble. And alle 
be if, that iiim men wil not trow me ; bat 
holden it for Fable, to teUe hem the Noblefle 
of his perfbne and of his Eftace and of hts 
Court and of the gret muky tude of folk, that 
he holt, natheles I fchalle (eye zou, a partye 
of ban and of bis folks aftre that I hava ieen, 
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the maoere and the ordy nance, fiille many 
a tyme. And whofo that wole, may leve 
me> zif he wille; and who Co wille nor, may 
chufe. For I wot wel, zif ony man hathe 
ben in tho Contrees bezonde, thoughe he have 
not ben in the place, where the grete Chane 
dieUethe, he :A:halle here fpeke of him fo 
meche merveyloufe thing, that he (challe not 
trowe it lightly : and treuly, no more did I 
my felf, til I faaghe it. And tho that han 
ben in tho Contrees and in the gret Cants 
Hoafhold, knowen wel, that I (eye fothe. 
And tberfore I wille not ipare, for hem that 
knowe not, ne beleye not, but that that thei 
(een, for to telle zoa a partie of him and of 
his eftate, that he holt, whan he gothe from 
Contree to Contree^ and Whan he makethc 
(blempne Fcftes. 
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Cap. XXL 

Wherefore he is clept the grete Chane. 
Of the Style of his Lettres, and of 
the Superfcripcioun abowten his grete 
Se alley and his pryvee Sealle. 

m 

FIRST I fchalle feyc zou, whi he was 
clept the gret C/^ane. Zee fchulle un- 
dirftondc, that allc the World was deftroyed 
be Noe^ Flood, faf only Noe and his Wif and 
his Children. Noe had 3 Sones, Semi Cham 
and Jafhethe. This Cham was he that faughe 
his Fadres prevy membrcs naked, whan he 
(lepte, and fcorned hem and (chewed hem 
with his finger, to his Brethren, in fcornynge - 
wife : and ther fore he was curfed of "God. 
And Jafhethe turned his face away, and co- 
vered hem- Theife 3 Bretheren had Cefbun 
in alle the Lond : and this Cham^ for his era- 
eltee, toke the gretter and the befte partie, 
toward the Eft, that is clept AJye : and Sem 
toke Afryk: and Jafhethe toke Europe. 
And therfore is alle the Erthe departed in 
theife 3 parties, be theife 3 Bretheren. Cham 
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WAS the greeted, and the mod myghty : and 
of him camen mo generaciouns, than of the 
othere. And of his Sone Cbu/cj was engen- 
dred Nembrotbe the Geaunt, that was the 
firfte Kyng, that ever was in the World : and 
he bqgan the fbundacioti of the Tour of Ba- 
byloyne. And that tyme, the Fendes of Helle 
camen many tymes, and leyen with the WS- 
men of his Generacioun, and engendred on 
hem dy verfe folk, as Monflres, and folk dif^ 
figured, sOme with oaten Hedes, sQme with 
grete Eres, sfime with on Eye, stime Ge- 
auntes, fiim with * Hors feet, and many other . 
dy verfe fchapp, azenfl kynde. And of that 
Generacioun of Cbam^ ben comen the y^jy- 
nemes^ and dyverfc folk, that ben in Yles of 
the See, be alle Tnde. And for als moche as 
he was the mode myghty, and no man 
myghte withflonde him, he cleped him felf 
the Sone of God, and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And for this Qham^ this Emperoor 
depeth him Chatn and Sovereyn of aUe the 
World. And of the Generacioun oiSemj ben 
comen the Sarrazines. And of the Gene- 
lacioun of J»fbetbe, is comen the pcpic of 
IfraeL And thonghe that wee duellen in En- 

• Plin. L. 4. C. 13. AlU IbtfuU Ptntt] in ^hu iMunit U- 
dtbus htmnts MMffontwr, Hifftfidtt apfelUti. 
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rofCj this is the opynyoun, that the Syry- 
enes and r^itSamaritanes han amonges bem; 
aod that thei told me, before that I wente 
toward Tnde : but I fond it otberwife. Na- 
theles the Sothe is this, that Tartatynes and 
thet that duellen in the ff^^jfjyey thei camen 
of Cham. But the Emperour of Cathay clep- 
eth him not Cbamy but Can : and I fchalle 
telle zou how. It is bat litylle more but 8 
fcore XctVy that alle Tartarye was in fob* 
iedlioun and in lerv^e to othere nacyouns 
abouten : for thei weren but beftyalie folk^ 
and diden no thing but kepten Belles^ and lad 
hem to Paihires. Bat among hem, thei had- 
den 7 princypalle Nacyouns, that weren So* 
veraynes of hem alle : of the whiche^ the 
firfle Nacyoun or Lynage was ckpt Tartar ; 
and that is the moft noble and the mode 
preyled. The feconde Lyn^e is dept Tang- 
b&$ ; the thridde Euracbe ; the 4 Valair \ 
the s Semecbe ; the 6 Megly\ the 7 Coboghe. 
Now befelie it fo, that of the firde Lynage, 
iiicceeded an old worthi man, that was not 
riche, that badde to name Cbangnys. This 
man lay upon a nyght in his Bed, and be 
fawghe in a Vifioan, that there cam before 
him a Knyght armed alle in white, and he 
fatt upon a white Hors> and ieyd to him. 
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Can^ flcpeftthou? The inmortalle God hache 
fent me to the ; and it is his Wille, that thou 
go to the 7 Lynages, and feye to hem, chat 
thou Ichalt ben here Emperour. For thou 
ichalt cooquere the Loods and the Contrees, 
that ben aboateo : and thei that marchea up- 
on ZfQu, fchuUe ben undre zoure Subieccioun, 
as zee han ben undre hires : for that is Goddes 
Wiile inmortalle. And whan he cam at morwc. 
Chaff guys roos, and wente to the 7 Lynages, 
and tolde hem how the white Knygbt had 
ieyd. And thei Icorned him, and feyden, that 
he was a fool ; «nd io he departed fro hem 
;ille afchamed. And the nyght fewynge, this 
white Knyght cam to the 7 Lynages, and 
commaunded hem, on Goddes behalvc in* 
mortalle, that thei fchoUe make this Chat^ 
guys here Emperour ; and thei fcholdc ben 
out of fubieccioun ; and thei fcholde holden 
alle other Regiounes aboute hem in here fer- 
vage, as thei had ben to hem beforn. And oa 
the Morwe, thei chofen him to ben here Em- 
perour : and thei fetten him upon a blak Fer« 
tre ; and aftre that, thei liften him up with 
gret folempnytec^ and thei fetten him in a 
Chayer of Gold, and dideo hym alle maner of 
Reverence; and thei cleped him C&mt, as the 
white Knyght called him. Aod whan he was 
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thus chofen, he wolde aflayen, zif he myghte 
trod in hem or non, and whether chei wolde 
ben obeyflant to him or non. And channe 
he made many Statutes and Ordynances^ that 
thei depen Tfya Chan. The firft Statute was, 
that thei fcholde beleeven and obeyen in God 
inmortalle, that is allemyghty, that wolde 
caften hem our of fervage ; and at alle tymes 
clepe to him for help, in tyme of nede. The 
tother Statute was^ that alle maner of men 
that myghte beren Armes, fcholden ben nom- 
bred : and to every lo fcholde ben a Mayftre, 
and to every loo a Mayftre, and to every 
I GOO a Mayftre, and to every loooo a May- 
ftre. Aftre he cdmanded to the Princypales 
of the 7 Lynages, that thei fcholde leven and 
ibrfaken alle that thei hadden in Codes and 
Herit^e ; and fro thens forthe to holden hem 
payd, of that that he wolde zeve hem of his 
Grace. And thei diden fb anon. Aftre he 
comanded to the Princypales of the 7Lynages9 
that every of hem fcholde brynge his eldefl 
Sone befoi'e him, and with here owne handes 
iinytcn of here Hedes, with outen taryenge. 
And anon his Cdmandement was performed. 
And whan the Cbane faghe, that thei made 
non obdacle to performen his Cdmandement, 
thannc he thoughte wel, that he myghte truften 
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in hem, and cSmanded hem anon to make 
hem redy, and to iewen his Banere. And 
afcre this, Chane putt in fubieccioun alle the 
Londes aboute him. Aftreward it befelie up* 
on a day, that the Cane rood with a fewe 
Meynee, for to beholde the ftrengthe of the 
Contree, that he had wonnen : and fo befelie, 
that a gret multy tude of his Enemyes mecten 
with him ; and for to zeven gode eufampic 
of hardynefTe co his peeple, he was the fiHle 
that faughte, and in the myddes of his Ene- 
myes encountred ; and there he was caft from 
his Hors, and his Hors flayn. And whan his 
folk faughe him at the Erthe, thei weren alle 
abaflcht, and wenden he had ben ded, and 
flowen every ch one; and hire Enemyes aftre, 
^nd chaced hem : but thei wifte not, that the 
Emperour was thjere. And whan thei weren 
comen azen fro the Chace, thei wenten and 
foughten the Wodes, zif ony of hem had ben 
hid in the thikke of the Wodes : and many c 
thei founden and flowen hem anon. So it 
happend, that as thei wenten ferchinge, toward 
the place that the Emperour was, thei faughe 
an Owle fittyi^e upon a Tree aboven hym ; 
and than thei feyden amonges hem, that there 
was no man, be caufe that thei faughe that 
Brid there : and fo thei wenten hire wey ; 
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and thus eicaped the Emperoar from Dethc. 
And thannc he wcnte prevylly, alle be nygbte^ 
tille he cam to his folk, that weren folle glad 
of his comynge, and maden grete thankynges 
to God inmortalle, and to that Bryd, be whom 
here Lord was faved. And thcrfore princy- 
pally aboven alle Foules of World, thci wor- 
fchipen the Owle : and whan thei ban ony of 
here Fedres, thei kepen hem fulle precyoufly, 
in ftede of Relykes, and beren hem upon here 
Hedes with gret reverence : and thei holden 
hem felf blefled, and faf from alle periles, 
while that thei ban hem upon hem ; and ther- 
fore thci beren here Fedres upon here Hedes. 
Aftre alle this the Cane ordeyncd him, and 
aiTembled his peple, and wente upon hem that 
hadden afTayled hym before, and deflroyed 
hem, and put hem in fubieccioun and fervage. 
And whan he had wonne and putt allc the 
Londes and Contrees, on this half the Mount 
Belyan^ in fubieccioun, the whyte Knyght cam 
to him azen in his fleep, and feyde to him, 
Chan^ the Wille of God inmortalle is, that 
thou pafle the Mount Belyan ; and thou fchalt 
Wynne the Lond, and thou Ichalt putren ma« 
liy Nacyouns in fubieccioun : and for thou 
fchalt fynde no gode paflage for to go to^ 
ward that Contree, go to the Mount Belyan^ 
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iiiat is upon the See, and knele there 9 tymes 
toward the Eft, in the Worfchipc of God in- 
mortalle ; and he fchal fchewe the Weye to 
pafle by. And the Chane dide fb. And anon 
the See, that touched and was faft to the 
Mount, began to withdrawe him, and fchew- 
ed fair weye of 9 fote brede large ; and fb he 
paflfed with his folk, and Wan the Lond of 
CMh^f that is the gretteft Kyngdom of the 
World. And for the 9 Knelynges, and for 
the 9 fbte of Weye^ the Chane and alle the 
men of Tartarye han the nombre of 9 in gret 
reverence. Afad tber^re Who tliat Wole make 
the Chatie ony prefent, be it of Hors, be it 
of Bryddes^ or of Arw6s, or Bowes, or ftf 
Frme, or of ony other thing, aiweys he moft 
make ic of the noniibre of 9. And fb thanne 
ben tfte prefentes of grectere plefance to him, 
and idore benygnely he wil reiceyven hem, 
than though be were prefented with an 100 
dr 200. For byili fenaethe the bon^re of 9 
fi> holy, be caufe the Meflagre of God inmor- 
talk devtfed it. Atfb whan the Chane of Cd- 
thttf bsdde wonikn the Contree of Cathay ^ 
and put in fubieccioun and undre fete many 
CcMrees aboucen, be (elle feek. And wfaatt 
be feke wel, that he fcholdc dye, he feyde to 
his 12 Sones^ that everyche of bcm fcholde 
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brynge him on of his Arcwcs ; and fb thci 
diden anon. And thanne he comanded, that 
men fcholde bynden hem to gedre, in 3 places ; 
and than he toke hem to his eldeft Sone, and 
bad him breke hem alle to gedre. And he 
enforced hem with alle his myght to breken 
hem : but he ne myghte not. And than the 
Chane bad his ieconde ibne to breke hem ; 
and fo fchortly to alle, eche aftre other : bat 
non of hem myght breke hem. And than he 
bad the Zongeft Sone diflcvere everyche from 
other, and breken everyche be him ielf : and 
fb he dide. And than leyde the Chane to his 
eldeft Sone, and to alle the othere, Wherfbre 
myght zee not breke hem? And thei an- 
fwereden, that thei myght not, be caufe that 
thci weren boundcn to gydre. And wherfore, 
quothe he, hathe zoure litylle zongeft Bro- 
ther broken hem ? Becaufe, quothe thei, that 
thci weren departed eche from other. And 
thanne feyde the Chane^ My Sones, quoth 
he, treuly thus wil it faren be zou. For als 
longe as zee ben boundcn to gedere, in 3 
places, that is to feyne, in Love, in Trouthe 
and in gode Accord, no man ichallc ben of 
powere to greve zou : but and zee ben diflc- 
vered fro theife 3 places, that zoure on helpe 
not zoure other, zee fchulle be deftroyed and 

brought 
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brought to nought : and zif eche of zou love 
other, and hclpc otherc,* zee (chulle be Lordes 
and Sovereynes of alle othere. And whan he 
hadde nciade his Ordy nances, he dyed. And 
thanne after hym, regned ^ Ecchecha Cane 
his eldefl: Sone. And his othere Bretheren 
wenten to wynnen hem many Contrees and 
Kyngdomes, unto the Lond of Truyffe and 
o{RoJ[yey and made hem to ben deped Chane: 
but thei weren alle obeyfTant to hire eldre 
Brother; and therfbre was he clept grete 
Chane, Aftre Ecchecha^ regned ^ Guyo Chane : 
And aftre him, "=■ Mango Chan, that was a 
godeCriftene man, and baptized, and zaf Let- 
tres of perpetuelle pes to alle Criftene men, 
and fente his Brother Halaan with gret mul* 
tytude of folk, for to wynnen the Holy Lond, 
and for to put it in to Criftene mennes hondes, 
and for to deftroye Machametes Lawe, and 
for to take the Calyphee of Baldak, that was 
Emperour and Lord of alle the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, ^ men 
fowndea him of (b highe worfchipe, that in 
alle the remenant of the World, ne myghte a 

^Chicoto^ £• I. Cythdtiff E. i. Ciihofe, £ 3. Cyihccc, £.4. 
Eccoeha, F. I. Eth^ha^ F. i. OiUthan^ L. i,i. Ocb9t§f L. 3,4. 
b CfUM, L. I9 1. Gmcsn^ L. 3, 4. 
c Mapms^ L. I9 2. 
^J^venfrmUmdximdmcp^mThefoMridfMdiiNmf h* 

T X Man 
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^ worfchifx^. A^d th^fi IfaJ[^fi» m^' bi^ft 
come before bio?, ^«<^ ieyd;^ tp> hymy WKy« 
^^ih he, h^e^ tbow 9Pt c^ea witb t|M 
gipiSpw4yome$> afid sae^ y a^we, fot a lyciUjqi 
^oa^Ltycef ^ ti^tf^fQWr, foi to 4^^9de tfce aii4 

lypfepe ?«twer4 hm>, ^.^P k^ wH tww^dfi* 

ti^ h^ ba^e y 90.we- of hi^ QwnQ p^ofMiq 
ssfa. Aw) »^D fty^ -^WlV^i^k Thou. w^W 

as. a. 6q4 Qf t^if^ <^'?-iSf^<fi -^ 4s4 it is cot^v^;^ 

ijiyent sq. 4 Qe4>. ^ ««. bo ft^^te^ iih:«. ii; 
Qiortalle ;, an4 iJ^foM: \h<m fc.ball «of fW^ 
bm pre^y w* Stffi^JS, wbe- f «ft^ ap4 T^h 
Cqiif«^tb«i;t]^Qij^%c.(!^<a<9^.]^. Ap4ttehQ; 
cowp4<4 1|H» t» P)i^«iW> i«n3. ^ his Ht^ 
fq^ffi. Jiljoms htfp.;; «|i4 for h<f 4y/©4 §>« HwgiSi 
^ Thfi^ Aa4 ^twi 9^«> tbi% Miifitk 

wm ^. tb(^^<>Q4 of '^nmsJhtms ^ed pu;i<^ 

it i^ tQ. Qriftcoe- «ieff{iejs ^.9n4«!;i^ Qik tbd 
gr^tc C/^<«x^; Ivs, BfDtijfii; 4jjr«4e s w4 ^ WdA 

A^^ 4%^9. Q^ i^«4 C^>i« Ci&4iu 

that was alfo a Criftene man :. apd he rcgijecje 
^ ZecE^. j^^ fo4n4e4iibe.grci;eCycec 'Issong^ 
in Cathay, that is a gKt del more xkix^Ifxim. 

The 
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The tother gret Chancj that cam aftrc him, 
becam a Payiieiiiei abd alle the (other aftre 
him. 

The Kyngdott! of Cdthay is the gretteft 
Reme of the World. And aJfo the gret ChoK 
is the mod myghry Emperour of the World, 
dtid the gretted Lord undre the Firmament ; 
and (b he clepethe him in his Lettres, right 
thus, Chany films ^ei extelfi^ Offmium uni- 
versa Terram tolentium sumus Imperator^ 
($ Dominus omnium ^ominantium. And the 
Lettre of his grete Seel, writen abouten, is 
this, ^eUs sH Celoj Chan fuper Terram^ tjus 
Jbrtitudo. Omnium hominum tmferatarisJS^. 
gillufH. And the SttperTcripcibmi aboute his 
litylle Seel is this, 'Dii Fortitudo omnimi$ 
hminum. Intper Moris Sigillum. And alle 
ht !t that the! hi hot criftned, zit natheles 
the Bitapef otir alid dl6 thtTdrtetykes beleevea 
lu God iflmof tdle. And whan thei wille ma^- 
dicCb otiy man, thannt thti feyn, God know« 
ethe y»tU that I fchalle do the fuche a thing, 
atid (ellcftbe his iVtanace. And thtis have zee 
berd, whi hi i& clept thi; gfetd CAdne. 
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Cap. XXII. 

Of the governance of the grete Chaaes 
Courty and whan he makethe fo^ 
kmpne fefies. Of his Ph'tlofophres. 
And of his Arrowy whan he fidethe 
be the Contre. 

NO W fchallc I telle zou the Governance 
of the Court of the grete Chancj whan 
he makethe (blempne Pedes : and that is prin- 
cipally 4 tymes in the Zeer. The firftcFeftc 
is of his Byrthe : that other is of his prefen- 
tacioun in here Tempie, that thei depenhere 
* Mofeache^ where thei maken a manere of 
Circumcifioun : and the tother x Feftes ben of 
his Ydoles- The firfte Feftc of the Ydole is, 
whan he is firft put in to hire Temple and 
throned. The tother Feftc is, whan the Ydolc 
begynnethe firft to fpeke or to worche Myra- 
cles. Mo ben there not of folempne Feftes, 
but zif he marye ony of his Children. Now 
Vindirftondethe, that at every of thcife Feftes, 

^Mayfeac, L. i, i. Mojfeak, F. i. 

' he 
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he hathe gret multytudc of pcple, well or- 
deyncd and wel arrayed, be thoufandcs, be 

^ hundredes and be tenthes. And every nian 
knowethe wel, what fervyfc he fchalle do. 
And every man zevethe fo gode hede and fb 
godc attendance to his fervyfe, that no man 
fyndethc no defaute. And there ben firft or- 
deyned 4000 Baronues myghty and riche, for 
to governe and to make ordynance for the 

' Feftc, and for to ferve the Emperour. And 
theife folempne Fcftes ben made with outen, 
in Hale^ and Tentes made of Clothes of Gold 
and of Tartaries, fulle nobely. And alle tho 
Baroans han Crounes of Gold upon hire Hedes, 
fulle noble and riche, fulle of precious Stones 
and grete Pedes orycnt. And thei ben alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold or of Tartaries or 
of Camokas, fo richely and fo perfy tly, that 
no man in the World can amenden it, ne bet- 
ter devifen it. And alle thd Robes ben or- 
frayed alle abouten, and dubbed fulle of preci- 
ous Stones and of grete oryent Pedes, folic 
richely. And thei may wel do fo : for Clothes 
of Gold and of Sy Ik ben gretter chep there a 
grct del, than ben Clothes of WoUe. And 
thcife 4000 Barouns ben devifed in 4 Cooi- 
panyes : and every thoufand is clothed m 
(Clothes alle of o colour ; and that fo wd ar- 

T 4 rayed 
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rayed 4nd {o richely, that it is marvcylc to 
beholde. The 6rfte thouiandf ch^t is of Dukes, 
ofEvlcs, ofMarquyfcsandof Amyrallcs, 2^lk 
clothed iq Clothes of GoW, with TyfTeux of ' 
grene Silk» and tstordured with Gold^ folic of 
precioaTe Stones, in mancr as I have ieyd be* 
fore. The fecounde thousand is alle clothed 
in Clothes dyapred of red Silk> all wroughte 
with Gold, and the Oxftayes fett ftillc of 
gret Perl and precious Stoaps^ fiille nobely 
wroughte. The 3 thoufaod is clothed w 
^iotbes of Silk, of Purpre or of TnJe. And 
;hc 4 thoufand is in Clothes of zalow. And 
^Ic hire Clothes ben fo nobely and fo richo* 
\f wroughte with Gold and precious Stones 
%d4 viche Perlies, that zif a np^an of this Coq,* 
ti?ee hadde but only on of hire Robess he 
^ayghtc wel feye, that he fcholde ^evcK be 
por^. For the Gold and the ptecious. Stones 
and the grete oryent Peiles ben of gietter 
v^^, on this half the See, tb^n th^i h?d be- 
yond the $ee, in tho Contrecs. Aod whajci 
tbei bei^ thus apparaylled^ thei gem % atid ^ 
V>gedre, folle oidynAtlybefore the Enfiperour^ 
\jiith outen %eche of ony Wpordp iaf only 
caclynynge to him. And everychc of hem 
berctbe a Tabktt of Jafpere 01 of Ivory ox 
pf Crillalle } and the Myoftralle goynge be- 
fore 
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lore hem, fowoyog here Inftrumcnces of dy- 
yerfe mclodye. Aod whan the ficfte thou* 
land is thus paiTed, and hache made his Moftrc^ 
he wichdrawethe him on that o fyde. And 
than entrethe that other ieconde thouIand^ 
and dothe right foy in the fame manere of ar- 
ray and conteoance, as did the firfte : and af- 
tre the thridde> and than the fourthe ; and 
non of hem fey the not o Word. And at o 
iyde of the Emperours Table, (itten many 
Philofbfres, that ben prcved for wife men, ia 
many dy verfe Scy ences ; as of Aflronomye, 
Nigromancye, Geomancye, Pyromancye, Y- 
dromancye, of Augurye and of many other 
Scyences. And everyche of hem ban before 
hem Aflrolabres of Gold ; fiun Speres, sOme 
the Bray Q Panne of a ded man, sOme Veflelles 
of Gold iiiUe of Gravelle or Soo4 sttme Vef^ 
felks of Gold fuUe of Coles brennynge, sOmc 
Vefifelle of Gold fuUe of Watre and of Wyn 
and of Oyk, and sOme Oriloges of Gold, mad 
flit nobdy and richely wroc^hte, and many 
other maner of Inffaiimentes afore hire Sci- 
ences. And M certeyn houres^ whan hem 
thinkethe time, thei fey n to certeyn Odkcrea^ 
that flonden before hem, ordeynd for the 
tyme, to folfiUe hire c5maiindementes» Alsr 
iefhg Teu, And than feya the Officered, 

Now 
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Now Tees fyftenethe. And aftre that, fcyth 
another of the Philofbphres, Every man do 
Reverence^ and enclyne to the Emferouvy 
that is Goddes Sone and Soverayn Lord of 
alle the World % for now is tyme. And 
thanne every man bowethe his Hed toward 
the Erthe. Andvthanne c5mandethe the fame 
Philofbphre azen, Stondethe uf. And thei 
don fb. And at another hoar, feythe ano* 
thcr Philolbphre, Tuttethe zouri litilk fyn- 
ger in zoure Eres. And anon thei don fo. 
And at another hour, feythe another Philofb- 
phre, Tuttethe zoure Honde before zoure 
Mouthe. And anon thei don fb. A&d at a- 
nother hour, feithe another Philofophre, Tut- 
tetbe zoure Honde upon zoure Hede. And 
aftre that, he byddethe hem to don here bond 
a wey ; and thei don fb. And fb from hour 
to hour, thei c6manden certeyn thinges. And 
thei feyn, that tho thinges han dy verfe figni- 
ficaciouns. And I asked hem prevyly, what 
tho thinges betokened. And on of the Mai- 
ftres told me, that the bowynge of the Hed 
at that hour betokened this, that alle tho that 
boweden here Hedes, fcholden evere more 
aftre ben obeyfTant and trewe to the Empe- 
rour; and nevere fbrziftes, ne for promys 
in no kynde, ben fals ne Traytour unto him 

for 
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for gode oe evy Ue. And the pattynge of the 

licylle fynger in the Ere, betokenethe, as thei 

feyo, that none of hem ne fchalle not here 

fpeke 00 contrarioos thing to the Emperour^ 

hat that he fchalle telle it anon to his Con- 

feille, or dilcovere it to ium men that wille 

make relacioun to tfak: Emperoor ; thooghe he 

were his Fadre or Brother or Sone. And fb 

fbrthe of alle other thinges, that is don be 

die Philofophres, thei tolde me the Caofes of 

many dyverfe thinges. And truftethe righte 

wel in certeyn, that no man dothe no thing 

to the Emperoar, that belongethe unto him^ 

noutherClothinge, neBred, ne Wyn, neBathe^ 

ne non other thingi that longethe to hym^ 

but at certeyn houres, that his Philofophres 

wille devyien. And zif there falle Werre in 

ony fyde to the Emperour, anon the Philolo- 

phres comen, and leyn here ayys aftre hex 

calculadouns, and conieylen the Emperour 

of here avys, be here Iciences ; fb that the 

Emperour dothe no thing with onten here 

cooieille. And whan the Philofophres han 

don and perfburmed here Cdmandementes, 

thanne the Mynflralle begynnen to don here 

Mynflralcye, everyche in hire Inflrumentes, 

eche aftre other, with alle the melodye, that 

thei can devyfe. And whan thei han done a 

gode 
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gode while, on of the Officeres of the Em* 
peroor gothe up on an highe Stage wroughce 
fiille curyoufly» and cryethe aod ieytfae with 
lowde Toys, Maketbe Tees. And than ercry 
man is ililie. And thanne anon aftrci aile 
the Lordes, that ben of the Empefoures Ly« 
nage, nobely arrayed in riche Clothes of GoJd» 
and ryally apparayled on white Stedes, als 
manye as may wel iewen hem at that tyme» 
ben redy to maken here prefentea to the 
Emperour. And than feyche the Sty ward of the 
Coort to the Lordes be name, N. of N. aod 
nempnethe firft the moil enoble and the Worthi- 
eftebename^andfeythe^Bezeeredy wkhfoche 
^ncMnbre of white Hots, for vo ferve tli^ Em* 
peroor, zoore Sovereyn Lord. And to ano^ 
ther Lord, be fey the, N. cfN.ht zee redy 
with fndie a ncmbre, to ferve zoure fbvetey n 
Lord. And to another, r^btib. Andtoalle 
the Lordes of the Emperonres Lyoage, ecbc 
aftre other, as tbei ben of Eflate. And whatx 
tfad ben aUe cleped^ thti entren eche after a- 
ther, aod prefenteDen the white Hers to the 
E fl Ppoour; and than gon bire wcy. And 
than aftre, aUe the other Barotms eyery of 
bcm zeren hem prc&mes^ or JueUc^ or funs 
other thii^» aftre that tbei ben of Edate. And 
than aftre bem, aUe the Prebres of hire Lawe^ 
aQdrcIigioufe men and other ; and every man 

zevcthc 
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Heteche him fom thing. And wbao that alk 
tncfi hux tbos prefeoccd the Empetoor^ die 
gretwft of diguytee of the Prelates zevethe 
hem a Bieflyogebi ieyenge ao Oriioun of hire 
Lawe. And than begyimeii the MynftreUe 
tf> maken hijre Myoftralcye^ in dyreife In- 
ftrumeotes^ with alle the mdodye that the! 
can devyfe. And whan tbci han doo hbre 
crafty than tbei bryngen before the Empe- 
Kmff» Lyonos^ libaird^ aod otbete dyvofe 
Belles ; and Eg^ and Vcmom% and other 
d^ VCI& Fooles ; and Fiflches^ and Serpcntes ; 
for to don hj« reverence. And than cosiea 
JogfilotMrs aod Rn c h anntanres , that don aaoy 
marvayHes : for thei maken to come in the 
Ayr^ the Sonne aod the Mqmv be femyngc^ 
to every maones fight And aftre tbd maken 
the nyght fo dcrk^ that no man may ice no 
thii^. Avd afiae thet maken the Day to come 
asen, hk and pk&nc wick btight Sonne, to 
every manses fight. And than thei biyi^en 
in Dannccs of the fiurefte DamyftUes of the 
Wo>U^ and richcit airayed; And aftre thei 
makeoiM cooKn in, oches DamyfeUes, bryng- 
ynge CoofMS of GoU^ fiillit of Itfy tk of d}n- 
Yttirfc VtctttSj andizevcA dry nke «o Lordes and 
to Ladyes. And than thet make Knyghies 
to^ )o«ftea in Arnes ftdle kifiyly ; and thei 
6 rcnoen 
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rennen to gidre a gret randotun ; and the! 
frafTcheQ to gidere fulle fiercely; and thei 
breken here ^res fo rudely, that the Tton- 
chouns flea in fprotes and peces alle aboute 
the Halle. And than thei make to come in 
huntyngy for theHert and for the Boor, with 
Hoandes rennynge with open Monthe. And 
many other thinges thei don, be craft of hire 
Enchauntementes ; that it is marveyle for to 
fee. And fiiche pleyes of delport thei make, 
til the takynge np of the Boordes. 

This gret Chan hathe fulle gret peple for 
to ferve him, as I have told zou before. Fot 
he hathe of Mynfbralles the Nombre of 13 
Cumanez : but thei abyde not alle weys with 
hym. For alle the Mynfbelle that comen be* 
fore hym, of what nacyoun that thei ben of^ 
thei ben withholden with him, as of his 
Houihold, and entred in his Bokes, as for his 
owne men. And aftre that, where* that evere 
thei gon, ever more thei cleymen for Myn- 
ftralle of the grete Chane : and undre that 
tytle, alle Kynges and Lordes, cheriflchen 
hem the more with Ziftes and alle thing. And 
therefore he hathe fo gret multy tude of heoL 
And he hathe of certeyn men, as thoughe 
thei were Zomen, that kepen Bryddes, as 
Ofb-ycches,Ger&couns, Sparehaakes, Faukons 

gentyls. 
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gcntyls, Lanyeres, Sacres, Sacrettcs, Papyn- 
gayes wel ipekyngc, aod Briddes fyngynge. 
And alfo of wylde Defies, as of OlifauDCz, 
tame and othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marme- 
fecres,. and othere dyverfe Belles ; the moun- 
tance of 15* Cumanez of Zomen. And of 
Phificyens Criflene, he hathe xoo. And of 
Leches, that ben Criflene, he hathe xio. Apd 
of Leches and Phificyens, that ben Sam^ 
zines xo': but he truflcthe more in the Cri« 
flene Leches, than in the Sarazines. And 
his other comoun Houihold is with outen 
nombre : and thei alle han alle neceflaries, and 
alle that hem nedethct of the Emperoures 
Coart. And he hathe in his Court many Ba« 
rouns, as Servy toures, that ben Criflene and 
converted to gode Feythe, be the prechynge 
of religioufe Criflen men, that duellcn with 
him : but there ben manye mo, that wil not^ 
chat men knowen that thei ben Criflene. 

This Emperour may difpenden als moche 
as he wile, with outen eflymacioun. For he 
defpendethe not, ne makethe no Money, but 
of Lether emprented, or of Papyre. And of 
that Money e, is fom of gretter Prys, and fbm 
of lafTe prys, aftre the dy verfitee of his Sea* 
tutes. And whan that Money hathe ronnc 
io longe, that it begynnethe to waile, than 

men 
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men beten it to the Emperoares Trefbiye : 
and dutn thei taken newe Money for the oMe. 
And that Money gothe thorgbe oat alle the 
Contrec, and tborghe oat alle his Provynces. 
For there and bezonde hem, tbei make no 
Money nouther of Gold nor of Sylver. And 
tberfere he may defpende y now^ and oat- 
rageonfly. And of Gold and Sylvtf , that 
men beien in his Contree, he makethe Cy^ 
kiirsy Pylefcs and Paomenres in bis Palay^ 
aad other dyyerie chioges, what bim lykethe. 
This Eo^oor bathe in his Cliambre^ in on 
of the Pyleres of Gold, a Riri»ye and a Char* 
boncle cf half a fbte long, that in the nyght 
ze? etbe fb gret clartee and fchynynge, d^ 
it is ats light as day. And he bathe many o* 
tber piecyoas Scones^ and many other Ra-* 
byes and Cbarboncies : bnt t bo ben the gret^ 
teft TBdd^ the n»fte prccyouSw 

ThTsSmperonr dnellerhe in Somer in a Cy« 
ree, that is toward the Nortbe, tliatiscleped 
Ssdnsi : and there is cold y now. And in 
Wy ntie, he duellethe in a Cy tee^ that is dept 
Cammaleche: and that is an bore Contree. 
Bat the Contree^ where he dodlethe hi moSk 
comonnly, is in Gayda or in Jong^ that is « 
gode Conttee and a tempree, afhe that the 
CoflKtce is thcK i but to men of this Con- 
tree, 
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tree, it were to paflyng hoot. And whaa 
this Empcrour willc ryde from o Contrec to 
another, he ordcy nethe 4 Holies of his folk ; 
of the whichc, the firfte Hood gothe before 
hinif a dayes journey e. For that Hood fchallc 
ben logged the nyght, where the Emperout 
fchalle lygge upon -the Morwe. And there 
ichalle every man have alle maner of Vytaylle 
and neceflaryes^ that ben ncdcfulie, of the 
Emperoures coft^es. And in this firfte Hood 
is the nombrc of poeple 50 Cumaunez; what 
of Hors, what of Fore: of the whiche, eve- 
fy Cumanez amounten to loooo^ as I have told 
zou before. And another Hood gothe in the 
right fyde of the Emperour, nygh half a iour- 
tieyc fro him. And another gothe on the left 
(yde, of him in the fame wife. And in every 
Hood, is as moche mulcy tude of peple, as in 
the firde Hood. And thanne aftre comethe 
the 4 Hood, that is moche more than ony 
of the othere, and that gothe behyndcn him, 
the mountance of a Bowe draught. And eve- 
ry Hood hathe his iourneycs ordeyned in 
certeyn places^ where thei ichuUe be logged 
at nyght : and there thei fchuile have alle, 
that hem nedethe. And zif it befalle, that 
ony of the Hood dye, anon thei putten anp- 
ther in his place 9 ib that the nombr e fchal 

U cvcrc 
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evere more ben hool. And zee (challe undir* 
ftonde, that the Emperour, in his propre per* 
fone, rydethe not as othere gret Lordes doa 
bezonde ; but zif him lifte to go prevyly 
with fewe men, for to ben unknowen. And 
elle he ryct in a Charett with 4 Wheles, upon 
the whiche is made a faire Chambre ; and it 
is made of a certeyn Wode, that comethe out 
oiTaradys terreftre, that men dt^n Lignum 
Aloes^ that the Flodes of Taradys bryBgen 
out at dyverfe cefbuns, as I have told zou 
here beforn. And this Chambre is fulle wel 
fmellynge, be caufe of the Wode, that it is 
made ofle. And alle this Chambre is cover- 
ed with inne of Plate of fyn Gold, dubbed 
with precious Stones and grete Perles. And 
4 Olifauntz and 4 grete ^ Deftreres alle white^ 
and covered with riche covertoures ledyngc 
the Chariot. And 4 or y or 6 of the gretteft 
Lordes ryden aboute this Charyot, fuUe riche* 
ly arrayed and fulle nobely ; fo that no man 
ichalle neyghe the Chary ot, but only tho 
Lordes, but zif that the Emperour calle ony 
man to him, that him lift to fpeke with alle. 
And above the Chambre of this Chariot, that 
the Emperour fittethe inne, ben fett upon a 

^ Dextrarii, L. Dnrnddayrs^ F. i, $ted€s, E, i, i» 3. 
Oxen, £. 4. 
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Perchc 4 or 5* or 6 ^ Gerfacouns ; to that en- 
tente that whan the Emperour feethe ooy 
wylde foul, that he may take it at his owne 
]i(l, and have the defport and the plcy of the 
flight ; firft with on, and aftre with another : 
and fb he takethe his defport pafTynge be the 
Contree. And no man rydethe before him, 
of his Companye ; but alle aftre him. And 
no man dar not come nyghe the Chariot, by 
a Bowe draught, but tho Lordes only, that 
ben aboute him : and alle the Hoofl cometh 
fayrely aftre him, in gret multitude. And alfb 
fuche another Chary ot, with fuchc Hooftes, 
ordeynd and array d, gon with the Emprefle, 
upon another fydc, evcryche be him fcif, with 
4 Hoolles, right as the Emperour dide ; but 
not with lb gret multy tude of peple. And his 
cidefl fone gothe be another weye in another 
Chariot, in the fame manere. So that there 
is betwene hem fo grot multitude of folk, 
that it is marveylc to telle it. And no man 
Icholde trowc the nombre, but he had fecn 
it. And fum tyme it happethc, that whan he 
wil not go fer ; and that it lyke him to have 
the EmperefTe and his Children with him ; 
than thei gon alle to gydere ; and here folk 

U 2 ben 
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bco alle ^ medlcd in fere, and dcvy ded in 4 par- 
tics only. 

And ttt fchulle nndirftonde, than the Em^ 
ptfe of this grit Chane is deyydcd in ix Pro- 
yynces ; and eyery Proyynce hathe mo thali 
2600 Cytccs ; and of Townes with outen 
nombre. This Contrec is fiiik gret For it 
hathe 1 2 pryncypalle Kyngcs, in ix ProvynccSi 
And every of tho Kynges han many Kynges 
undre hem; and alle thei ben obeyflant to 
the gret Chane. And his Lond and his Lord* 
Ichipe durcthe fb ferre, that a inan may not 
gori from on Hed to another, nouther be See 
ne Lond, the'fpace of 7 Zeer. And thorghe 
the Defertes of his Lordicbipe, there as men 
may fyhde no Townes, there ben Innes or- 
deyned be every iorneye, to rcfccyve bothc 
Man and Hors ; in the whiche thei fcballe 
fynde plentec of Vy taylle, and of aJIe thing, 
that hem nedethcj for^to go be the Contree. 

And there is a marveyloufc cuflom in that 
Contree, (bUt is profitable) that zif ony con* 
trarious thing, that fcholde ben prciudice or 
grcvance totheEmpcrour,{n onykyndc, anon 
the Empcrour hathe tydynges there of and 
fullc knowleche in a day, thoughe it be 3 or 
4 iorneys fro him or more. For his Ambaf- 
fcdours taken here Dromedaries or hire Hors, 

^ Mcdied in fere, perfvixti, and 
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god thei prikcQ in alle chat evere thei may 
toward on of the lones : aad whan thei qomen 
there, anon thei bio wen an Home ; and anon 
thei of the In koowen wcl y cow, that there 
hen tydynges to wamen the Eiaip^ipur of fum 
rebellyonp azenft him. And thanne an,o)i thei 
maken other men redy, in alle hafte that thei 
may, to beren Lettres, and pry ken in alie that 
evere thei may, tille thei come to the other 
Innes with here Lettres ; and thanne thei ma* 
ken frefTche men redy, to pryke forthe witi^ 
the Lettres, toward the Emperonr ; whille that 
the lafle bryogere rede him, ^nd bayte hi$ 
Dromedarie or his Hors. And fo fro In to 
In, tille it come to the Emperour. And thus 
anon hathe^ he hafty tydynges of ony things 
that berethe charge, be his Corrours, that 
rennen fo haftyly, thorghe out alle the Con- 
tree. And alio whan the Emperour (endethe 
his Corrours haftyly,, thorghe out his Lend,, 
everyche of hem hathe a large thong fulle of 
finale Belles ; and whan thei neyghen nere ta 
the Innes of other Corroures, that ben alfa 
ordeyncd be the iorneyes, thei ryngen here 
Belles, and anon the other Corrours makea 
hem redy, and rennen here wc}'e unto another 
In : and thus rennethe on to other,, fulle fpe*. 
dyly ^nd fwyftly, tille the Emperours entent 

U3 be 
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be fervcd, in alle hade. And theife Curroars 
bcD clept « Chydydoj aftre here Langage, that 
is to feye^ a Meflagere. 

Alfo whan the Emperonr gothe from o 
Contree to another, as I have told zou here 
beforif, and he pafTe thoighe Cytees and 
Townes, every man makethe a Fuyr before 
his Dore, and putterhc there inne Ponder of 
gode Gommcs, that ben fwetc fmellynge, for 
to make gode favour to the Emperour. And 
alle the peple knelethe doun azenft him, and 
don him gret reverence. And there where 
reiigyoufe Criflene men dwellen, as thei don 
in many Cytees in the Lond, thei gon before 
him with proceffioun, with Cros and Holy 
Watre ; and thei fyngcn, Veni Creator^ Sfiri- 
tusj with an highe Voys, and gon towardes 
him. And whan he herethe hem, he cdmaund- 
cthe to his Lordes to ryde befyde him, 
chat the rehgioufe men may come to him. 
And whan thei ben nyghe him, with the Cros, 
thanne he dothe a down his ^ GaUothcy that 
lyt upon his Hede, in manere of a Chapeler, 
that is made of Gold and precioufe Stone and 
grcrc Peries. And it is fb ryche, that men 
preyfen it to the value of a Roialme, in that 
Contre. And than he knelethe to the Cros. 

c Ch'tfide^ L. t G4lotam, L. 
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AncJ than the Prelate of the religioufe men 
' Jeythc before him certcyn Orifouns, and ze- 
vethc him aBleflynge with the Cros : and he 
euclynethc to the Blcflynge fuUe devoutly. 
And thanne the Prelate zevethe him fum ma- 
ner Frute, to the nombre of 9, in a Platere of 
Sylver, with Peres or Apples or other manere 
Frute. And he takethe on ; and than men 
zeven to the othere Lordes, that ben aboute 
him. For the cullom is fiiche, that no Straun* 
gerc fchalle come before him, but zif he zeve 
hym fum manere thing, aftre the olde Lawe, 
that feythe. Nemo accedat in conJpeSiu meo 
vacuus. And thanne the Emperour feythe to 
the religious men, that thei withdrawe hem 
azen, that thei ne be hurt ne harmed of the 
gret multytude of Hors, that comen behynde 
him. And alfb in the fame maner don the 
religious men, that dwellen there, to the Em* 
pereffes, that paflen by hem, and to his 
eldefl Sone ; and to every of hem, thei pre- 
fenten Frute. 

And zee fchullc undirftonde, that the poe- 
ple, that he hathe fb many hofles ofie, a- 
bouten hym and aboute his Wyfcs and his 
Sone, thei dwclle not contynuelle with him : 
but alle weys, whan him lykethe, thei ben 
fcnt fore ; and aftre whan thei han don, thei 
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yctournen to hire owne Houflioldes ; faf only 
thei that beD dwellynge with hym in Houl- 
hold, for to fcrvcn him and his Wyfes and his 
Sones, for to governen his Hou(hoId. And 
alle be ir» that the othere ben departed fro 
him, aftre that thei han perfourmed hire Ser- 
vylc, zit there abydethe conrynuelly with 
liim in Court, 50000 Men at Horfe, and looooo 
Men aFote ; with outen Mynflrelles, and tho 
that kepen wylde Belles and dy verfe Briddes^ 
of the whiche I have tolde zou the non[ibre 
before. 

Undrc the Firmarncnt, is not fo gret aLord^ 
nc fo myghty, ne fo riche, as the gxctcChafte.-^ 
Nought Trejire Johan^ that is Emperour of 
the highc Tnde^ nc the Sowdan of Baiylqyne^ 
f!e the Emperour of Terjye. Alle thei/c ne 
ben not in comparifbun to the %xtiQCbane\ 
nonthcr of Myghr, ne of Noblefle, neofRy- 
akce, ne of Richeflc : For in alle theife, he 
paflcthe alio erthely Princes. Wherfore it is 
gret harm, that he belcvcthe not feithefuUy 
in God. And nathclcs he wil gladly here 
fpeke of God; and he fuffreche wcl, thatCri- 
ftenc men duelle in his Lordichipe, and that 
men of his Feythe ben made Griftenc meon 
zif thei wile, thorghc out alle hisContrce. For 

he 
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he defendethe no man to holde no LawCj^ 
pcher than him lykethe. 

In that Contree, fum man hathe an 100 
Wyfes, sOme^o, sflmcmo, sflmelcfTe. And 
thci taken the ncxte of hire Kyn, to hire 
Wyfes, lafonly, that the! out taken hire Mo- 
dres, hire Doughtres, and hire Suftres of the 
Modre iyde : but hire Suftres on the Fodir 
iyde, of another WSman^thei may wel take; 
and hire Bretheres Wyfes alio aftre hereDethe; 
and here Stq> modres alio in the iame wyie. 

Cap. XXIII. 

Of the Lawe and the Cufioms of the 
Tartarienes, duellynge in Chatay ^ 
and how that men don^ whan the 
Emperour fchal dyey and hew he 
fchal be chofen. 

THE folk of that Contree ufen alle longe 
Cloches, with oaten * Furroorcs. And 
thei beD clothed with precious Cloches of Tar- 
tarye, and of Clones of Gold. And here 

• PtlUra, L, 
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Clothes beD fly cc at the fyde ; and the! ben 
feftaed with Laces of Silk. ^ And thei clothen 
hem alfo with Pylchcs, and the Hyde with 
oaten. And thei ufen noutherCappe neHood. 
And in the fame maner as the men gon, the 
women gon ; fb that no man may onethe 
knowe the Men fro the W6men, faf only the 
women, that ben maryed, that beren the tokne 
upon hire Hedes of a mannes Foot, in figoc 
that thei ben undre mannes fote and qhdre 
fubieccioun of man. And here Wyfcs ne dwdfe 
not to gydere, but every of hem be hire {t\f. 
And the Husbonde may liggc with whom of 
hem, that him lykethe. Everyche hathe his 
Hous, bo the man and wSman. And here 
Houfes ben made rounde of Staves ; and it 
hathe a rounde Wyndowe aboven, that ze- 
vethe hem light, and alfb that fcrvcthc for dc- 
lyverancc of Smoke. And the Helynge of 
here Houfes, and the Wowes and the Dorcs 
ben alle X)f Wodc. 

And whan thei gon to Werre, thei Icidcn 
hire Houfes with hem upon Chariottcs ; as 
men don Tentes or Pavyllouns. And thei 
niakcn hire Fuyr, in the myddcs of hifc 
Houfes. And thei han gret multy tude of alle 

t> HAhtr.t cr PeUiceaSj qaibsis utuitur ex tranfvfrfiSt L. Ft 
vcfiint 4cs PeU'tccst U Peil dehors, F. 
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maner of Beftes, iaf only of Swyn : « for thci 
bryngcn non fbrthe. And thei bclccven wcl, 
o God, chat made and formede alle thinges. 
And natheles zic ban thei Ydoles of Gold and 
Sylver, and of Tree, and of Clothe. And to 
fho Ydoles, thei of&en alle weys hyre firft 
Mylk of hire Beftes, and alfo of hire M etes^ 
and of hire Drynkes, before thei eten. And 
thei of&en often tymes Hors and Beftes. And 
thei ciepen the God of ^ Ky nde, Troga. And 
hire Emperour alfb, what name that evere be 
have, thei putten evermore therto Chane. 
And whan I was there, hire Emperour had to 
n^mcTbiaut; fo that he was clept Thiaut 
Chane. And his eldefte Sone was clept Tojffue. 
And whaiie he fchalle ben Emperour, he fchallc 
ben clept Tojfue Chane. And at that tyme, 
the Emperour hadde ix Sones, with jouten 
him ; that were named, Cuncy^ Ordiij Chaha- 
day J Buryn^ NegUy Nocab^ Cadu^ Sibanj Cut en j 
Balacy^ Baby Ian and Garegan. And of his 3 
Wyfes, the firfte and the pryncypalle, that 
was Trejtre yohnesDoughtre^ hadde to name 
Serioche Chan; and the tother Borak Chan; 
and the tother Karanke Chan. 

The folk of that Contree begynnen alle 
hire thinges in the newe Mone : and thei 

c ^la non nutrltmt C9$, L. < Nature. 
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worfchipen moche the Moiie and the SoooCn 
and often tyme knelen azenft hem. And alio 
the folk of the Contree ryden comounly with 
outen Spores : but thei beren alle weys a ly- 
tiUe Whippc in hire Hondes, for to cbacea 
with hire Hors. And thei han gret Con- 
(cience, and hoiden it for a gret Synne, ta 
caflen a Knyf in the Fuyr, and for to drawe 
FlefTche out of a Pot with a Knyf, and for to 
fmyte an Hors with the handilleof aWhippe^^ 
or to imyte an Hors with a Brydille, or to 
breke o Bon with another, or for to cafie 
Mylk or ony Lykour, that men may drynkc, 
upon the Erthe, or for to take and fle lytU 
Children. And the mofte Synne, that ony 
man may do, is to pifTen in hire Houfes, that 
thei dwellen in. And who fb that may be 
founden with that Synne, fykerly thei flen 
hym. And of everychc of theife Synnes, it 
behovethe hem to ben fchryven of hire Preftes, 
and to paye gret Some of Silver for hire Pe- 
nance. And it behovethe alio, that the place, 
that men han pifled in, be halewed azen ; and 
and elles dar no man entrcn there inne. And 
whan thei han payed hire Penance, men" ma- 
ken hem paffen thorghe a Fuyr or thprghe z, 
for to clenfen hem of hire Synnes. And alia, 
whan ony Meflangcre comcthe and bryngethc 

Lcttrcs 
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Lettres or ony prelcnt to the Emperoor,* ic 
behovethe him, that he with the thing that 
he bryi^ethe, pafle thorghe x brennyngc 
Fayres, for to pnrgen hem, that he bryoge 
no PoyfbuQ ne Veoym, ne no wykked thing, 
that mygbt be grevance to the Lord. And 
alio, zif ony man or wSman be taken in A* 
vowtery or Fornycacyoun, anon thei fleen 
him. Men of that Contree ben aile gode 
Archeres, and fchooten righte welle, bothe 
men and women, als wel on Hors bak, pry k- 
ynge, as on Fote, rennynge. And the WB- 
men maken alle thinges and alle maner My- 
(leres and Craftes ; as of Clothe^ Botes and 
other thinges ; and thei dry yen Cartes, Plowes 
and Waynes and Chariottes : and thei maken 
Houfes and alle maner Myfleres, out taken 
Bowes and Arwes and Armures, that men 
maken. And alle the WSmen weren Breech^ 
as wel as men. Alle the folk of that Contree 
ben ftille obeyflant to hire Sovereynes ; ne 
thei lighten not ne chiden not, on with ano- 
ther. And there ben nouther Thefes ne Rob- 
boures in that Contree ; and every man wor- 
fchipcthe other : but no man there dothe no 
reverence to no Stradngeres, but zif thei ben 
grete Princes. And thei eten Houndes, Ly- 
ounes,Lyberdes, Mares andFoIes,AfIes,Rattes 

and 
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and Mees, and alle maner of Befl:es> grete and 
fmale; fafonlySwyn^ and Belles that weren 
defended by the olde Lawe. And thei eten 
alle the Defies, with outen and with inne^ 
with outen caftynge awey of ony thing, (af 
only the filthe. And thei eten bat litille Bred^ 
but zif it be in Courtes of grete Lordes. And 
diei have not, in many places, nouther PefeQ 
ne Benes, ne non other Pota^es, but the 
Brothe of the FlefTche. For littilie ete thei 
ony thing, but Fleflche and the Brothe. And 
^whan thei han eten, thei wypen hire Hondes 
upon hire Skirtes : for thei ufe non Naperye, 
ne To way lies, but zif it be before grete Lordes : 
but the comoun peple hathe none. And whan 
thei han eten, thei putten hire Diflches un- 
waflchen in to the Pot or Cawdroun, with 
remenant of the Fleflche and of the Brothe, 
til thei wole eren azcn. And the ryche men 
drynken Mylk of Mares or of Camaylles or 
of Afl^es or of other Befles. And thei wil 
ben lightly dronkcn of Mylkj or of another 
Drynk, that is made of Hony and of Watre 
foden to gidre. For in that Contree is nou- 
ther Wyn ne Ale. Thei lyven fuUe wrec- 
cbed liche ; and thei eten but ones in the day, 
and that but lytille, nouther in Courtes ne in 
Other places. And in foothe, o man allone 

in 
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in this Contree wil etc more in a day, than 
on of hem wii etc in 3 dayes. And zif ony 
(Iraunge MefTagrc come there to a Lord, men 
maken him to ete but ones a day, and that 
fulle htille. « 

And whan thei werren, thei werren fulle 
wifely, and alle weys don here befynes, to 
deftroyen hire enemyes. Every man there 
berethe % Bowes or 3, and of Arwes gret plen- 
tee, and a gret Ax. And the Gentyles han 
fchorte Speres and large, and fulle trenchant 
on that o fyde: and thei han Plates and 
Helmes, made of « Quyrboylle ; and hire 
Hors covertoures of the fame. And who fb 
flecthe fto the Bataylle, thei fie him. And 
whan thei holden ony Sege abouten Caftelle 
or 1 oun, that is walled and defenfable, thei 
behoten to hem that ben with inne, to don 
alle the profice and gode, that it is marveylle 
to here : and thei graunten alfb to hem that 
ben with inne, alle that thei wille asken hem. 
And aftre that thei ben zolden, anon thei 
fleen hem alle, and kutten of hire Eres, and 
fbwccn hem in Vyn^re, and there of thei 
maken gret fervyfe for Lordes. Alle here 
lull audalle hereYmaginacioun, is for to put- 
ten alle Londes undre hire fubieccioun. Aod 

6 thei 
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thei feyo> that thci knowen wel be hire ^o« 
phccyes, that thei fchulle ben oyercomen by 
Archieres, and be ftreogthe of hem : but they 
knowe not of what nacioun, ne of whatLawe 
thei fchulle ben ofle^ that ichulie overcometi 
hem. Andtherfore thei fuflren, that folk of alle 
Lawes maypeyfibely duellen amodges hem. 

Alfo whan thei wille make bure Ydoles^ 
or an Ym^e of ony of hire Freudes, for to 
have remembrance of hym, thei maken ailc 
weys the Ym^^e alle naked, with oateA coy 
maner of Cloth inge. For thei (cyn, that in 
gode love icholde be no coverynge, that man 
Ibholde not love for the faire Clothinge, nc 
for the riche aray, but only for the body> 
fuche as God hathe made it, and for the gode 
vcrtues that the body is endowed with of na- 
ture ; not only for fair Clothinge, that is not 
of kyndcly nature. 

And zee ichulie undirftonde, that it is gret 
drede for to purfue the Tartarinesi zif thei 
fleen in Bataylle. For in fleynge, thei fchooten 
behy ndcn hem, and (leen bothe men and Hors. - 
And whan thci wilfighte,thei wille ^fchokken 
hem to gidre in a plomp ; that zif there be 
20000 men, men fchalle not wenen, that 
there be icant loooo. And thei cone wel 

i Imedunt paritcr^ L. 
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wynnen lond of Strauagercsy but tbei cqjxq 
not kepcn it. For the! ban grettre lufl: to lye 
in Teotes with outeo> than for to lye in Ca- 
(lellc or ia Townes. And tbei preyfen nq 
tbing tbe wytt of otber naciouns. And a* 
monges bent) Oyle of Oly ve is iiille dere ; 
for tbei hoMcn it for fiille noble medicyne. 
And alle tbe Tartar ienes ban fmale Eyen and 
litille of Berd, and not tbikke bered> buc, 
^ fcbiere. And tbei ben falfe and tsay toifres : 
g and tbei Ia(lea noghte tbat tbei heboten. 
Tbei hep fuUe barde folk) and mocbe peyne 
and wo mow luffiren and difefc, more than ony 
otber folk : for tbei ben taugbte therto m 
hire qwne Contree, of Zouthe ; and therfore 
tbei Ipenden, as who ieytbe, right nought. 

And whan ony man fcballe dye^ men iettea 
afperebefyde him: and whan he drawethe 
towardes thp dethe, every man flectbe qi^t of 
the Hous, till; be be ded ; aQd aftre that, tbei 
bury en bini in the Felde3. And whan tbe Em- 
perour dyethe, mea fetten him in a Chayere 
in myddes tbe place of bis Tent : and men 
fetten a Table befqre him dene, covered with 
a clothe, and there i^ppn Flefcbe and dy verfe 
vyaun^e^ find a Cuppe fiflle of Mares mylki « 

^ CUr$, L. 
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And men putten a Mare befyde him, with 
hire Pole, and an Hors fadeled and brydeled ; 
and thei leyn upon the Hors Gold and Silver 
gret quanty tee : and thei putten abouten him 
gret plentee of Stree : and than men maken 
a gret pytt and a laige ; and with the Tent 
and alle theife other thinges, thei putten himi 
in Erthe. And thei feyn, that whan he Ichalle 
come in to another World, he ichalle not ben 
with outen an Hows, ne with owten Hots, 
ne with outen Gold and Sylver : and the 
Mare ichalle zeven him mylk, and bryngen 
him forthe mo Hors, tille he be wel ilored 
in the tother World. For thei trowen, that 
afcre hire Dethe, thei ichuUe be etynge and 
drynkynge in that other World, and iblacynge 
hem with hire Wifes, as thei diden here. And 
aftre tyme, that the Emperour is thus enter- 
ed, no man ichalle be fo hardy to ipeke of 
him before his Frendes. And 2it natheles ibm- 
tyme fallethe of manye, that thei maken hem 
to ben entered prevylly be nyghte, in wyldc 
places, and putten azen the Graile over the 
Pytt, for to growe : or elle men coveren the 
Pytt with Gravelle and Sond, that no man 
fchalle perceyve where, ne knowe where 
the Pytt is, to that entent, that never aftre, 
none of his Frendes fchuUe han mynde ne 
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remembrance of him. Aod thanne thei ieyn, 
that he is ravisiht in to another world, where 
be is a grettre Lord, than he was here. And 
thanne aftre the detbe of the Emperour, the 
7 Lynages aflfemfolen hem to gidere, and 
chefen his eldeft Sone, or the nexte aftre 
him, of his Blood : and thus thei (eye to him ; 
Wee wolen and wee preyen and ordeynen, 
that zee ben oore Lord and oure Emperour. 
And thanne he anlwerethe, Zif zee wile, that 
I regne over zoo, as Lord, do everyche of 
zon, that I fchalle cOmanden him, outher to 
abyde or to go; and whom ibever that I 
cSmaunde to ben flayn, that anon he be flayn. 
And thei anfweren alle with o voys. What fo 
evere zee cSmanden, it fchalle be don. Thanne 
ieythe the Emperour, Now undirftondethe 
wel, that my woord from hens forthe, is 
icharp and bytynge as a Swerd. After men 
^fetten him upon a blak Stede, and ib men 
|>ryngen him to a Cheyere fidle richely array- 
ed, and there thei crownen hym. And thanne 
alle the Cy tees and gode Townes fenden hym 
ryche prefentes ; (b that at that iouraeye, he 
fchalle have more than 60 Chariottes charged 
with Gold and Sylver, with oaten JeweUes 
of Gold and precyoofe Stones, that Lordes 
:pcven hym, that ben withouten eftymadoon : 

X X and 
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and with out^p fforsand Clotliics of Qpld god 
of Camakaa$ «md Tarrarynes^ tJtiac ben vvith 
outcn nonabre, , ; 



• • • 



Cap. XXIV- 
Of the Roialme of Tharfe and the 

laondes andKyngdomes towardes the 
Septenirlonale part'tesy in comyrige. 
down froni fhe Lond of Cathay. 

THIS Lond of Catbi^ i$ ip A^e the 
depe. Apd aftre^ op this halfy v^AJyt 
the more. . The Kyngdpm of Catb^ match* 
ethe toward the Weft, unto the Kyngdom of 
Tharfe \ the whiche was on of the Kinges^ 
that cam to preieote our Lord in Betbeleem. 
Aod thfi tbac ben pf the Lyn^ of ^at Ky ng^ 
arn sdme Crifteme. la Thmrfe^ thei etea tio 
Fledche, ne chei drynkeo no WyB. Aud oa 
this half, towardes the Wefty ^tbeKyogdooi 
of Turquefietiy thtf ilreccbetb^ hifo xoi^ajtd 
the Weft, to the Kyogdpip of Terjkr^ apd 
toward the Septrcotionall^ pp the Kyjpgdom 
of Chorafine. Ixk the €oatr4^ 4of TvrqMffte^^ 

bea but fewe gode Cyte^^: hxi the befle 

Cytcc 
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Cytce of that Lond highte OSiorar. There 
bea grete Paftares ; but fewe Coornes ; and 
therforc, for the moft partie, thei ben alio 
Hprdemea: andthei lyzninXentes, andthci 
drynken a maner Ale, made of Hony. 

Andaftre, on this haJ^ is the Kyngdom of 
Chora/me^ that is a gode lond and a plente- 
Tons, With oucen Wyn. And it bathe a De- 
left toward the Eft, that laftethe more than 
an 100 ionrncyes. And the befte Cytee of 
that Contree is clept Chorajme. And of 
that Cytce, berethe the Contree his name. 
The folk of that Contree ben hardy Wcrry- 
oures. And on this half is the Kyngdom of 
Qmawye^ where of the Comayns that dwelle- 
den in Greets fomtyme weren chaced out. 
This is on of the gretteft Kyngdomes of the 
World : but it is not aile enhabyted. For at 
on of the parties, there is fo gret cold, that 
00 man may dwelle there : and in anothet 
partie, there is ib gret hete, that no man may 
endare it. And alfo there ben fo many Flyes, 
that no man may kao we on what fyde he may 
tnme btm. In that Contree is but lytille Ar- 
berye^ ne Trees that bcrcn Frote, ne otherc. 
Thei lyzn in Tentes. And thd brennen the 
dong of foftes, for defaute of Wode. 

X 3 This 
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This Kyngdom defcendeth on this half ro« 
ward us, and toward Truyjfey and toward 
Rojfye. And thorghe that Concree renncthe 
the Ry vere of EthiUey that is on of the gret- 
teft Ryvcrcs of the World. And it frefetbe 
fo ftrongly alle Zeres, that many tymes men 
ban foughten upon the lie with grete holies^ 
bothe parties on fote, and hire Hors Voyded 
for the tyme : and what on Hors and on FotCt 
mo than xooooo perlbnes on every fyde. And 
betweene that Ry vere and the grete See Of- 
ceafij that thei depen the See MaurCy iyzn 
alle theiie Roialmes. And toward the hede 
benethe in that Roialme, is the mount Cbo- 
taz% that is the hieft mount of the worid : 
and it is betwene the See Maure and the See 
Cafpy. There is fulie ftreyt and dangerous 
p^age, for to go toward Tnde. And ther- 
fore Kyng^/)^/2Mr^r^leet make there a ftrong 
Cytee, that men dti^tVL jilizdndrej for to 
Icepe the Contree, that no man fcholde pade 
with outen his leve. And now men depen 
that Cy tee, the Zate of Helle. And the prin- 
cypalie Cytee of Comenye is dept Sarak^ that 
is on of the 3 Weyes for to go in to Tnde: 
but be the Weye, ne may not palle no gret 
multyrade of pepie, but zif it be in Wyntre. 
And that palTage men depen the 7)erhnt. 

* The 
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The tother weye is for to go fro the Cytee 
of Turf fieficHj be Terjie: and be that Weye, 
ben Qumye ioorneyes be Defert. And the 
thriddc Wcye is chat comethe fro Cmsmye^ 
and than to go be the grete See and be th^ 
Kyogdom of Atchaz. 

And zee ichulle undirftonde, that alle theiie 
Kyngdomes ^d alie theifeLpndes abovefeyd, 
qnto Trifyffe and to Rojfye^ ben alle obey (lane 
to the grete Cbane oiCaibay ; and many o- 

there Contrees, that marchen to other Coftes^ 
Wherfore his powere and his Loidlchipe i$ 
fiiMe gret, and folle myghty. 



Cap. XXV- 

OftheEmperourofVni^c^ and of the 
land of derkneffe and ofoth^r Kyng- 
domes^ thgt belongen to the grete 
Chaoe (9/Cathayy and other Ldndes 
ofhhy unto the See of Greece. 
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lond ofCoilwy^ unto chelotides of ckeOrfiftoe, 
towardes Truyfft add RqJ^c ; ttow iehille I 
devyfe zoxx df othet lofkks aAd Kydgdomes^ 
cottiyttge ddun be &t\iti Cbftes, toward the 
right fy de^ unto the See of Grrr^, towted the 
lend of Criftene men : iod therfore llMty if- 
tre Tnde and aftre Cafh^y tht Eifi^folir of 
JP^r/K? is the grettefte Lord. Thcrfbft Ifciialle 
telle zbtt of the Kyiigdom of Terpe. Firil> 
where he hathe x Kyugdortes ; the firfti 
Ky ngdom bcgynncthe tb^atd the Eft^ itoward 
theKyngdom oilTurquefleny and ft ftiiecchethc 
toward the Weft, unto the Ry vere of Thi- 
/oHy chat is on of the 4 Ry veres, that comen 
d'^ut of ^aradys. And on anothel: fyde, it 
flrecchethe toward the Septemtrion, unto the 
See oiCaJpye: and alfo toward the Southe, 
UBto the Defert of Tnde. And this Contree 
is gode and pleyn and fulle of peple. And 
there ben manye gode Cytees. But the x 
|>rincypalle Cytees ben theiie, Baytmroj and 
^eometgunty that stt oien clepen Sormagant. 
The tocher Kyngdom of ^erjie ftrecchethe 
toward the Ry vere ofThifoHj and the Parties 
of the Weft,, unto the Kyngdom of Mede : 
And ix6 the jgretc Armenye^ and towaAl the 
Septem'tripn, to the See of CaJ^iei and to- 
li^ard the Southe, to the lond of tnde. That 

is 
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l9 alfb a gdde lend abd a plentefous ; and it 
hatlte 3 grete priAcipalle Cjt^t% Meffabovy 
Caphtn and S^mafane. 

AnAihtAnt^^TtisArmenye^ intbcwhiche 
Weren Wont to ben 4 Kyngdomcs : that is a 
fioUd CaQtree^ and Mis of Godes. And it be- 
gynnethc at Terfie^ and ftrccchcthc toward 
the WtXi ID lengthe, unto Turkye. And in 
)argene(}e^ it durethe to the Cytee of Alir^ 
kandre^ that now is dept the Zate of Hell^ 
that I fpak offe b&fbrn, ondre the Kyngdom 
of Mede. In this Armenye ben flille manye 
gode Cy tees : but Tofitizd is moft of name. 

Aftre this, is the Kyngdom of Mede^ that 
is fnlte long : but it is not ftilie lai^, that be« 
gy nnethc toWattl the Eft, to the Jwid oiTer* 
ficy and to Tnde the lelTe. And it (Irecchetbe 
toward the Weft, toward the Kyngdom of 
Caldefj and toward the Septemtrion, defcend- 
ynge toward the lidlle Armet^t, In that 
Kyngdom of Medte^ there ben many grete 
Hilles, and litille of pleyn Erthc, There 
dudleh Sarai^ffefy and another maner of 
!folk, that men depen Cordynts. The befte 
a Cytees of that Kyngdom, ben Sarras and 

Aftre thin, is the Kyngdom of Geargej 
;d^ begynnetfae tt>watd the Eft, to the gret 

Moontayn^ 
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Moaotayncy thjttisdcpt^^js^r; where that 
duellen many dy verfe folk of dy vorfe Nacioqps. 
And mcD depen theCootree.i^ttiiM.TlHsKyiig« 
domftrecdieche him towardes7kr4^» and to- 
ward the grete See : and towaid the Soothe ir 
mardiethe to the grete Armenye. And there 
ben X Kyngdomes in that Conoree ; th« on 
is the Kyngdom of Georgie^ and that other 
is the Kyngdom of Abcas^ And alle weys 
in that Contree ben x Kynges, and thei ben 
bothe Criftene : hot the Kyng of Georgie is 
in fbbieccioan to the grete Cbame. And the 
¥l\x^o{ jl^ajn hatbe the more ftroi^ Contree: 
and he alle weyes v^eroufly defendethe his 
Contree, azenft alle tho that aflaylen him; ib 
that no man may make him in liilMecdonn to 
no man. In that Kyngdom of AbcM^ is a 
gret Marvaylle* For a Provynce of the Con- 
tree, that hathe wd in dxcuyt 3 iorneyes, 
that men depen Hanyfbn, is alle covered with 
Derkneile, with outen ony brightnefT^ or light ; 
ib that no man may lee ne here, ne no maa 
dar entren in to hem. And natheles, thd of 
the Contree ieyn, thatibm tyme men herda 
voys of folk, and Hors nyzenge^ and Cbkkes 
crowynge. And men witen wet, that 'men 
dwellen there : but thd knowe not what moi. 
And thei feyn, that the Derknefle befdle |ie 

Myrade 
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Myracic of God. For a corfed Emperour of 
Terfifj that hightc SoMtesj {mrfuede alle Cri- 
ftene men, to deftroye hem, and to compdle 
hem to make Sacrifife to his Ydoles ; and 
rood with grete Hoft, in alle that ever he 
myghte, for to confouDde the Criftene mta. 
And thanne in that Contree> dwelleden ma- 
ny e gode criftene men, the whiche that laften 
hire Codes, and wolde han fled in to Grece: 
and whan they weren in a playn, that hi^te 
MegMy anon this cnrfed Emperoor mett with 
hem, with his Hooft, for to have ^y n hem, 
and hewen hem to peces. And anon the Cri- 
ftene men kneleden to the grounde, and made 
hire preyeres to God, to fol^onre hem. And 
anon a gret thikk«AGlowde cam, and covered 
the Emperoor and4uie his Hooft : andfothet 
enduren in that manere, that thei ne mowe 
not gon oat, on no fyde ; and fb fcholle thet 
ever more abyden in Derknefle, tille the day 
of Dome^ be the Myrade of Cod. And 
thanne the Criftene men wenten, where hem 
lykede beft, at hire own plefance, with outea 
letty ngc of oiDy Creature ; and hire enemyes 
endofoi and confixmded in Derknefle, widi 
oaten ony ftxok. Wherfore we may wel feye^ 
with "Dwidy ADmino faStu eft iftudi & 
eft mirM^Ue im jcmUs mftrir. And that was 

agret 
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a gfct Myracle, that G6d made for hem. 
Wherfore methioketbe^ that GrifteDe men 
fcholdefi ben more devottte^ to fervea ome 
Lord God) than ony other meil of oaj other 
Sedfc. For With outeo ony drede, ne were 
carfcdoefle and Syfide of Criftene meO) the! 
fcholdeti be Lordes of alle the World. For 
the Bantf e of Jifii Oifi is alle wcys difplay- 
ed, and rtAf on alle fydes^ to the help of his 
tt^we lovy nge StrVatmi es : inibmoche, that 
o gode Criftetie ttiai}^ m gode Bileere^ icholde 
overcoffien and out chaten a'rooo turfed myih 
bdeevy dge vbtn % us "Dgvui fey the in the P/am- 
ferey ^nia ptrfe^uehmMt fmm miUe^ & 
itofugirtnt decern Mlia. Er^ Cadent a kh 
tire tM miUej & decmt ntitis m dextris tMh. 
And how that it thyghte ben^ that on fcholde 
cfaacen a i<5«c>, ^Damd fatrnfeif feythe, fo- 
Iewyng^9 "^^ if^nnt^amini fecit hitc mn 
ma. And oure Ij^i bimfelf feytfae^ be the 
]^o|)het«S moiitbe, Si in viu mess mnbulm* 
i>irttiSy Jkfer tfibuUmes vos mififftm mm& 
ma. So that wee may iten aportiely, thac 
zif.^tb wil be gode men, non enemy e ne 
may^' not etKiure^ aunft tis, AUa zee fchuUe 
nndirftofide, that &» of that lond of Derk^ 
iiefle, gothe otft a gret Ryvare, that fchew- 
tftii wel, that thett beo folk dWtH«;DgCt be 

many 
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many rcdy tpkenes: (>iit no man darnot ea<» 
tre 10 CO it. 

And wytethe well, that in the Kyngdonis 
of GeorgiCf oiAbchaz and of the licille. Ar- 
menycj ben gode X^riflene men and d^youte. 
For chei fchry v«n bem 4nd howfele hem ever- 
more ones or twyes in the Woke. And there 
bqj manyc pf Jiicin, that howfele hem every 
day : 4nd fo do W^ npx on this half; aUe be 
if that icypt ^pul cOmaodethe it, fty.epgp, 
Oumibus dU/ms dcmhicis ad comunicandi 
hortar. Tbe| kepen that Coqiandement : bat 
wee n^ kepi^ it nor. 

Alfo a^e, on this hal^ is Turkyey that 
marchethe to the fftic ^rmenye. And there 
ben many Provynces, as Cafadocbe^ Saure^ 
Briqucy G^fiton^ Tytan and Gemethe. And 
in cvcjyche of tbeife bea many gode Cy tees. 
This Turkye (beccfaethe onto the Cytce of 
Sachahj that fitretjie upon the See of Grece ; 
and fb it marcbethe to Syrie. Syrie is a gret 
Contree and a gode, as I have told zou be^ 
fore. And alio it hathe, aboven toward Tnde^ 
the Kyngdom of Caldee^ that ib^cchethe fro 
the Mountaynes of Calde^ toward the Eft, 
unto the Cytee ofNynyvee^ that fittethe up- 
on the Ry vere of Tygre : and in largenede, 
ic b^ooeth^tovard the Noitfae, to the Cy- 
tee 
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tte of Mardga; and it ftrccchethe toward the 
Southe, unto the See Occean. In CaUee is a 
pleyn Contree, and fewe Hilles and fewe Ry- 
vercs. 

Afhe is the Kyngdom^of Me/opoti^me^ 
that b^ynnethe toward the Eft, to the Flom 
of Tjgre^ unto a Cy tee that is dept Mofelle : 
and it ftrecchethe toward the Weft, to die 
Flom of Eufrate^ unto a Cytee that is depc 
jRosMz: and in kngthe it gothe to the monnt 
oiArme^e^ unto the Defert of Tnde the lefte. 
This is a gode Contree and a pleyn : but it 
bathe fewe Ryveres. It bathe bat x Moon- 
taynes in that Contree : of the whiche, on 
highte SymaTy and that other Lyfin. And 
this Lond marchethe to the Kyngdom of 
CMee. 

Zit there is, toward the parties meridionales, 
many Contrees and many R^youns ; as the 
lond ofEthiofCy that mardiethe, toward the 
Eft, to the grete Pefertes ; toward the Weft, 
to the Kyngdom of iSTifi^^; toward the Soath^ 
to the Kyngdom of Moretane ; and toward 
the North, to the rede See. Aftre is More- 
tone^ that dnrethe fro the Monntaynes of E- 
thiofe^ unto I^bie the hize. And that Con- 
tree lyzth a long fro the See Occeat^ toward 
the Sonthe ; and toward the Nofthe, it march- 
ethe 
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«thetpiNr«fye»andtothehigbc/^^f. (Theife 
men of Nuhye ben Ciiflene.) And it march* 
etbe fro the londes abovefey d to the Defertes 
of Eg^t. And that is the Egyftf that I 
have ipoken of before. And aftre is Litye 
the hye, and Lybye the lowe, that defcend* 
cthe down lowt, toward the grete See of 
Sfapte. In the whiche Contree ben many 
Kyngdomes and many dyverfe folk. Now I 
have devyied zou many Contrees, on this half 
ifaeKyngdom oi Cat bay: of the whichet ma* 
ny ben obeyflanc to the grete Cbane. 



Cap. XXVL 

Of the Contrees and TleSy that ben be^ 
zonde the Lond^ of Cathay j and of 
the Frutes there ; and of 22 Kynges 
enclofed within the Mounta^nes. 

NOW ichalle I feye zou fewyngly.of 
Contrees and Yles^ that ben bezonde 
the Contrees that I have (poken of Wher- 
fore I feye zou, in paflynge be the Lond of 
Catbaye^ toward the highe Tnde^ and toward 
Bacharye^ men paflen be a Kyf^dom, that 

mep 
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qici) clfp^oCfA^i^f ; ^^t 13 a fiiUe fmOsiVL- 
tree. Afld there g^owe^he ft maqer of FiD^fit 
as thoi^he it w^req Cpwrdes : and wbaa xhq 
beo ryp^, Qicn kurten bipm a to, ai^d meq 
fynden with innc a ly tyUc Bcft, i|i Flcflthc, 
ia Bod ao4 Plodct as though it \f ere a ly^y 11? 
Lomb, with outen Wqlle. Aofl ifQfx\ epeo botbc 
the Frut 4i|d the Be^ : apd tha( i$ % grct Mar- 
veylle. OftbdtFnitelhf^yeeten; ^Uethpughe 
\% werp wopdirlulle : but th^t I kopwe we|, 
that Gpd )8 mairveyllous iq \sl% "^^^jl^. Aqd 
natheles I tolde hem, of aJs gret a Mairveylle 
to hem, chat is amooges us : and chat was of 
the Berpakes. For I tolde hem, that in oura 
Contreeweren Trees, that beren a Fruyt, that 
becomen Briddes fleeyoge : aud tho that fellen 
in the Water, ly yen ; and thei that fallen on 
the Erthe, dyen anon: and thei ben right 
gode to Maones mete. And here of had thei 
als gret maryaylle, that sdme of hem trowed, 
it were an- impoflible thing to be. In that 
Contree ben longe Apples, of gode favour ; 
where of ben mo than an f 00 in a Cluftr^ 
and als mapye in another : aqd thei hap ^ete 
longe I^eves and large, of x F9tp long or piore. 
And in that Contree, and in other Contrees 
there abouten, grpwen po^ny Treies, that beren 

Glowe Qylofres aqd Npten^uges^, apd grete 
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Notes of Tnde and of CaneUe and of many- 
other Spices. And there ben Vynes, that 
bcrcn fo grete Grapes, that a ftrong man fcholde 
have y now to done, for to here o cluftre with 
alio the Grapes. In that fame regioun ben the 
Mountaynes of Cafpye^ that men clepen ^- 
her in the Contree. Betwene tho Mountaynes, 
the J ewes of 10 Lynages ben enclofed, thas 
men clepen Gothe and Magothe : and thei 
tnowe not gon out on no fyde. There weren 
enclofed ^^ Kynges with hire peple, that duel- 
leden betwene the Mountaynes of Sythye. 
There Kyng Alifandre chacedc hem betwene 
tho Mountaynes ; and there he thoughte fo% 
to enclofe hem thorghe werk of his men. But 
whan he faughe, that he myghte not don it, 
ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to God of 
Nature, that he wolde parforme that that he 
had begonne. And alle were it fb^ that he 
was a Tayneme and not worthi to ben herd, 
zit God of his grace clofed the Moudtay nes >^ 
to gydre : fb that thei dwellen there, alle fafte 
y lokked and enclofed with highe Mountaynes 
alle aboute, faf only on o fyde ; and on that 
Tyde, is the See of Cajjpye. Now may fum 
men asken, Sithe that the See is on that o 
fyde, wherforc go thei not out on the Sec 
ifjrde, for to go where that hem lykethe ? But 

Y to 



\ ' 
I 



312 The Vetage and Tratakle of 

to this queflioun, I fchal anfwere, That SecT 
of Cajpye gothe out be Londe, undre the 
MountayneSy and rcDoethe be the Defert at o 
fyde of the Contree ; and aftre it ftrecchethc 
unto the endes^of Terfie. And alle thoughe 
it be clept a See, it is oo See^ ne it touch- 
ethe to bon other See : but it is a Lake, the 
gretteil: of the World. And thoughe thci 
Woldea putten hem in to that See, thei ne 
ivyften never, where that thei fchold« ar- 
ty yen. And al^b thei conen no Langage^ 
but only hire owne, that no man knowethe 
but thci : aud therfore mowe thei net gon 
i out. And alfo tee fchuife undirftonde, that 
the J ewes han no propre Lond of hire owne 
for to dwellen inne, in alle the World, bat 
only that Lofid betwend the tVTountaynes. 
And zit thei zeldeti Tribute for that Lond to 
the Queen oi Afnazoiuej the whiche makethe 
hem to ben kept in cloos fulle diligently, that 
thei ichaile not gon out on no fyde, but be 
die Coft of hire Lond; For hire Lond march- 
eche to tho Mountaynes. And often it hatbe 
befallen,, that sCme of the j€wes\izvL gon up 
the Mountaynesj and avalcd down to the Va- 
leyes : but gret nombre of folk ne may not 
do fo. For thd Mountaynes ben fo hye and 
fa ftreghte op, that thclmoftc abydc tfaete, 

i inaugre. 
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i&augre hire Myghte. For thci movii^e not gon 
tdnr, bur be a' Rttille ifTue, that was made be 
fttcogthe t>f ttien ; and it laftethe wcl a 4 grcte 
iVfyle, And afire, is there zit a Lond alio 
Defert, where men may fynde no Watre, he 
for dyggynge, nc for fion other thing. Whcr- 
forc men may not dwellen in that place : fb 
is it fulle of Dragounes, of Serpentes and of 
other venymous Beftes, that no man dar not 
paflc, but zif it be be ftrong Wyntre. And 
that ftreyt pafTage, men depeti itt that Con* 
tree, Clyron. And that is the pafTage, that 
the Queen olAmazoine makethe to ben kept. 
And thoghc it happene, ihm of heth, be For- 
tune, to gon ont ; thei conen no maner of 
Langage but Ebrow : Co that thei can not 
:Q)eke to tlie peple. And zit fiatheles, men 
fey n, thei fchalle gon out in the tyme of An- 
tecrill, and that thei fehulle maken gtet flaugh- 
tre of Criftene men. And therfbre alle the 
Jewesi that dwellen in alle Londes, lernea 
alle weys to fpcktn E6reWj in hope that whan 
the other J ewes ichuUe gon out, that thei 
may undirftondeh hire Speche, and to leden 
hem in to Criftendomy for to dcfttoye the 
Criftene peple. For the Jewes feyn, that 
they knowen wel, be hire Prophecycs, that 
fiiet of CaJ}ye ichoUe gon out and ipredea 
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thorghe out alle the World ; and that the 
Criflene men fchulle ben undre hite Subiec- 
ciouu, als looge as thei han ben in (ubiecci- 
oun of hem. And zif that zee wil wyte^ 
how that thei fchulle fynden hire Wcye, af- 
tre that I have herd (eye, I fchalle telle zou. 
In the time of Antecrift, a Fox fchalle make 
there his trayne, and mynen an hole, where 
K) ng Alifandre leet make the Zates : and fb 
longe he fchalle mynen and perce the Erthe, 
til that he fchalle pafle thorghe, towardes 
that folk. And whan thei feen the Fox, thei 
fchulle have grct marveylle of him, be caufe 
that thei faughe never fuche a Bed. For of 
alle othcre Beftes, thei han enclofed amonges 
hem, faf only the Fox. And thanne thei 
fchuUen chacen him and purfuen him lb ftreytc, 
tille that he come to the fame place, that he 
cam fro. And thanne thei fchullcn dyggen 
and mynen fo ftrongly, tille that thei fynden 
the Zates, that Kyng Alifandre leet make of 
grete Stones and pafTynge huge, wel fyment- 
ed and made flronge for the mayftrie. And 
t ho Zates thei fchulle brekcn, andfogonout, 
be fyndyngc of that ifTuc. 

Fro that Lond, gon men toward the Lond 
o? Bacharie^ where ben fuUc yvele folk and 
^uUc cruellc. In that Lond ben Trees, that 
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beren Wolle, as thoghe it were of Schcep ; 
where of men maken Clothes, and alle thing 
that may ben made of Wolle. In that Con- 
tree ben many Ipotaynes, that dwellcn fom- 
tymein the Warre, and fomtymc on theLond : 
and thei ben half Man and half Hors, as I 
have leyd before : and thei eten men, whan 
thei may take hem. And there ben Ryvcres 
of Watres, that ben fulle by ttere, three fythcs 
more than is the Watir of the See. In that 
Contree ben many Griffbunes, more plentee 
than in ony other Contree. Sum men feyn, 
that thei han the Body upward, as an Egle, 
and benethe as a Lyoun : and treuly thei leyn 
fpthe, that thei ben of that fchapp. But a 
Griffbun hathe the body more gret and is 
more ftrong thanne 8 Lyouns, of liiche Ly- 
ouns as ben o this half; and more gret and 
ftrongere, than an 100 Egles, fuche as we 
han amonges us. For o Griflbun there wil 
bcre, fleynge to his Nell, a gret Hors, op z 
Oxen zoked to gidere, as thei gon at the 
Plowghe. For be hathe his * Talouns fo longe 

• One 4 Foot long, in the Cotton Library, has a Silver 
Hoop about the end, whereon is engraven, Griphi Unguis^ 
Hivo Cuthberto Dunelmenfi fac:r. Anoiher about an El' long, 
is mentioned by Dr. Grew, in his Hiftory of the Rarities of 
the Royal Society, fag. z6 : tho* the Dodlor there fuppofcs 
it rather the Horn of a Rock-Buck or of the ^ex mas. 
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andfo large aodgrete, uponhisFeet, as dioi^h^ 
chei weren Homes of grete Oxen or of ^le$. 
or of Ky;to ; (b xhac iQen makeo Cpppes ojF 
hem, to drynken pf : apd of tyr^ Ribbes aode 
of the PeoDes of hire Weoge^ mea makea 
Bowes fujilQ ftrcuoge, to ichote with Arwes. 
and Quaielle. Jrom. theos gon o^sa^ be maay 
iourneyes, thorghe theJLond ofTrefire Jobn^ 
the grQte Emperour oiTndf. And meiiLclepeqL 
hU Roiakne, the Yle of Tentexoire. 

Ga*. XXVII. 

* 

&f the Ryalle eflate of Preftre John j 
a»d of a rkhe ptatiy that made a 
marveylloui Cgfielby^ and ckped if 
Paradys ; and of his Sotyhee. 

TH IS Emperour Treflre John hok iull« 
gcet Lond, and hatbe many falle noble 
Cytees and gode Xownes in bis RoyaJme, 
and many grcte dyverfe Yles jmd large. Foj 
allc the Conttee of TnJe is devyfed in Yles, 
for the ^ete Flode^ that comcn from 'ParO' 
4ysy that departen alle the Lon^ in many par- 
ties. Md alio in the See, he hatjie ^e 
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manyc YIes. And the belle Cy tee in the YIe 
of Tentexoire is Nyfej that is a ftillc Ryalle 
Cytee and a noble, and fiille richc. This 
Yreftre John hathe ondre him many Kynges 
and many YIes and many dy verfc folk of dy- 
verfe condiciouns. And this Lond is fulle 
gode and ryche ; 1>ut not (b riche as is the 
Lond of the gretc Cbanf. For theMarchauntes 
come not thidre (b comoqnly, for to byq 
Marchandifcs, as thei don in the Lond of the 
gret Chane: for it is to fer to travaylle tq. 
And on that other partie^ in the Yle of Ca* 
tbay^ men fynden ^Ue n^aner thing, that is 
nede to man; Clothes of Gold, of Silk, and 
Spycorie. And therfbre, alle be it that me» 
han grettrc chep in the Yle of Trejlre Jahtrj 
oatheles men dreden the longe wey and the 
grete periles in the See, in tho parties. For 
in many places of the See ben grete Roches 
of Stones of the Adamant, that of his proprQ 
nature drawethe Iren to him. And therfore 
there paflen no Schippes, that han outhcr 
Bondes or Naytes of Iren w ith in hem : and 
zif there do, anon the Roches of the Ada- 
mantes drawen hem to hem, that never thei 
may go thens. I my fclf have feen o Fcr- 
rom in that See, as thoughe it hadde ben 
» gret Yle ftdie of Trees and BulcayHe, fiiHe 
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of Thornes and Brcrcs, gret plentcc. And 
the Schipmen tolde us, that allc that was of 
Schippes, that wcren drawen thidre be the 
Adamauntes,. for the Iren that was in hem. 
And of the rotcnefle and other thing that was 
with in the Schippes, grewen fuche BufcayJle 
and Thornes and Breres and grenc Grade and 
fuche mancr of thing; and of the Mafl« 
and the Seylle Zerdes : itfemedagreteWodc 
or a Grove. And fuche Roches ben in many 
places there abouten. And thcrfore dur not the 
MarchauntcspafTen there, but zif thei knowen 
wel the pafIages,or eJIe that thei han gode Lodes 
men. And alio thei drcdcn the longe weye : and 
thcrfore thei gon to Cathay ; for it is more 
nyghe : and zit is riot fo nyghe, but that men 
mode ben travayllynge be Sec and Lond, 1 1 
Monethes or ii, fromGene or from Venyfe\ 
or he come to Cathay. And zit is the Lond 
of Trcjire John more ferr, be many dred- 
fullc iourncycs. And the Marchauntcs paflea 
be the Ky ngdom of Terjie^ and gon to a Cy- 
tee that is cicpt Hermes : for Hermes the 
Philofophre founded it. And aftre that, thei 
paffcn an Arm of the See, and thanue thei 
gon to another Cytcc that is clept ^Golbache: 
and there thei fynden Marchandifes, and of 

■ G^hathe^ L. 
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Popcngayes, as gret plentce as men fyndcn 
here of Gees. And zif ihei will pafTen fcr- 
there, thei may gon fykerly i now. In that 
Contree is but lytyllc Whete or Berley : and 
therfore thei eten Ryzs and Hony and Mylk 
and Chefe and Frute. 

This Emperour Treftre John takethe alle 
weys to his Wif, the Doughtre of the gretc 
Chane : and the gret Chane alio in the fame 
wife, the Doughtre of Treftre John. For ' 
theife x ben the gretteft Lordes uudir the Fir- 
mament. 

In the Lond of TreJIre John^ ben many 
dyverfe thinges and many precious Stones, 
ib grete and fo large, that men maken of hem 
Veflelle ; as Plateres, DifTches and Cuppes. 
And many other marveylles ben there ; that 
ic were to combrous and to long to putten it 
in fcripture of Bokes. 

But of the princypalle Yles and of his E- 
ilate and of his Lawe, I fchalle telle zou ibnl 
partye. This Emperour Trejire John is Cri- 
flene ; and a gret partie of his Contree alfo : 
but zit thei have not alle the Articles of oure 
Feythe, as wee have. Thei beleven wel in 
the Fadrc, in the Sone and in the Holy Goft: 
and thei ben ftiUe devoute, and righte trewe 
on to another. And thei fettp not bj; ao Ba- 
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secresy ne by Cawceles» nc of no Diiceytct. 
And he hathe undre him 72 Provynces; and 
in every Provynce is a Kyng. And cheife 
Kynges han Kynges undre hem ; and alie ben 
tr^mraries to Trejire John. And he hathe 
in his Lordfchipes many grete marveyks. For 
in his Contree^ is the See that men clepen the 
Gravely See^ tha^c is alle Gravdle and Sond^ 
with oaten ony drope of Wami : and it eb* 
bethe and flowethe in grete Wawes, as other 
Sees don : and it is never ftille ne in pes^ in no 
maner ceibun. And no man may pa/Te that 
See be Navye» ne be no maner of craft : and 
tberibre may no man knowe, what Lond is * 
bezond that See. And alle be it that it have 
no Watre, zit men fynden there in and -on the 
Bankes, fiille gode Fiflbhe of other maner of 
kynde and ichappe, thanne men fynden in 
ony other See ; and thei ben of rigbt goode 
ts&j and delycions to mannes mete. 

And a 3 iouraeys long fro that See, ben 
^t Mountaynes ; out of the whiche gothe 
tat a gret Flood, that comethe out of Tara^ 
dys : and it is fiiUe of precious Stones, with 
outen ony drope of Water : and it rennethe 
thocgbe the Deiert, on that o fyde ; fo thai} 
it ni^ethe the See gravely : and it bereth^ 
in to that Sce> and there it endethe. And 
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tltatFUkDercBnecheaifo, 3 dayesiathe\(^oke^ 
jiod bryngetlbe with him grete Stones, and the 
lU>che$:aJ£> tbercwitli, and that gret plentee. 
And anon as cbei ben entred in to the gra^e^ 
]y See> thei bea feyn no mofe ;. but lofl in 
evere moce. And in cha 3 dayes, that thae 
Ry vere rennethe, no man dar entren in to. it : 
bos in the o(ber dfiyes» men dar enccen wet y 
now. Alfo be^oade that Fl6ine> more up*- 
ward CO the Deierces, is a gret Pleyn aUe gfia>- 
velty betwene the Mouotaynes : and in that 
Pkyn^ every day at the Sonne rifynge^, begfa^ 
nen tQ growe finale Trees ; and* thei gco wea tit 
mydday^ bery nge Fratc : but no man dar takea 
ofthatFrute; for it is a thing ef Fay «ye. And 
aftre mydday^ thei difcrocen and entren ^en 
in to theErthe ; fb that an the goynge doun^f 
the Sonne, thei apperen no move : and fb thei 
don eveiy day; and that is a gret marvaylle. 

In that Defert ben many wylde men, that 
ben hidoufe to loken on : for thei ben. ^ horn«- 
ed ; and thei fpeken^noi^t but thei ^nteot 
^s Pygges. And thes£ is alio gret plentee of 
wylde Houndes. Anid ther^ ben manye Po*^ 
p€;gayes^ that thei clepen Pfirakes in hire Lan^ 
g^e : and thei fpeken of hire propre^ nature^ 
imd falven men that gon thorghe the Dciertes^ 

k The Lam Verfion docs ^ot make them hormd, 
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, and fpeken to hem als appertcly, as chooghe 
it were a man. And thci that fpeken wcl^ 
ban a large Tonge, and ban 5- Toos upon a 
Fote. And there ben alio of other manere^ 
that ban but 3 Toos upon a Fote ; and tbet 
ipeken nor, or but litille : for thei cone not 
but cryen. 

This Emperour Trejire Jobn^ whan he 
gothe in to Battayle, azenft ony oth^ Lord, 
he hathe no Baneres born before him : but he 
hathe 3 Crofles of Gold, fyn, grete and bye, 
fulle of precious Stones : and every of the 
Crofles ben fett in a Chariot, ftdle richely ar- 
rayed And for to kepen every Crps,, bea 
ordeyned loooo men of Armes, and mo than 
1 00000 men on Fote, in maner as men wolde 
kepe a Stondard in oure Contrees, whan that 
wee ben in Lond of Werre. And this nom- 
bre of folk is with outen th^ pryncipallQ 
Hood, aod with outen Weqges ordeynd for 
the Bataylle. And whaxi he hathe no Werre> 
but ridethe with a pry vy Meynee, thanne he 
hathe bore before him but o Crofs of Tree, 
with outen pcynture, and with outen Gold 
or Silver or precious Stones; in remembrance,, 
that Jefu Criji luf&ed Dethe upon a Cros of 
Tree. And he hathe born before him alfo a 
plater of Gold ftille of Erthe, in tokecie that 
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his Noblefle and his Myghte and his Fleflche 
fchallc turnen to Erthe. And he hathe born 
before him aifo a Veflellc of Silver, fuUe of 
noble Jewelles of Gold fulle ricbe> and of 
precious Stones, in tokene of his Lordfchipe 
and of his Nobiefle and of his Myght. He 
duellethe comounly in the Cytee of Su/e ; 
and there is his principalle Palays, that is fb 
riche and {o noble, that no man wil trowe it 
by eftymacioun, but he had feen it. And 
aboven the chief Tour of the Palays, ben x 
rounde Pomeles of Gold ; and in everyche of 
hem ben x Carboncles grete and large, that 
fchynen fulle brighte upon the nyght. And 
the principalle Zates of his Palays ben of pre- 
cious Stop, that men clepen Sardoyne : and 
the Bordure and the Barres ben of Ivory e : 
and the Wyndowes of the Halles and Cham- 
bres bea of Criflallc : and the Tables, where 
on men eten, some ben of Emeraudes, sQme 
of Amatyft and some of Gold, fulle of preci- 
ous Stones ; and the Pileres, that beren up 
the Tables, ben of the fame precious Stones. 
And the Degrees to gon up to his Throne, 
where he fittethe at the Mete, on is of Oni- 
che, another is of Criflalle, and another of 
Jafpre grene, another of Amaryfl, another of 
Sardyne, another of Corndinc, and the fe- 
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ttrene that be iecttfcbc od his^dt^ is df Crf- 
Ibly re. Asd alie theife Degree ha^ bekkrai 
with fynGold, with theMther preCkmsStcmb!^ 
leer with grete PtAcs^nfctA. Abd the fySes 
of the Sege of bis Tfarotie ben »f Enfenodet, 
and bordured wtdi Gold iuttt obbely, and 
did^d with other prectons Stones and grete 
Perles. And alle the Ptleres in bisOi«^>re, 
ben of fyne Gold with precious Stones, and 
with many Carboncles, thatzeven gretlyght 
i^n the nyght to alle peple. And alle be it 
that die Charboncle zeve iyghr right y now, 
natheles at alle tymes brennethe a Vefletle of 
Criflaile fbtle of Bawme, for to zeven gode 
iinelle and odonr to the Emperotir, and to 
voyden awey alk wyldkede Eyres and ctit- 
Tupciouns. And the forme of his Bedd is of 
iyneSaphires bended with Gold, for to make 
him flepen wel, and to refreynen him from 
Lechery e. For he Wille not lyise With bis 
Wyfes, imt 4 fithes in the Zccr^ aftre die 4 
Ccfomis : and that is only for to engendre 
Children. He bathe alio a fuHe fayr Palays 
and a noblci at the Cytee ofNyfij where that 
he dwdlethe, whan him bed ly^QCthc : but 
the Ayr is not to attempree, as it is at tHe 
Gy tee of Sufe. And zee fchdile nndirflondt, 
that in^ alle his Gontree, oe in die Ceurtrees 
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there alie abome, men ecen noghce bat ones 
in the <iay, as men don in the Court of the 
grete Cbane. And fb thei eten every day in 
his Court, mo than 30000 perlbnes, with 
outen goeres and comercs. But the 30000 
peribnes of hi> Contree, ne of the Contree of 
the grete Chane^ ne fpenden noghte io moche 
Gode, as don izooo of oure Contree. This 
Emperour Treftre John hathe evere more 7 
Kynges with him, to ierve him : and thei de- 
parten hife Service be certeyn Monethes. And 
with theife Kyc^es ferven atUe weys yx Dukes 
and 360 Erles. And alle the dayes of the 
Zeer, there eten in his Houihold and in his 
Court, IX Erchel^sflioppesand xo Bisfhoppes. 
And the Patriark of feynt Th<mas is there, 
as is the Pope here. And the Erchebisfhoppes 
and the Btslhoppes- and the Abbottes in that 
Contree, ben aUe Kynges. And everyche of 
theife grete Lordes knowen wei y now the 
attendance of hire Servyce. The on is May- 
iter of his Houfhold, another is his Chamber- 
ieyn> another fervethe him of a Dyflche, a^ 
nother of the Cuppe, another is Sty warc^ a- 
nothcr is Marefchalle^ another is Prynce of 
his Armes : and thus is he fiilie nobely and 
ryally fcrvcd. And his Lond durethe in ver- 
ry brede 4 Monethes iom^es,. and in lengthe 
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out of mefure : that is to leyn, allc the Ylcs 
undir Ertbe, that wee fuppofen to ben un- 
dir us. 

Befydc the Yle of Tentexohre^ that is the 
Lond oiTreJire John^ is a gret Yle long and 
brode, that men clepcn Mtljlerak ; and it is 
in the Lordfchipe of Trejlre John. In that 
Yle is gret plentce of Codes. There was 
d welly nge foratyme a ryche man, and it is 
not longe fithen, and men clept him Gatho- 
lonabes ; and he was fuUe of Cauteles and of 
fbtylle Diiceytes : and he hadde a fulle fair 
Caftelle^ ^nd a ftrong, in a Mountayne, fb 
flrong and fb noble, that no man cowde de- 
vife a fairere ne a ftrengere. And he had let 
muren alle the Mountayne aboute with a 
(Irong Wallc and a fair. And with inne tho 
Walks he had the faireft Gardyn, that ony 
man myghte beholde ; and therein were Trees 
berynge alle maner of Frutes, that ony man 
cowde devyfe : and there in were alfb alle 
maner vertuous Herbes of gode fmelle, and 
alle other Herbes alio, that berei;i faire Floures. 
And he had alfo in that Gardyn, many faire 
Welles ; and befide tho Welles, he had lete 
make faire Halles and faire Chambres, de^ 
peynted alle with Gold and Azure. And 
there weren in that place many a dyverfc 
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thingcs and many dyverfe ftories: and of 
B'eftes and of Bryddes, that Ibngen fulle de- 
Jed:abely , and mevedcn be craft, that it (emede 
that thei weren quyke. And he had alio ia 
hisGardynalle maner of Foules and of Beftes, 
that ony man myghte thcnke on, for to have 
pley or defport to beholde hem. And he had 
alfo in that place^ the faircfle Damyfeles, 
that myghte ben founde undir the Age of 15' 
Zerc, and the fairefte zongc ftriplynges, that 
men myghte gete of that fame age : and alle 
thei weren clothed in Clothes of Gold fully 
richely : and he feyde, that tho weren Aun- 
gdes. And he had alfo let make 3 Welles, 
faire and noble, and alle envyround with (Ion 
of Jafpre,of Criftalle, dyapred with Gold, and 
fett with precious Stones and gretc orient 
Perles And Jie had made a Conduyt undir 
Erthe, fo that the 3 Welles, at his lift, on 
fcholde renne Milk, another Wyn, and ano- 
ther Hony. And that place he clept Tara- 
dys. And whan that cny gode Knyght, that 
was hardy and noble, cam to fee this Rialtee, 
he wolde lede him into his Taradys, and 
Ichewen him thcile wondirfuUe thinges, to 
his defport^ and the marvey llous and delicious 
Song of dyverfe Briddes, and the faire Damy- 
feles, and the faire Welles of Mylk, Wyn 
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and hony, plcntevous rennynge. And He 
wolde let make dy verft Indrumentes of Mu- 
fick to fownen in an highe Tour, Co merily 
that it was joy e for to here ; and nd mab 
fcholde fee the craft thereof: Add tho, he 
feyde, weren Aungeles of God, and that place 
was Taradys^ that God had behighte to his 
Frendcs, feyenge, ^abo vobis TerramflueH- 
tern ladie ^ Melle. And thanne wolde he 
makcn hem to drynken of certcyn drynk, 
where of anon thei fcholden be dronken. And 
thanne wolde hem thidken gretter delyt, than 
thei hadden before. And than wolde he feyc 
to hem, that zif thei wolde dyen fot him and 
for his love, that aftir hire Dethe, thei (cholde 
come to his Taradys\ and thei fcholde ben 
of the age of the Damyfeles, and thei fcholde 
pleyen with hem, and zit ben Maydenes. 
And aftir that, zit fcholde he putteu hem in 
a fayrere Taradys^ where that thei fchold fee 
God of Nature vifibely, in his Mageftee and 
in his Blifle. And than wolde he fchewe hem 
his entent, and feye hem, that zif thei wolde 
go He fuche a Lord or fuche a man, that was 
his Enemye or contrarious to his lift, that thei 
fcholde not drede to don it, and for to beflayn 
therefore hemfelf: for aftir hire Dethe, he 
wolde putten hem into another Taradys, that 
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was an 100 fold fairere than ony of the to- 
there : and there fchode thei dwellen with 
the mod faired Damyfellcs that myghte be, 
and pley with hem ever more. And thus 
wenten many dyverfe lufty Bacheleres for to 
fle grete Lords^ in dyveric Countrees, that 
weren his enemyes, and maden hem lelf to 
ben flayn, in hope to have that Taradys. And 
thus often tyme, he was revenged of his cne- 
myes, be his fbtylle difceytes and falfe Cau- 
teles. And whan the worthi men of the Con- 
tree hadden perceyved this fotylle falihod of 
this Gatholdnakes^ thei afTembled hem with 
force, and affayleden his Caflelle, and ilowea 
him, and dedroyden alle the fair places, and 
ille the nobletees of that Taradys. The place 
of the Welles and of the Walles and of many 
other thinges, ben zit apertly fene : but the 
tichede is voyded clene. And it is not longe 
gon, fithe that place was dedroyed. 
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Cap. XXVIIL 

Of the Develes Hede in the yaleye peri-- 
lous ; and of the Cufioms of folk in 
dyverfe TleSy that ben ahouten^ in the 
Lordfchipe of Prtfirc John. . 

BESYDE that Yle of Miftorak^ upon 
the left fydc, nyghe to the Ryvere of* 
Thifin^ is a marveylous thing. There is a 
Vale betwene the Mountaynes, that durethe 
nyghe a 4 Myle : and fummen clepen it the 
Vale enchaunted ; fome clepen it the Vale of 
Develes, and fome clepen it the Vale perilous* 
In that Vale, heren men often tyme grete 
Tempeftesand Thondrcs and grete Murmures 
and Noyfes, alle dayes and nyghtes : and gret 
noyfe, as it were fown of Tabours and of 
Nakeres and Trompes, as thoughc it were of 
a gret fefte. This Vale is alle fuUe of Develes, 
and hathe ben alle weys. And men feyn 
there, that it is on of the entrees of Hellc. 
In that Vale is gret plentee of Gold and Syl- 
vcr: wherefore many mys belevynge men, 

and 
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and manye Criftene men alfo, gon in often 
tyme, for to have of the Threfoure, that there 
is : but fewe comen azen ; and namely of 
the mys belevynge men, ne of the Criftene 
men nouther: for thei ben anon (Irangled of 
Dcveles. And in mydde place of that Valet 
undir a Roche, is an Hed and the Vifage of 
a Devyl bodyliche, fuUe horrible and dread* 
fblle to fee, and it fchewethe not but the 
Hed, to the Schaldres. But there is no man 
in the World fo hardy, Criftene man ne other, 
but that he wolde ben a drad for to beholdc 
it ; and that it wolde femen him to dye for 
drede ; fb is it hidoufe for to beholde. For 
he beholdethe every man fo fcharply, with 
dreadfuUe Ey en, that ben evere more mevynge 
and fparklynge, as Fuyr, and chaungethe and 
fterethe fb often in dyverfe manere, with fo 
horrible Countenance, that no man dar not 
neighen towardes him. And fro himcomethe 
out Smoke and Stynk and Fuyr, and (b 
moche Abhomynacioun, that unethe no man 
may there endure. But the gode Criftene 
men, that ben ftable in the Feythe, entren 
welle withouten perile. For thei wil flrft 
Ichryven hem, and marken hem with the to- 
kene of the Holy Cros ; fb that the Fendes 
ne ban no Power over hem. But alle be it 

Z 3 that 
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that thei ben with outen pcrile, zit nathelcs 
ne ben thei not with oaten drede, whan that 
thei leen the Develes vifibcly and bodyly alle 
aboute hem, that maken fulle many dyverfc 
AfTautes and Manaces in Eyr and in Erthe, 
and agaften hem with (Irokes of Thondre 
blades and of Tempeftes. And the mode 
drede is, that God wole taken Vengeance 
thanne, of that men han mys don azen his 
Wille. And zee ichulle undirflonde, that 
whan my Fellows and I weren in that Vale, 
wee weren in gret thought, whether that wee 
durflen putten oure Bodyes in aventnre, to 
gon in or non, in the protecciouu of God. 
And s5me of oure Fellow es accordeden to 
enter, and fomme noght. So there weren 
with us X worthi men, Frere Menoures that, 
weren of Lombardycy that feyden, that zif 
ony man wolde entren, thei wolde gon ia 
with us. And when thei hadden feyd k^ 
upon the gracyous truft of God and of hem, 
wee leet lynge MafTe, and made every man 
to ben fchry yen and houfeld : and thanne wee 
entreden 14 perfonnes ; but at oure goynge 
out, wee weren but 9. And fo wee wifteii 
nevere, whether that oure Fellowcs weren 
loft, or elle turned azen for drede : but wee 
ne iaughe hem never after: and tho weren x 

me^ 
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men of Grece and 3 of Spayne. And oure o- 
ther Fellows, that wolden not gon in with us, 
thei wenten by another Code, to ben before 
us, and fo thei were. And thus wee pafTeden 
that perilouie Vale, and founden thereinne 
Gold and Sylver and precious Stones and riche 
Jewelles gret plentee, both here and there, as 
us femed : but whether that it was, as us 
lemede, I wot nere : for I touched none, be- 
caufe that the Develes ben fo fubtyle to make 
a thing to feme otherwifc than it is, for to 
difcey ve manky ndc : and therfore I towched 
none ; and alfo becaufe that I wolde not ben 
put out of my Devocioun : for I was more 
devout thanne, than evere I was before or 
after^ and alle for the drede of Fendes, that I 
faughe in dy verfe Figures ; and aifb for the 
gret multy tude of dede Bodyes, that I faughe 
there liggynge be the Weye, be alle the Vale 
as thoughe there had ben a Bataylle betwene 
X Kynges and the myghtyeft of the Contree, 
and that the gretter partyc had ben diicomfy- 
ted and flayn. And I trowe, that unetbe 
fcholde ony Contree have fb moche peple 
with in him, as lay flayn in that Vale, as us 
thoughte; the whiche was an hidoufe fight 
to feen. And I merveylled moche, that thepc 
weren fo many^ and the Bodyes all hote, 
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with outcn rotyngc. But I trowe, that Fendes 
made hem femen to ben To hole^ with outen 
lotynge. But that myghce not ben to myn 
avys, that fo manye fcholde have entred fb 
newely, ne fb manye newely flayn, with out- 
en llynkynge and rotynge. And manye of 
hem weren in habite of Criftene men: but I 
trowc wel, that it weren of fuche, that wentea 
in for CO very fe of the Threfoure, that was 
there, and hadden over moche febleneffe in 
Feithe ; (b that hire Hertes nc myghtc not 
cnduren in the Beleve for drede. And ther- 
fore weren wee the more devout a gret del ; 
and zit wee weren caft doun and beten down 
many tymes to the hard Erthe, be Wyndes 
and Thondres and Tempeftes: but evere 
more God of his grace halp us : and fo wee 
pafled that perilous Vale, with outen perilc 
^nd with outen encombrance. Thanked be 
alle myghty Godd. 

Aftre this, bezonde the Vale, is a gret Yle, 
where the folk ben grete Geauntes of 28 Fote 
longe or of 30 Fore longe: and thei han no 
Clothinge, but of Skynnes of Beftes, that thei 
hangen upon hem : and thei eten no Breed, 
but alle raw Flefchc : and thei drynken Mylk 
of Beftes; for thei ban plentce of all? BeftayU 
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le. And thci have none Houfes, to lyen innc. 
And thei etcn more gladly mannes Fleflchc, 
thanne ony other Flefche. In to that Yle 
dar no man gladly entren : and zif thei (een a 
Schipp and Men there inne, anon thei entren 
in to the See, for to take hem. 

And men fey den us, that in an Yle bezon- 
de that, wcren Geantes of grettere Stature ; 
sGme of 45" Fote, or jo Fote long, and as fomc 
men feyn, sttme of jo Cubyt^ long : but 
I faghe none of tho ; for I hadde no lull to go 
to tho parties, becauie that no man comethe 
nouther in to that Yle ne in to the other, 
but zif he be devoured anon. And among 
tho Geauntes ben Scheep, als grete as Oxen 
here ; and thei beren gret Wolle and roughe. 
Of the Scheep I have feyn many tymes. And 
men han feyn many tymes tho Geauntes 
taken men in the See out of hire Schippes, 
and broughte hem to lond, x in on bond and 
X in another, etynge hem goynge, alle rawc 
and alle quyk. 

Another Yle is there toward the Northc, 
in the See Occean, where that ben fulle 
cruele and fill evele Wommen of Nature ; 
and thei han precious Stones in hire Eyen : 
;ind thei bea of that kynde, that zif thei 
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• beholden ony man with wratthe, thei flen 
him anon with the beholdynge, as dothe the 
Badlisk. 

Another Yle is there, fulfe fair and gode 
and gret, and fuUe of peple, where the coflom 
is ftiche, that the firfte nyght that thei ben 
maryed, thei maken another man to lye be 
hire Wifes, for to haVe hire Maydenhode : 
and cherfore thei taken gret Kuyre and gret 
Thank. And ther ben certeyn men in every 
Town, that ferven of non other thing ; and 
thei clepen hem Cadeberlz^ that is to leyn^ 
the Poles of Wanhope. For thei of the Con- 
tree holden it (b gret a thing and fb perilous^ 
for to have the Maydenhode of a Woman, 
that hem femethe that thei that haven firft the 
Maydenhode, puttethe him in aventureof his 
Lif. And zif the Husbonde fynde his Wif 
Mayden, that other next nyghte, after that 
fche fohoide have ben leyn by of the man,thar 
is affigned therefore, perauntes for Dron- 
kenefTe or for fome other caufe, the Husbon^ 
de fohalle pleyne upon him, that he bathe not 

« VVtn. L. 7. C. 1. In tadtm jiffrica fdmiUas quafddm rf- 
frfclnant'mm^ lilgonus cr Nymphodorus tradnnt^ qnarum IdUH 
datione, intereant Probata f Mrtfcam jfrhires, emorianttir In/an* 
us. Eft ijufdem generis in Trib^Uts v lUyriis adjicit Ifigonui[» 
ami vifi* qnoqut efafiinenf intcrimantqHt, quos diutins intstear*^ 
fUTt iratis fricifui qchUs. 
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don his Devecr, in fuche cruelle wife, as 
thoughc he wolde have him llayn therfore. 
But after the firfte nyght, that thei ben leyn 
by, thei kepen hem fo ftreytely, that thei 
ben not fo hardy to fpeke with no man. And 
I asked hem the caufe, whi that thei helden 
fuche cuftom : and thei feyden me, that of 
old tyme, men hadden ben dede for deflou- 
rynge of Maydenes, that hadden Serpcntes in 
hire Bodyes, that (longen men upon hire 
Zerdes, that thei dyeden anon: and therfore 
ihei helden that cuftom, to make other men, 
ordcyn'd therfore, to lye be hire Wyfes, for 
drede of Dethe, and to afTaye the pafTage be 
another, rather than for to putte hem in that 
aventure. 

Aftre that, is another Yle, where that 
WSmen maken gret Sorwe, whan hire Chil- 
dren ben y born : and whan thei dyen, thei 
maken gret Fefte and gret Joye and Re- 
velle, and thanne thei caften hem in to a gret 
Fuyr brenny nge. And tho that loven wel hire 
Husbondes, zif hire Husbondes ben dede, thei 
caften hem alfo in the Fuyr, with hire Children 
and brennen hem. And thei leyn, that the 
Fuyr fchalle clenien hem of alle filthes and of 
alle Vices, and thei fohulle gon pured and 
dene in to another World, to hire Hosbondesj 

and 
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Mid did fchnile Icrfen hire Clnidrd wixh 
bexTL And die csule whi disc die^ waaen^ 
wbcsL hire Childrea ben bom, is diis, Fas 
wfaaa chci ccmezi ta m dus Waiidr did co- 
sies to kifaeiuv iorwe and hevyndie : Jkiui 
wfac did inakcxi ioye an^ giadnefie at hixs 
dfot^ is be caofe diaiv as did teyn,. thgw™* 
fhei pm to T^ma^y where die Ryrcses rm- 
sen Mytk aod Hony^ where diat mea ig^n 
ftem in ioye and in hoboodance of Goifes^ 
widi oncen fbrwe and labour, in diac YIc 
sen maken hire Kjrng ercre mmre be gl<H-r-^ 
con ' and diey ne chde him nought iot nr^ 
Nobkfle ne for no Riccfaefic, but libcfae an on 
as is of gode Biancres and of gode Ccndici- 
ciB», and therewith aile r^^hcfixile; and alio 
d!iac be be of gret Age, and that he ha^e no 
Children. In diar Yle mai ben foUe righte- 
lullc, and dici don rightfiille la^cmenccs in 
every caofe, bothe of ricfae and pore, Ibiale 
and grcte, aftrc the quantyree of the trelpas 
that is roys ^n. And the Kyng may nought 
deme no man lo Dctbe, with ouren afient o^* 
his Baroons and other wyle men of Conleille; 
and that alle the Coort accorde thcrto. And 
zif the Kyng him felf do ony Homycydie or 
ony Cryme, as to fle a man, or ony fuche 
cas, be icholle dye therefore ; but he fchallc 

not 
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bot be flayn, as another man, but men fchulle 
defende in peyne of Dethe, that no man be (b 
hardy to ma|ee him Companye, nc to ipekc 
with hym, ne that no man zeve him ne Telle 
him ne (crvc him nouther of Mete ne Drynk : 
and ib fchalle he dye in myfchef. Thei (pare 
no man that hath trefpaced, nouther for love 
ne for favour ne for riccheflfe ne for Noblefic, 
but that he fchalle have aftre that he hathc 
don. 

Bezonde that Ylc, is another Ylc, where i$ 
gret multytudc of Folk ; and thci wole not for 
nothing eten Flefche of Hares, ne of Hennes^ 
ne of Gees : and zit thei bryngen forthe y 
now, for to feen hem and to beholden hem 
only. But thei eten Flefchc of alle other 
Beftes, and drynken Mylk. In that Contre, 
thei taken hire Doughtres and hire Suflres to 
here Wyfcs, and hire othere KynnelwCmcn. 
And zif there ben 10 or ix men or mo dwel- 
lynge in an Hows, the Wif of everyche of 
hem fchalle ben comoun to hem alle, that 
duellen in that Hows ; fb that every man may 
liggen with whom he wole of hem, on o 
nyght, and with another another nyght. And 
zif fchc have ony Child, fche may zeve it to 
what man fche \i% that hathe companycd 
with hire; fo that no man knoweth there, 

whether 
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v^hether the Child be his or anotheres. And 
zif ODy man feye to hem, tha; thei norifTcheh 
other menoes Children, thei anfweren, that 
fo don other men hires. In that Contre and 
be alle Tnde^ ben gret plentce of Cokodriiles^ 
that is a maner of a long Serpent, as I have 
feyd before. And in the nyght, thei dwellen 
in the Watir, and on the day, upon the Lond, 
in Roches and Caves. And thei ete no mete 
in alle the Wynter : but thei lyzn as in a 
Drem, as don the Serpentes. Theife Serpen- 
tcs flen men, and thei eten hem wepynge: 
and whan thei eten, thei meven the over Jow^, 
and noughte the nether Jowe ; and thei have 
no Tonge. In that Contree, and in many o-- 
ther bezonde that, and alio in manye on this 
half, men putten in werke the Sede of Co- 
toun : and thei fowen it every Zeer, and than 
^rowethe it in finale Trees, that beren Co- 
toun. And fo don men every Zeer; fo that 
there is plentee of Cotoun, at alle tymes. 
Itewi in this Ylc and in many other, there 
is a manner of Wode, hard and (Irong : who 
fo coverethe the Coles of that Wode undir 
the Aflches there offe, the Coles wil duellen 
and abyden alle quyk, a Zere or more. And 
that Tre hathe many Leves, as the Gynyprc 
hathe. And there ben alio many Trees, that 

of 
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t)f nature thci wolc never brenne ne rdte in 

no manerc. And there ben Note Trees, that 

beren Notes, als grete as a Mannes Hed. 

There alfo ben many Beftes, that ben clept 

Orafles. In Arahyei thei ben clept Ger- 

fauntz ; that is a Bed pomelee or Ipotted ; 

that is but a litylle more highe^ than is a 

Stede: but he hathe the Necke a lo Cubytes 

long : and his Croup and his Tayl is as of an 

Hert : and he may loken over a gret highe 

Hous. And there ben alfo in that Contree 

manye Camlcs, that is a lytille Bed as a 

Goot, that is wylde, and he Jyvethe be the 

Eyr, and etethe nought ne drynkethe noi^ht 

at no tyme. And he chaungethe his colour 

often tyme : for men feen him often fcithes, 

now in o colour and now in another coloiu:: 

and he may chaunge him in to alle maner of 

coloures that him lift, faf only in to red and 

white. There ben alfo in that Contree paf^ 

fynge grete Serpentes, stime of 120 Fote 

long, and thei ben of dyverfe coloures, as 

rayed, rede, grene and zalowe, blewe and 

blake and alle fpekelede. And there ben o- 

there, that han Creftes upon hire Hedcs : and 

thei gon upon hire Feet upright: and thei 

ben wei a 4 Fadme gret or more 2 and thei 

duellen alle weye in Roches or in Moun- 

tay nes : 
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taynes: and thei han allc wey the Throtc 
open, of whens thei droppen Venym alle 
weys. And there ben alfo wylde Swyn, of 
many coloures, als grete as ben Oxen in oure 
Contree, and thei ben alle ipocted, as ben 
zonge Fowncs. And there ben alfo Urchounes, 
als grete as wylde Swyn here* Wee clepen 
hem Toriz de Spyne. And there ben Lyouns 
alle whyte, gret and myghty. And there ben 
alfo of other Belles, als grete and more gret« 
ter than is ^ a T^efirere : and men clepen hem 
Loerancz : and fum men clepen hem Oden- 
thos : and thei han a blak Hed and 3 longe 
Homes trenchant in the Front, Icharpe as a 
Sword ; and the Body is fclender. And he is 
a fuUe felonous Bed : and he chacethe and 
(leethe the Olifaunt. There ben alfo manye 
other Belles, fulle wykked and cruelle, that 
ben not mocheles more than a Bere : and thei 
han the Hed lyche a Bore ; and thei han 6 
Feet: and on every Foote x large Clawes 
trenchant : And the Body is lyche a Bere, 
and the Tayl as a Lyoun. And there bea 
alfo My fe, als grete as Houndes ; and zalowc 
Myfe, als grete as Ravenes. And there ben 
Gees alle rede, thre (ithes more gret than oure 
here : and thei han the Hed, the Necke and 
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the Brcft alle blak. And many other dy verfc 
JBeftes ben in tho Contrees, and elle where 
there abouten: and nianye dyverfe Briddes 
alfo ; of the whiche, it were to longe for to 
telle zou: and therefore I pafTe over at this 
tyme. 
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Cap. XXIX. 

ty /^^ Godeneffe of the folk of the Tie 
of Bragman. Of Kyng Alifandre : 
and wherfore the Emperotir of Ynde 
is clept iPreflre John. 

AND bezonde that Yle, is another Yle, 
gret and gode, and plentyfous, where 
that ben gode folk and trewe, and of gode 
lyvynge, aftre hire Beleve, and of gode 
Fey the. And alle be it that thei ben not crifl- 
ned, ne have no perfytLawe, zit natheles of 
ky ndely Lawe, thei ben fulle of alle Vertue, 
and thei efchewen alleVices and alle Malices and 
alleSynnes. For thei ben not proudenecovey- 
tous ne envyous ne wrathefUUe ne glotouns 
ne leccherous ; ne thei don to no man other 
wife than thei wolde that other men diden to 

A a hems 
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bem: and in this poynt^ thei fqlldilleQ the 
10 Commandemetites of God: and thei zive 
no charge of Aveer ne of RicchefTe : and thei 
lye noti ne thei fwere not, fbr non occaff- 
ottn ; bat thei fcy« fymply, ze and nay. Fot 
thei feyn, He that iWerethe, will difceyve bis 
Neyghbore: and therfore aile that thei don^ 
fhei don it with outen Othe And men clepeot 
that Yle, the Yle of Bragman : and some men 
clepen it the Lond of Fey the. And thorgh 
that Lond, rennethe a gret Ryvere, that is 
clept Thebe. And in generalle, alle the men 
of tho YIes and of alle the Marches there a* 
bouten, ben more trewe than in ony othere 
Contrees there aboutcn, and more righte fiillc 
than othere, in alle thinges. In that Yle is 
no Thief^ ne Mordrere, ne comoun Woman^ 
ne pore beggere, ne nevcre was man flayn ia 
thatContrec. And thei ben {o chaft, and le- 
den fb gode lif, as tho thei weren religious 
men.: and thei faften alle dayes. And becanfe 
thei ben fb trewe and fo rightfuUe and fo fiillc 
of alle gode condiciouns, thei weren nerere 
greyed with Tcmpeftes ne with Thondrc ne 
with Leyt ne with Hayl ne with Peftylencc 
ne with Werre ne with Hungre ne with non 
other tribulaccioun, as wee ben many tymes 
amonges as, fbr oure Synnct. Wherfore ft 

femethe 
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icmethc wel, that God lovcthc hem and is 
^lefcd with hire Crcance, for hire godc De- 
tics. Thci beleven wel in God, that made 
alletbinges; and him thei worlchipen. And 
thei prcylcn non crthely RicchcfTc ; and fb 
thci ben alle right fulle. And thei ly vcn fulle 
ordynatly, and (b (bbrely in Met and Drynk, 
that thei lyven right longc. And the mod 
part of hem dy en with-outen Sykncfic, whan 
nature feylethe hem for elde. Attd it befellc 
in Kyng Alifandrefi tyme, that he purpofcd 
him to conquerc that YIe, and to maken hem 
to holden of him. And whan thci of the 
Contrc herden it, thei fenten MefTangcrcs to 
him with Lettres, that fcyden thus, What 
may ben y now to that man, to whom alle the 
World is infuffifant: thou fchalt fynde no 
thing in us, that may caufe the to warren a- 
zenft us: for wee have no RicchefTe, nc none 
wee covey ten : and alle the Godes of our Con- 
tree ben in comoun. Ourc Mete, that we 
ftifteyne with alle ourc Bodyes, is oure Ric- 
chcfle : and in (IWc of trefoure of Gold and 
Sylver, wee maken oure Ttdbure of Accord 
and Pees, and for to love every man other. 
And for to apparaylle with oure Bodyes, wcc 
ufena fely litylle Clout, for to wrappen in ourc 
Carey ncs. Ourc Wyfcs nc ben not arrayed 
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for to make no man plefance, but only con- 
nable Array, for to efchewe Folyc. Whaii 
men peyncn hem to arraye the Body, for to 
make it femen fayrere than God made it, thei 
don gret Synne. For man fcholde not devifc 
ne aske grettre Bcautec, than God hath ordeyn- 
cd man to ben at his Birthe. ' The Erthe 
myny ftrethe to us x thinges ; oure Liflode, that 
comethe of the Erthe that wee ly ve by, and 
oure Sepulture aftte oure Dethe. Wee have 
ben in perpetuelle Pees rille now, that thou 
come to difherite us; and alio wee have a 
Kyng, nought for to do Juftice to every man ; 
for he fchalle fynde no forfete amonge us; 
but for to kcpe noblefle, and for to Ichewc 
that wee ben obeyfTant, wee have a Kyng. 
For Juftice ne hathe not among us no place : 
for w ee don no man other wile than wee de- 
fircn that men don to us ; io that rightwiPr 
"ncfTe ne Vengeance han nought to don amon* 
ges us ; io that no thing thou may take Go 
us, but oure^gode Pes, that alle weys hatfae 
durcd amonge us. And wh|p Kyng Alifan^ 
dre 4iad rad theife Lettres, he thoughte that 
he feholde do gret Synne, for to trouble hem : 
and thanne he fente hem Surteez, that thef 
fcholde not ben aferd of him, and that thei 
fcholde kepen hire gode maneres and hire 
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jgoAt Pecs, as thei hadden ufed before of 
cufloiD ; and fo he let heai allone. 

Another Yle there is, that men clepen 0;c/- 
drate ; and another YIc, that men clepen Gy^ 
nofophe^i where there is alio godc folk, and 
fulle of gode Fey the : and thei holden for the 
mod partyc, the gode condiciouns and cu- 
iloms and gode maneres, as men of the Con- 
tree above leyd: but thei gon alle naked. 
In to that Yle entred Kyng Alifandre^ to fee 
the manere. And \vl]en he iaughe hire gret 
Feythe and hire Trouthe, that was amonges 
iiem, he feyde that he wolde not greven hem : 
and bad hem aske of him, what that they ' 
wolde have of hym, RiccheflTe or ony thing 
clles; and thei fcholde have it with gode 
wille. And thei aniwerden, that he was riche 
y now, that hadde Mete and Drynke to fii- 
ileyne the Body with. For the Ricchefle of 
this World, that is trandtorie, is not worthe : 
but zif it were in his power to make hem in- 
mortalle, there of wolde thei preyen him, and 
thanken him. And Alifandre anfwerde hem, 
that it was not in his powere to don it; be- 
cauie he was mortelle, as thei were. And 
thanne thei asked him, whi he was fo proud 
and fo fierce and fo befy , for to putten alle the 
World undre his fbbjeccioun, righte as thou 
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were a God; and haft no terme of this liSi^ 
neither day ne hour; and wylneft to have 
alle the World at thi commandement, that 
fchalle leve, the with outen fayle, or tfaoa 
leve it. And righte as it hathe ben to other 
men before the, righte fo it fchalle ben to o- 
there afcre the : and from hens fchal tow here 
BO thyng; but as thou were born nakeds^ 
righte lb alle naked fchalle thi Body ben turn- 
ed in to Erthe, that thou we^e made of. 
Wherfbre thou fcholdeft thenke and impreflic 
it in thi mynde, that nothing is inmortaUCy 
but only God, that made alle thing. Be the 
whiche anfwere, Alifandre was gretly afto- 
ceyed and abayft; and alle confuie departe 
fr6 hem. And alle be it that theyfe folk han 
not the Articles of oure Fythe, as wee hao^^ 
natheles for hire godc Feythe naturelle, and 
for hire gode entent, I trowe fulle, that God 
lovetbe hem, and that God take hire Seryyfe 
to gree, right as he did of Job^ that was a 
Paynem, and held him for his trewe Scrvaunt. 
And therfore alle be it that there ben many 
dy verfe Lawes in the World, zit I trowe, that 
God lovethe alweys hem that loven him, and 
ferven him mekely in trouthe : and namely,^ 
hem that difpyfen the veyn Glorie of thisi 
World ; as this folk don, aqd as Job did alio ;^ 
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mA therfore feyde oore Lorde, be the mouthe 
of Ossee the Prophcte, Tonam eis multifile 
f€s Leges meas. And alio in another pkcc, 
j^i totum Orbemfubdit fnis Legibus. And 
alio our Lord feythe in the GoQielle, Alias 
Oves hubeo^ que mn Jknt ex hoc OvUi : that 
is to feyne, that he badde othere ServaonteSy 
than tho that ben undre Criftene Lawe. And 
to that acordethe the Avifioun, that feynC 
Vetir faughe at Jaffey how the Aungel cam 
from Hevene, and broughte before him diverle 
BefteSy as Serpentes and other crepynge Be-' 
ftes of the Erthei and of other alfo gret plen- 
tee, and bad him take and ete. And Seym 
Vetir anfwerde; I- ete never, qaoth he, of 
iinclene Beftes. And thanne feyde the Ann- 
gelle, N<m dicas inmundai que T)eus munda^ 
vit. And that was in tokene, that no maa 
(cboldc have in de^ite non erthely man, for 
bere diverfe Lawes: for wee knowe not; 
whom God lovethe, ne whom God hatethe. 
And for that enfample, whan men feyn, D£ 
frofundisy thei feyn it in comoun and in gene- 
salle, with the Crillene, fro animabus omnium 
defunBorunh pro quibus fit orandum. And 
iherfore feye I of this folk, that ben {6 trewc 
andfo fcythefiille, that God lovethe hem. For 
he hathe amonges hem many of the Piophe- 
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tes, and alle weye hathc had. And in tho 
Yles, thei prophecyed the Incarnacioun of 
cure Lord Jefu Crift, how he fcholde ben 
born of a May den ; 3000 Zeer or more, or 
oure Lord was born of the Virgyne Marie. 
And thei beleeven wel in jhe Incarnacioun, 
and that fulle perfitely : but thei knowe not 
the manere, how he fiiffied his PafTioun and 
Dethc for us. 

And bezonde theife Yles, there is another 
Ylc, that is clept Tytan. The folk of that 
Contree ne tyle not, ne labcure not the 
Erthe : for thei * eten no manere thing: and 
thei ben of gode colour, and of faire fchap, 
aftre hire gretnefle; but the fmale ben as 
Dwcrghes ; but not fo litylie, as ben the Pig- 
meyes. Theife men lyven be the ftaelle of 
wylde Apples: and whan thei gon ony fcr 
weye, thei bercn the Apples with hem. For 
zif thei hadde loft the favour of the Apples, 
thei fcholde dy en anon. Thei ne ben not fulle 
refbpable: but thei ben lymple ^nd befty- 
alle. 

^ Pl'm, L. 7. C, 1. Ad extremos fines Indid^ ah Ortente^ cir^ 
CA fontem Gan^is, Jfiomorum gentem fine ore, corpore toto h'^r- 
tarn veftirl frondlam Linugine, halltu tantum viventem cr odore 
quern narihus trahant. Nullum lilts C'tbum nullumque Potum : 
tantum Radicum florumque var'ios cdores isr Syhejlrium Malorum^ 
qut fecum portant longiore itinere ne, defit Olfaflus : graviore 
paulp odore haud diffictiUer exan'tmari, 
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Aftre that, is another Yle, where the folk 
ben alle skynned ronghe Heer, as a roi^h 
Beft, faf only the Face and the Fawme of the 
Hond. Thcife Folk gon als wel undir the 
Watirof the See, as thei don above the Lond, 
alle drye. And thei eten bothe FlefTche and 
Fiflche alle raughe. In this Yle is a grct 
Ry vere, that is wci a x Myle and an half of 
brede, that is clept ^ Beumare. And fro that 
Rivere a 15" journeys in lengthe, goynge be 
the Defcrtes of the tother fy de of the Ry vere, 
(whofo myght gon it, for I was not there; 
but it was told us of hem of the Contree, 
that with inne tho Defcrtes) weren the Trees 
of the Sonne, and of the Mone, that fpaken 
to Kyng Alifandre^ and warned him of his 
Dethe. And men feyn, that the folk that 
kepen tho Trees, and eten of the Frute and ^ 
of the Bawme that growethe there, ly ven wel 
400 Zeere or 5*00 Zeere, be vertue of the Frut 
and of the Bawme. For men feyn, that 
Bawme growethe there in gret plentee, and 
no where elles, faf only at Babyhyney as I 
have told zou before. ' Wee wolde han goo 
toward the Trees fiille gladly, zif wee had 
myght : but I trowe, that 1 00000 men of 
Armes myghte not paflcn tho Defcrtes lafly, 
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for the gret multytude of wylde Belles^ and 
of grcte Dragouns, and of gretc Serpentes^ 
that there ben, that flen and devouren alle 
that comcn aneyntes hem. In that Contre 
ben manye white. Oltfantes with ooten nom^ 
bre, and of Unycomes, and of Lyonns of 
many maneres, and many of fuche Beftes^ that 
I have told before, and of many other hy- 
doofe Beftes with outen nombre. 

Many othere Yles there ben in the Lond 
of Trefire John^ and many grete Mervey- 
les, that weren to long to tellen alJe, bothc 
of his Rfcchefle, and of his Noblefle, and of 
riie gret plentee alio of precious Stones, that 
he bathe. I trowe that zee knowe wel y 
now, and have herd feye, wherefore this Em- 
peronr is clept Trefire John. But nathales 
lor hem that knowen not, I fchalle feye zoa 
riie cairfe. It was fbmtyme an Emperour therc^ 
that was a worthi and a fuite noble Prynce, 
that hadde Criftene Knygbtes in his compa^* 
nye, as he hathe that is now. So it befeile^ 
that he h^dde gret lift for to fee the Service in 
the Chirche, among Criftenmen. And thaa 
dured Criftendom bezonde the Sec, alle Tnr^ 
Aycj Sunye^ Tar tar ie^ Jerufalem^ TaUfyne^ 
Arabyiy Halaffee^ and alle the Lond of E- 
gyj^te. So it befelle^ that this Emperour cam» 
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with aCriftcnc Knyght with him, into a Chir* 
che in Egypt-, and it was the Saterday ja 
IVyttfon woke. And the Bifhop made ordrcs. 
And he beheld and liftend the fervyfe fuUe 
tentyfly: And he askede the Criftcnc Knyght, 
what men of Degree the! icholden ben, that 
the Prelate had before htm. And the Knyght 
anfwerde and leyde, that thei fcholde ben Pre- 
fles. And than the Emperour feyde, that he 
wolde no longer ben clept Kyng ne Empe- 
rour, but Prcefl ; and that he wolde have the 
name of the firft Preell, that wente out of 
the Chirche : and his name was John. And 
fo evere more fithens, he is clept T^rejhe 
John. 

In his Lond ben manye Cridene men of 
godc Fey the and of gode Lawe ; and namely 
of hem of the fame CoQtree; and han co* 
mounly hire Preftes, that fyngen the Meiie, 
and maken the Sacrement of the Awtier of 
Bred, right as the Grekes don: but thei 
feyn not fb many thinges at the Mefle, as 
men don here. For thei ieyenot but only that, 
that the ApofUcs fey den, as oure Lord tanghte 
hem : righte as fey nt Teter and fey nt Thomsi 
and the other Apbftles fongen the Mefle, fey* 
enge the Vater-nojiery and the wordes of the 
Sacrement. But w<e have many mo addict^ 
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ouns, that dy verie Popes han made, that thci 
ne luiowe not ofie. 

Cap. XXX. 

Of the Hilles of Gold^ that Piffemyes 
kepen : and of the 4 Flodes, that co- 
men from Paradys tcrreftre. 

TOWARD the Eft party e of Treftre 
Johnes Lond, is an Yle gode and gret, 
that men clepen Taprobancy that is fiille no- 
ble and fulle frudhious : and the Kyng there- 
of is fiille ryche, and is undre the obeyflancc 
of Trejire John. And alle weys there thei 
make hire Kyng be Eleccyoun. In that He 
ben X Someres and x Wyntres ; and men herr 
veften the Gorn twyes a Zeer. And in alle 
the Celbuns of the Zeer ben the Gardynes 
floriiht. There dwellen gode folk and refb- 
nable, and manye Criftene men amonges hem, 
that ben fo riche, that thei wyte not what to 
done with hire Codes. Of olde tyme, whan 
men pafled from the Lond of Treftre John 
unto that Yle, men maden ordynance for to 
pafle by Schippe, \i day es or more : but now 
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men paflen by Schippe in 7 dayes. And men 
may fee the bocme of the See in many pia- 
ces : for it is not fiiile depe. 

Befyde that Yle, toward the Eft, ben x other 
Yles : and men clepen that on Ortlley and 
that other Ar^te ; of the whiche ailc the 
Lond is Myne of Gold and Sylven And 
tho Yles ben right where that the rede See 
departethe fro the See Occean. And in tho 
Yles men feen ther no Sterres fb clerly as in 
other places: for there apperen no Sterres, 
but only o clere Sterre, that men clepen C4- 
nafos. And there is not the Mone feyn in 
alle the Lunacioun^ faf only the feconde quar- 
teroun. In the Yle alfo of this Taprobane^ 
ben grete Hilles of Gold, that ^ Piflemyfes 
kepen fuUe diligently. And thei fynen the 
pared Gold, and caften away the unpnred. 
And theifc Piflemy res ben grete as Houndes : 
ib that no man dar come to tho Hilles : fot 
the Piflemyres wolde adaylen hem and de« 
vouren hem anon ; fo that no man may gete 
of that Gold, bat be gret fleighte. And ther* 
fore whan it is gret hete, the Piflemyres re- 
ften hem in the Erthe, from pryme of the 

^ Plin. L. II. C. 31. Indict FormlcA'''^AHrmm ex tavtmis 
igerknt terrt'^^lffit OMtim color felmm, magnUMdo JEgyfti Im- 
formm. 
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tkj in to Noon : and than the folk of tfaii 
Coatree taken Camayles, Dromedaries and 
Hors and other Beftes, and gon thidre, and 
chargen hem in alle hafte that thei may. And 
ftftre diat thei fleen awey, in aile h^e that 
die Beftes may go, or the Piflemyres comcn 
oat of the Erthe. And in other tymeS) whan 
it is not (b hote^ and that the PifTemyrts nc 
reften hem not in the Erthe, than thei geten 
Gold be this Sotyltte; Thei taken Mares^ 
that han zonge Coltes or Poles, and leyn 
upon the Mares voyde VefTelles made ther- 
fore; and thei ben- alle open aboven, and 
bangynge lowe to the Erthe : and thanne thei 
ieode forth tho Mares, for to pafturen aboote 
kbo Hilles, and with boiden the Poles with 
hem at home. And whan the Piflemyres (en 
tho VeiTelles, thei lepen in anon, and thei 
han this kynde, that thei lete no thing ben 
empty among hem, but anon thei fiilen it, be 
it what maner of thing that it t>e: and fo 
thei fiUen tho Veflclles with Gold. And 
whan that the folk fuppofen, that the Vef^ 
feUe ben fldle, thei putten forthe anon the 
zonge FoleS) and maken hem to nyzen aftre 
hire Dames ; and than anon the Mares rctor- 
nen towardes hire Poles, with hire charges of 
Gold: and than men difchai^en hem, and 
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fecten Gold y now be this fotyltcc. For the 
Piifemyres wole fafTren Beftes to gon asd 
jpdlureQ amoDges hem ; but no man in no 
wyfe. 

And Bezonde the Lend and the Yles and 
the Defertes of ^refire Johnes Lordichipe^ 
fn goynge (Ireyght toward the Eft, men fynde 
tiotbing but Moantaynes and Roches folic 
grete : and there is the derke Regyoun, where 
no man may fee, nouther be day ne be 
nyght, as thei of the Con tree feyo. And that 
Defert, and that place of Derknefie, duren 
fro this Coft unto Taradys terreftre ; where 
that Adam oure foremeft Fader^ and E'oe 
weren putt, that dwelleden there but lytylle 
while ; and that is towards the Eft, at the 
begynnynge of the Erthe. But that is not 
that Eft, that wee clep oure Eft, on this half, 
where the Sonne rifethe to us : for whenne 
the Sonne is Eft in tho partyes, toward Tara- 
dys terreftre^ it is thanne mydnyght in oure 
prties o this half, for the rowndenefte of the 
Erthe, of the whtche I have towched to zoo 
before. For oure Lord God made the Erthe 
alle round, in the mydde place of the Firm»* 
ment. And there as Mountaynes and Hilles 
ben, and Valeyes, that is not but only of Noes 
Flode, that wafted the io&t ground and the 
' tendre^ 
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tendre, and fellc doun into Valeycs: and 
the harde Erthe, and the Roche ab^^den 
- Mountaynes, whan the foft Erthe and tendre 
wax neffche, thrcghe the Water, and felle and 
becamen Valeyes. 

Of Taradys ne can not I fpeken propurly : 
for I was not there. It is fer bezonde j and 
that forthinkethe me: and alio I was not 
worth i. But as I have herd (eye of wyfe men 
bezonde, I fchalle telle zou with gode Wille, 
^aradys terrefire^ as wife men leyn, is the 
higheft place of Erthe, that is in alle the World : 
and it isfb highe, that it touchethcnyghe to the 
cercleof theMone^ there as the Mone makethe 
hire torn. For fche is fo highe, that the Flode of 
Noe no myght not come to hire, that wolde 
have covered allc the Erthe of the World alle 
aboute, and aboven and benethen, faf Tanh 
dys only allone. And this Taradys is endofed 
alle aboute with a Walle ; and men wyte not 
wherof it is. For the Wailes ben covered alle 
over with Mofle ; as it femethe. And it fe- 
methe not that the Walle is Ston of Nature. 
And that Walle ftrecchethe fro the Southe to 
the Northe ; and it hathe not but on entree, 
that is clofed with Fyre brennynge; fo that 
no man, that is mortalle, ne dar not entren. 
And in the mode highe place of Tardysj 
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tvcne in the myddel place^ is a Welle^ that 
caftethe ouc the 4 Flodes, that renneo be dy- 
. verie Loiides : of the whiche, the firfl: is ciepc 
^hifin or Ganges^ that is alle on; and it 
rennethe thoighe out Tnde or Emlak : in the 
whiche Ryvere ben manye precioufe Stones, 
and mochel of Lignu Aloes j and moche gra- 
Telle of Gold. And that other Ryvere is clept 
Nilus or Gyfifh that gothe be Ethiopey and 
aftre be Egyft. And that other is clept Ti- 
gris j that rennethe be Affitye and be Arme- 
nye the gretc. . And that bthcr is clept Eu- 
frates that rennethe alio be , Me dee and be 
Armonye and be Terfye. And men there 
bezonde feyn, that all the fwete Watrcs of 
the World aboven and benethen, taken hire 
begynny nge of the Welle of Turadys : and 
out of that Welle, alle Watres comen and 
' gon. The firfte Ryvere is clept Thifouy that 
is to (eyne in hire langage^ Aflemblee: For 
manye othere Ry veres meten hem there, and 
gon in to that Ryvere. And fum men clepen 
it Ganges ; for a Kyng that was in Tnde^ that 
highte Gangeresy and that it ran thorge out 
his Lond. And that Water is in lum place 
dere j and in fum place trouble ; in fiim place 
hoor^ and in liim place cold. The feconde 
Ryvere is clept Ntlus or Gyfin : for it is alle 
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wey e trouble i and Gyfin^ in the laogage bf 
Ethiofe^ is to feye trouble; and in the lao- 
gage of Egift alio. The tbridde Ryvere^ 
that is clept Tigris^ is as liiocfae for to feye 
as fade rennynge: for he rennethe'more fafte 
than ony of the tother. And alio there is a 
Beft, that is cleped Tigrisj that is Me ren- 
nynge. The fburthe Ryvere is clept Eufrates^ 
that is to feyne, wel berynge i for there grow-^ 
en many e Codes upon that Ryvere^as Cornes^ 
Frutes, and otherc Codes y nowe plentee. 

And zee ichuUe undirftonde, that no man 
that is mortelle, ne may not approchen to that 
tPsrady/. For be Londe no man may go for 
wylde beftes, that ben in the Defertes> and 
for the highe Mountaynes and gret hugp 
Roches, that no man may paife by, ibr the 
derke places that ben there, and that manye : 
And be the Ryveres may no man go ; for the 
water rcnnethe fo rudely ^md fb fcharply, be< 
caufe that it comethe doun To outrageouily 
from the highe places aboven, that it ren-^ 
nethe in (b grete Wawes, that no Scfaipp may 
not rowe ne feyle azenes it : and the ff^atre 
rorethe fo^ and makethe fo hoge noyie, and 
Ip gret rempeft, that no man may here ochec 
in the Schipp, thonghc he cryede with aUe 
the craft that 1m cowdt ^io the byeOe Yoystliac 
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he myghte. Many grete Lordes han aflayed 
with grct willc many tymcs for to paflen be 
tho Ry vcrcs toward Varadys^ with fuUc grcce 
Companycs : but thei myghte not /peden in 
hire Vi^e ; and manye dyeden for wery* 
ncflc of rowynge azenft tho ftronge Wawes ; 
and many of hem becamen blynde, and many 
devc, for the noy fe of the Water : and sttme 
Weren periflcht and lofte, with inne the 
Wawes : So that no mortel Je man inay appro* 
che to that place, with outen fpecyalle grace 
of God : fb that of that place I can feye zou 
bo more. And therfore I fchalle holde me 
ilille, and retornen to that that I have ieen: 

Cap. XXXI. 

Of the Cuftoms of Kynges, and othere 
that dwellen in the Ties cojlynge to 
Preftre Johnes Lond» And of the 
Worfchtpe^ that the Sone dothe to the 
Fader y whan he is dede. 

FROM tho Yles, that I have fpoken of 
before, in the Lond of Treftre John, 
that beo undre Erthe as to us, that ben o 
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this half, and of other Yles, that ben moti 
furthere bezonde ; who fo wiU purluen hcm^ 
for to comen azen right to the parties that ht 
cam fro; aod io environne alle Erthe: but 
what for the Yles, what for the See, aod 
what for llrong rdwynge,* fewc folk aflaycii 
for to paffen that paflage ; alle be it that men 
myghte don it wel, that myght ben of pow*^ 
er to dreflc him thereto ; as I have (eyd zoti 
before. And therfore men returnen from tbo 
Yles abovefeyd, be other Yles coftyngc fro 
the Lond of Treftre John. And thaone co* 
men men in returnynge to an YIe, that is 
clept Cajfbn : and that Yle hathe wel 60 jof- 
neyes in Icngthe, and more then 50 in brede. 
This is the befte Yle, and the beftc Kyng- 
dom, that is in alle tho partyes, out taken 
Cathay. And zif the Merchauntes ufeden al$ 
rooche that Contre as thei don Cathay ^^ it 
wolde ben better than Cathay^ in a ichor t 
while. This Contree is fuilc wel enhabytcd, 
and fo fuUe of Cytees, atid of gode Towner, 
and enhabyted with peple, that whan a man 
gothe out of o Cy tee, men feen another Cy- 
tee, evene before hem : and that is what par- 
tye that a man go, in alle that Contree. ^ Ih 
that Yle is gret plentce of alle Codes for to 
ly ve withi and of alle manere of Spices. And 
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there ben grete Foreftcs of Chefteynes. The 
Kyng of that YIe is fulle ryche and fuHe 
myghty: and natheles he holt his Lond of 
the grete Chane^ and is obeyflant to hym. 
For it is on of the ix Provynces, that the 
gret Chane hathe under him, with outen his 
propre Lond, and with outen other lefTe 
Yles, that he hathe: for he hathe fulle 
manye. 

From that Kyngdom comen men, in re- 
tumynge, to another YIe, that is clept Ry- 
hothe : and it is alfo under the grete Chane. 
That is a fiille gode Contree, and fulle plen- 
tefous of alle Codes and of Wy nes and Frur, 
jmd alle other RicchefTe. And the folk of 
that Contree han none Houfcs : but thei dwel- 
len and lyggen alle under Tentes, made of 
black Feme, by alle the Contree. And the 
princypallc Cytee, and the mod royalle, is 
^Ue walled with black (Ion and whice. And 
alle the Stretes alfo ben path6d of the fame 
Stones. In that Cytee is no man fb hardy, 
to fchede Blode of no man, ne of no Bed, 
for the reverence of an Ydole, that is wor- 
fchipt there. And in that YIe dwellethe the 
Pope of hire Lawe, that they clepen Lobajfy. 
This Lobaffy zevethe alle the Benefices, and 
^e other Dignytees,, and alle other thijnges, 
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that belongen to the Ydole. And alle th<a) 
that holden ony thing of hire Churches^ Re^ 
Itgious and othere, obey en to him ; as meq 
don here to the Pope of Rome. 

In that YIe thei han a Cufioni, be alle the 
Contree, that whan the Fader is dcd of ony 
xpan, and the Sone lift to do gret Worfchipo 
to his Fader, he fendethe to alle his Frendes^ 
and to alle his Kyn, and for religious mei^ 
and Preeftes, and for Mynftralle alfo, grec 
plentee. And thanne men beren the dede 
Body unto a gret Hille, with gret joyc anc| 
folempnyte. And when thei han brought ic 
thider, the chief Prelate fmytethc of the 
Hede, and leythe it. upon a gret platere of 
Gold and of Sylver, zif (b be he be a rich<j 
man ; and than he t^kethe the Hede to the 
Sone: and thanne the Sone and his Oitfaet 
Kyn fyngen and feyn manye Orifbuns : and 
thanne the Preftes, and the religious meoj^ 
fmyten alle the Body of the dede man in pe- 
ces : and thanne thei feyn certeyn Orifbuns. 
And the Fowles of rayeyne of aUe the Con- 
tree abouten knowen the cuftom of long tyme 
before, ^nd coipen flceoge aboven in the Eyr^ 
as Egles, Gledes, Ravenes and othcre Foulcs 
^f ravcyne, that eten Flefche. And than tlic. 
prcellcs caften the gobctt^s of the Flefche *^ 

^4 



Sir John Manndevile, Kt. 375 

and than the Foulcs eche of hem takethe that 
he may, and gothe a litille thens and etethe 
it : and fo the! don whils ony pece laftethe of 
the dede Body. And aftrc that, as Precftes 
amonges us iyngen for the dede, Subvenite 
JanBi !D^/, &c- right fo the Prceftes fyngco 
with highe voys in hire Langage, Behold- 
ethe how fo worthi a man, and how gode 
a man this was, that the Aungeles of God 
comen for to fechen him, and for to bryngeo 
him in to Taradys. And thanne femethe it 
to the Sone, that he is highliche worichipt^ 
whan that manye Briddes and Fooies and Ra« 
veyne comen and eten his Fader. And he 
that hathe mod nombre of Foules, is moft 
worfchiped. Thanne the Sone bryngethe 
boom with him alle his Kyn, and his Frendes^ 
and alle the othere to his Hows, and make-« 
the hem a gret iFefte. And thanne alle his 
Frendes maken hire avaunt and hire Daly- 
ance,^ how the Fowles comen thider, here ^y 
here 6^ here 10, and there lo, and fo forthe : 
and thei rejoyflen hem hugely for to fpeke 
there of. And whan thei ben at Mete, the 
Sone let brynge forthe the Hcdc of his Fader, 
and there of he zevethe of the Flefche to his 
iQpft Ipecyalle Frendes, in ftede of * Entre 

^D9^mt. E. 1, 1.3,4- ^ 
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Mefle, or a Sijkkarkc. -^nd of the Brayq 
panne, he letethe ni^ke a Cuppe, and there 
Qf drynkeche he apd his other Frendes alfo^ 
with gret Devocioun, in remembrance of th^ 
holy man, that the Aungeles of Goc} han ecen. 
And that Cuppe the Sone fchalle kep^ tc^ 
drynkenof, allehislif tyme, in remembrance 
of his Fadir. 

From that Load, in returnynge be lo jor- 
neys thprge oqt the Lpnd of the grcte Chane^ 
is another gode Yle, and a gret Kyngdom, 
where the Kyng is fullc riche apd royghty. 
Aod amonges the riche mep of his Contrec, 
is a paHynge riche inan, that is no Pryuce, 
ne Duke ne Er} ; but he hathe mo that holdeq 
of him Lpndes and other Lordfchipes : for he 
is more riche. For he hathe every zeer of 
^annuelle Rente 300000 Hors charged with 
Cora of dy verfe Greynes and of Ry?s : 9Qd 
fo he iedethe a fulie poble Lif, and a dely- 
cate, aftre the cuftom of the Contrec. For 
he hathe every day, 50 fair D^myfeies, allp 
Maydcnes, that fervxp him everemore at his 
Mete, apd for to lye be hem o nyght, and 
for to do with hem that is to his plelance. 
And whan he is at the Table, thei bryngep 
him hys Mete at every tyme, $ and f tp g^- 
dre. And in bryngyngc hire Servyfc, thei 

' f^ngeft 
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ivDgeQ a Song. And aftre that, thei kutteq 
his Mete, and putten it in his Mouthe : for 
he touchethe no thing ne handlethe nought, 

bat boldethe evere more his Hondes be- 

« 

fore him, upon the Table. For he hathe 
fo longe Nayles, that he may take no thing, 
ne handle no thing. For the NoblefTe of that 
Contree is to have longe Nayles, and to make 
hem growen alle weys to ben as longe as men 
may. And there ben manye in that Contree, 
that ban hire Nayles fo longe, that thei en- 
vy ronne alle the Hond : and that is a grec 
NoblefTe, And the Noblefle of the W5mcn, 
is for to haven fqiale Feet and litille: and 
therfor^ anon as thei ben born, they leet 
bynde hire Feet fo ftreyte, that thei may not 
growen half as nature wolde : And alle weys 
theife Damyfeles, that I fpak of befora, fyn- 
gen alle the tyme that this riche man etethe : 
and whan that he etethe no more of his firfte 
^ours, thanne other s and 5 of faire Damy- 
feles bryngen him his feconde Cours, alle 
weys fyngynge, as thei dide befbrn. And fo 
thei don contynuelly every day, to the ende 
of his Mete. And in this manere he ledethe 
his Lif And lb dide thei before him, that weren 
l^is Auncellres ; and fb fchulle thei that co- 
inen aftre him, with ooteo doynge of oqy 

Pedes 
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Dedes of Armes : but ly ven cvcrc more thu* 
in de, as a Swyn, that is fcdde in Sty, for ta 
ben mode fktte. He hathe a fulle fair Pa- 
lays and fulle riche, where that he dwellethq 
inne : of the whiche,^ the Walles ben in cyr- 
cayt X Myle : and he bathe with inne many 
faire Gardynes, and many fairc Halles and 
ChambreS) and the pawment of his Halles and 
Chtmbres ben of Gold and Sylver. And in 
the myd place of on of hys Gardynes, is a 
lytylle Mountayne, where there a is Y\ty\\^ 
Medewe : and in that Medewej^ is a lityUe ^ 
ToothiUe with Toures and Pynaclcs, alle of 
Gold: and in that litylle Toothille wole he 
fytteb often tyme, for to taken the Ayr and 
to dcfpoiten bym : for that place is made for 
no thing elles, but only for his Defpprt. 

Fro that Contree men comen be the iond 
of the grete Chant alfo^ that \ have fpokea 

of before. 

And xcc fchuUe undirftonde, that of alle 
thcifcContrees, andofalletheifeYl.es, and of 
alle the dyverfc folk, that I have fpoken of 
before, and of dyverfc Lawes, and of dy ver- 
fc Bclecves that thpi ban ; zit is there non of 
hem ajie, but that thei ban fum Refoun with, 
in h^cm and ondi^ftoi^dyiigc, bijt zif it be the 

^VUkiU E.l,i,3»4. Monafiirmm. L. i,z, MwJhr.F.x.i. 
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ffewcre : and that han ccrteyn Articles of ourc 
Feithc and sflme gode poyntes of ourc Bc- 
leeve : and that thci belceven in God, that 
fprmede alle thinges and made the World; 
and clepen him God of Namre, aftre that the 
Prophete feythe, Et metuent earn Jtmnes fines 
Terre : and alfo in another place, Omnes gen^ 
tes fervient ei : that is to feyn^i jille folk 
fchalle ferv^H him. But zit thci cone not 
fpeken perfytly; (for there is no man to 
techen hem) but only that thci cone dcvyft 
be hire naturellc Wytt. For thei han no 
knouleche of the Sone, ne of the Holy Goft : 
But thei cone alle Ipeken of the Bible: and 
namely of Genejisy of the Prophetes Lawes, 
and of the Bokes of Mqyfes. And thei /cyn 
wel, that the Creatures, that thei worfchipen, 
nc ben no Goddes : but thei worfchipen hem, 
for the Vertue that is in hem, that may not 
be, but only be the grace of God. And of 
Simulacres and of Ydoles, thei feyn, that 
there ben no folk, but that thei han Simula- 
cres : and that thei feyn, for we Criftene men 
han Ymages, as of oure Lady, and of othere 
SeynteS, that wee worfchipen ; nohte the 
Ymages of Tree or of Ston, but the Seyntes In 
whoos name thei ben made aftre. For righte 
%s the Bokes of the S.cppture of hem techen 

the 
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the Clerkes, how and ip what maoere thei 
fchulle bclecv?n, righte fo the Ymagcs and 
jhe Peyntynges techcn the Icwcd folk to wor- 
fchipea the SeyoteSf and to have hem in hire 
my nde ; in whoos name chat the Ymoges ben 
made aftre. Thei feyn alfo, that the Aun- 
geles of God fpeken to hem in tho Ydoles, 
and that thd don manye grete Myracles. 
And thei feyn Sothe, th^t there i$ ao Aun- 
gele with in heip ; for there ben x maner of 
Auageles, a gode and an evelle; as the 
Grekfs feyn, Cachq and Calo ; this Cacho is 
the wykked Aongelle, and Calo is the gode 
Aungelle: but the tother is not the god^ 
Aungeile, but the wykked Aungelle, that is 
with inne the Ydoles, for to difgeyyen hem, 
and for to meyntenen hem in hire errpur. 

There ben ^lanye other dy verfe Contrees 
$ind manye other M^rveyles bezonde^ that \ 
I^ye not feen : w her fore of henoi I c^n not Ipek^ 
propurly, to t^ile %o\x the m^ere of hem^. 
And alfi) in the Contrees where I have ben^ 
ben manye dy verfitees of manye wondir fulie 
thinges, mo thannelmake mencioun of. For it 
were to ionge thing to devyfe zpu the manerc. 
And therfore that that I have deviled zou of 
^erteyn Contrees, that I have fpoken of be- 
^re^^ I ^fechf: 7;oar<^ wotthi an4 excellenj^ 
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Noblefle, that it faffifeto zou at this tyme. 
For zif that I devyfed zou alle that is bezond6 
the See, another man peraunter, that wolde 
peynen him and travaylle his Body for to go in 
to tho Marches, for to encerche tho Contrees, 
myghten ben blamed be my Wordcs, in rehcr* 
cynge manye (Iraunge thinges. For he mygh- 
ten not feyeno thing of newe, in the whiche 
the herercs myghten haven outher fblace or 
dcfport or luft or ly kynge in the herynge. For 
men feyn alle weys, that ncwe thynges and 
newe tydyngcs ben ple&nt to here. Wherforc 
I wole holde me (lille, with oaten ony more 
rehercyng of dyverfitecz or of marvaylles, 
that ben bezonde, to that entent and ende, 
that who fo wil gon in to the Contrees, he 
fchalle fynde y nowc to fpekc of, that I have 
not touched of in no wyfe. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, zif it lyke zoo, 
that at myn Hom comynge, I cam to Rome^ 
and fchewed my Lif to ourc holy Fadir the 
Pope, and was afToy Ued of alle that lay in my 
Confcience,of many a dyverfe grevous poynt : 
as men moflen nedes, that ben in company, 
d welly ng amonges fo many a dyverfe folk of 
dyverie Sedre and of Belceve, as I have ben. 
And amonges alle, I Ichewed hym this Tretys, 
chat I had made aftre infoimacioun of men, 

that 
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that ktiewen of chioges, chat I had not feed 
my feif ; and alfo of Marveyles and Cuflomesj 
that t hadde feen my ielf ; as fer as God wolde 
zeve me Grace : and beibaghte his holy Fadir- 
hode^ that my Boke myghten be examyned 
and corrcded be avys of his wyfe and dilcreec 
Confeille. And oure holy Fadir, of his fpe- 
cialgrace^remytted my Boke to ben examyned 
and prevcd be the Avys of his feyd Confeillc. 
Be the whiche, my Boke was preered foe 
trewe ; in fo moche that thei ichewed me a 
Boke, that my Boke was examynde by, that 
comprehended fuUe moche more, be an hun- 
dred part ; be the whiche, the MafpaMundi 
was made after. And ^o my Boke (alle be it 
that many men ne lift not to zeve credence to 
no thing, but to that that thei feen with hire 
Eye, ne be the AuAoiir ne the perfone never 
io trewe) is aflermed and preved be oure holy 
Fadirj in maner and ft>rme as 1 have feyd. 

And I John Maundevylle Knyghte above- 
ieyd, (alle chooghe I b£ unworthi) that de- 
parted from oure Contrees and pgded the Scp^ 
the Zeer of Grace 1322. that have paijed ma- 
my Loodes and manye Yles and Contrees^ 
and cerched manye fbUe ftraunge places^ and 
l^ive ben in many a ftiUegode honourable Com- 
pany e, and at many a false Dcde of Armes, (alle 

be 
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be it chat i dide none my fclf, for my n unable 
infufti&Qce) dow I am comen Horn (mawgree 
my felf ) to rcfte : for Gowtcs, Artetykcs, that 
mc diftreynen, the diflyncn the cndc of my 
labour, azeufl my wille (God kuowethe.) And 
thus takyuge Solace in my wrecched ^refle, 
i-ecordynge the tyme paflcd, I have fulfilled 
theiie thinges and putte hem wryten in this 
Qoke, as it wolde come in to my mynde^ the 
Zeerof Grace.135'6 in the 34Zecr that I dc- 
partede from oure Contrces. Wherfore I preyc 
to alle the Rederes and Hercres of this Boke, 
zif it picfc hem, that thei wolde prey en to God 
for me : and t fchalle preye for hem. And allc 
tho that feyn for me a ^Fater nofter^ with an 
Ave Maria^ that God forzeve me my Syn- 
ncs, I make hem partcncres and grauntc hem 
part of alle the gode Pilgry mages and of alio 
the gode Dedes, that I have don, zif ony be 
to his plefance : and noghte only of tho, but 
of alle that evere I fchalle do onto my iyfes 
ende. And I befeche Almyghty God, bo 

whom alle Godeoede and Grace comethe fro, 
that he vouchefaf, of his excellent Mercy and 
habundant Grace, to fuUe fylie hire Souics 
with infpiracioun of the Holy Gofl, in ma- 
kynge defence of alle hire goflly Encmycs 
here in Erthe, to hire Salvacioun, bothe oi 

Body 
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Body and Sonic ; to woHchipe and thankyi^fc 
of htm, that is three and on, with onten hi- 
gynnynge and withoucen cndynge; that is* 
with onten qualitce, good, and with outeb 
qnantytee,gret; that in alle places is prelent^ 
ind alle thioges conteynynge; the whiche 
that DO goodncfle may amende, ne non eVelle 
empcyrc ; that in pericyte Trynytee ly vethe 
^nd regnethe God, be alle Worldcs and be alle 
tymes. jiment Amen, Amen. 
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The French Manuscripts go 

oDj as followeth. 

LA Cofie de la Lettre maunde ovefque 
ceft E/ifiptj a tfes noble Trine e Mon- 
fieur Sdward cfc Wyndcibre, Rcy de Etglc- 
tcrre ^ de Fraonce, far Monfieur John dc 
Maundeville Autourjuis dit. 

Principi excellentiflimo; pre candis morta* 
libos precipae venerando. Domino Edwardoi 
Divioft Pfcvidetatii, Francorum 8c Anglormn 
Regi iereniffimo, Hihernie Domino, Aqiii- 
tanie Ducii) Mari ac ejas Infulis oixidenrali- 
bus dominant!, eofamie & ornarui, aniverfb- 
ramqoe Arma gercntium ttitori, ac Probitati^ 
& Strenniratis exempio ; Principi qaoque in* 
vido, mirabifis Alexandra feqnaci, ac nniverfd 
brbi tremehdb; cmn Reverentia, non qua 
decet, (cum ad talem & cantam Reverentiam 
minus iufficientes exticerinc) fed qua parvitas 
& po(IH>tIitas mitcentis & ofierentis fe exten- 
ddnti Concenta tiadancur. 
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Bayft» Ajhamed 
Adcmandy Loadftcne 

Agaftc, Affright 

Allc only, AloM 
Allynges, AltogHher 
Als, As 

Amyralles, Admhrah 
Anne, Annas 
Aneyntes, Agamft 
Apcrily, Plainly 
Arbcry, Trees 
Arrcre, Kaife 
Arwc, Arrow 
Askes, Ajhts 
A flay, Prov€ 
Aflbille, Laofg 
At, With 
Attempree, Temfcrat$ 



Avccr, Having - 
Aventure, Ghana 
Augurynes, T&rtnm^Ugri 
Avowe, Vow 
Avowtric, Adukirj 
Autier, AUar 
Avys, Advic§ 
Azeo» Again 

B. 

BAbewynCt Bahcnt 
Barette, rrand 
Be, By 

Beclyppe, Cnrdk 
Behefte, Promifi 
Behighte, Bsqneatht 
Behotynge, Pr$milmg 
Bended, Bound 
BeftyaUe, Canll 
Bethe^ Bo 

Betokfj 
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Betoke, Cave 
Boughte, Redeemed 
Bougiers, Bulgaria 
Boyfty Box 
Brace, Arm 
Brenne, Burn 
Bridde, Bird 
Bufcaylle, Bufhes 
Bur, Exceff 
Byggcrc, Bteyer 



CAlvcren, Calves • 
Careyne, Carcafs' 
Catelle, Coeds 
Cautcle, Xrr^f^ 

Cefoan, Pojjejpon 
Chamberere, Chamhermaid 
Charge, Care 
Chefteynes, Chefinuts 
Cheve, Bife 
Chcventeyn, Chieftain 
Claretee, Brlghtnefs 
Cleped, Called 
Colrcr, "Dove 
Comaynz, Commons 
Compas, Circle 
Connable, Convenient 
Conne, Know 
Coft, Coafi 
Coilynge, Bordering 
Covenable, Convenient 
Culver, Dove 
Cumanc, Ten Theufand 
Cylours, Ceiling 

D. 

DEane, "Diana 
Defaute, Want 
Defeode^ Oblige^ Forbid' 



Degrees, Steps, Generation 
Del y vcrl y , Deliberately 
Deinen, judge 
Dcparte, Divide 
Derc, Dare 
Dereworihe, Dear 
Dcfparple, Difpcrfe 
Dcrpcnfer, Steward 
Defport, Paftime 
Deftrcre, A Horfe 
Deve, Deaf 
Deveer, Duty 
Dcvifcd, Divided 
Difpytous, Sfitefnl 
Doel, Sorrow 
Doughty, Mighty 
Dure, Endure 
Durethe, Keacheth 
Dyghte, Deckt 

E. 

EFT, Aftre 
Efifones, Afterward 
Elde, Age 
Hnleved, Inlaid 
Enoumbre, Qverfhadow 
Enter, Bnry 
Enumbre, Overfliadow 
Ere. Jill 
Elchewe, Avoid 
Everiche, Every ^ 

Eyen, F.yes 
Eyr, Air 
Eyren, E^ges 
Eyfcllc, Vinegar 

F. 

FAdme, Fathom 
FayreTy, Leifurely 
Fed me. Fathom 
Felonous, Cruel 

C c z Femynye, 
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Fcmynyc, WmiB 
Pend, Fiend 
Fer, Far 
Fere» C$mm0ns 

Fcrtrc, Biere 
FettcD, Ftnb 
Flee, Flea 
Fleyijhc, F//>, FW 
Fiom, River 
Folc, Fool 
Forby, Thereby 
Forcclettc, Fort 
Fordon, Undoe 
Forfetc, Wrong 
Forfothc, Tridfj 
Forthinke, Kefent 
Fofle, Ditch 
Fromward, Froward 
Frotc, mUf 
Fyn, Fine 
Fynt, F'mdeth 

Q. 

GEne, Genud 
Gcntylcs, Gentry 

Gcttcs, jff/i^ 
Gildene, Gilded 
Gobettcs, Pieces 
Grace, Favour 
Grave, Bury 
Gravely, Gravelly 
Grece, Step 
Gree, favour 
Greu, Greek 
Guyfe, Fajhion 

H. 

Hau, H4i;e 

Hede, Heed^ Care, Head 



Heer, Hair 

Hde, H»4iri& 

Helynge, Cn^«rw^ 

Heniy Ihem 

Herberyhgage, Eniertammmt 

Heiberwe, Entertaim^ Harbint 

Here, Their 

Hcrcthc, H$ary$ 

Hcvcd, Hccd."7 «. . 

Hcd, Hcdc, S 

Hidrewards, Till new 

Hierc, Higher 

Hight, Was called 

Him, ^Himfelf 

hire, Her, Their 

Holt, Holdeth 

HowfelCy Commitmca$$ 

Hucche, Ark 

Huyre, Hire 



\. 



IAnewcys, Genaefi 
Inhabitable, Flet hahkahU 
^unkesy I^Hjhes 
Joutes, Goardt 



K 



£pe» Heid 
Knave, MaU, Strvasu 



Kyndely, Natttral 



LArgenefle, Breadth 
Laften, Keep 
Latyneres, That J^eak Latm 
Lawe, ReUgim 
Leche, VaUt 
Leet, St^ertoht 
Lceven, Belir^ 
Leme. Umb 

Lemnun: 
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Lemmatiy Swtethiart 
Lcntone, Tttm of Ub$ 
tcttc, Stof 

Lever, BMthiT 

Lewd, Lewe, The Lajtth 
Leytc, Ughtmi^ 
Liche, 1^9 
Lodes man, Piht 
Lyche, Lik$ 
Lyggynge, Ijjing 
Lyrs, Iac9 

M. 

MAnace, Jhndtm 
Marches, Comtrits 
Marchethe, Joymtb 
Mareyes, Mer$s 
Mawgree, I» fright $f 
Mawndee, Lafi Sufftr 
Meddle, MmgU 
Mede, Reward 
Menoiire, iiis^ 
Meridionale, Sotuhem 
Mefelle, Lefrous 
Meynee, Own PeofU 
Mochel, Much 
Monke, Monke»^ 
MoDtance, Amaemi 
More, Bi^ier 
Morwe, M^rrew 
Moutance, MMwtnenwe^ 
Mowe, Mdy 
Mare, WmU 
Myne, Dig 
Myrour, Leekmg-QUfs 
Myn, Begs 

N. 

NAthdes Neverthekfs 
»c8chc, Seft 



Neyghe, Jifre€h§ 
Nobelyche, ifohl^ 
Noght, Not 
Nolde, Would not 
Not, Nought 
Note, Nut 
Nys, Is not 

O. 

OOn, Om 
y Or, En 
Orfray, Overkty 
Over, BiyMft/ 
Outtake, £x^ 

P. 

• 

PAas, Pscis 
Pathe, Psu$ 
Paoment, Pdvmmui 
Paynemet, P^igmu 
Perauntes, Peraoiitert JMktf* 
Pes, Pedce 
Pefe, Pes 
Peyne, T4W ^1 
Pipitc, Pitcht 
Plenerly, JF«% 
Plefance, likuei 
Pleyn, JF«tt 
Pleyne, CotufUm 
Prcvytee, 5«ciift 
Parpre, i'My;^(f 
PytouSy Pityome 

RAthere, Z^imt 
Rocchen, Efmm 
Reme, Rewme, S«ilni 
Remewen, IUmmw 
Rewme, Reme, JUtffai! 
Reyne, Rmb 

flightefiillcy Mfgbtim 

" ~ " Righte- 
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Rightewifneffcy S%foi 
Roche, B0€k 
Rofcre, Rffi-Tm 
Rytt, Rides 



tfaefs 



SAItc, Ssliae 
Sarmoyzp S4UTdCin9 
Saughe, Sitw 
Scherethorfda]^, Sbravi TtHrf- 

iUy 
SdirTve, CMfefs 
Sdeyes, SUdges 
Scomfyte, Difim/k. 
Seche, Seek 
See, Sea, Seat 
Scge, Se4t 
Scktt Sick 
SemUee, AfimUy 
Sentement, TmJI 
Septemthonde, K$ 
Stftemoyon, North 
Scrrage. Bondage 
Sewynge, Folkwing 
Seyde, Told 
SevD, Seen 
Sikerly, Securely 
Simuhcresy images 
Sithe, Since 
Sithes, Times 
Skylle, Reafom 
Slen, SUy 
Slowghe, Slezv 
Smytty SinketJe 
Somdelle, Somewhat 
Sothe, Truth 
Sothcfaftncfle, Truth 
Sowd, War 
Sowdan, Sultan 
Sown, Sound 
Specyalte* Rarity 



Spenden, Efteem 
Stank, Pool 
Stedes, Stages 
Steighe, Afcended 
Stere, Stir 
Stont, Standetb 
Stye, Afcend 
Sukkarke, Dainty 
Sweloghe, Breathmg-hoU 
Syde, Brjm 
Syker, Secure 
Symulacres, Images 
Sythes, Times 
Sytt, Jsfituate 

T. 

THAT, The, it 
Thenne, Thence 

Therf, Unleavened 

Thilkc, That 

The, Thofe 

Thralled, InJIaved 

Toke, Cave 

Tranfmontayne Ster, Peli' 
Star 

Travaylc, Trouhk 

Travers, Streaks 

TicpafTablc, That may he faf- 
fed over 

Trompc, Trumpet 

Trouble, Muddy 

Trowe, Believe * 

TruffuUc, Truth 

V. 

VAcrc, ricar 
Verrcs, Clafs 
Vif, Live 
Viffage, race 
Undememeo, Kefr^ve 

Unediei 
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Scarce 



Unctbe ^i 
Unncthcj 
Vowtc, VaMlt 
Upon, Over 
Vyaunde, ViSluaU 
Vync, Wine 

W. 

WAnhopc, Deffoir 
Wawc, WAV9 
Wedde, PUdgi 
Wcnc, Imagln 
What, Whdfever 
WithoutcD, Befides 
Wlcane, VoUam 
Wot, Know 
Wowe, Wall 
Wratthed, Prav$k§d 
Wyndwe, iVmnrw 
Wyte, Know 
Wytcihc, Krmu ye 



y. 

YLke, SMfm 
Ynde, Indiga 
Ynowe, Enw^h 

Z. 

ZAP, Gitve 
YatCy Gate 
Zee, rce 
Zeer, rear 
Zelde, rield 
Zelow, Tilkw 
Zerde, Rpd 
Zet, ra 
Zeve, Give 
Zif, // 
Zifte, Gift 
Zolde, riild 
Zoman, T»mam 
ZoDg, Toimg 
Zou» Im 
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